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Section 1: What is being assessed?


1.1	Name of proposal to be assessed.

Enhanced Wraparound Fostering Support

1.2	Describe the proposal under assessment and what change it would result in if implemented.

This Business Case is the continuation of the 2026/27 proposal to reduce the number of moves experienced by children in care through the development of an enhanced support offer so that fewer children move from in-house/kinship foster care to more costly external residential provision.   

The Enhanced Therapeutic Support Offer is aligned with:  
· The District Strategy and Shared Ambitions for Bradford to be a Great Place to Grow Up 
· BCFT Business Plan and Sufficiency Strategy to deliver Better Choices for Local Care 
· Corporate Parenting priorities and Our Promise to Children in Care and Care Leavers 

Importantly, this offer aligns to the values, aims and objectives of the Statement of Purpose for Foster for Bradford, Bradford Children and Family Trust’s fostering service.

This Statement of Purpose sets out the values that align to this proposal which will ensure the service meets the diverse needs of the children and families we support in particular in delivering this service ‘The child or young person’s ethnic origin, cultural background, religion and language will be fully recognised, positively valued and promoted when 
decisions are made. 

The support provided is directed towards mainstream and kinship foster families in crisis who will be targeted where there is risk of the care arrangement breaking down imminently. Interventions will be short-term with seamless pathways into longer-term services ensuring that foster families have support they need for children to experience stable care. 

The development of this support offer has particularly considered evidence that highlights the following:
· the need for enhanced support to prevent breakdowns and the disproportionate impact on children with behavioural or trauma-related needs. 
· the urgency of improving recruitment and retention, especially for carers from underrepresented or low-income groups. 
· the disproportionate impact on children with disabilities and carers managing complex needs. 

This proposal and associated support service is directly linked to mitigating risks for protected groups and improving equality of opportunity. 

The service will engage with Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Leads in order to continuously review impact on protected groups and advise on inclusive practice. 


1.3	Stage 1 Assessment:

In order to assess whether this proposal requires a full EqIA, a stage 1 assessment must be completed on all proposals. Once complete, please inform the EqIA with the outcome explaining how it was reached and who was consulted. Please also state if the need for an EqIA may be revisited, and if so under what circumstances.

	Protected Characteristics:
	Impact
Y/N

	Age
	N

	Disability
	N

	Gender reassignment
	N

	Race
	N

	Religion/Belief
	N

	Pregnancy and maternity
	N

	Sexual Orientation
	N

	Sex
	N

	Marriage and civil partnership
	N

	Additional Consideration:
	

	Low income/low wage
	N

	Care Leavers
	N



The service will be accessible to children in care regardless of age, gender, race, religious belief, sexual orientation and disability.  Children in care with any of the protected characteristics would not be disproportionately affected (negatively or positively) as a result of the service being implemented. Therefore, the EQIA does not need to progress to a stage two assessment.  
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