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Landscape Character Type H: Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and 
Slopes 

Figure 3.176: Location of the Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 

 

LCT H Overview 

The Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes character type forms an important rural fringe to Bradford, drawing down from the 

more exposed elevated upland plateau to the west and extending fingers of countryside into the urban core. These small incised 

valleys contain concentrations of broadleaved woodland, providing semi-natural habitat and a valuable recreational resource for 

surrounding settlements, reflected in a density of local wildlife sites. The abundant riparian woodland adds structure and texture 

to the landscape, helping to delineate the modest becks that run along the valley floors. Outside of the wooded valley floors 

there are pockets of enclosed pasture which largely retain their rural qualities despite the proximity to Bradford, and former 

estate parkland features prominently, some of which has been converted into golf courses. 

There are three LCA within this LCT: 

◼ H1. Cottingley Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 

◼ H2. Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 

◼ H3. Royds Hall Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 
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H1. Cottingley Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 

Location, Context and Summary 

The Cottingley Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes LCA is found at the north western edge of Bradford, encompassing a 

T-shaped area centred on the shallow valley of the Cottingley Beck, between Cottingley and Heaton. The area forms a transition 

between the elevated upland pasture to the west, the urban edge of Bradford to the east, and the broad, settled Airedale Valley 

to the north. Broadleaved woodland cover is extensive across the LCA in blocks, bands and on field boundaries. At the urban 

edge, broadleaved woodland is concentrated on the steep slopes of a number of small incised valleys, contrasting with the more 

manicured appearance of golf courses occupying the elevated ground above. To the west, the area’s boundary is primarily 

defined by the transition to mixed upland pasture surrounding Wilsden. To the south and east the LCA forms two small 

extensions of countryside dividing the urban areas of Shipley and Heaton, and Heaton and Allerton. To the north, it meets the 

upper slopes of G2. Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor. 

Figure 3.177: Location of LCA H1 
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Key Characteristics 

◼ Central valley of Cottingley Beck was formed by glacial processes and rises steeply to the west, facilitating long 

distance views into the broad, settled Airedale Valley. 

◼ Tree cover is frequent throughout, including large plantations, hedgerow trees, shelterbelts and steep, densely 

wooded valleys which provide structure and texture within the landscape. 

◼ Agriculture is limited to small pockets of mixed and enclosed pasture, with woodland and parkland being the dominant 

landcover. 

◼ The area encompasses two fingers of countryside which reach into the north western corner of Bradford, providing 

valuable green space and habitat for wildlife. 

◼ Outdoor recreation is a key land use across the area, with extensive areas of semi-natural woodland and parkland 

utilised for this purpose, in particular golf courses. 

◼ Includes a large proportion of Cottingley and the edge of Nab Wood which both extend into the Airedale Valley below, 

otherwise settlement is limited to occasional farmsteads and hamlets. 

◼ The mixed plantation of Cottingley Wood Estate forms a large-scale, unifying feature in the landscape, which is 

prominent in views from within, and towards, the LCA. 

◼ Though rural and tranquil in its more enclosed parts, the LCA is surrounded by urban settlement with large pylons and 

utility infrastructure apparent, particularly in the Cottingley Beck valley. 

◼ The road network is limited to B-roads and minor roads, which often traverse steep inclines. 
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Figure 3.178: Example photos from LCA H1 

 

 

 
Frequent woodland providing structure and a degree of enclosure.  Long distance views from valley sides. 

 

 

 
Gently undulating topography and a mix of woodland, urban influences 
and pasture. 

 Distinctive views down into the Airedale Valley. 

 

 

 
Overhead electricity lines can be seen on horizon.  Looking north east across important recreational area of Chellow 

Dene. 
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Landscape Character 

Figure 3.179: Topography of LCA H1 

 

Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage 

◼ The LCA forms a rough t-shape, centred on the shallow valley of Cottingley Beck which rises steadily east and west 

towards Heaton and Cottingley respectively. The valley floor rises from approximately 100m AOD at its lowest point east 

of Cottingley to approximately 208m AOD at Heaton Allotments. 

◼ The central valley of the LCA, Cottingley Beck, sits on bedrock of the Pennine Lower Coal Measure Formation. To the 

east and west of the valley, the underlying bedrock is sandstone, with Millstone Grit Yeadonian sandstone outcrops 

present at Cottingley. 

◼ These rocks break down into loamy and clayey acidic soils. The soils impede drainage and are seasonally wet. On higher 

ground in the east of the LCA the loamy soils are freely draining. 

◼ The area is heavily influenced by glacial erosion, with overflow channels occurring at Cottingley Beck and Noon 

Nick/Nailor Rough where the Cullingworth-Cottingley Lake drained into the Bradford Lake during the last Ice Age. These 

channels are unique to the Bradford area within West Yorkshire. 
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Figure 3.180: Natural heritage of LCA H1 

 

Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover 

◼ The LCA is well wooded, the largest area being the mixed plantation of Cottingley Wood Estate (Ancient Replanted 

Woodland) which occupies the steep valley side in the north west of the area. 

◼ Broadleaved riparian tree cover is extensive, concentrated in the steep wooded valleys of Chellow Dean, Heaton Royds 

and Northcliffe Wood. These Ancient, Semi-Natural Woodlands provide important wildlife corridors and habitat for a variety 

of flora and fauna. 

◼ Wooded parkland (golf courses), small woods and shelter belts on higher ground and hedgerow trees in small pockets of 

pasture land all contribute to tree cover across the LCA forming a relatively connected habitat network. 

◼ Much of the deciduous woodland across the LCA is listed on Natural England’s Priority Habitat Inventory and has been 

designated as local wildlife sites including Black Hills; Hazel Beck; West of Shipley High Moor; Miles Rough; Noon Nick; 

Heaton Woods, Northcliffe Woods and Old Spring Wood; and Chellow Dean Woods and Reservoir. 

◼ Chellow Dean woodland is important for populations of all three native woodpeckers, and the waterways contain a variety 

of fish including roach, perch, bream, carp, eels and pike. 
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Figure 3.181: Priority habitat inventory of LCA H1 

 

Land Use and Field Patterns 

◼ There are small pockets of pasture land within the LCA, mainly focused in the shallow valley of Cottingley Beck. These 

pockets are continuous with the larger area of mixed upland pasture in the adjacent E1 Thornton Upland Pasture to the 

south west. Small-scale, rectilinear field patterns are well defined by gritstone walls and, to a lesser extent, hedgerow 

trees. 

◼ There are areas of flatter more enclosed, tree-lined pasture elevated above the steep wooded river valleys, at Heaton 

Royds and to the north of Chellow Dean. 

◼ Outdoor recreation is a key land use across the area, with former areas of parkland now utilised as three golf courses: 

Northcliffe Golf Club and the Express Golf Centre in the east, and West Bradford Golf Club in the south. The manicured 

grassland, ornamental planting and parkland trees of the area’s golf courses are somewhat congruent with adjacent 

pockets of enclosed pasture. 

◼ Land use in the LCA is also influenced by its close proximity to Bradford, with the large Chellow Dean Reservoirs and 

Chellow Heights Water Works located in the southern finger of the area, between Allerton and Heaton. 
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Figure 3.182: Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA H1 

 

Cultural and Historic Landscape Character 

◼ The pastoral parts of the LCA possess a moderate sense of historic continuity due to the presence of traditional gritstone 

walls and occasional vernacular farmsteads and hamlets. However, these enclosed pasture lands are found only in small 

pockets. In more open areas such as the shallow valley of Cottingley Beck, historic character has been lost due to the 

presence of modern settlement, roads and infrastructure. 

◼ There is a scattering of listed buildings across the LCA, mainly vernacular farm buildings in pockets of enclosed pasture 

land concentrated at Heaton Royds and Heaton Shay, as well as New Close between Nab Wood and Cottingley. 

◼ Due to the difficulty in developing the steep wooded valleys in the LCA, they have remained relatively unchanged for many 

centuries, with the exception of Chellow Dean, which was dammed to create Chellow Dene Reservoirs in the mid-19th 

century. 

◼ Though mixed plantation woodlands such as Cottingley Wood Estate have been subject to greater change in the course of 

management, felling and replanting than the more natural wooded valleys, the site has a long history of woodland cover, 

which defines the skyline in this LCA and in parts of the Airedale Valley. 

◼ The parkland landscapes of the area’s two golf courses which lie adjacent to its wooded valleys, are long standing. 

Northcliffe Golf Club was established in 1896 and West Bradford Golf Club in 1900. The Northcliffe Golf Club along with 

Northcliffe Woods and Norman Rae Playing Fields formed part of the Northcliffe Estate. 
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◼ Woodland along Cottingley Beck, adjacent to Cottingley Moor Road, is associated with the true story about two young 

girls, who in 1917, convinced the world that they had photographed fairies at the bottom of their garden. The hoax was not 

discovered until many years later. 

Figure 3.183: Cultural heritage of LCA H1 

 

Settlement and Transport Pattern 

◼ Settlement in the LCA includes a large proportion of Cottingley, and the southern extent of Nab Wood and Moorhead 

which descend down the steep slopes of the Airedale Valley onto the valley floor. 

◼ Due to the high concentration of woodland and parkland in the LCA, rural settlement is limited. However, there are 

occasional farmsteads and small hamlets, such as New Brighton and Heaton Shay amongst pockets of pasture land. 

◼ The central valley of Cottingley Beck acts as the primary transport corridor through the LCA, with a number of B-roads 

such as the B6269 traversing the steep slopes and valley bottom to link up with the A650 in the Airedale Valley. The minor 

road of Shay Lane crosses the steep slopes of Heaton Wood to provide access to the pasture and parkland to the north. 
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Figure 3.184: Access and recreation of LCA H1 

 

Access and Recreation 

◼ The area is well served by a public rights of way network which provides access to its woodland, parkland, pasture, and 

numerous local wildlife sites. 

◼ The area provides a valuable natural resource that extends two green fingers into the north western edge of Bradford. This 

is evidenced in the widespread recreational use of the LCA in the form of golf courses, playing fields, woodland reserves, 

fishing ponds and allotments. 

◼ The upper of the two Chellow Dene Reservoirs is a fishing lake. 

◼ Blackhills Scout Campsite is located in the large, mixed plantation of Cottingley Wood Estate. 

Views and Perceptual Qualities 

◼ Higher ground at the edge of the Heaton plateau affords fairly long distance views towards Cottingley and into the broad, 

settled valley of Airedale beyond. Large pylons are prominent in these views which accentuate the developed nature of the 

landscape. 

◼ East of the B6269, the area has a more enclosed, tranquil, rural character due to the high frequency of woodland and 

parkland and the absence of any B-roads and large pylons. 
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◼ The bold pattern of woodland emphasises variations in the landform, giving a strong structure to the landscape. In general, 

the wooded valleys are viewed in the landscape as bold, dark green blocks of trees which run along the stream valleys. 

These areas have a very enclosed character from within. 

◼ In comparison to the wooded valleys, shelterbelts and small groupings of broadleaved woodland, Cottingley Wood Estate 

is a very bold, large-scale, unifying feature in the landscape with no subdivision. It is an enclosing feature which limits and 

defines views in the vicinity. 
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H2. Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 

Location, Context and Summary 

The Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes LCA comprises a number of small river valleys that descend eastwards 

from the Thornton and Queensbury plateau to converge on Clayton Beck. The LCA represents a transition from the elevated 

upland pasture to the west and extends fairly deeply into the urban core of Bradford between the historically rural settlements of 

Clayton and Allerton. Riparian woodland is abundant along the various watercourses with gritstone walls and tree-lined pasture 

occupying the valley sides. The landscape character contrasts with the exposed upland plateau to the west and the lower-lying 

urban core of Bradford to the east, for which it acts as a rural hinterland. 

Figure 3.185: Location of LCA H2 
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Key Characteristics 

◼ A series of wooded valleys that draw down eastwards from the Thornton and Queensbury plateau and converge on 

the central valley of Clayton Beck. 

◼ Agricultural land dominates the LCA in the form of improved grassland, reflecting the poor quality acidic soils. 

◼ Field patterns are small-medium scale and well-defined by both drystone walls and hedgerows, reflecting piecemeal 

and strip enclosure. 

◼ Some notable areas of woodland provide important semi-natural habitat and recreational value. 

◼ Riparian woodland provides structure and texture to the landscape, helping to delineate the modest becks that run 

along the valley floors. 

◼ Views along the pastoral Clayton Valley provide a strong sense of place, with notable architectural landmarks such as 

Thornton Viaduct adding historic character to the landscape. 

◼ An extensive public rights of way network provides access to the area’s pasture lands and wooded valleys, some of 

which are designated as local wildlife sites. 

◼ Despite proximity to Bradford, the area retains its character as a rural hinterland that extends into the urban core. 

◼ Enclosed, intimate wooded valleys are sequestered from surrounding settlement and transport corridors and are 

tranquil in nature. 

◼ The enclosed and partly wooded nature of the valley, in conjunction with characteristic drystone walls and long-

distance views from the elevated valley sides, creates a distinct sense of place very different from the urban area to 

the east or the open plateau to the west. 
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Figure 3.186: Example photos from LCA H2 

 

 

 
Folds of the valley with the Thornton viaduct widely visible.  Pastoral valley slopes with drystone walls in mixed condition. 

 

 

 
Settlement of Thornton is distinctive on horizon.  Small-scale piecemeal field pattern of pasture. 

 

 

 
Horse pasture common throughout.  Church of St James key feature on skyline. 
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Landscape Character 

Figure 3.187: Topography of LCA H2 

 

Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage 

◼ The underlying geology is primarily mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Pennine Lower Coal Formation and a 

combination of Elland Flag, 48 Yard Rock and 80 Yard Rock sandstone. 

◼ There are occasional alluvial deposits along the area’s watercourses as well as glacio-fluvial deposits in the Pitty Beck 

valley. 

◼ The underlying geology and superficial deposits have resulted in low-fertility loamy and clayey soils, which are primarily 

freely draining, though in the valley head south of Thornton and along much of Pitty Beck the soils impede drainage and 

are seasonally wet. 

◼ The topography is characterised by narrow, steep valleys which slope eastwards from the Thornton and Queensbury 

plateau from a high point of approximately 320m AOD to converge on the broader, shallow valley of Clayton Beck which 

descends to approximately 130m AOD at its eastern extents. A spur of landform on which the eastern extent of Thornton 

is situated divides the upper valleys of the Pitty Beck and Pinch Beck. 
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Figure 3.188: Natural heritage of LCA H2 

 

Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover 

◼ Semi-natural habitat is predominantly provided by broadleaf woodland blocks and tree belts throughout the area, in 

particular riparian woodland. There are limited substantial blocks of woodland, but tree cover is scattered throughout. 

Priority habitat for deciduous woodland tends to be concentrated in the steep furrows of the stream valleys upper extents. 

◼ Notable areas of woodland include Bull Greave Beck in the east, Birks Wood in the west (which is recognised as Ancient 

Woodland) and Pitty Beck at Broom Hill, all of which have been designated as local wildlife sites. Bull Greave Beck and 

Pitty Beck have wetland habitats which support a range of wildlife. 

◼ Over 60 species of birds have been recorded along the Pitty Beck valley, including finches and warblers, heathland scrub 

birds and waders. 

◼ There is a small area of traditional orchard priority habitat adjacent to Clayton Beck, south of Leaventhorpe. 
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Figure 3.189: Priority habitat inventory of LCA H2 

 

Land Use and Field Patterns 

◼ Agricultural land dominates the LCA in the form of improved grassland, reflecting the poor quality acidic soils. They are 

often heavily grazed, with little species diversity. Horse pasture is common throughout. 

◼ Field patterns are generally small-medium scale and well-defined by drystone walls and occasional hedgerows, the latter 

more common at lower elevations. Rectilinear strip enclosure is present on the valley sides of Clayton Beck while in the 

steeper tributary valleys such as Pitty Beck and High Birks Beck piecemeal enclosure of former moorland has resulted in 

more irregular field patterns. 

◼ There is a fairly high density of farms, most with 17th or 18th century origins, for example Dye Royd Farm south of 

Thornton. These farmsteads are connected by a network of historic green lanes, many of which are not formal parts of the 

road network. 
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Figure 3.190: Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA H2 

 

Cultural and Historic Landscape Character 

◼ This rural area possesses a moderate sense of historic character due to the combination of distinctive, historic field 

patterns defined by traditional drystone walls and the presence of traditional vernacular farmsteads in sympathetic 

settings, such as the Grade II* Listed Leaventhorpe Hall and Grade II Listed Upper Green Farmhouse and Barn in the 

Pitty Beck valley. 

◼ The LCA includes the southern half of the Thornton Conservation Area, consisting of a series of wooded ornamental 

gardens extending down the valley side towards Pinch Beck. Buildings at the southern edge of Thornton contribute to the 

historic character of the landscape, such as the 17th Century Grade II* Listed Thornton Hall and the Grade II Listed Church 

of St James, which is a key feature in views from the Clayton Beck valley. 

◼ A large, disused sandstone quarry in the east of the LCA serves as a reminder of the role that quarrying and extraction 

has played in shaping the landscape, with disused collieries and shafts scattered throughout. 

◼ Other reminders of the area’s industrial past include Thornton Viaduct which forms a prominent architectural feature as it 

crosses the head of Pinch Beck, and an ornate brick chimney stack on the valley side above Hole Bottom Beck, a remnant 

of the Clayton Fireclay Works. 

◼ The large Scholemoor Cemetery at the eastern edge of the LCA is a Grade II Registered Park and Garden. Mature trees 

line its central avenue and its boundary, which merges with the heavily wooded Bull Greave Beck immediately to the west. 
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◼ Thornton has literary associations as the birthplace of the Brontë sisters, whose father, Rev Patrick Brontë became the 

incumbent of St James Chapel in 1815. Now known as the ‘Old Bell Chapel’, the ruins of the chapel are a Grade II Listed 

Building. 

Figure 3.191: Cultural heritage of LCA H2 

 

Settlement and Transport Pattern 

◼ The relatively complex landform and steep valley sides have limited settlement across the LCA, providing a break between 

the urban sprawl of Bradford and historically rural settlements such as Thornton. 

◼ With the exception of Chat Hill and School Green which form the eastern extent of Thornton, settlement across the area is 

limited to occasional farmsteads scattered throughout pastural land. 

◼ A limited network of roads converges on the edge of Thornton, linking the surrounding settlements of Allerton, Thornton 

and Clayton. The busiest road in the area is Thornton Road (B6145) which travels west from Bradford, between the Pitty 

Beck and Clayton Beck valleys. 
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Figure 3.192: Access and recreation of LCA H2 

 

Access and Recreation 

◼ An extensive public rights of way network provides access from Thornton and the edge of Bradford to the area’s pasture 

lands and wooded valleys, some of which are designated as local wildlife sites. The right of way and lane network is 

historic and links traditional farmsteads throughout the landscape. 

◼ The Brontë Way long distance walking route crosses the valley of the Clayton Beck, passing the Ruins of the Chapel of St 

James. 

◼ The Great Northern Railway Trail and National Cycle Route 69 cross over Thornton Viaduct. When completed, the Great 

Northern Railway Trail will extend 10km between Cullingworth and Queensbury. 

◼ A number of recreational playing fields are located adjacent to Beckfoot Thornton School, with fine views over the Clayton 

Beck valley. 

Views and Perceptual Qualities 

◼ Despite its proximity to Bradford, the small valleys, field patterns and gritstone walls of traditional pasture all contribute to a 

sense that the area retains its rural character, distinct from the exposed plateau to the west and the urban core to the east. 

◼ In the Clayton Beck valley, the overriding impression is of open, sloping fields and riparian woodland charting the course 

of Clayton Beck. The spire of St James’ Church and Thornton Viaduct form notable architectural features in the landscape. 
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◼ In views to the west, large pylons and wind turbines in the E1: Thornton Mixed Upland Pasture LCA form prominent 

vertical features on the skyline. 

◼ The steeper, wooded tributary valleys such as Pitty Beck, High Birks Beck and Hole Bottom Beck have a more intimate, 

enclosed character than Clayton Beck. A sense of tranquillity is greatest in these valleys, relatively sequestered from 

surrounding settlement and the busy Thornton Road (B6145). 

◼ Dark skies are limited due to the proximity of the area to Bradford. 
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H3. Royds Hall Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 

Location, Context and Summary 

The Royds Hall Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes comprises the heavily wooded eastern side of Royds Hall Beck Valley 

and adjacent farmland at the south western corner of Bradford. The area encompasses higher ground to the east both of the 

Coley Beck valley and the settlement of Norwood Green in neighbouring Calderdale. The long wooded valley of Royds Hall 

Beck dominates the area. Long distance views are generally available beyond the woodland fringe to Calderdale from the 

elevated valley sides. At Lower Wyke, woodland cover is less dominant and largely confined to field boundaries, ceding to 

enclosed pasture. This area reflects a shift in landscape character, transitioning from the more exposed character of the 

Bradford District into the lower lying, deeply incised fringes of the Calderdale Valley. 

Figure 3.193: Location of LCA H3 
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Key Characteristics 

◼ Sloping north to south, the landscape is bounded to the west by the incised river valley of Royds Hall Beck, providing 

an important rural fringe to Bradford. 

◼ Acidic, low-fertility soil and steep slopes has restricted farming to pockets of enclosed pasture. 

◼ Well defined piecemeal enclosure surrounding Lower Wyke Conservation Area provides a sense of time-depth and 

provides a rural setting for the medieval farming settlement. 

◼ Royds Hall Manor House has played an important role in shaping the physical and cultural landscape. Its former 

grounds were subject to piecemeal enclosure and in the Victorian era its woodlands were landscaped as public 

gardens. 

◼ The large area of deciduous woodland along Royds Hall Beck (referred to as Judy Woods) provides valuable semi-

natural habitat and has high recreational value. 

◼ With the exception of Lower Wyke, the area contains no settlements, with just a few scattered farmstead buildings, but 

it shares a boundary with the Bradford urban fringe which influences the wider character. 

◼ There is a limited road network, with only a few minor roads providing local access. Major roads skirt the area, 

including the A58 which briefly passes through Lower Wyke. 

◼ A connected network of public rights of way and lanes traverses the area’s woodland, parkland and pasture, providing 

access from surrounding settlements such as Low Moor and Wyke into the rural fringe landscape. 

◼ Long range views towards Calderdale from higher elevations, often framed by Judy Woods which forms a distinctive 

and important green edge to the district boundary. 

◼ Tranquillity and dark skies are limited due to the proximity of Bradford. 
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Figure 3.194: Example photos from LCA H3 

 

 

 
Pastoral fields standing above Royds Hall Beck and Judy Woods.  Close association with urban edge. 

 

 

 
Rural character remains around Royds Hall Manor House and farm.  Park Dam and the urban edge of Low Moor. 

 

 

 
Sense of elevation above Calderdale District to the south west.  Pylons and the urban fringe of Bradford influence wider character. 
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Landscape Character 

Figure 3.195: Topography of LCA H3 

 

Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage 

◼ The underlying bedrock comprises mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Lower Pennine Coal Measure Formation, as 

well as Clifton Rock Sandstone. Ironstone nodules are found within the bedrock. The underlying coal measure geology 

has informed a different character to much of the wider Bradford District which is predominantly gritstone. 

◼ These rocks break down into low fertility acidic soils. The predominant soil type is a seasonally wet loamy and clayey soil 

with impeded drainage and a smaller area of freely draining loamy soil in the vicinity of Royds Hall. 

◼ There is a small area of soft landslip adjacent to Royds Hall Beck and close to Royds Hall Great Wood. 

◼ Royds Hall Beck flows north to south along an incised wooded valley at the western edge of the area. The stream has 

eroded a small gorge and a waterfall has formed where harder sandstones overlay softer rock. Wyke Beck and some 

other minor watercourses are present in the south of the area. Royds Hall Dam forms the only large body of water. 

◼ The landform broadly dips north to south from a high point of approximately 226m AOD at Royds Hall Great Wood to a low 

point of approximately 100m south of Lower Wyke. 
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Figure 3.196: Natural heritage of LCA H3 

 

Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover 

◼ There is some significant woodland cover in the area, mainly focused around the incised lower valley sides of Royds Hall 

Beck. The woodland is known collectively as Judy Woods and includes North Brow Wood, Royds Hall Great Wood, 

Jagger Park Wood, Gannerthorpe Wood, Old Hanna Wood and Low Wood. The entirety is classed as Ancient Woodland 

and Priority Habitat and has been designated as a local wildlife site (Judy Woods and Judy Woods Complex). 

◼ These woodlands, most of which were probably re-planted during the Victorian era, consist mainly of deciduous species, 

including large areas of beech and sycamore woodland within Low Wood. The tree cover is generally dense and the 

woodland consequently has well defined edges due to their even age structure. 

◼ Judy Woods provides important semi-natural habitat. Four species of bats have been recorded in the woods, as well as a 

variety of bird species, including the green and greater spotted woodpecker, jackdaw, nuthatch, tawny owl, and seasonal 

visitors such as chiffchaff, willow warbler and blackcap. 
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Figure 3.197: Priority habitat inventory of LCA H3 

 

Land Use and Field Patterns 

◼ Land use comprises a combination of woodland, parkland and some areas of enclosed pasture, the most significant being 

at Lower Wyke. 

◼ Field patterns around Royds Hall are a result of assarted and piecemeal enclosure, some of which formerly constituted the 

private grounds of the Hall. Some boundary loss has occurred resulting in larger fields. An area of enclosed pasture at 

Lower Wyke is more coherent, with a smaller scale field pattern and little boundary loss since piecemeal enclosure. 

Boundaries are defined by drystone walls and or/hedgerows, which tend to be sparse and are often reinforced by post and 

wire fencing. 

◼ The grasslands in the area are agriculturally improved and have little ecological value. Silage crops are taken off the 

grasslands around Royds Hall. Much of the enclosed pasture is grazed, mainly by cattle. Livery stables are also a feature. 
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Figure 3.198: Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA H3 

 

Cultural and Historic Landscape Character 

◼ The Grade II* Listed Royds Hall originates from 1640 and is one of the best surviving manor houses in the Bradford area. 

The Low Moor Iron Company bought the estate during the 18th century and it became the residence of their Chief 

Technologist, Rev Joseph Dawson, until his death in 1813. The estate, Royds Hall Farm, also includes stables, coach 

house, barn and late 18th century court room as well as estate cottages know as Horse Close to the south of the Hall. 

◼ In the Victorian era the woodlands around Royds Hall Beck were landscaped for use as public gardens and planted with 

beech trees, which still make up much of the woodlands composition today. 

◼ Coal was mined for centuries around Royds Hall Beck and remains of bell pits can be found nearby. There are also 

scattered areas of collier spoil, two disused railway sidings and the site of an old ironworks. Iron smelting was an important 

local industry. 

◼ Lower Wyke Conservation Area is located amongst the enclosed pasture in the south of the LCA and includes the Grade 

II* Listed Old Manor House on Lower Wyke Lane. 



 Chapter 3  

Landscape Types and Area Profiles 

 

Landscape Character Assessment SPD 

September 2023 

 

 

LUC  I 286 

Figure 3.199: Cultural heritage of LCA H3 

 

Settlement and Transport Pattern 

◼ There is limited settlement within the LCA, although the urban edge of Bradford is a dominant feature in the east of the 

area. There are occasional farmsteads in the pasture land east of Judy Woods including Woodside Farm. 

◼ The village of Lower Wyke is the only distinct settlement within the LCA. Due to the traditional architecture, organic 

development pattern, wooded lanes and gardens, it is well integrated into the surrounding landscape of enclosed pasture. 

◼ Due to the relatively continuous areas of woodland, recreational parkland and pasture, the road network is limited, with 

only a few minor roads providing local access. The A641 and A58 which fringe Wyke pass briefly through the south of the 

LCA as does the Calder Valley Railway Line. 
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Figure 3.200: Access and recreation of LCA H3 

 

Access and Recreation 

◼ A connected network of public rights of way and lanes traverses the area’s woodland, parkland and pasture, providing 

access from surrounding neighbourhoods within Bradford such as Low Moor and Wyke into the wider landscape. 

◼ Judy Woods is very well used for walking and other informal recreation. It is owned and managed by the City of Bradford 

Metropolitan District Council, and a community group established in 2002, The Friends of Judy Woods, promotes public 

interest, responsible use and conservation of the woods. 

◼ Royds Hall Dam is a recreational fishing lake, with access administered via the Bradford Angling Association. 

Views and Perceptual Qualities 

◼ The sloping landform in the LCA means that views are generally oriented away from Bradford into neighbouring 

Calderdale. 

◼ In the wooded parts of the LCA such as Judy Woods, views are very enclosed and result in a perception of intimacy and 

enclosure. 

◼ In external views, Judy Woods comprises a narrow uneven woodland strip forming a distinctive and important green edge 

to the district boundary, which is highly visible from the surrounding area. The woodland often frames outward long range 

views across Calderdale from higher elevations such as High Fernley Road. 
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◼ Around Lower Wyke, the well-defined pasture fields with grazing cattle, woodland, and traditional architecture in the village 

contribute to a rural scene that belies its proximity to Bradford. 

◼ Due to the proximity of the LCA to Bradford night blight is fairly widespread though some darker skies are available in the 

vicinity of Judy Woods. Tranquillity is also limited due to the proximity of settlement and transport corridors and is highest 

in and around Judy Woods. 
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Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT H: Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes 

Climate Change 

◼ Climate change is expected to result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall, potentially causing flooding issues 

particularly within the narrow valleys. 

◼ The becks which traverse this LCT although small, are a key part of the character of the area, supporting belts of riparian 

vegetation. Climate change is anticipated to increase periods of drought in summer months, which may result in lower 

water levels and damage riparian vegetation. 

– H1: Woodland vegetation concentrated along small becks at Northcliffe Woods, Heaton Royds and Chellow Dene. 

– H3: Judy Woods close to Royds Hall Beck. 

Agricultural Change 

◼ Changes in agricultural subsidies will have uncertain impacts on agriculture within this LCT. The effects could include 

reducing the presence of traditional characteristic drystone walls if funding for their maintenance is reduced. 

◼ Intensive horse grazing on the urban edge has caused poaching and soil compaction. Increasing development and 

population could push grazing closer to river edges, damaging riverbanks and increasing sedimentation in water courses. 

– H2: Clayton Beck and Pitty Beck have a lack of riparian vegetation to buffer the rivers from erosion. 

Development 

◼ The proximity to Bradford increases the pressure for development within this LCT. This includes residential, industrial and 

road infrastructure.  

◼ New development could impact on areas of accessible greenspace close to the large urban settlement of Bradford which 

offer recreational value, as well as key views to and from historic and designated features. 

– H1: Development on Nab Wood Middle School informal greenspace site. 

– H1: New developments along the eastern edge of Cottingley may potentially impact on important views to and from 

the WHS. 

◼ Some existing settlements retain the sense of separation from the expanding conurbation of Bradford, with open 

landscape enhancing this sense of separation. Development could reduce these important open gaps. 

– H1: The south eastern flank of Cottingley Beck separates Cottingley from the north western expansion to Heaton and 

Daisy Hill on the northern edge of Bradford. 

– H2: Thornton is on more elevated landform perched above the valleys of Clayton Beck and Pitty Beck. 

– H3: Lower Wyke is currently well integrated into the landscape by trees. 

Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives 

◼ Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter 

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in 

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon 

and enhance character. 

◼ Habitat connectivity along water courses could be impacted by a general trend of deteriorating river condition in England. 

These river courses are important for retaining biodiversity close to the city. 

– H1: Cottingley Beck and small becks around Chellow Dene, Royds Cliffe Wood and Northcliffe Woods. 

– H2: Pitty Beck and Clayton Beck. 

– H3: Royds Hall Beck forming the western border of the LCA. 
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◼ Increase in tree planting could obscure characteristic pattern of drystone walls on higher ground. 

◼ Increasing development, including creation of roads, could impact on remaining natural habitats and connectivity, 

particularly across the deciduous woodland within this LCT. 

– H1: Connectivity between Royds Cliffe Woods and Northcliffe Woods, and towards Chellow Dene further west. 

– H3: Continuous extent of woodland at Judy Woods. 

Heritage at Risk 

◼ Thornton Conservation Area is on the Heritage at Risk Register, where it is identified as being in a ‘very bad’ condition and 

‘deteriorating’. 

Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure 

◼ Increased pressure on recreational assets close to the larger settlements could impact the diversity and quality of 

landscapes. 

– H3: Recreation pressure on Judy Woods. 

◼ Increased popularity of ‘wild swimming’ resulting in increased use of reservoirs for this purpose. 

– H1: Chellow Dene Reservoirs have become a valued spot for wild swimming, despite prohibition of swimming in the 

reservoirs. 

Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour 

◼ Enclosed woodland with limited sightlines and close to more populated areas could become sites of anti-social behaviour 

and fly tipping, reducing their recreational role. In addition, recreational sites are often managed by ‘Friends of’ groups 

which can be an uncertain type of management over the long term. 

– H1: Friends of Northcliffe and Friends of Chellow Dean undertake management including litter picks and emptying 

bins. 

– H3: Friends of Judy Woods is already affected by rubbish dumping and vandalism of drystone walls. Whilst the active 

‘Friends of’ group deal with these issues, this type of management is not secured over the long term. 

Guidance 

◼ Encourage ‘slow-the-flow’ natural flood management techniques, particularly within the steep-sided river valleys, to reduce 

flood risk and enhance natural habitats. 

◼ Enhance native riparian vegetation, including with drought tolerant species, natural grassland and rushes. 

– H2: Create vegetation buffers along Clayton and Pitty Becks. 

◼ Manage extent of horse pasture and grazing, particularly on steep slopes. 

◼ Conserve and enhance the characteristic field pattern and retain and repair drystone walls, in the local style and with local 

material. 

◼ Integrate native tree species and woodland areas within new development to provide connectivity and integrate 

development into the landscape. 

◼ Avoid development within river valleys, which form linear natural corridors separating the sprawling urban development. 

– H2: Around Thornton is particularly sensitive due to the conservation area designation. 

◼ Support community involvement in management of woodland sites to ensure longevity of management and resilience to 

cope within increasing visitor numbers. 

◼ If demand for golf courses reduces, consider exploring opportunities for bringing these into public ownership, increasing 

accessible open spaces within proximity to Bradford. 
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	1.1 
	1.1 
	1.1 
	LUC was commissioned in June 2022 by the City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council (the Council) to review and

update the 2008 Landscape Character Assessment for Bradford District (undertaken and produced by the Council).



	1.2 
	1.2 
	The 2008 assessment was largely based on work that had been undertaken in the late 1990s. This took into account the

population centres, cultural heritage, land cover, landform (elevation), geology and ecology/biodiversity. Much of the information

remains relevant today and this study has been used as a basis for the updated Landscape Character Assessment.



	1.3 
	1.3 
	The updated Bradford District Landscape Character Assessment (2023) provides a robust evidence base to underpin the

review of the Local Plan and to assist in the local planning process. It is intended to both inform work on policy development and

development management, guiding development that is sympathetic to local character and the qualities of the landscape. It can

help inform locational policies for strategic development as well as appropriate design and mitigation, providing baseline

evidence for more detailed Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments (LVIA) and landscape and visual appraisals (LVA).



	1.4 
	1.4 
	The aim is to create a comprehensive, robust and up-to-date strategic district scale landscape evidence and provide a

framework for more detailed landscape studies and sensitivity assessments.
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	1.5 
	A glossary of terms is provided in Appendix B.


	1.6 
	1.6 
	1.6 
	An SPD does not form part of the statutory development plan and therefore it cannot introduce new planning policies.

However, an SPD provides more detailed advice or guidance on existing policies in an adopted plan. As a result, it serves as a

‘material consideration’ when assessing any development proposals in the District.



	1.7 
	1.7 
	This document can be used to aid understanding of landscape character when considering any type of change. This

includes opportunities for conserving existing character, strengthening, and enhancing character as well as opportunities to

create new character. This SPD has been prepared for:
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	1.8 
	This SPD replaces the now out-of-date evidence set out in Bradford’s 2008 Landscape Character SPD. It serves two

broad purposes:


	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Bradford Council will expect developers to take account of this SPD when submitting a planning application for

development schemes under the current development plan, when within a landscape character area. It provides further

guidance on the implementation of Policy EN4: Landscape in the Adopted Core Strategy (2017). The SPD will act as a

material consideration for all applications submitted under the current Development Plan.


	2. 
	2. 
	2. 
	The Landscape Character Assessment also forms part of the evidence base that underpins Bradford’s emerging Local

Plan, which will replace the existing development plan once adopted. As such, it will inform the development of updated

policies on landscape and allocations within the new Plan – among other policies.
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	Landscape character is defined as:
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	Background and Purpose of the Bradford District Landscape Character Assessment SPD


	What is an SPD?


	Who is it for?


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Planning officers and elected members: To provide guidance on the relative landscape character of different areas within

Bradford and to provide evidence-based guidance to help when considering the potential landscape effects of planning

applications within the District.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Developers: To provide guidance on the key landscape considerations that need to be taken into account when siting and

preparing planning applications for new development and how potential impacts can be minimised.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Members of the public: Who have an interest in or may wish to comment on proposed development schemes through the

planning process.




	How should this SPD be used?


	The Role of Landscape Character Assessment


	“a distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one landscape different from

another, rather than better or worse” 
	1


	1


	1


	1 Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment [pdf]. Available at:

 
	1 Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment [pdf]. Available at:

 
	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf


	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf




	1.10 
	1.10 
	1.10 
	Landscape character assessment is the process of identifying and describing such variations in character across a

landscape. It seeks to identify and explain the unique combination of features and attributes (characteristics) that make different

landscapes distinctive. The landscape is the result of the interaction between people and place which gives an area a local

identity. The ‘landscape wheel’ below illustrates how the different natural, cultural, and perceptual attributes of a landscape

combine to produce character.



	1.11 
	1.11 
	The process of landscape character assessment is described in the document ‘An Approach to Landscape Character

Assessment’ (Natural England, October 2014).



	1.12 
	1.12 
	Understanding the character of place and evaluating an area’s defining characteristics is a key component in managing

growth sustainably and ensuring that the inherent character and qualities of Bradford’s landscape can continue to be

appreciated. Understanding of character can be used to ensure that any change or development does not undermine whatever

is valued or characteristic in a particular landscape and help guide positive change that conserves, enhances, restores, or

creates local character.


	Figure 1.1: 
	Figure 1.1: 
	Figure 1.1: 
	The ‘landscape wheel’ 
	2


	2


	2


	2 Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment [pdf]. Available at:

 
	2 Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment [pdf]. Available at:

 
	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf
	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf


	1.13 
	1.13 
	1.13 
	At a national level, England is divided into 159 distinct National Character Areas (NCAs). Each is defined by a unique

combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity, history, and cultural and economic activity. There are descriptive profiles

available for each NCA (published in 2014 by Natural England) setting out information on landscape character, changes in the

landscape and an assessment of ecosystem services delivered.


	3
	3
	3
	3 Natural England (2014) National Character Area profiles [online]. Available at:  
	3 Natural England (2014) National Character Area profiles [online]. Available at:  
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character�
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character�
	area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles


	Figure 1.2: 
	Figure 1.2: 
	Figure 1.2: 
	National Character Areas
	Figure 1.3: 
	Figure 1.3: 
	Figure 1.3: 
	National and designated landscapes
	1.17 
	1.17 
	1.17 
	Landscape does not stop at administrative boundaries but continues seamlessly into surrounding districts. This

assessment therefore sits alongside the Landscape Character Assessments of the adjacent authorities including:



	1.18 
	1.18 
	The District of Bradford is a large metropolitan authority and covers an area of approximately 36,519 hectares (141 square

miles), as one of the five districts in the West Yorkshire conurbation. It has a (2021) population of approximately 547,000 and a

relatively high population density (as of 2019) of 1,473 people per square kilometre – against an England average of 434.


	4
	4
	4
	4 Office for National Statistics (2021) Population profiles for local authorities in England [online]. Available at:

 
	4 Office for National Statistics (2021) Population profiles for local authorities in England [online]. Available at:

 
	https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/populationprofilesforlocalauthoritie


	https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/populationprofilesforlocalauthoritie


	sinengland/2020-12-14


	Figure 1.4: 
	Figure 1.4: 
	Figure 1.4: 
	Bedrock geology
	Figure 1.5: 
	Figure 1.5: 
	Figure 1.5: 
	Superficial geology
	Figure 1.6: 
	Figure 1.6: 
	Figure 1.6: 
	Topography
	Figure 1.7: 
	Figure 1.7: 
	Figure 1.7: 
	Tranquillity

	Figure 1.8: 
	Figure 1.8: 
	Night Blight




	1.23 
	1.23 
	The European Landscape Convention (ELC) came into force in the UK in March 2007. It established the need to

recognise landscape in law; to develop landscape policies dedicated to the protection, management and planning of

landscapes; and to establish procedures for the participation of the general public and other stakeholders in the creation and

implementation of landscape policies. The ELC definition of ‘landscape’ recognises that all landscapes matter, be they ordinary,

degraded, or outstanding:



	1.24 
	1.24 
	The ELC puts emphasis on the whole landscape and all its values and is forward looking in its approach, recognising the

dynamic and changing character of landscape. Specific measures promoted by the ELC of direct relevance to this study include:



	1.25 
	1.25 
	The situation regarding the departure of the United Kingdom from the European Union (EU), or ‘Brexit’, is unrelated to the

ELC. The ELC is a convention of the Council of Europe, not the EU. Therefore, Brexit does not affect the status of this

convention, and as of 31st January 2020, the UK remains a signatory.



	1.26 
	1.26 
	This updated Landscape Character Assessment will continue to make a key contribution to the implementation of the ELC

in Bradford. It helps to reaffirm the importance of landscape, coordinate existing work and guide future work to protect, manage

and plan the landscape.



	1.27 
	1.27 
	The revised NPPF, published in July 2021, states in paragraph 174 that:















	1.19 
	1.19 
	Bradford is a key strategic location within the wider Leeds City Region – with three rail routes providing public transport

connectivity. It also has connections to the strategic highway network via the M606 and M62. The network of A roads provide

links to the surrounding settlements including Skipton, Colne, Halifax, Brighouse, Yeadon and Rawdon, Farsley and Pudsey,

and Leeds. These locational factors, combined with the quality of the rural areas, help make the area a popular place to live and

work.



	1.20 
	1.20 
	In landscape terms, the District is known for its high quality landscapes, with areas of high landscape value in close

proximity to the main urban areas. The landscape is varied and ranges from the rugged open moorland of the South Pennine

uplands to rolling farmland, and from open river valleys to wooded hillsides. The rural environment of two thirds of the District

enhances the quality of life enjoyed by both urban and rural residents.



	1.21 
	1.21 
	There are substantial areas of upland heathland and blanket bog to the west of the District, while the Coal Measures area

of the District contains more woodland, valley wetlands and unimproved grasslands – this latter area is also the focus of

demand for new development.



	1.22 
	1.22 
	Around one third of the District consists of built up urban areas. The main urban areas are Bradford (the inner city and

suburbs surrounding the City Centre), Shipley and Lower Baildon. Along the Airedale Valley north west of Shipley are the towns

of Bingley, Keighley and Silsden, and the smaller settlement of Cottingley, East Morton and Steeton-with-Eastburn. To the north

of Airedale is Wharfedale – characterised by the freestanding town of Ilkley, the smaller settlements of Menston and Burley in

Wharfedale, and the village of Addingham. The rural areas include many Pennine villages, some large in size such as Thornton,

Queensbury, as well as many smaller ones such as Denholme, Haworth, Oakworth, Oxenhope, Harden, Cullingworth and

Wilsden. These built up areas contain many highly valued heritage features, with the third highest number of designated assets

in the region and the World Heritage Site at Saltaire as the ‘jewel in Bradford’s crown’ and a number of designated historic

landscapes and gardens. A 16-mile navigable stretch of the Leeds and Liverpool canal is also protected by a conservation area

designation.















	1.14 
	1.14 
	Bradford District is part of three NCAs:


	1.15 
	1.15 
	1.15 
	NCAs within and surrounding the District are illustrated on Figure 1.2.



	1.16 
	1.16 
	There are no national landscape designations within the Bradford District. However, to the north east of the District sits the

Nidderdale AONB and the Yorkshire Dales National Park. The South Pennine Moors to the west of the District is the only

remaining large tract of upland landscape in England which is not a nationally designated AONB or National Park. It was

identified as a prospective national park in the 1940s but was never given this status. Instead, alternative landscape scale

initiatives have been undertaken to conserve and enhance the area’s natural, built and cultural assets and to increase

appreciation of them. The Pennine Prospects rural regeneration agency was formed in 2005 to advocate for this area, and from

this the South Pennines Park was created as a ‘self-appointed’ park. These landscapes are illustrated in Figure 1.3 in relation to

Bradford District.




















	Figure
	 
	National Level


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	NCA 36 Southern Pennines



	◼ 
	◼ 
	NCA 37 Yorkshire Southern Pennine Fringe



	◼ 
	◼ 
	NCA 38 Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield




	 
	Figure
	 
	Figure
	 
	Local Level


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Calderdale District LCA and Review of Special Landscape Area Designation (2016)



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Craven District outside the Yorkshire Dales National Park and Forest of Bowland AONB Landscape Appraisal (2002)



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Harrogate District LCA (2004)



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Kirklees District Landscape Character Assessment (2015)



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Lancashire LCA, A Landscape Strategy for Lancashire (2000) (covering parts of Craven and Pendle, Burnley and

Rossendale Districts)



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Leeds Landscape Assessment (1994)



	◼ 
	◼ 
	North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project (2011) (covering part of Craven and Harrogate Districts)



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Yorkshire Dales National Park LCA (covering part of the Craven District to the north of Bradford District)




	The Landscape Context in Bradford


	 
	Figure
	 
	Figure
	 
	Figure
	 
	Figure
	 
	Figure
	 
	Policy Context


	The European Landscape Convention


	“Landscape means an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural

and/or human factors.”


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The identification and assessment of landscape; and



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Improved consideration of landscape in existing and future sectoral and spatial policy and regulation.




	National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)


	“Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ …protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and soils (in a manner

commensurate with their statutory status or identified quality in the development plan) (para 174.a)



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ …recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits from natural capital and

ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land, and

of trees and woodland… (para 174.b)”


	1.28 
	1.28 
	1.28 
	The NPPF is supported by Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) which recognises the role that Landscape Character

Assessment plays in helping to understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape. This assessment for

Bradford provides evidence to help protect valued landscapes and recognise the intrinsic value and beauty of the countryside.


	5
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	5
	5 PPG paragraph 036, Reference ID: 8-036-20190721 / PPG paragraph 037, Reference ID: 8-037-20190721 
	5 PPG paragraph 036, Reference ID: 8-036-20190721 / PPG paragraph 037, Reference ID: 8-037-20190721 
	1.29 
	1.29 
	1.29 
	This Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) forms part of a sound evidence base to support the landscape policy and

other character policies in the emerging Bradford District Local Plan. At the time of writing, Bradford Council is developing a new

Local Plan, which will set out how the district will grow sustainably over the next 15 to 20 years and what that means for local

communities. The plan will feature new sites for housing and employment and a range of policies which will help guide

development and the determination of planning applications. It will also set out spatial strategies for local areas and settlements

and how they may change over the plan period to 2038.


	1.30 
	1.30 
	1.30 
	As an SPD, in the interim the LCA presented here also supports Bradford’s existing Local Plan – which was adopted in

July 2017. The adopted plan’s Core Strategy DPD sets the strategic planning framework and policies to guide development in

the district up until 2030 and will be replaced by the new Bradford Local Plan once adopted. The existing Core Strategy

highlights the quality of Bradford’s landscapes as one of the most striking features of the district and includes a dedicated

landscape policy EN4 (Bradford District Landscape Character Areas), which requires that:


	1.31 
	1.31 
	1.31 
	As the most up-to-date evidence base available on landscape, for these purposes this LCA SPD supersedes the previous

LCA SPD (published in 2008).

	2.1 
	2.1 
	The Landscape Character Assessment follows the method promoted by Natural England through ‘An Approach to

Landscape Character Assessment’ (2014), which embeds the principles of the European Landscape Convention (ELC) within

it.


	6
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	6 Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment [pdf]. Available at:

 
	6 Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment [pdf]. Available at:

 
	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf


	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf




	2.5 
	2.5 
	2.5 
	The process for undertaking the study involved three main stages as described below.









	2.2 
	2.2 
	The 2014 guidance lists the five key principles for landscape character assessment as follows:



	2.3 
	2.3 
	The assessment has been prepared within the framework set by Natural England’s Natural Character Areas and has

aimed to join up with surrounding authorities’ LCAs. It supersedes the previous Bradford Landscape Character Assessment

(2008) but draws on information from the 2008 assessment where this remains relevant.



	2.4 
	2.4 
	GIS was used throughout the study as the tool for collating, manipulating and presenting data.



















	Local Policy Context: Bradford’s Adopted and Emerging Local Plans


	“Development decisions as well as Plans, policies and proposals should make a positive contribution toward the

conservation, management and enhancement of the diversity of landscapes within the District… This should use the

approach set out in the Landscape Character SPD.”


	 
	-


	-


	Chapter 2


	Methodology
	 
	 

	Approach


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Landscape is everywhere and all landscape has character;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Landscape occurs at all scales and the process of Landscape Character Assessment can be undertaken at any scale;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The process of Landscape Character Assessment should involve an understanding of how the landscape is perceived and

experienced by people;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A Landscape Character Assessment can provide a landscape evidence base to inform a range of decisions and

applications; and



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A Landscape Character Assessment can provide an integrating spatial framework – a multitude of variables come

together to give us our distinctive landscapes.




	Process of Assessment


	Stage 1: Desk Review and Consultation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Inception;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Review and baseline data collection/collation;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Desk-based characterisation;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Classification and description; and



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Consultation with stakeholders (online workshop with key stakeholders and questionnaire sent to Parish Councils, as

detailed in Appendix C).


	2.6 
	2.6 
	2.6 
	A systematic field survey was undertaken to review and refine the draft classification and descriptions presented in the

interim report. This involved:







	Stage 2: Site Assessment


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Verifying and fine-tuning the classification of the landscape types and areas identified including review of boundaries;




	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Checking and identifying key characteristics;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Collecting aesthetic/perceptual information;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Identifying key sensitivities and valued attributes;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Taking photographs to provide a visual record of the landscape; and



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Providing more detailed guidance in relation to changes observed on the ground.




	Stage 3: Reporting


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Updating the interim report with field observations;



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Completing a landscape evaluation based on the field survey; and



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Submitting a draft for client review followed by a final report.


	2.7 
	2.7 
	2.7 
	The initial desk-based stage involved the collation of a wide range of up-to-date mapped information to ‘sense-check’ the

existing landscape classifications and to update the baseline. Designations relating to cultural heritage, nature conservation and

landscape were checked for any changes since the original LCA. Feedback from stakeholders helped to identify development

which has occurred since the previous 2008 LCA.



	2.8 
	2.8 
	Data used within the report, including data collated in the GIS database is shown in Table 2.1.


	Table 2.1: 
	Table 2.1: 
	Table 2.1: 
	GIS data


	Figure 2.1: 
	Figure 2.1: 
	Figure 2.1: 
	Landscape character types and areas




	2.9 
	2.9 
	Classification is concerned with dividing the landscape into areas of distinct, recognisable, and consistent common

character and grouping areas of similar character together.



	2.10 
	2.10 
	The update of the landscape classification for Bradford is based on a review of the 2008 approach, boundaries and new

information on landscape change. The 2008 Landscape Assessment subdivided the district into ten LCAs. Within each of the

LCAs there were several different LCTs. The 2022 approach has reviewed and rationalised the classification and identification

of generic LCTs and then subdivided these into geographically distinct LCAs. The original LCAs are mapped in Appendix A.



	2.11 
	2.11 
	This process resulted in the definition of 8 LCTs and 24 LCAs for Bradford District. The classification is shown on Figure

2.1.

	2.12 
	2.12 
	The Landscape Character Assessment is presented at LCA level and arranged by their respective LCT within the District

in Chapter 3.



	2.13 
	2.13 
	Each LCT section begins with an overview map showing the location of the LCT within the District and its relationship with

other LCTs and the component LCAs within it. The overview map is accompanied by an overview description of the LCT.



	2.14 
	2.14 
	The individual LCA profiles are each structured as follows:










	Desk Study


	Name 
	Name 
	Name 
	Name 
	Name 

	Source


	Source




	Name 
	Name 
	Name 

	Source


	Source





	Base OS mapping at 1:25k and 1:50k 
	Base OS mapping at 1:25k and 1:50k 
	Base OS mapping at 1:25k and 1:50k 
	Base OS mapping at 1:25k and 1:50k 

	Ordnance Survey via Bradford District Council


	Ordnance Survey via Bradford District Council




	Terrain 50 contour data 
	Terrain 50 contour data 
	Terrain 50 contour data 

	Ordnance Survey via Bradford District Council


	Ordnance Survey via Bradford District Council




	Superficial deposits, and bedrock geology 1:50K 
	Superficial deposits, and bedrock geology 1:50K 
	Superficial deposits, and bedrock geology 1:50K 

	British Geological Survey


	British Geological Survey




	Administrative boundaries 
	Administrative boundaries 
	Administrative boundaries 

	Bradford District Council


	Bradford District Council




	National Character Areas 
	National Character Areas 
	National Character Areas 

	Natural England


	Natural England




	Existing Bradford Landscape Character Assessment (2008) 
	Existing Bradford Landscape Character Assessment (2008) 
	Existing Bradford Landscape Character Assessment (2008) 

	Bradford District Council


	Bradford District Council




	Public Rights of Way, and access land 
	Public Rights of Way, and access land 
	Public Rights of Way, and access land 

	Natural England


	Natural England




	Cycle routes 
	Cycle routes 
	Cycle routes 

	Sustrans


	Sustrans




	Watercourses 
	Watercourses 
	Watercourses 

	Ordnance Survey


	Ordnance Survey




	Flood zones 
	Flood zones 
	Flood zones 

	Environmental Agency


	Environmental Agency




	Nature conservation designations 
	Nature conservation designations 
	Nature conservation designations 

	Natural England


	Natural England




	Local Wildlife Sites 
	Local Wildlife Sites 
	Local Wildlife Sites 

	West Yorkshire Ecology Service


	West Yorkshire Ecology Service




	Priority habitats 
	Priority habitats 
	Priority habitats 

	Natural England


	Natural England




	Forestry 
	Forestry 
	Forestry 

	Forestry Commission


	Forestry Commission




	Historic Landscape Characterisation dataset 
	Historic Landscape Characterisation dataset 
	Historic Landscape Characterisation dataset 

	West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service
	West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service


	Heritage designations 
	Heritage designations 
	Heritage designations 

	Historic England (national datasets) and Bradford District

Council (local datasets)


	Historic England (national datasets) and Bradford District

Council (local datasets)






	Classification


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Landscape Character Types (LCTs) share broadly similar patterns of geology, topography, vegetation, and human

influences in each area in which they occur. Although not identical they share a common pattern of elements such as LCT

A Moorland Plateau.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) – Each landscape type is divided into geographically specific character areas. These

share generic characteristics with other areas of the same type but have their own particular identity or ‘sense of place’

such as LCA A1 Rombalds Moor/Ilkley Moorland Plateau which falls within LCT A Moorland Plateau.




	 
	Figure
	 
	Landscape Character Area Profiles


	Landscape Character Area Reference and Name


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Each LCA has been given a geographically unique reference and name which refers back to the LCT.




	Location and Summary


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A paragraph summarising the defining landscape character and location of the LCA is followed by a location map

(1:25,000 scale) which shows the extent of the LCA and its relationship with other LCAs.




	Key Characteristics


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Written in bullet point format – this section provides a summary explanation of the key characteristics of the LCA which is

easily accessible.




	Representative Photos


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Photographs providing examples of the various views and key features of the specific landscape accompanied by captions

are included to help the reader appreciate the character of the LCA.


	2.15 
	2.15 
	2.15 
	This section provides a description of the most notable influences in the landscape within each LCA under the following

headings:


	2.16 
	2.16 
	2.16 
	The descriptive text is supplemented by plans.



	2.17 
	2.17 
	This section evaluates the pressures experienced by the landscape and the approaches which could be employed to

counter these pressures. This is considered by LCT to avoid repetition.



	2.18 
	2.18 
	The ‘Pressures and Forces for Change’ section relates to past, present and potential future changes that have or could

have a significant effect on landscape character. The key pressures and forces for change are broken down by themes

identified in the consultation process. Where a certain theme was not an issue within a specific LCT it has been omitted from the

list. The key themes include:










	Landscape Character Description


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Land Use and Field Patterns



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Cultural Associations and Historic Landscape



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement and Transport Pattern



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Access and Recreation



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Views and Perceptual Qualities




	Pressures and Forces for Change and Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate Change



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Development



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Heritage at Risk



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	2.19 
	2.19 
	2.19 
	Within the Guidance section, recommendations are made which seek to counter the identified pressures in order to

maintain and/or enhance landscape character.


	2.20 
	2.20 
	2.20 
	The main focus of the landscape character assessment is on the rural landscapes of the wider Bradford District, outside of

the urban area of the city of Bradford. The landscape character assessment excludes the urban area of the city of Bradford

because it would be more appropriate to assess this as part of a separate Townscape Character Assessment, which would

require a different approach and methodology.



	2.21 
	2.21 
	The focus of this landscape character assessment, however, does not negate the importance of large swathes of more

open landscapes within the urban area of Bradford. These areas may have been preserved from development due to their steep

topography, woodland, because of a range of other constraints or simply by chance. They often perform a function in separating

different localities and in maintaining the identity of historic villages or hamlets which have been absorbed into the metropolitan

area. In addition, they provide a range of health and well-being benefits to local residents.



	2.22 
	2.22 
	In reflection of this, a section has been added to this LCA to include a brief description of one open landscape within the

urban area and the developmental pressures it faces. This is not a full character assessment of the area, and should not be

treated as such, but it does provide an indication of the potential landscape value of this and similar landscapes within the urban

core and illustrates the importance of maintaining their valued characteristics.
	Figure 3.1: 
	Figure 3.1: 
	Figure 3.1: 
	Location of the Moorland Plateau













	Open Landscape within Urban Areas
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	Landscape Character Type A: Moorland Plateau


	 
	Figure
	LCT A Overview


	The Moorland Plateau landscape character type comprises large, elevated plateaus in the north and west of the district,

generally located between 300m AOD and 450m AOD. Defined by an underlying Millstone Grit geology, visually prominent,

undulating landforms with steeply sloping sides of exposed gritstone and crag outcrops create a dramatic backdrop to the open

landscape. Vegetation within this character type is consistent across the dispersed LCAs, and mainly comprises heather,

moorland grasses and bracken. The elevated plateaus and low growing vegetation result in a visually open character, with

expansive views across the district and to the Nidderdale AONB in the north. Few watercourses are found across this character

type, except for small stream tributaries flowing down towards the Rivers Aire and Wharfe. There is little to no settlement within

this character type, however a strong network of public rights of way criss-cross the plateaus and connect down into the settled

valleys.


	There are two LCAs within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A1: Rombalds Moor



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A2. Haworth Moorland Plateau
	Figure 3.2: 
	Figure 3.2: 
	Figure 3.2: 
	Location of LCA A1





	  
	A1. Rombalds Moor


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Rombalds Moor LCA consists of an elevated upland plateau covering approximately 90 square kilometres. It is situated

between the River Aire in the south and River Wharfe in the north. The plateau encompasses the northernmost high point within

the district, and steep slopes descend from the plateau on all sides, creating a clear transition to the surrounding areas.

Intermittent blocks of forestry and drystone enclosed pasture fields on these descending slopes contrast against the elevated

undulating landform and unbroken stretches of moorland. These highlight the distinct differences in between the character of the

upland plateau and the surrounding valley sides, and reinforce the boundary to the adjacent landscape types.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Glacial processes and subsequent fluvial erosion have created a large, elevated landform between Airedale and

Wharfedale valleys to the north and south, with rocky outcrops along the fringes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils and the elevated, broad topography have resulted in a remote and open landscape, with

expansive views across the surrounding valleys.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Across the upper reaches of the plateau the field pattern is largely unenclosed common land, but transitions into large,

irregular fields defined by relatively intact drystone walls further down the slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Vegetation across the LCA generally consists of large mosaics of heather, moorland grasses, blanket bog, and

bracken which is uniform in its low profile and provides good habitat for ground breeding birds, leading to its

designation as part of the South Pennine Moors Special Protection Area/Special Area of Conservation/Site of Special

Scientific Interest.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The moorland plateau is rich with evidence of the prehistoric human settlement, with numerous examples of Neolithic

carved rocks (eg cup and ring marked boulders), and evidence of settlement boundaries.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland across the LCA is limited and contained within conifer plantations on falling slopes to the south and west.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Sparse remnants of industrial heritage can be found on slopes to the north and east at dams and reservoirs, and now

defunct quarries at Hanging Stones, Graining Head Quarries, and smaller scattered extraction sites across the LCA.

Peat extraction areas have also been found in the boggy areas at Hollins Hall.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement is sparse and contained along the northern edge of the LCA in proximity to Ilkley and Burley in

Wharfedale.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The elevated landform affords panoramic views across the surrounding valleys and countryside, including north to the

Nidderdale AONB, with views unobstructed by topography or vegetation.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Uniformity in topography, vegetation, and landscape elements across the plateau contributes to the wild upland

character and a sense of place that is distinct from the wider district.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Variation in rock formations, vegetation and field enclosures are present along the edges of the LCA, introducing

smaller-scale elements and forming the transition zone to adjacent character types.
	Figure 3.3: 
	Figure 3.3: 
	Figure 3.3: 
	Example photos from LCA A1
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	Figure 3.4: 
	Figure 3.4: 
	Figure 3.4: 
	Topography of LCA A1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Panoramic views across the settled valleys below. 
	 
	A well-connected network of footpaths crossing the moorlands.


	 
	 
	 
	Cup and ring marked boulders remnants of prehistoric settlement. 
	 
	Landcover is primarily upland heath and bracken.


	 
	 
	 
	Recreation, including climbing at Cow and Calf rocks. 
	 
	Views north towards Nidderdale AONB.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises a mix of shales and sandstone, in alternating bands. The northern edge of the plateau

consists of Addingham Edge Grit.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Extended ice coverage and subsequent movement and melt contributed to the boggy qualities in patches across the moor

where clay soils were deposited. These areas now form peat bogs and are important areas of carbon sequestration within

the LCA and wider region.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The elevated moor rises to 402m AOD at its highest point and falls to approximately 285m AOD on the descending slopes

fringing the plateau to the south.
	Figure 3.5: 
	Figure 3.5: 
	Figure 3.5: 
	Natural heritage of LCA A1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Vegetation across the moor generally consists of plants that thrive in more acidic conditions. Species growing in the

elevated stretches of upland heathland habitat are largely uniform in scale, and comprise heather, tufted grasses, bilberry

and bracken, and areas of muir. The wetter patches in bog conditions include rush, bog cotton, sphagnum moss and

sedges.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are small areas of semi-improved and unimproved acidic and neutral grassland on the fringes of the plateau. These

areas border and transition into adjacent character types and areas of improved pasture on the lower slopes. Small

patches of scrubby vegetation can also be found in these areas including birch, hazel, oak and ash.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Blocks of conifer plantation are located along slopes to the south, at Rivock Edge Plantation, White Crag Plantation, with

smaller groupings to the south east near Graincliffe Reservoir.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The ecological importance of the core upland heathland habitat supports important breeding bird species such as curlew,

lapwing, meadow pipit among others, and contributes to the area’s status as a SSSI, SPA, and SAC.
	Figure 3.6: 
	Figure 3.6: 
	Figure 3.6: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA A1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	As a result of poor quality acidic soils with areas of blanket bog, the landscape is primarily used for rough grazing, with

smaller fragments along the lower slopes comprising improved pasture and conifer plantation.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Extensive area of muirburn are located across the south and south eastern slopes of the moors and are indicative of the

grouse moor management strategies that have developed over the 20th century. Grouse shooting on areas of the moor

under Bradford Council control ended in 2018, however burn patterns are still evident across the heather from past

management and recent wildfires.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recent management has shifted to rewetting and restoration of blanket bog and mechanical management of heather,

resulting in improved diversity of vegetation structure and improved habitat for birds.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landscape across the moors is largely undivided, with expansive horizons and unbroken stretches of heather and

moorland vegetation. This character begins to transition at the edges of the LCA, with drystone walls forming large scale

irregular field boundaries and blocks of conifer woodland breaking up the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increasingly, the dominance of peat on the moorlands enhances the role of the moorlands for carbon sequestration.
	Figure 3.7: 
	Figure 3.7: 
	Figure 3.7: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA A1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is strongly remote in relation to the rest of the district, due to the limited settlement pattern, rural land uses, and

wild open character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of open land cover the majority of the LCA, with smaller areas of enclosure occurring around the peripheries.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The moorland plateau is rich with prehistoric rock carvings, enclosures and cairns, with several scheduled monuments

along the north eastern slopes at Backstone Beck, Green Crag, Hangingstones, and Cow and Calf Rocks. Cup and ring

marked boulders and outcrops are dotted across the moor, and indicative of the prehistoric human settlement that once

occurred across the plateau.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Distinctive rock outcrops and boulders at the fringes of the plateau have long held interest, with numerous gritstone crags

and old quarries providing visual variety and recreational use today in the form of rock climbing.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Remnants of the closely linked relationship between the physical environment and the development of industry are still

evident in the landscape. Now defunct quarries are dotted across the landscape and demonstrative of valuable geologic

imprints. A series of reservoirs were built in the 1800s to support the growing populations in surrounding valley-bottom

towns and can be found in the east of the LCA along Carr Beck, a tributary of the River Wharfe.
	Figure 3.8: 
	Figure 3.8: 
	Figure 3.8: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA A1







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The moors host little to no settlement, with isolated farmsteads and residential properties at the northern slopes, near

Ilkley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is one service track, Ilkley/Keighley Road, which crosses north-south over the centre of the plateau. Informal

forestry tracks are found in the large blocks of conifer plantation on the western slopes.
	Figure 3.9: 
	Figure 3.9: 
	Figure 3.9: 
	Access and recreation of LCA A1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Offering extensive areas of Open Access Land, the moorland plateau has long been recognised as providing valued

recreational opportunities within a remote and secluded landscape. These qualities provide a sense of escapism to local

communities, across a well-connected and used network of footpaths.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by an extensive network of public rights of way. There are a number of long distance walking

routes passing through the LCA, including the Millennium Way, Dales Way, Ebor Way, and Welcome Way.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A section of the promoted Stanza Stones walk, associated with the poet Simon Armitage, passes along the northern edge

of Ilkley Moor between the settlements of Haworth and Ilkley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Hanging Stones Quarry, Twelve Apostles Stone Circle, Swastika Stone, and Cow and Calf Stone are key cultural and

recreational attractions within the LCA.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Panoramic views are afforded from the moorland plateau, with long-distance views of the surrounding rural landscape,

across pastoral slopes and settlements along the valley floor to the north and south. The low-growing vegetation across

the ‘moorscape’ allows unencumbered views.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The plateau topography, expansive vistas across undivided fields, and broad swaths of heath, bog and muir contribute to

the strongly remote and wild moorland character. Along the descending slopes fringing the plateau this character begins to

transition into a more pastoral landscape, with smaller scale features and field patterns.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Distinctive rock formations along the craggy slopes to the north and numerous rock formations across the plateau

contribute to a strong sense of time-depth.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are some vertical elements including a wood pole overhead line and communication masts visible within the area

and a number of wind turbines visible outside of the area. However, these do not detract from the general character and

visual amenity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA retains a strong experience of dark night skies and tranquillity, particularly the centre and western slopes of the

plateau. Though at a distance, the settled valley floors to the north, south, and east introduce some human activity and

light pollution at those edges, with minimal effects on dark night skies and tranquillity.
	Figure 3.10: 
	Figure 3.10: 
	Figure 3.10: 
	Location of LCA A2





	  
	A2. Haworth Moorland Plateau


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Haworth Moorland Plateau LCA consists of an elevated upland plateau forming the north west edge of Bradford district. The

LCA is split into two distinct blocks, separated by lower ground surrounding Two Laws Road which forms part of the moorland

fringe. Blanket bog and upland heath dominate the moorland landscape. The absence of infrastructure and woodland permit

characteristic open views across the moorland and towards the wooded valleys further east. Higher elevation, unenclosed land

and open access distinguish the moorland plateau from the moorland fringe to the east.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Wide sweeps of upland moorland, forming part of the wider South Pennine Moors, underlain by carboniferous

sandstones.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ High rainfall and peat deposits result in blanket bog soils and numerous small water courses which form gullies.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Across the upper reaches of the plateau the field pattern is largely unenclosed common land.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Priority habitats for blanket bog, upland heath, grass moor and fragmented heath dominate, and most of the LCA falls

within the South Pennine Moors SPA, SAC and SSSI designations.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Deciduous woodland across the LCA is limited and mostly found within the steeper, water course eroded gullies.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Planted coniferous shelter belts and woodland blocks are present in places and stand out along the skyline.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Remnants of historic agriculture and industrial heritage can be found in the forms of abandoned farmsteads, dams

and reservoirs, and remains of quarries.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement is absent with only very limited isolated farmsteads resulting in a strong sense of remoteness.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A valuable recreational landscape, due to the right to roam across the moorlands.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The elevated landform affords panoramic views across the surrounding valleys and countryside, including west across

the wider South Pennine Moors upland landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Uniformity in topography, vegetation, and landscape elements across the plateau contributes to the wild upland

character and a sense of place that is distinct from the wider district.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ There are important cultural associations between this bleak landscape and the Brontës and Wuthering Heights.
	Figure 3.11: 
	Figure 3.11: 
	Figure 3.11: 
	Example photos from LCA A2
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	Figure 3.12: 
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	Figure 3.12: 
	Topography of LCA A2










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Public rights of way around Keighley Moor Reservoir. 
	 
	Wetland and watercourses within the moorland landscape.


	 
	 
	 
	Coniferous plantation prominent along the skyline. 
	 
	Native tree planting to create some shelter belts along rural lanes.


	 
	 
	 
	Penistone Hill Country Park welcome sign. 
	 
	Drystone structures associated with grouse shooting.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones, primarily within the Millstone Grit

Group. There are some areas of slightly younger Rough Rock sandstone, particularly in the south.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Distinctive rock outcrops created by frost weathering during the cold periglacial periods of the last Quaternary. The

Alcomden stones in the west of the LCA exemplify this.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are superficial deposits of peat within the LCA in the north and along the western and southern boundaries. This

has influenced the presence of blanket bog with peaty soils which are naturally wet. These peat bogs play an important

role in carbon sequestration within this LCA and the wider Pennine Moors.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Springs and small water courses permeate the landscape as a result of the high water table. These form small gullies

across the moor. In the south this includes artificial drainage channels and conduits. Rewetting work across parts of the

moorland increase surface water, for example around Keighley Moor Reservoir.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The upland landform reaches heights of 440m. At higher elevations the topography is generally flat. At lower elevations, in

the east, rolling landform and some steeper slopes around water courses add local topographic variation.
	Figure 3.13: 
	Figure 3.13: 
	Figure 3.13: 
	Natural heritage of LCA A2







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Natural habitats associated with upland moorland dominate. This includes priority habitats for blanket bogs, upland heath,

grass moorland and fragmented heath. Together, these habitats create an important habitat mosaic valued by a number of

breeding birds.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of the area falls within the South Pennine Moors SPA, SAC and SSSI. The major habitats within this area are

blanket bag, including both wet heath, with dwarf shrub, cotton grasses and mosses such as sphagnum, and dry heath.

More dominant grass moor habitat across the Haworth Moorland Plateau is distinct from the dominant bracken and heath

to the north at Rombalds Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The SPA is designated for populations of merlin, golden plover and twite (also known as the Pennine finch). Penistone Hill

Country Park Local Wildlife Site has been designated for its notable heath habitat.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In addition, there are several local wildlife sites, predominantly in the south. This includes Nan Scar Clough and Sun Hill

Clough, which are associated with steep gullies, water courses, more dense vegetation and some clough woodland.

These larger watercourses and clough woodlands distinguish this LCA from Rombalds Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a general lack of tree cover and woodland throughout. Where native tree cover does exist, it is concentrated

within steep gullies and consists of stunted wet woodland species and hawthorn. Coniferous shelter belts are associated

with farmsteads.
	Figure 3.14: 
	Figure 3.14: 
	Figure 3.14: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA A2







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of the LCA is unenclosed moorland, forming part of a wider area which extends to the west outside of the

Bradford District. This also includes areas of registered common, at Keighley Moor and Haworth Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The primary land holder is Yorkshire Water. The capture and storage of drinking water is a crucial role of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Moorland in this area has historically been, and in places continues to be, managed for grouse shooting. This includes

draining moorlands and rotational burning to promote the growth of young heather.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the south, at Bentley allotments, historic enclosure has reverted to moorland, although geometric drainage ditches and

remnants of drystone walls remain.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	On lower slopes, in the east, parliamentary enclosures are present, reflecting late 19th century enclosure characterised by

straight-edged field pattern bounded by drystone walls. As a result of poor quality acidic soils with areas of blanket bog,

the landscape is primarily used for rough grazing, predominantly for sheep.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increasingly, the dominance of peat on the moorlands enhances the role of the moorlands for carbon sequestration.
	Figure 3.15: 
	Figure 3.15: 
	Figure 3.15: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA A2







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Despite the natural appearance, the tree-less landscape is a man-made product of grazing which has taken place since

the bronze age. Historically, crop cultivation also took place after deforestation. This resulted in nutrient depletion and,

along with cooler and wetter conditions reduced the potential for arable cultivation and resulted in the population moving

into the valleys.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Historic ties between climatic variability and agriculture on the moors have resulted in abandoned farmsteads and

drystone walls present in the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is strongly remote relative to the rest of the district due to the limited settlement pattern, rural land uses, and wild

open character. The cultural links between this dramatic landscape and the work of the Brontës (especially Wuthering

Heights) enhances the cultural and recreational value of the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landscape also shows evidence of more recent industrial activity. This includes the presence of reservoirs such as

Keighley Moor Reservoir and Thornton Moor Reservoir. Remnants of historic quarries are present, with associated spoil

heaps boulders and pond formation. These supported the industrial revolution and growing populations in the adjoining

river valleys.
	Figure 3.16: 
	Figure 3.16: 
	Figure 3.16: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA A2







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are no settlements on the moors and isolated farmsteads are sparse.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The road network is relatively sparse and generally comprises minor lanes. In the south east of the LCA the A6033 is a

notable exception, providing connectivity from Keighley to the south west towards Hebden Bridge in neighbouring

Calderdale.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The main infrastructure within the area is associated with the reservoirs, including access roads, dams and drains.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is some limited infrastructure associated with grouse shooting, primarily drystone shooting butts.
	Figure 3.17: 
	Figure 3.17: 
	Figure 3.17: 
	Access and recreation of LCA A2







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The vast majority of the LCA is open access land which forms an important recreational asset, bolstered by its literary

connections to the Brontës, highlighted by the Brontë Waterfalls, Brontë Bridge and Brontë Stones Walk which links

together a number of memorial stones to the sisters within the landscape between Thornton and Haworth.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In addition, an extensive network of public rights of way serves the area. The Millennium Way, Calder Aire Link and Brontë

Way long distance walking routes, as well as the Pennine Way National Trail pass through the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the east, Penistone Hill Country Park is easily accessed from Haworth and is served by a number of car parks.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Panoramic views are afforded from the moorland plateau, with long-distance views of the surrounding rural landscape,

across pastoral slopes and settlements along the valley floor in the distance to the east. The low-lying vegetation across

the ‘moorscape’ provides uninterrupted, open views.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The moorland plateau forms a vast expanse which links to a perception of ‘wildness’. During winter months this can create

the perception of a bleak landscape characterised by roaring winds and biting rains.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The rolling topography, expansive vistas across unenclosed land and broad swaths of heath and bog contribute to the

strong moorland character. Along the descending slopes in the east this character begins to transition into a more pastoral

landscape.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA retains a strong experience of dark night skies and tranquillity, particularly the centre and western slopes of the

plateau. Though at a distance, the settled valley floors to the north, south, and east introduce some human activity and

light pollution at those edges, with minimal effects on dark night skies and tranquillity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The A6033 locally reduces the sense of tranquillity and remoteness as it passes across the moors in the south.


	  
	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT A: Moorland Plateau


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change leading to increased periods of drought, could result in changes to the water table and reduce soil water

content and the presence of springs and small becks across the LCT.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Reduced streamflow on falling slopes to the east and west may affect water levels, and subsequently heath and

riparian vegetation at Burley Moor, Carr Bottom Reservoir, and Cranshaw Moss.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	As temperatures rise and the moorland becomes drier, the risk of wildfires is increasing significantly posing a threat to

wildlife and the substantial carbon sink of the moorland’s underlying peat.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conversely, climate change is expected to increase winter rainfall which has the potential to cause flooding at lower

elevations. This puts pressure on the importance of rewetting within moorland areas, increasing water storage and slowing

the flow downstream.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change may result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall, potentially causing erosion issues along the

sandstone escarpments. These could potentially disturb habitats and iconic rock features along these edges.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Key formations such as Cow and Calf may be more susceptible to erosion.







	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Diversification of upland farms on the moorland edge leading to renovations and extensions to agricultural holdings may

detract from rural character in places. Diversification can also increase rewilding practices, increasing the natural value but

may also impact on the sense of time-depth and sense of place provided by the characteristic network of grazed, regular

fields bounded by drystone walls.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recent decreases in grazing pressure across the moors has resulted in more tree growth, mostly concentrated across the

slopes. Uncertainty over changes to agricultural funding may lead to further changes in grazing pressure and subsequent

impacts on moorland edge grassland character.




	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	In response to climate change there is an increase in pressure for renewable energy. The exposed character of the

moorlands makes them favourable locations for wind turbines from a technical perspective. This would create vertical

intrusions on the skyline and reduce the remote qualities of the LCT.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Pressure for wind energy development includes areas north east of the lower-lying Sandwith Moor in neighbouring

Harrogate, which is visible from the elevated areas at Ilkley Moor.



	– 
	– 
	A2: Pressure for wind energy development includes uplands in proximity to Keighley and further south around

Ovenden Moor and in neighbouring Calderdale District.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	The moorland is currently undeveloped and unsettled and any development would represent a step change in the

settlement form and reduce the remote character.




	Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Uncertainty over new Environmental Land Managements Schemes (ELMS) and the impact this will have on habitat

management for upland farming.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Grazing reductions have resulted in the emergence of a mosaic of heath, bracken, scrub and trees in areas across the

moors, requiring management. Rewetting of peat will assist in preventing trees and bracken from colonising.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Pressure for additional tree planting could detract from the exposed character of the moorlands. There is a balance to be

struck between enhancing carbon sequestration on peat moorlands through re-wetting, and enhancing biodiversity value

within woodland.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Natural tree regeneration occurring on the northern slopes may have impacts on moorland and heather

vegetation.



	– 
	– 
	A2: Tree planting, particularly shelter belts along roads and near farmsteads are becoming more commonplace,

detracting from the open vistas and large skies.



	– 
	– 
	A2: Rewetting the moorland, including through sphagnum regeneration and leaky dams may reduce public access

across the moors particularly during winter.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Previously areas of moorland were managed for grouse shooting and changes to this practice will give rise to new

management regimes and habitat creation opportunities.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Grouse shooting on Ilkley Moor ended in 2018 after the lease expired.



	– 
	– 
	A2: Yorkshire Water have announced they will review leases for grouse shooting on their land when they come up for

renewal. This includes parts of Keighley Moor and Haworth Moor.







	Heritage at Risk


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Archaeological findings of national importance, most notably rock carvings, stone circles, and evidence of prehistoric

settlement (and including features not fully explored or understood) are impacted by recreational pressures across the

open moors.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Prominent and well-known prehistoric sites across Rombalds Moor have been damaged by footfall and other

recreational pressures, notably the Twelve Apostles stone circle.



	– 
	– 
	A2: The Mesolithic landscape is sealed below the peat and not fully understood. Changes to the water table and

drying out of blanket bog could expose these historic landscapes and put them at risk from damage from recreation

and weathering.







	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Most of the moorland is accessible and increased recreational pressure is likely to be concentrated around key sites.

Across the LCT recreational pressures have the potential to affect habitats through erosion, changing the character of the

plateaux.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: The numerous historical rock formations and carvings across the plateau, and defunct quarries on the north face

are a key visitor destination. The area contains a limited number of car parks to cater for visitors. Pressure for further

recreational infrastructure and pressure on existing footpaths could impact on the area’s rural character.



	– 
	– 
	A1: Pressure from off-road mountain biking has impacted semi-natural habitat on the northern slopes.



	– 
	– 
	A2: Recreational pressures around Alcomden Stones, including from off-road vehicles.







	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased development and visitor numbers increases the risk in relation to antisocial behaviour and littering.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Litter frequently seen around key attractions such as Cow and Calf stones and paths in the vicinity.



	– 
	– 
	A2: Increasing concerns over littering and anti-social behaviour due to increased development at Cullingworth.







	Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sensitively manage potential flood prevention schemes, ensuring they respect cultural heritage and provide opportunities

to increase natural heritage.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the characteristic field pattern on the highly visible valley sides. Maintain the drystone walls, repair where

necessary ensuring that restoration is carried out sensitively and with due regard to local style and construction.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Avoid development creep along the fringes of the LCAs, which would fundamentally alter the isolated and remote

characteristics of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Make efforts to limit intervisibility to new renewable schemes in the wider context, which may affect the remote

characteristics.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Enhance areas of bog and carry out peatland restoration. Particularly consider opportunities to remove conifer plantations

and replace with bog restoration. The aesthetic impact of these projects should be considered in their implementation.

Consider species which may be more drought tolerant and therefore resilient to climate change.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Enhance and widen corridors of riparian habitat mosaic (including grassland and rush habitats) adjacent to the waterways.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Rewetting moorland, ‘slowing the flow’, and other Natural Flood Management options to reduce downstream flooding.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased wildfire risk on moorlands due to climate change can be managed through peatland firebreak design, rewetting

strategies and education.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the exposed character of the moors by limiting the impact of woodland on the skyline and concentrating tree

planting and regeneration along cloughs and becks. This will allow an increase in tree cover without conflicting with

landscape character. Tree planting on the exposed open moorland should be avoided. Tree species should include a

range of diverse species, using native species where possible given projected changes to climate.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A2: Opportunities for clough woodland planting in valleys associated with becks near Round Hill, Morkin Beck,

Middleclough Beck, Ponden Clough Beck, South Dean Beck, and near Grinding Stone Hole.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Avoid tree planting in areas with important and rare grassland or fungi communities.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A2: The moorland fringe along the border with neighbouring Calderdale host international important CHEGD

grassland fungi communities.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the ancient character of the moor. Manage recreational pressure around scheduled monuments, historic rock

formations and carvings, and maintain valued footpaths.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	A1: Key features such as Twelve Apostles and Cow and Calf should be protected from excess recreation pressure

and restored where possible.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Balance the potential conflicting interests between moorland restoration and archaeology, avoiding restoration works that

may disturb deeper soil layers and affect undiscovered/unexplored archaeological features.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Work with South Pennine Park to manage visitor pressure on rights of way and open access land along the moorland

fringes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Celebrate the area’s history and cultural associations beyond the Brontë connection through interpretation.
	Figure 3.18: 
	Figure 3.18: 
	Figure 3.18: 
	Location of the Moorland Fringe







	  
	Landscape Character Type B: Moorland Fringe


	 
	Figure
	LCT B Overview


	Comprised of sloping landforms descending from the moorland plateaus, the pastoral and rural fields of this LCT lie adjacent to

the areas of elevated landform in the north and west of the district. Smoothly sloping fields from 250m AOD to 150m AOD form

visually open expanses and provide a scenic backdrop to the more densely settled valleys below. Almost exclusively in pastoral

use, improved grasslands form unbroken belts across the hillsides. There are fragmented patches of Open Access moorland

amidst the enclosed field system, as well as unimproved grasslands which support important CHEGD fungi. Woodland cover

consists of isolated patches across the landscape, and drystone walls trail up the hillsides to form a striking pattern across this

character type. Settlement is sparse and limited to isolated farmsteads, indicative of the long-standing agricultural land use of

the area. Despite the unpopulated character, there are numerous public rights of way, connecting the remote upland plateaus

with the settled areas below.


	There are three LCAs within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	B1. Keighley Moorland Fringe



	◼ 
	◼ 
	B2. Cullingworth and Haworth Moorland Fringe



	◼ 
	◼ 
	B3. Silsden and Baildon Moorland Fringe
	Figure 3.19: 
	Figure 3.19: 
	Figure 3.19: 
	Location of LCA B1





	  
	B1. Keighley Moorland Fringe


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Keighley Moorland Fringe LCA encompasses hilly upland, incorporating parts of Steeton Moor in the north, Branshaw Moor

in the south and parts of Keighley Moor in the west. The area lies north west of Keighley and features an expansive network of

improved grassland with a regular pattern of drystone walls and, an exposed open character. This represents 18th and 19th

century enclosure from moorland. Pockets of deciduous woodland are infrequent and typically associated within narrow incised

cloughs and around reservoirs. The LCA forms a plateau which slopes gently from more elevated areas adjacent to Keighley

Moor in the west, to the urban edge of Keighley in the south east. The wooded valleys of North Beck and Worth Beck intersect

the LCA.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Undulating upland landform underlain predominantly by carboniferous sandstones.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils and sloping topography support a predominantly grazed landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A prevalent geometric field pattern of small to medium-scale rectilinear fields defined by drystone walls; often

originating from 18th and 19th century surveyed enclosure.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Landcover is primarily improved grasslands, with fragmented areas of upland heath and moorland providing important

supporting habitat used by birds to forage within the extensive moorland plateaux further up the slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland and riparian vegetation is concentrated around cloughs, reservoirs, and older farmsteads or clusters of

cottages. Limited canopy cover at higher elevations informs a stark, exposed character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement includes dispersed farmsteads within the LCA. More suburban development is present at lower elevations

where settlements spill onto the moorland fringes from the valleys. These often have pre-industrial agricultural origins.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The impact of the industrial revolution resulted in growing settlements, including Laycock and Oakworth, with built

development connecting this area with neighbouring river valleys downslope.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ More recent farm diversification and expansion has increased the presence of modern development, including large

storage barns and isolated wind turbines.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Long-distance views of the surrounding valleys are afforded from the slopes, with clear intervisibility to the densely

settled valley floors.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Associations with the upland moors, with increasing sense of remoteness to the west.
	Figure 3.20: 
	Figure 3.20: 
	Figure 3.20: 
	Example photos from LCA B1
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	Figure 3.21: 
	Figure 3.21: 
	Topography of LCA B1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Cattle grazing on sloping pasture near Oakworth. 
	 
	Drystone walls define straight-edged field margins.


	 
	 
	 
	Intervisibility across North Beck wooded valley to the urban edge of

Keighley.


	 
	Recreational use at Oakworth Cricket Club.


	 
	 
	 
	Redcar Tarn popular picnic spot. 
	 
	Laycock Conservation Area.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises a mix of Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones, chiefly comprising the

Millstone Grit Group. These sedimentary rocks are composed of primarily siliceous minerals.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The acidic siliceous minerals have resulted in acidic soils throughout the area. In places areas of blanket bog and peat

accumulation impede drainage and result in naturally wet surfaces.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Springs and tarns permeate the landscape as a result of the high water table associated with these soils. Some of these

form coherent watercourses which flow into the surrounding river valleys, including Nook Beck which becomes

Newsholme Beck a watercourse which is associated with some alluvium deposits.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Devensian glaciation which took place north of the Airedale Valley has resulted in Quaternary deposits of till across

the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography forms an undulating and varied upland plateau which fluctuates between approximately 200m AOD and

350m AOD, with higher elevations in the west.
	Figure 3.22: 
	Figure 3.22: 
	Figure 3.22: 
	Natural heritage of LCA B1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landcover across the area is generally consistent, comprising large areas of improved grassland with limited

biodiversity value. Key areas of unimproved grassland supporting CHEGD fungi remain particularly on more inaccessible

slopes. These open areas are uninterrupted by pockets of woodland or settlement.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of priority upland heathland are present in fragmented blocks in the north west. Additional areas are identified as

being within the moorland line, representing the presence of semi-natural grazing or rocky outcrops within the northern

part of the LCA and near Branshaw Quarries. Although moorland, these areas differ from the character of open continuous

moorland in LCT A Open Plateau Moorland due to their small scale and close association with neighbouring enclosed

land.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Blocks of deciduous woodland are limited and tend to be concentrated around Oakworth and at Steeton Moor. Woodland

tends to be linked with parkland and notable farmhouses. The limited woodland cover reduces the ecological connectivity

across the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are two local wildlife sites: Steeton Reservoir (which incorporates priority habitat for purple moor grass and rush

pasture and lowland dry acid grassland) and White Hill.
	Figure 3.23: 
	Figure 3.23: 
	Figure 3.23: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA B1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The acidic, wet soils have low fertility creating grade 4 (poor) and grade 5 (very poor) agricultural land. As a result, the

dominant land use is pasture, supporting sheep and cattle grazing.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern is predominantly small to medium-scale with straight-sided, regular, drystone wall boundaries, creating a

geometric mosaic across the landscape. This reflects the extensive 18th and 19th century surveyed enclosure from

moorland. This strict geometric pattern is a dominant characteristic in the landscape and informs a strong sense of place.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Smaller areas of older piecemeal enclosure near to the wooded slopes and water courses reflect the older agricultural

history closer to the valleys and slopes. These are prominent at Newsholme, along the southern boundary of the LCA and

Slippery Ford. These older enclosures also feature relatively straight field boundaries.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Around Laycock, narrow, regular strip fields also reflect this older agricultural history closer to the wooded slopes.
	Figure 3.24: 
	Figure 3.24: 
	Figure 3.24: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA B1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The distinctive, 18th and 19th century field patterns are defined by traditional drystone walls, which in many places are

intact. This, as well as the numerous listed farmsteads concentrated within the piecemeal enclosure contribute to a strong

sense of time-depth within the LCA. There is a concentration of listed buildings near the historic hamlets of Newsholme

and Oldfield in the south.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Parts of two conservation areas lie within the LCA: Oakworth to the south and Laycock and Goose Eye to the north.

Oakworth originated as several agricultural hamlets which converged to form an industrial mill settlement. Laycock also

has agricultural roots and is now part of a larger settlement together with the industrial Goose Eye in the neighbouring

valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tewitt Hall and associated parkland were located west of Oakworth. The formal parkland character has been lost due to

the area’s current pastoral land use. The original building has been retained, though modern farm structures have been

added around it. Remnants of the previous parkland character include thick tree belts in the otherwise open landscape

and an avenue approaching the house.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Bradshaw Plantation formed part of the parkland associated with Oakworth House which was located in what is now

known as Holden Park in Oakworth. Oakworth House burnt down in 1909.
	Figure 3.25: 
	Figure 3.25: 
	Figure 3.25: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA B1







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlements within the area are primarily found on the edge of the wooded valley slopes of the surrounding LCAs (C2, C1,

D3). Industrial expansion has resulted in these settlements converging with industrial development further down the slopes

and also the settlements in the valleys encroaching onto higher ground. The resultant effect is that the settlements appear

to ‘spill over’ from the wooded valley slopes up onto the stark moorland fringe.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tree cover is present within the settlements which in places helps to integrate them into the landscape. However, the

larger settlement of Keighley is characterised by straight abrupt edges which are generally poorly integrated by vegetation.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Away from the wooded slopes, settlement is sparse, limited to isolated farmsteads and cottages along rural lanes and

associated with the surrounding pasture. These reflect the local sandstone and gritstone vernacular, characteristic of West

Yorkshire.
	Figure 3.26: 
	Figure 3.26: 
	Figure 3.26: 
	Access and recreation of LCA B1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by an extensive network of public rights of way and rural lanes, particularly in the south. This

includes the Millennium Way promoted long distance walking route. Short, unconnected sections of cycle route, including

part of Route 69 of the National Cycle Network form a fragmented cycle network in the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Redcar Tarn, in the north, is close to the Millennium Way and has become a popular picnic spot. The site offers striking

views across the surrounding moorland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The settlement of Oakworth benefits from good open space provision, including Branshaw Golf Course to the north east

and Holden Park within the settlement.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are fragments of open access land, remnants from when moorland common was more prevalent throughout the

area. The most notable of these is at Grey Stones Hill in the north west, which forms a continuous, large expanse of

common land in the adjoining Craven District and on the Haworth Moorland Plateau.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The lack of tree cover and elevated position creates an open, expansive character with distant views across nearby

valleys to surrounding moorland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In some cases, farm enterprises have grown to include large storage barns, renewable energy generation and stables

which detract from the remote rural qualities of the area. This is more prevalent in the north.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	The network of drystone walls and local vernacular are typical of the upland Yorkshire landscape and inform a strong

sense of place.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Away from major roads and settlements, the perception of wildness is greater and there is a sense of connection to the

upland moorlands. Vernacular farmsteads and grazing within a network of narrow lanes provide a rural quality.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tranquillity is generally higher in the west and lower in Oakworth and near the urban edge of Keighley. The level of night

blight (according to CPRE’s dark skies mapping) shows a similar east-west gradient. Darker skies are found in the north

west.
	Figure 3.27: 
	Figure 3.27: 
	Figure 3.27: 
	Location of LCA B2





	  
	B2. Cullingworth and Haworth Moorland Fringe


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Cullingworth and Haworth Moorland Fringe LCA encompasses the rolling upland landscape surrounding the Worth Valley,

south west of Keighley. The area features predominantly improved grassland, punctuated by clough woodland and localised

areas of unenclosed moorland. Locally built development incorporates older agricultural dwellings and drystone walls as well as

18th and 19th century industrial development. These are built from local, distinctive gritstone. The landform provides a transition

from the steeper, more densely wooded valleys associated with the Worth Beck and Harden Beck to the north and south and

unenclosed moorland of Haworth Moor to the west.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Upland undulating landform underlain predominantly by Carboniferous sandstones.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils and sloping topography have resulted in a mostly grazed landscape, with blocks of

unenclosed moorland further east.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Unenclosed moors provide habitat interest, including priority habitat for upland heath, grass moorland, upland flushes,

fens and swamps and blanket bog.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The distinctive field pattern made up of small to medium-scale rectilinear fields is defined by drystone walls,

originating from 18th and 19th century surveyed enclosure. This creates a distinctive geometric pattern across the

landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland cover is limited and tends to be concentrated around cloughs, reservoirs, and older farmsteads or clusters

of cottages. Ancient woodland is present at Deepcliffe Woods.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement across the area is limited to dispersed farmsteads and villages at the lower elevations in proximity to the

valley floors and near water courses. These often have pre-industrial agricultural origins.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The impact of the industrial revolution on the landscape is evident in the form of expansive settlements, including

Cullingworth and Denholme.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ St Ives Estate is a valued recreational asset in the east which showcases the local wealth that accumulated as a

result of the industrial revolution.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Infrastructure is more prominent in the east, including the A629 and electricity pylons. This detracts from the sense of

remoteness and otherwise isolated character of the area.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The contrasting textures between rough unenclosed moorland and geometric pasture informs a unique sense of place

and adds depth and interest to the landscape.
	Figure 3.28: 
	Figure 3.28: 
	Figure 3.28: 
	Example photos from LCA B2
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	Figure 3.29: 
	Figure 3.29: 
	Figure 3.29: 
	Topography of LCA B2










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Drystone walls and isolated turbines south of Long Lee. 
	 
	Disused quarry alongside the Worth Way.


	 
	 
	 
	Sheep grazing within enclosed pasture. 
	 
	Moorland habitat and open access land at Sugden Brow.


	 
	 
	 
	Contrast between unenclosed moorland and geometric enclosure at

Brow Moor.


	 
	Historic buildings at the St Ives Estate.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises a mix of Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones, chiefly comprising the

Millstone Gritgroup. In the south east, there are larger outcrops of slightly younger Rough Rock and Forty-Eight Yard

sandstones and the Pennine Lower Coal Measures formation. These sedimentary rocks are composed of primarily

siliceous minerals.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The acidic siliceous minerals have resulted in acidic soils throughout the area. This includes soils with a peaty surface in

places which impedes drainage. Freely draining acidic soils are also present, particularly around Cullingworth and

Denholme.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Springs and becks traverse the area, particularly further west and north due to the high water table associated with the

soils and run-off from peatland moors to the west. Examples include the upper reaches of the River Worth, Ponden

Clough Beck, and Manywells Beck.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Devensian glaciation north of the Airedale Valley has resulted in Quaternary deposits of till across the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The upland landform is undulating, ranging from between approximately 380m AOD to 180m AOD. Generally, landform

slopes from west to east, descending from the higher elevations of high open moorland plateau (LCT A), to lower

elevations of the valleys to the east (LCT C, LCT G).
	Figure 3.30: 
	Figure 3.30: 
	Figure 3.30: 
	Natural heritage of LCA B2







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landcover across the area is generally consistent, comprising large areas of improved grassland with limited

biodiversity value. This is unbroken by woodland or settlement through most of the LCA. There are limited tree belts and

hedgerows in the area, reducing ecological connectivity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of priority habitat for upland heathland are present in large, fragmented blocks in the south and east. These are

particularly prominent at Black Moor, Brow Moor and Harden Moor, all of which are identified as local wildlife sites.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Additional upland habitats include pockets of priority habitat for grass moorland, upland flushes, fens and swamps and

blanket bog. Many of these habitats are also identified as being within the moorland line, which indicates the presence of

semi-natural grazing or rocky outcrops.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Blocks of deciduous woodland tend to be concentrated around settlements and watercourses, including clough woodland

at Dean Clough and Nan Scar. These are particularly dense at Deep Cliffe Woods which is the only ancient woodland

within the area. This area forms part of Harden Moor and Deepcliffe Woods Local Wildlife Site.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	More extensive areas of woodland occur within St Ives Estate, including at Cuckoo Nest Wood, Race Course Plantation

and the Coppice. These designed woodlands form part of the parkland in the south. Cuckoo Nest Wood is also part of St

Ives Estate Local Wildlife Site.
	Figure 3.31: 
	Figure 3.31: 
	Figure 3.31: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA B2







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The acidic, wet soils are not very fertile and land within the area is identified as grade 4 (poor) and grade 5 (very poor)

agricultural land. As a result, the dominant land use is pasture including for sheep, cattle and horses.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of the landscape is enclosed from moorland. Close to Denholme, Ryecroft, Leeming and Ponden Hall this is

dominated by piecemeal enclosure, strip fields and medieval surveyed enclosure. These are characterised by a mix of

regular and irregular fields interspersed by clough woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Away from the lower slopes and settlements at higher elevations, 18th and 19th century surveyed moorland enclosure is

more common. This is characterised by very straight, regular field boundaries.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the south and east, unenclosed heathland remains at Black Moor, Brow Moor, Catstones Moor and Harden Moor, which

have been quarried in places, resulting in localised broken and varied landform.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Parkland associated with St Ives Estate is present in the east. This includes areas of woodland and plantation, as well as

‘wilder’ moorland at Heather Park.
	Figure 3.32: 
	Figure 3.32: 
	Figure 3.32: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA B2







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Castle Stead Ring and Catstones Ring scheduled monuments represent prehistoric moorland settlements that were

consistent across the moors for millennia.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Grade II listed buildings are present across the area. The majority of these are old farmsteads, barns and cottages,

representing the agricultural heritage of the moorland fringe. This agricultural history is also present in some of the

conservation areas. Ryecroft, in the east of the LCA, originated as a 17th century farming development, evolving into a

small hamlet and the nearby core of Cullingworth still has a rural feel due to the presence of converted barns and

cottages.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the north west, the 17th century Grade II* Listed Building Ponden Hall is of particular cultural significance as the

inspiration behind Thrushcross Grange, the fictional home featured in Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights. The promoted

route ‘The Brontë Way’ also runs through this part of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Part of the St Ives Estate, Registered Park and Garden lies in the east. This features several grade II listed buildings,

including the 17th century Old Grange Hall and the 19th century St Ives Mansion House. The 19th century development of

the estate reflects the local wealth accumulation in the area as a result of the industrial revolution. Parkland associated

with the estate was influenced by William Ferrand (a former politician), with a vision for highlighting the importance of the

past, reflected in the wilder characteristics at Heather Park.
	Figure 3.33: 
	Figure 3.33: 
	Figure 3.33: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA B2







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the north and west, settlement is sparse and limited to isolated farmsteads, cottages and hamlets located along rural

lanes. Many of these are associated with the surrounding grazed enclosures. Vernacular sandstone cottages and

farmhouses are common in the smaller hamlets, including Ryecroft and Flappit Spring.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Larger settlements are found on the lower elevations, generally in the east. The largest of these are Cullingworth and

Denholme. The oldest parts of these settlements reflect small agricultural hamlets, which grew into established

settlements as a result of industrialisation.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tree cover is present within the settlements but is generally absent in the surrounding landscape, thus having a limited

role in integrating settlement edges which stand within the open landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of country lanes and larger roads cross the moorland fringe and form a notable transport network. This includes

some major roads, such as the A629 which is aligned north-south through the LCA, linking Cross Roads to Denholme.
	Figure 3.34: 
	Figure 3.34: 
	Figure 3.34: 
	Access and recreation of LCA B2







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by an extensive network of public rights of way and rural lanes. This includes the part of the Brontë

Way long distance walking route and the Pennine Way National Trail.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sections of cycle routes include part of a 3km isolated stretch of National Cycle Route 69 and short, unconnected sections

of local cycle routes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Open access land exists on the unenclosed heathlands present in the south and east. Public rights of way also provide

connectivity into the larger expanses of common land on moorlands to the west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	St Ives Estate is an important park and attraction in the area. It includes a café, playground, picnic location and signed

walks. In addition, there is a golf course, equestrian centre and archery club offering a wide range of recreational pursuits.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Clough woodland and limited hedgerows create varied texture and views across the undulating topography.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Fragmented areas of remnant moorland in conjunction with the distinctive geometric field pattern create a varied mosaic of

upland land uses and textures which adds visual interest.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	This transitionary landscape is influenced both by the notable settlements at lower elevations and a sense of wildness and

connection to the upland moors. The variety is reflected in the perceptual qualities of the landscape, with visual and audial

	intrusion from settlements prominent in exposed areas to the east. Localised pockets of high tranquillity are present within

cloughs and further west.


	intrusion from settlements prominent in exposed areas to the east. Localised pockets of high tranquillity are present within

cloughs and further west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The presence of ‘A’ and ‘B’ roads and expanding settlements detract from a sense of tranquillity. The effect of this is most

notable around Cullingworth and in proximity to Haworth and Denholme.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tranquillity is higher in the north west and at higher elevations, which tend to be away from more human influences.

Tranquillity and night blight (according to CPRE’s dark skies mapping) have a greater influence from human activity

between Cullingworth and Cross Roads.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the east, two overhead electricity lines add vertical intrusions into views and a modern day human element into the

remote character of the area. Views to wind turbines at Ovenden Moor and isolated wind turbines within the LCA add to

this.
	Figure 3.35: 
	Figure 3.35: 
	Figure 3.35: 
	Location of LCA B3





	  
	B3. Silsden and Baildon Moorland Fringe


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Silsden and Baildon Moorland Fringe LCA encompasses a sloping strip of pastoral land south and west of Rombalds Moor,

stretching from north of Silsden in the north west to the town of Baildon in the south east. Forming a thin transition zone

between the remote moorland plateau in the east and the more-settled valley to the west, the area mainly consists of improved

grassland with a regular pattern of drystone walls, interspersed with meandering belts of deciduous woodland along cloughs and

reservoirs. The landform transitions from more elevated areas adjacent to Rombalds Moor in the east to lowland areas in

proximity to the valley floor in the west. Baildon Moor is an outlier and rises to 253m AOD in the south east of the LCA.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils and sloping topography have resulted in a mostly pastoral, rural landscape, apart from an

elevated area of moorland at Baildon moor, which is considered an outlier in the area.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The field pattern comprises small to medium-scale rectilinear fields as defined by drystone walls or hedgerows, and

generally originating from medieval enclosures, creating a strong sense of upland ‘Yorkshire’ landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Landcover is primarily improved grasslands, with areas of acid and semi-natural grassland, and small areas of mire

and heath in localised areas of elevated landform in the far north and south.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland and riparian vegetation is concentrated around cloughs and reservoirs forming sinuous bands within the

landscape, and occasionally around farmsteads or clusters of cottages.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement across the area is limited to dispersed farmsteads, as well as small clusters of properties at the lower

elevations in proximity to the valley floors.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Agricultural heritage is evident throughout, in the form of medieval farmsteads and well-defined field boundaries, some

of which are of ancient origin.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Prehistoric cairns, earthworks and enclosures found across the slopes and are indicative of the long history of human

settlement and agricultural workings in the area. These contribute to the sense of time-depth in the landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Long-distance views of the surrounding valleys are afforded from the upper slopes with clear intervisibility between

these parts of the landscape and the densely settled valley floors.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The extensive pastoral fields with strong rectilinear field patterns, sense of connection to the moors, and broad views

across the settled valleys below conveys a sense of remoteness and rurality.
	Figure 3.36: 
	Figure 3.36: 
	Figure 3.36: 
	Example photos from LCA B3
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	Figure 3.37: 
	Topography of LCA B3










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Areas of semi-natural grassland, and smaller areas of heath across

elevated areas.


	 
	Views from within settlements are directed out across falling slopes

and towards rising upland moors.


	 
	 
	 
	Intervisibility to the settled valley below. 
	 
	Field pattern delineated by dry stone walls and hedgerows.


	 
	 
	 
	Heritage of agriculture including historic farmsteads. 
	 
	Dry stone walls border small and medium scale field pattern.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises a mix of Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones, chiefly comprising the

Millstone Grit Group. In the south east, there are larger outcrops of the Pennine Lower Coal Measures formation, around

Baildon Moor. These sedimentary rocks are composed of primarily siliceous minerals.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The acidic siliceous minerals have resulted in acidic soils throughout the area. This includes soils with a peaty surface

which impedes drainage, particularly north of Silsden and at Baildon Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Several watercourses cut south through the LCA draining from the elevated moorlands of the neighbouring LCA A1.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA forms a slim sloping zone of transition from areas of elevated moorland at Rombalds Moor in the north and

Skipton Moor in the north west, to the lower lying Airedale Valley in the south. At the southern edge of Ilkley Moor, slopes

fall from approximately 280m AOD to 230m AOD, and from approximately 350m AOD to 180m AOD at the eastern edge.

In the north west of the area near Skipton Moor, the landform falls from approximately 340m AOD to 260m AOD. Baildon

Moor forms an elevated plateau in the south east of the LCA, at 253m AOD.
	Figure 3.38: 
	Figure 3.38: 
	Figure 3.38: 
	Natural heritage of LCA B3







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landcover across the area is generally consistent, comprising large areas of improved pasture for grazing and silage

use, with riparian belts of vegetation along scattered watercourses, and limited areas of settlement.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of acid grassland, semi-neutral grassland, rush, and natural grassland are found scattered across the LCA.

Wetlands occur around reservoirs and ponds, and in the north around isolated areas of mire. To the south, areas of mire

and raised bog are found on Baildon Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of fragmented moorland at Baildon Moor form part of a wider network of upland heath, which connects to the

extensive areas found across Rombalds Moor to the north west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Small areas of woodland are found lining incised becks, cloughs and small reservoirs, and occasionally around isolated

farmsteads and cottages. A number of these woodlands have been designated as local wildlife sites including at

Graincliffe and Compensation Reservoir, Sunnydale, Jacob’s Wood/Holden Beck, Ghyll Grange Clough, and Great

Wood/West Wood.
	Figure 3.39: 
	Figure 3.39: 
	Figure 3.39: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA B3







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Due to the poor quality soils and sloping landform, pastoral fields dominate this LCA. Expansive swathes of improved

grassland are divided into regular fields which stretch up the slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern across the area is varied, with small areas of strip fields and small to medium-scale fields of rigidly

geometric 18th/19th century enclosure forming a consistent and historic pattern across the landscape. Regular piecemeal

enclosures of medieval origins are more common in sheltered folds and across lower elevations. Baildon Moor forms a

large unenclosed area in the south east.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Field boundaries are mostly intact and defined by drystone walls and occasionally overgrown hedgerows.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the south east of the LCA near Baildon Moor, field boundaries are occasionally irregular being formed by meandering

streams, or less intact as a consequence of eroded drystone walls and hedgerow loss.
	Figure 3.40: 
	Figure 3.40: 
	Figure 3.40: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA B3







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The distinctive, varied field patterns of medieval and 18th/19th century origins which are defined by traditional drystone

walls and occasional hedgerows contribute to a strong sense of time-depth within the LCA, together with the numerous

listed farmsteads dispersed across the slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Scattered ancient rock carvings, typically cup and ring markings, are found further up the slopes in proximity to the

elevated moorlands of LCA A1, and are indicative of the prehistoric settlements that were consistent across the moors for

millennia.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Prehistoric enclosures, barrows, and ring cairns are found across the lower moorlands within the LCA, including the

scheduled monuments on Addingham Low Moor at Round Dykes Camp and Counter Hill, and on Baildon Moor at Low

Plain.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Slopes to the south of Baildon Moor at the south eastern edge of the area form part of the backdrop to the World Heritage

Site at Saltaire. However, modern residential cul-de-sac developments and a caravan park on the slopes of Baildon Moor

have somewhat eroded the historic rural character at the northern edge of the World Heritage Buffer Zone, visible from the

World Heritage Site.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A combination of varied field patterns, prehistoric monuments and listed agricultural buildings including the Grade II Listed

Barn at Holden Gate Farm provide a sense of time depth, with evidence of long and varied occupation and settlement

across the landscape.
	Figure 3.41: 
	Figure 3.41: 
	Figure 3.41: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA B3







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement is sparse across the slopes, limited to isolated farmsteads and cottages on rural lanes and associated with the

surrounding pastoral fields. In places, such as at Eldwick Hall, a cluster of buildings almost qualifies as a hamlet, but

generally there are no settlements within the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a small caravan park located south of Addingham Middle Moor, and another on the southern slopes of Baildon

Moor, however these are not typical of the wider LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In proximity to the settled valley floors in adjacent LCAs, small clusters of cottages become more frequent across lower

slopes. On the south side of Baildon Moor, the settlements of Baildon and Bingley (within the neighbouring LCA D1) begin

to sprawl into this moorland fringe LCA, with some impacts on the sense of rurality across the area.
	Figure 3.42: 
	Figure 3.42: 
	Figure 3.42: 
	Access and recreation of LCA B3







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by an extensive network of public rights of way. There are a number of promoted walks passing

through the LCA, including the Millennium Way, Dales Way, Ebor Way, and Welcome Way.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a large area of open access land at Baildon Moor, and its proximity to the urban areas of Baildon and Bingley in

the neighbouring LCA (D1) makes it a popular walking destination. The wider public rights of way network links into the

open access land of the expansive Rombalds Moor in the neighbouring LCA (A1: Rombalds/Ilkley Moor).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Baildon Moor contains camping and caravan sites, as well as a golf course. The area north east of Silsden also features

these recreational features, although the golf course was recently closed.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Long-distance views of the surrounding valleys are afforded from the prominent slopes and elevated areas of moorland at

Baildon and Addingham, across pastoral slopes to settlements along the valley floor to the west and south.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Frequent views to the densely settled valley floors introduces distant elements of human activity and somewhat detracts

from the perception of remoteness across the LCA. However, the visual distance to those settlements and the proximity to

surrounding pastoral fields and remote moorland enhances the perception of rurality within the LCA itself.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The scattered vernacular agricultural buildings, varied and historic field patterns and pastoral uses across the LCA

contribute to a distinctive and rural character, which gives rise to a more remote and tranquil landscape further up the

slopes in proximity to Rombalds Moor.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Occasional vertical elements are present in the form of overhead electricity lines, and communication masts on the

elevated moorland slopes, which diminish the remote characteristics of the area to some degree.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Ribbons of dense riparian woodland within steep cloughs create localised areas of enclosure which contrast dramatically

with the generally open, exposed pastoral landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tranquillity and the experience of dark skies are more pronounced in proximity to the moorland plateau to the east, further

from the densely settled valley floors to the west and south.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a notable contrast between this remote and sparsely settled LCA from the neighbouring settled valley sides and

floors which creates a sense of escapism and transition from the urban into a rural context.


	  
	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT B: Moorland Fringe


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change leading to increased periods of drought, could result in changes to the water table and reduce the

presence of springs and small becks across the LCT. This has the potential to degrade areas of mire and riparian

vegetation along incised streams.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: Deciduous woodland along water courses at Nettle Hole, Hill Clough and pools north east of Holden Park.



	– 
	– 
	B1: Purple moor grass and rush pastures to the west of the small tarn near Dam Green Top.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Deciduous woodland along water courses at Ponden Clough Beck, Dean Clough and Nan Scar.



	– 
	– 
	B3: Moorland expanses at Baildon Moor, and deciduous woodland along Sunnydale, Holden Beck, Ghyll Grange

Clough, Great Wood.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Potential that this increases the risk of wildfires within unenclosed land and large enclosures of rough grassland.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: Unenclosed rough grassland and heathland at Grey Stones Hill and Buft Hole.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Unenclosed expanses of rough grassland and moorland at Black Moor and Harden Moor.



	– 
	– 
	B3: Unenclosed expanse at Baildon Moor.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change may result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall which has the potential to cause localised

flooding and increasing the risk of erosion, including poaching from livestock grazing on wet ground.




	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Diversification of upland farms leading to renovations and extensions to agricultural holdings may detract from rural

character in places. Diversification can also increase rewilding practices, increasing the natural value but may also impact

on the sense of time-depth and sense of place provided by the characteristic network of grazed, regular fields bounded by

drystone walls.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Uncertainty over changes to agricultural funding may lead to increases or decreases in grazing pressure and subsequent

impacts on grassland character.




	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Development in proximity to exposed settlement edges at elevated positions within the LCT have the potential to erode the

historic setting of settlements and detract from the rural character. This is exacerbated by the increasing pressure on

existing infrastructure including road networks and presence of cars along narrow lanes.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: Development pressures at Oakworth within the Branshaw Moor area may incrementally erode the rural character

and has the potential to reduce the gap between Oakworth and the wider Keighley urban area.



	– 
	– 
	B2: New residential development and increasing development pressure at Cullingworth and Denholme may put a

strain on village infrastructure and erode rural qualities in the landscape.



	– 
	– 
	B3: Development pressures at the south and east edge of Baildon Moor may impact the rural setting and backdrop to

the Saltaire World Heritage Site. The rural setting to Saltaire is one of the Outstanding Universal Values of the World

Heritage Site.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	In response to climate change there is an increase in pressure for renewable energy. The exposed character of the

moorlands makes them favourable locations for wind turbines from a technical perspective. This would create vertical

intrusions on the skyline and reduce the remote qualities of the LCT.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: Pressure for wind energy development includes uplands in proximity to Keighley.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Pressure for wind energy west and South of Denholme towards Thornton Moor, which adds to a number of

existing turbines.

	– 
	– 
	B2: Recent pressure for small scale solar panels in residential areas near Haworth.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	New or additional lighting schemes accompanying new development may impact the dark skies qualities.




	Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Uncertainty over new Environmental Land Management Schemes (ELMS) and the impact this will have on habitat

management for upland farming.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Pressure for additional tree planting could detract from the open character and reduce the sense of time-depth created by

the intact network of drystone walls.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	New pathogens and pests are increasingly putting pressure on natural habitats, most notably ash dieback, in woodlands

which result in the need for tree felling to manage this risk.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B2: Ash dieback has resulted in tree loss, notably within St Ives Estate.







	Heritage at Risk


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Scheduled monuments within the moorland fringes are at risk of being degraded without appropriate management of

vegetation and with increased risk of wildfires. Heritage assets are also at risk from recreational pressures.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B2: Catstones Ring is already on the Heritage at Risk Register principally in relation to bracken control.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Land management and visitor pressure should be carefully managed around cairns and stone circles at Harden

Moor and Castle Stead Ring on Cullingworth Moor.



	– 
	– 
	B3: Concentration of cairns and barrows at Baildon Moor and Round Dykes Camp at Addingham Low Moor.







	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The moorland fringe hosts numerous public rights of way as well as popular routes to cross from the settled valleys into

the elevated moorland to the east. Pressure for further recreational infrastructure and pressure on existing footpaths could

impact on the area’s rural character.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: The network of public rights of way in the south provides links from Oakworth into the wider moorland environment

and further development in this area may increase pressure.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Open access land at Brow Moor and Harden Moor are within easy reach of Haworth and Harden respectively

increasing the pressure on these sites.



	– 
	– 
	B3: Open access land at Baildon Moor is within easy reach of Baildon and Saltaire and provides a link to the adjacent

Rombalds Moor.







	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased development and visitor numbers increase the risk in relation to anti-social behaviour and littering.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B2: Increasing concerns over littering and anti-social behaviour due to new development at Cullingworth.







	Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Encourage diverse grasslands within agricultural land to create a mosaic of habitats within the grazed pasture. This should

include drought tolerant species.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the characteristic field pattern on the highly visible valley sides. Maintain the drystone walls, repair where

necessary ensuring that restoration is carried out sensitively and with due regard to local style and construction, especially

alongside footpaths which are part of the historic network.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: Bridleways follow old tracks demarcated by drystone walls including along Occupation Lane, White Lane, Grange

Lane and Turnshaw Road.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Drystone walls flank footpaths and bridleways along old tracks including the Calder/Aire Link near Upper Isle

Farm and south of Black Moor.



	– 
	– 
	B3: Relatively intact and distinctive drystone walls form field patterns across the rising uplands west of the

A6034/Bolton Road, between Silsden and Addingham.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the exposed character and focus tree planting along watercourses and within disused quarries, limiting the

impact of woodland on the skyline. Tree species should include a range of diverse species, with preference for native

species where possible given projected changes to climate.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: Woodland creation and expansion along Newsholme Beck.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Woodland enhancement and creation along the River Worth, Whitestone Clough and Dean Clough.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Enhance woodland and encourage natural regeneration of scrubland within disused quarries at Black Moor and

Harden Moor.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the rural character through the use of appropriate street greening and tree planting within settlements to

integrate new development into the wider landscape. This includes planning for the reduction in ash trees present.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	B1: Opportunity to enhance woodland within and around Oakworth and north west Keighley.



	– 
	– 
	B2: Opportunity to enhance and create woodland around Denholme and Cullingworth.



	– 
	– 
	B3: Opportunity to enhance and create woodland around East Morton. Hedgerows are not common within the LCT,

but there is a greater concentration of them in B3 in the west of the area near Silsden. Managing and enhancing

hedgerows in this area will strengthen the woodland network and support biodiversity.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Manage recreational pressure around scheduled monuments, historic rock formations and carvings, and maintain valued

footpaths.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Control bracken cover and other potentially damaging species around scheduled monuments.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Work with South Pennine Park to manage visitor pressure on rights of way and open access land along the moorland

fringes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Seek to maintain separation between distinct settlements and to respect settlement settings where they contribute to

settlement character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	When designing new development consider elevation and strive to maintain development within existing limits to prevent

built form sprawling up the valley sides, detracting from remote character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Maintain the visual interrelationship between the Saltaire World Heritage Site and the Baildon moorland fringe (LCA B3).

Maintain the Key Views identified in the Saltaire World Heritage Site Management Plan Setting Survey, including views out

and views towards the World Heritage Site.
	Figure 3.43: 
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	Figure 3.43: 
	Location of the Upland Wooded Valleys







	  
	Landscape Character Type C: Upland Wooded Valleys


	 
	Figure
	LCT C Overview


	This LCT is characterised by heavily wooded narrow valleys which have been formed by the watercourses trailing down from

the elevated moorlands. The combination of woodland and narrow valley landform results in a visually enclosed character, and

limited intervisibility with adjacent landscape character types. Across the district the wooded valleys are distinctive, forming

meandering bands of contiguous, deciduous woodland set between steeply sloping valley sides. The complex landform of this

character type has limited the amount of settlement present, particularly in the higher extents of the valleys. Where settlement

does exist, it is associated with the rivers, either at a crossing point or on fast flowing streams to harness water power for the

mills. Nested along these linear stream valleys are occasional parks and public rights of way, providing recreational access to

the naturalised open spaces. Despite the limited development, there are multiple instances of historic industrial infrastructure,

including weirs, viaducts, and dams.


	There are three LCAs within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	C1. North Beck Upland Wooded River Valley



	◼ 
	◼ 
	C2. The Worth Upland Wooded River Valleys



	◼ 
	◼ 
	C3. Harden Upland Wooded River Valleys
	Figure 3.44: 
	Figure 3.44: 
	Figure 3.44: 
	Location of LCA C1





	  
	C1. North Beck Upland Wooded River Valley


	Location, Context and Summary


	The North Beck Upland Wooded River Valley LCA consists of the steep-sided valley which formed around Dean Beck and North

Beck, descending from the moorlands to the west towards the wider Airedale Valley at Keighley to the east. The area

encompasses a transition from rural moorland plateau to the settled Airedale Valley: becoming more developed and less remote

in the east closer to Keighley. The gently meandering, wooded waterway sits within a narrow valley floor, framed by steep valley

sides with small-scale, intricate field patterns. To the north and south the area’s boundaries are defined by the upper limits of the

steep valley sides, broadly marked by country lanes. Here the landform transitions to form the undulating topography of the

surrounding moorland fringe and moorland plateau landscapes (LCA B1: Keighley Moorland Fringe). To the east of the area lies

the wide, glaciated, U-shaped Airedale Valley (LCA G2. Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor).


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Fluvial processes have formed a steep-sided narrow valley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils and steep topography have resulted in a pastoral and well wooded landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The field pattern is small-scale and rectilinear, principally originating from piecemeal enclosure and defined by

drystone walls.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Semi-natural vegetation, including woodland and field trees, is concentrated along the winding watercourses, forming

narrow belts of riparian habitats.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Industrial heritage is prominent notably around Goose Eye, in the form of textile mills, millponds and local building

vernacular.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A rural valley with a sparse settlement pattern and scattered farmsteads creates a sense of remoteness.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Striking, long-distance views of the rural landscape and surrounding moorland can be perceived from the upper

reaches of the steep valley sides.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland cover and steep topography create an intimate landscape with a strong sense of naturalness.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The distinctive steep river valley, presence of woodland and sense of time depth associated with local industry create

a strong sense of place.
	Figure 3.45: 
	Figure 3.45: 
	Figure 3.45: 
	Example photos from LCA C1
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	Figure 3.46: 
	Figure 3.46: 
	Figure 3.46: 
	Topography of LCA C1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Views from the higher elevations east towards Keighley. 
	 
	Dean Beck within Newsholme Dean Local Wildlife Site.


	 
	 
	 
	Steep sided valley sides with woodland at lower elevations. 
	 
	Teapot dam millpond is a popular angling spot.


	 
	 
	 
	North Beck on the western edge of Goose Eye. 
	 
	Cattle grazing on pastures delineated by drystone walls of varying

condition.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley is underlain by Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones which have undergone folding and

faulting. These primarily comprise the Millstone Grit Group. This is interbedded with Keighley Bluestone and carboniferous

sandstone groups which are more prominent on the higher slopes and higher up the valley in the west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The bedrock in the east is overlain by till deposits. These formed as a result of deposition at the end of the Devensian

glacial period and when the Aire glacier melted.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the west of the valley, soils are acidic and peaty.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley floor is relatively straight and features steep-sided valley sides. These have been eroded by Dean Beck (which

becomes North Beck in the east). The beck is fed by a number of smaller tributaries, including Far Slippery Beck, Todley

Clough and Butter Clough in the north. There are a few small pools along the course of the beck, often remnants of mill

processes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley floor rises from approximately 135m AOD at its lowest point, to approximately 250m AOD in the west. The

slopes rise to nearly 300m AOD in the west.
	Figure 3.47: 
	Figure 3.47: 
	Figure 3.47: 
	Natural heritage of LCA C1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Deciduous woodland is found along the majority of the course of the Dean and North becks. Much of this is ancient

woodland and identified as priority habitat for deciduous woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Isolated trees and small tree blocks continue the canopy cover onto higher slopes which are less wooded and comprise a

larger proportion of scrubby-heathland and grassland. In the east this includes priority habitat for lowland meadow north of

the Butter Clough/North Beck confluence. In the west, there is some priority habitat for upland heathland. There is also

some semi-improved grassland used for grazing, which has a more limited biodiversity value.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are three separate local wildlife sites within the valley: Newsholme Dean in the west and Owlhill Wood and Holme

House Wood and Grasslands in the east. These cover a significant proportion of the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Millponds, remnants of the former industrial workings, contribute to the localised mosaic of habitats on the valley floor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are some hedgerows within the area, generally at lower elevations but these are not key elements within the

landscape. They are often outgrown and dominated by hedgerow trees on the valley bottom.
	Figure 3.48: 
	Figure 3.48: 
	Figure 3.48: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA C1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	As a result of the poor quality acidic soil and varied topography, the agricultural land is primarily improved grassland and

pasture. Agriculture is restricted to the upper parts of the valley away from woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is an intricate pattern of small-scale fields. This is a result of predominantly medieval piecemeal enclosure that has

seen little field agglomeration and boundary loss in the intervening years.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern has been constrained by topography in places, and is characterised by distinctive narrow fields rising up

the valley sides.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Drystone walls define the majority of field boundaries, supplemented in places by post and wire livestock fencing. The

condition of drystone walls is varied, with gaps reducing the strength of the field pattern, for example near Owl Hill and

north of True Well Hall Farm.
	Figure 3.49: 
	Figure 3.49: 
	Figure 3.49: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA C1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Most of the LCA has a strong sense of historic character as a result of the distinctive, historic field patterns defined by

traditional drystone walls and scattered traditional vernacular farmsteads of local sandstone.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The settlement of Goose Eye, in the centre of the LCA, is designated as a conservation area. The village developed here

as a result of industrialisation in the late 18th and early 19th centuries when mills were established along waterways. Goose

Eye Conservation Area includes several grade II listed buildings, including Turkey Mill, Turkey Inn Public House, several

cottages and two river crossings.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The relationship between the physical environment and the development of industry is evident in the series of millponds

along the becks, including the large pool at Teapot Dam.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The disused Bailey Park Quarry, on the northern valley slopes of Dean Beck, was an important source of local building

material.
	Figure 3.50: 
	Figure 3.50: 
	Figure 3.50: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA C1







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	This is a rural, well-wooded LCA with limited settlement. The main settlement is the hamlet of Goose Eye in the valley

floor. There is additional built development in the east of the LCA which forms the outskirts of Keighley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the higher parts of the valley there are a few scattered stone farmsteads, such as Grey Stones Farm and Clough Bank

Farm.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The road network in this LCA is limited to rural lanes and tracks, predominantly along the tops of the valley sides. There is

a single road crossing of the North Beck at Goose Eye.
	Figure 3.51: 
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	Figure 3.51: 
	Access and recreation of LCA C1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is served by an extensive network of public rights of way, including the Millennium Way long distance walking

route. These provide connected routes within the valley and wider connectivity with the upland moors to the west. Teapot

dam is a popular angling spot.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a concentration of open space in the eastern extent of the LCA, near Keighley. This includes allotments, natural &

semi-natural greenspace and a small park.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Perceptual qualities vary across the LCA, from the rural and remote moorland fringe in the west, to the suburban fringes of

Keighley in the east. This is reflected in the Night Blight Score (according to CPRE’s dark skies mapping) which shows the

amount of night blight incrementally increasing from west to east across the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the valley floor, the topography and woodland cover creates an enclosed visual character with a highly naturalistic,

intimate quality. Distinctive views are afforded up and down the valley from the more open upper valley sides. These are

framed by high moorland to the west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Close to the water courses themselves there is a higher degree of tranquillity associated with the presence of water and

woodland. The combination of distinctive topology, land use and cultural heritage gives the area a strong sense of locally

distinctive upland river valley character. This is less pronounced further down the valley towards Keighley.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Whilst the intimate, well-wooded valley character contrasts with the exposed, wild character of the moorlands, the LCA

retains links to the upland landscape through the presence of distinctive drystone walls, vernacular farmsteads and rough

grassland.
	Figure 3.52: 
	Figure 3.52: 
	Figure 3.52: 
	Location of LCA C2





	  
	C2. The Worth Upland Wooded River Valleys


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Worth Upland Wooded River Valleys LCA consists of the sinuous steep-sided valleys of the River Worth and Bridgehouse

Beck which meet at Mytholmes, forming a broader valley. The area encompasses a transition between the high, expansive

moorland plateau to the west and the broad, settled Airedale Valley to the east. Meandering, wooded waterways traverse

narrow valley floors which rise to steep valley sides characterised by small-scale, intricate field patterns. To the north west and

south the LCA boundaries are defined by the upper limits of the steep valley sides, where the landform plateaus to form the

undulating topography of the surrounding moorland fringe and moorland plateau landscapes. To the north east of the area lies

LCA G2. Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor. The boundary between LCA C2 and LCA G2 is informed by the transition to a

broader, flatter and subsequently, more developed valley.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Glacial processes and subsequent fluvial erosion have created two sinuous narrow valleys, with steep valley sides.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils and complex topography have resulted in a pastoral rural landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The field pattern varies, but is principally small-scale and rectilinear, originating from medieval assart (areas of

medieval woodland clearance) and piecemeal enclosure, some of the oldest enclosure within the district.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Semi-natural vegetation is concentrated along the winding watercourses, forming narrow belts of riparian habitats.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland and field trees are concentrated on the valley floors and lower valley sides, with less tree cover in the more

open exposed areas at higher elevations.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Industrial heritage is prominent throughout, in the form of textile mills, millponds, local building vernacular and the

Keighley and Worth Valley railway line including the Mytholmes Viaduct.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The area has strong literary and film associations, most significantly with the Brontës and their work which evocatively

depicts upland landscapes. The Brontë sisters grew up in Haworth which is now home to the Brontë Parsonage

Museum.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement is concentrated in the east and south of the area where originally agricultural settlements such as

Oakworth, Oxenhope and Haworth developed into characteristic upland mill villages.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Striking, long-distance views of the rural landscape and surrounding moorland can be perceived from the more open

and upper reaches of the steep valley sides.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The wealth of topographic diversity, time depth and cultural associations displayed in the area create a strong sense

of place.
	Figure 3.53: 
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	Figure 3.53: 
	Example photos from LCA C2
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	Figure 3.54: 
	Figure 3.54: 
	Topography of LCA C2










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Leeming Conservation Area. 
	 
	Chimney at Ebor Mill.


	 
	 
	 
	Mytholmes Viaduct. 
	 
	Terraced cottages for mill workers at Haworth.


	 
	 
	 
	Patchwork of drystone walls along valley slopes. 
	 
	Lower Laithe Reservoir.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology is Carboniferous mudstones, siltstones and sandstones, predominantly of the Millstone Grit

Group. Within the basin of the valley, this is interbedded with High Moor Sandstone and Doubler Stones Sandstone.

Moving up the eastern spur of the valley to Oxenhope, the rock transitions to harder and younger stone, such as Midgley

Grit.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Millstone Grit Group breaks down to form acidic, low-fertility soils. Slightly higher quality soil can be found on the

valley floor as a result of alluvium deposits, while the underlying gritstone below Oxenhope results in thinner, peaty soils.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	During the Devensian glacial period, the Aire glacier filled the Airedale Valley. In colder periods the glacier extended into

the Worth valley, depositing a layer of Till on the valley floor. In warmer periods the valley waterways were dammed by the

glacier, forming a meltwater lake which filled the valley. Meltwater escaped over low points in the surrounding topography,

eroding dry valleys such as Sugden End above Cross Roads.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The sinuous valley floor and steep-sided valley sides have been eroded by the River Worth, Bridgehouses Beck and their

smaller tributaries which cut through the LCA. In the west, the headwaters of the River Worth have been dammed to

create Ponden Reservoir and the headwaters of the Sladen Beck dammed to create Lower Laithe Reservoir. In the east,

the tributaries of Bridgehouse Beck have been dammed to create Leeming Reservoir and Leeshaw reservoir.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley floor rises from approximately 135m AOD at its lowest point, to approximately 250m AOD on the moorland

fringe.
	Figure 3.55: 
	Figure 3.55: 
	Figure 3.55: 
	Natural heritage of LCA C2







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Woodland is primarily riparian, found along the water courses including within deeply incised cloughs such as Lumb Beck,

Paul Clough and Nan Scar. This is mainly broadleaved woodland, including ash and sycamore. There are some scattered

fields and hedgerows trees, concentrated in the more sheltered lower valley sides.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Small scale areas of woodland have been designated as local wildlife sites including Whins Wood, Ives Plantation,

Airedale Spring Mill Pond, Nan Scar and Baden Street.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are small areas of rush patches, semi-improved acidic and natural grassland found on the valley floor associated

with the water courses. Millponds, remnants of the former industrial workings, contribute to the localised mosaic of habitats

on the valley floor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Grassland dominates on the higher valley sides. This is improved grassland for grazing and silage, with limited biodiversity

value.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Hedges do occur within the LCA but are not significant elements and are often outgrown and dominated by hedgerow

trees along the valley bottoms.
	Figure 3.56: 
	Figure 3.56: 
	Figure 3.56: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA C2







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	As a result of the poor quality acidic soil and varied topography, the agricultural land is primarily improved grassland and

pasture, particularly in the west in the higher extents of the valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern in the valley is intricate and small-scale, with distinctive narrow fields rising up the valley sides. The Worth

Valley contains some of the largest surviving areas of ‘Assarts’ (areas of medieval woodland clearance) within the District.

The rest of the valley is piecemeal enclosure of medieval origin, similar in pattern to the small, irregular assarts. Elsewhere

there is more rigid, surveyed enclosure (either parliamentary or private) resulting in a more rigid field pattern similar to the

surrounding moorland fringe areas.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Drystone walls define the majority of field boundaries and are generally well maintained.
	Figure 3.57: 
	Figure 3.57: 
	Figure 3.57: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA C2







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The rural parts of the LCA have a strong sense of historic character due to the combination of varied and distinctive,

historic field patterns defined by traditional drystone walls and the presence of traditional vernacular farmsteads of

predominantly local sandstone, but also some gritstone.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Evidence of the industrial revolution permeates the landscape, particularly through the presence of reservoirs, including

Leeshaw Reservoir and Leeming Reservoir, which supplied mills in the valleys with water.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Remnants of the closely linked relationship between the physical environment and the development of industry is still

evident in the landscape. A series of millponds and mill buildings are found along the length of the waterways, for

example, Ebor Mills on Bridgehouse Beck with its distinctive chimney. Much of the built form in the settlements are typical

terraced textile workers’ houses.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of settlements in the area are valued for their cultural significance, as evidenced by their conservation area

status. This includes Haworth, Oakworth, Stanbury and the four conservation areas associated with Oxenhope. There are

a wealth of listed buildings associated with each settlement. Haworth, in particular, contains the Grade I Listed Haworth

Parsonage and the Grade II* Listed Church of St Michael and All Angels. Central Park in Haworth is designated as a

Grade II Registered Park and Garden. The historic character of these settlements is further enhanced by their traditional

rural setting.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Keighley and Worth Valley Railway continues to run heritage steam engines and provides a tangible and visual link

with the valley’s history. The Mytholmes Viaduct makes a contribution to the scenic appeal of the route and a distinctive

	landmark. The railway line and wider valley have cultural value as the filming location for the classic 1970 film ‘The

Railway Children’ and its subsequent 2022 sequel.


	landmark. The railway line and wider valley have cultural value as the filming location for the classic 1970 film ‘The

Railway Children’ and its subsequent 2022 sequel.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area has strong literary connections and has inspired many great fiction writers such as J. B. Priestley, Ted Hughes

and, most notably, the Brontë sisters. The prestige of the Brontë sisters and the inspiration they drew from the surrounding

landscape has made the Worth Valley an international destination.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of assart or ancient woodland clearance for agriculture are often indicated by placenames containing ‘royd’ a word

of local dialect of Norse origin describing a clearing. Within the LCA there is a Dockroyd south of Oakworth and Royd

House north east of Oxenhope.


	Figure 3.58: 
	Figure 3.58: 
	Figure 3.58: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA C2







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement is concentrated in the east and south of the area along the course of both the waterways and the railway line.

Settlements historically expanded as the presence of fast flowing water made ideal locations for industrial mill complexes,

and the building of the railway line further supported industry and development.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the higher part of the Worth Valley there are scattered stone farmsteads and the small village of Stanbury.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The key settlements are Oakworth, which sits on the boundary with LCA B1: Keighley Moorland Fringe, Haworth and

Oxenhope. Haworth and Oxenhope are traditional Pennine-style villages reflecting the dual economies of textiles and

farming.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement extends from the valley floor up the steep valley sides giving it visual prominence in the landscape. The valley

displays a phased transition from the urban area of Keighley in LCA D2, to the rural remote moorland fringe and moorland

to the west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of the road network consists of lanes, often traversing steep gradients. The busiest road in the area is the

A6033 which links the main settlements in the valley and is the main route between the larger settlements of Keighley and

Hebden Bridge (in neighbouring Calderdale).


	Figure 3.59: 
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	Figure 3.59: 
	Access and recreation of LCA C2







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by an extensive network of public rights of way. There are several promoted long distance walking

routes passing through the LCA, including the Brontë Way, the Railway Children Way, the Worth Way, and the Millennium

Way, as well as the Pennine Way National Trail.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are narrow fringes of open access land on the steep topography defining the upper valley sides to the east and west

of Oxenhope.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Brontë Parsonage Museum in Haworth and the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway are key tourist attractions.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Striking, long-distance views of the rural landscape of the upper valleys are afforded from the elevated valley sides, and

backdropped by rising moorland. The valley floor is enclosed by woodland and topography which limits views. Woodland

provides a natural setting to more historic areas of development, integrating them within the landscape.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	The combination of distinctive topology, land use and cultural heritage gives the area a strong sense of locally distinctive

upland river valley character. This is more pronounced towards the head of the valley, but is diluted slightly by

development moving down the valley. This relatively small scale landscape is visually stimulating and engaging due to the

inherent combination of varied landform and landcover.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are some vertical elements including a wood pole overhead line and a number of isolated wind turbines visible both

within and outside of the area. However, these do not detract from the general character and visual amenity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Dark night skies and higher levels of tranquillity are experienced in the less settled western extent of the area around

Ponden Reservoir, although most of the LCA is influenced by settlement and development.

	 
	 
	 
	Figure 3.60: 
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	Figure 3.60: 
	Location of LCA C3





	C3. Harden Upland Wooded River Valleys


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Harden Upland Wooded River Valleys LCA comprises the wide, gentle slopes of the main Harden Valley, fed by the more

sinuous, steep-sided valleys of its tributaries: Denholme Beck and Cow House Beck. The valley incorporates steep wooded

slopes rising from the becks, which become gentle and then steepen again where they meet the moorland fringes (LCA B2:

Cullingworth Moorland Fringe) in the north, and upland pasture (LCA E1: Thornton Upland Pasture) in the south. The LCA

transitions from these upland river valley landscapes towards the more settled valley floor just west of Bingley (within LCA G2:

Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor). The boundary between the two areas is informed by the transition to a broader, flatter and

subsequently, more developed valley.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Glacial processes and subsequent fluvial erosion have carved out the river valley with staggered, steep sides.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils and complex topography have resulted in a pastoral rural landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The field pattern is small-scale and rectilinear, principally originating from piecemeal enclosure and defined by

drystone walls.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Semi-natural vegetation is concentrated along the winding watercourses, forming expansive belts of woodland.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ On the higher slopes, woodland and isolated trees are associated with the St Ives Estate historic parkland and

Registered Park and Garden.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Industrial heritage is prominent in the form of the disused railway and viaduct, textile mills, millponds and local building

vernacular.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The settlement pattern reflects local textile and farming industries, including scattered farmsteads and Yeoman’s

houses and 19th century parkland which reflect local wealth creation associated with the textile industry.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The higher slopes of the valley offer striking, long-distance views over the upland landscape incorporating the

distinctive Hewenden Viaduct.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A diverse landscape of parkland, pasture and wooded valleys linked by a strong network of public rights of way,

together with the sense of time depth displayed in the area creates a strong sense of place.
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	Example photos from LCA C3
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	Figure 3.62: 
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	Figure 3.62: 
	Topography of LCA C3










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Woodland in St Ives Estate Registered Park and Garden. 
	 
	Ancient woodland at Goitstock Wood Local Wildlife Site.


	 
	 
	 
	Gatehouse to Harden Grange. 
	 
	Denholme Beck.


	 
	 
	 
	Views towards Hewenden Viaduct. 
	 
	Wilsden Beck.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises Carboniferous sedimentary mudstones, siltstones and sandstones. In the majority of

the valley, the Millstone Grit Group dominate, interbedded with Guiseley Grit and Midgley Grit. In the south, faulting has

resulted in the younger Pennine Lower Coal Measures Formation lying alongside the younger rock.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Millstone Grit Group breaks down to form acidic, low-fertility soils. These comprise loamy and clay soils with impeded

drainage in the valley floor, and some free-draining loamy soil on the slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	During the Devensian glacial period, the Aire glacier filled the Airedale Valley, and the mouth of the Harden valley was an

ice margin position marking the furthest extent of the ice. As a result, some glacial erosion occurred at the mouth of the

Harden valley but not further up the valley. As the glacier melted it deposited a layer of glacial till which currently covers

most of the area. Immediately adjacent to Harden brook are younger alluvium deposits of clay, silt, sand and gravel.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The wider bowl of the valley in the north east was created by glacial erosion and contrasts with the steeper, winding

topography eroded by Cow House Beck, Hewenden Beck and Denholme Beck in the west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the south of the area, Hewenden Reservoir has been dammed from the headwaters of Hewenden Beck. Doe Park

Reservoir has been dammed from the headwaters of Denholme Beck. A number of other smaller reservoirs are also

present.
	Figure 3.63: 
	Figure 3.63: 
	Figure 3.63: 
	Natural heritage of LCA C3







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Woodland is present across the area, but more continuous along the rivers in the eastern half of the area and on the

slopes above Harden. Much of this is identified as priority habitat for deciduous woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Ancient and semi-natural woodland is present at Bell Bank Wood and Goitstock/Crag Woods and forms large expanses of

woodland. Species include birch and oak. In the east, around Mytholme Beck, the wooded southern slopes of the beck are

identified as replanted ancient woodland. This comprises predominantly coniferous woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are several local wildlife sites, primarily incorporating a variety of habitats, including reservoirs, becks, woodland

and grassland. This includes the larger St Ives Estate Local Wildlife Site on the slopes above Harden and Goitstock Wood

and Grasslands on the valley floor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Improved grassland dominates the more gentle, higher slopes. There is limited biodiversity within the pasture aside from

the hedgerows which provide connectivity. These are more continuous between Harden and Goit Stock Cottages.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are invasive species throughout the area, including Himalayan Balsam and Japanese Knotweed along Harden

Brook, and Rhododendron at Bell Bank Wood and St Ives Estate.
	Figure 3.64: 
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	Figure 3.64: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA C3







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the west and south the poor quality acidic soil and varied topography are of limited agricultural value and the area is

identified as grade 4 (poor) agricultural land. In the east, there is grade 3 (good to moderate) agricultural land on the

higher slopes. Agriculture comprises grazing, silage and pasture.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern in the valley features a patchwork of small-scale fields resulting from piecemeal medieval enclosure. In

the south, on the slopes above Crag Wood and Goitstock Wood the field pattern is more regular and separated by straight

roads. This is a result of surveyed planned enclosure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Drystone walls define the majority of field boundaries and are generally well maintained, although in places these are

reinforced by post and wire fences.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the east, parkland associated with St Ives Estate and Harden Grange has obscured older field boundaries. This is

characterised by a more open field pattern and presence of hedgerow trees. Parkland style groupings of trees indicate

parkland character. Drystone walls in this part of the landscape are well maintained and taller, with well-defined

capstones.
	Figure 3.65: 
	Figure 3.65: 
	Figure 3.65: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA C3







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The rural parts of the LCA have a strong sense of historic character due to the combination of distinctive, historic field

patterns defined by traditional drystone walls and the presence of traditional vernacular farmsteads of local sandstone.

Some scattered farmsteads are designated as grade II listed buildings.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the north east, the slopes above Harden are part of the wider St Ives Estate Grade II Registered Park and Garden. The

ancient woodland and landscaped grounds within this park provide a sense of historic grandeur. Parkland is also present

south of Harden Road reaching the northern bank of Harden Beck, associated with the Grade II Listed Harden Grange.

These parklands date from the 19th century and were introduced into the landscape as a result of local wealth associated

with the textile industry.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The influence of industrialisation on the landscape is still evident. In the south, the Grade II Listed Hewenden Viaduct

forms a striking visual landmark related to the industrial past. Millponds and mills along the Becks, particularly in the south

and west and the disused railway line which tunnels through the higher slopes also reflect this.
	Figure 3.66: 
	Figure 3.66: 
	Figure 3.66: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA C3







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The main settlement in the area is Harden village, which grew as a result of industry and the textile mills associated with

Harden Beck. The settlement occupies the more gentle, northern slopes above Harden Beck. The settlement of Wilsden

further south has expanded into the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Smaller settlements are present along the becks to the south, including Hallas Bridge and Hewenden. These comprise

small hamlets and scattered houses centred around Hallas Hall and Hewenden Mill respectively.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Scattered stone farmsteads are dispersed across the area. In the east they include those associated with St Ives Estate

and Harden Hall. Within the vicinity of Harden, this includes Yeomans cottages.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The road network is not extensive, with the B6429 comprising the main route through the area which skirts the gently

sloping northern side of the valley, passing through Harden. The main routes crossing the valley are Harden Lane, which

connects Harden to the settlement of Wilsden south of the area and the B6144 in the south, which connects Wilsden and

Cullingworth (both outside this LCA).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The route of a disused railway line passes through the south of the area, incorporating Hewenden Viaduct and tunnels to

navigate the steep topography. The old station at Denholme is an industrial remnant feature in the landscape.
	Figure 3.67: 
	Figure 3.67: 
	Figure 3.67: 
	Access and recreation of LCA C3







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by an extensive network of public rights of way, with a concentration of paths to the west and

south of Harden and within the St Ives Estate. This includes the promoted long distance walking route the Millennium Way

which runs along the valley bottom, including through open access land at Goitstock Wood.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Goitstock Waterfall within Goitstock woods is accessible by foot and is a key local landmark which draws visitors.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are some cycle routes within the area, most notably National Cycle Network Route 69 which runs along the

Hewenden Reservoir and also forms the start of the Great Northern Railway Trail National Cycle Network route.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	St Ives Estate park offers an important recreational asset. The park (though not entirely within this area) offers 500 acres

of parkland, including play facilities, picnic areas and marked walks, including within woodland and around a lake.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The sloping topography and woodland cover create an enclosed visual character with an intimate, naturalistic quality in the

lowest parts of the valley. Deciduous woodland cover and the presence of the water within the becks contributes to a

sense of tranquillity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Away from the rivers, gentle slopes offer more open views. These wider valleys present a more pastoral character,

contrasting to the wilder quality associated with the moorlands.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the west, views of Hewenden viaduct contribute to a distinctive sense of place reflecting the local history of the area.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the east, the proximity to Harden and Wilsden introduces influences from the built environment and reduces the rural

character that is present further west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are some vertical elements including a wood pole overhead line in the south and a steel lattice overhead line further

north which runs through St Ives Estate and Goitstock Wood.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Night Blight Score (according to CPRE’s dark skies mapping) is generally higher within the settlements, notably

Harden, and lower within the woodland areas. Tranquillity is generally lower in the valley bottom, particularly north of

Goitstock Wood.


	  
	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT C: Upland Wooded River Valleys


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change leading to increased periods of drought, increased temperatures and water retention in the reservoirs

could result in lower water levels and streamflow, which may impact riparian vegetation.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C1: Impacts on riparian vegetation along North Beck, altering the character of the valley floor.



	– 
	– 
	C2: Reduced water levels in Ponden Reservoir, Lower Laithe Reservoir, Leeshaw Reservoir and Leeming Reservoir

with knock-on effects on the mosaic of riparian vegetation along the valley floor including riparian woodland, rush

patches, semi-improved acidic and natural grassland.



	– 
	– 
	C3: Reduced water levels in Doe Park Reservoir and Hewenden Reservoir with detrimental impacts on riparian

woodland – most notably on Goitstock Wood Ancient Woodland.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change may result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall, potentially causing flooding issues in the

Airedale Valley. This may necessitate flood prevention schemes at higher points in the catchment. These could potentially

be positive for landscape character, for example planting on valley floors, but equally could impact habitats and industrial

features (mill ponds) along the watercourses.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C1, C2 and C3: Enhancement and expansion of woodland along the valley floor, with tree planting extending up the

valley sides and the proportion of woodland to pastoral fields shifting subtly altering landscape character.



	– 
	– 
	C1: Potential alterations to historic mill ponds at Wood Hill, Goose Eye and Holme Mill and subsequent impacts on the

surrounding hydrology.



	– 
	– 
	C2: Potential alterations to historic mill ponds such as those at Mytholmes and Ebor Lane, and subsequent impacts on

the surrounding hydrology.



	– 
	– 
	C3: Potential alterations to the historic mill pond at Wood Bank and subsequent impacts on the surrounding

hydrology.







	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changes in grazing pressure, both overgrazing and undergrazing as a result of climate change and changing

markets/agricultural subsidies could change the character of the pastoral landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changing agricultural practices could result in traditional drystone field boundaries not being maintained. This would erode

the rare and valued historic field pattern.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C1: The field pattern is more in-tact further up the slopes, particularly south of Higher and Lower Holme House

Woods.



	– 
	– 
	C2: The regular field pattern is particularly strong north of Cross Roads between Halifax Road and the Worth Way

long distance route.



	– 
	– 
	C3: The regular field pattern is particularly pronounced north of Wilsden, around Bents Lane.







	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	New development extending up valley sides may impact the setting of historic settlement and dilute rural character.

Ongoing development of this type may dilute the number of vernacular stone buildings. Historically settlements have been

confined to flatter slopes, but over time modern development has eroded these landscape distinctions.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C2: In the area around Oakworth, Mytholmes, Haworth and Cross Roads there is a delicate balance between valley�floor woodland, pastoral fields and development. Modern development has eroded the distinction between these

settlements and further development, particularly encroaching on the valley floor would shift the perception of this

area from strongly rural, to more urban.



	– 
	– 
	C2: The historic setting of Haworth and its connection to the wider landscape may be detrimentally impacted by

inappropriate development.

	– 
	– 
	C3: Development along Wilsden Road/Harden Lane may merge the two settlements of Harden and Wilsden and limit

the visual character of the gentle river valley.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Upland River Valley Landscape Character Type is situated west of the settled Airedale Valley and the busy

settlements of Keighley and Bingley. The expansion of these settlements could erode the rural character of the eastern

extents of each LCA.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C1: Encroachment onto the valley floor from Braithwaite (Keighley) in the north and Exley Head (Keighley) in the

south may erode remote character and reduce tranquillity.



	– 
	– 
	C2: Development pressure on the edge of Keighley may erode the rural character and potentially result in

agglomeration with the settlement of Oakworth.



	– 
	– 
	C2: Expansion of Oakworth to the south could lead to agglomeration with Mytholmes.



	– 
	– 
	C3: There is a substantial gap between settlement in the neighbouring LCA (Bingley) and settlement in this LCA

(Harden), but the expansion of each could erode rural character in the long term.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	New or additional lighting schemes accompanying new development may impact the dark skies qualities.




	Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	New pathogens and pests are increasingly putting pressure on natural habitats, most notably ash dieback, in woodlands,

which result in the need for tree felling to manage this risk.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C3: Ash dieback has resulted in tree loss within St Ives Estate.







	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased tourism as a result of links to the South Pennine moorland.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C1: The Millennium Way provides a direct link from Goose Eye with the Moorland fringe.



	– 
	– 
	C2: Recreational routes associated with cultural heritage, such as the Railway Children Walk and Brontë Way.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased pressure on recreational assets close to the larger settlements could impact the diversity and quality of

landscapes.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C3: Potential proposals to develop St Ives Estate as a Country Park may create additional pressure on this site.







	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A lack of natural surveillance on quieter lanes and tracks leads to increasing risks of fly-tipping and anti-social behaviour.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C3: At Goitstock Waterfall there has been increasing littering and anti-social behaviour.







	Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the characteristic field pattern on the highly visible valley sides. Maintain the drystone walls, repair where

necessary ensuring that restoration is carried out sensitively and with due regard to local style and construction.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Manage changing agricultural conditions in a way that embraces changing realities, but strives to maintain cornerstones of

landscape character such as pastoral land use.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the open, treeless nature of the upper valley sides; concentrating tree planting within the valley floor, lower

valley sides, cloughs, farmstead and settlement edges. This LCT provides a good opportunity to increase woodland cover

in the region without conflicting with landscape character.
	– 
	– 
	– 
	C1: Opportunity to enhance woodland along North Beck and on the northern side of the valley where woodland cover

is less extensive.



	– 
	– 
	C2: Opportunity to enhance woodland along Rag Clough Beck and close to the River Worth.



	– 
	– 
	C3: Opportunity to enhance the wider woodland network outside of the core woodland on the valley floor, including

Goitstock Wood.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sensitively manage potential flood prevention schemes ensuring they respect cultural heritage and provide opportunities

to increase natural heritage. Consider opportunities to explore potential to use this as an opportunity to make these

features multifunctional assets for the future, while celebrating their heritage.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Limit the expansion of the Airedale Valley Floor settlements into this LCT.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Seek to maintain separation between distinct settlements and to respect settlement settings where they contribute to

settlement character.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C2: Strive to maintain the limited distinction between Oakworth, Mytholmes, Haworth and Cross Roads.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve and celebrate the character of ‘Brontë’ country.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	C2: Limit and/or ensure sensitive development in the environs of Haworth. Conserve visual connection from Haworth

to the surrounding open moors.
	Figure 3.68: 
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	Figure 3.68: 
	Location of the Steep Valley Sides










	  
	Landscape Character Type D: Steep Valley Sides


	 
	Figure
	LCT D Overview


	The Steep Valley Sides landscape character type contains the sloping sides of the broad settled valleys within the district.

Characterised by notable areas of woodland, these valley sides form bold bands of vegetation, distinct from the surrounding

open fields. These swaths of woodland sit near areas of settlement, and the steep valley sides provide a visually prominent,

scenic backdrop. This landscape character type borders or contains numerous tributaries of the Rivers Aire and Wharfe and

contributes to biodiversity rich areas of the district, with local wildlife sites and notable areas of ancient woodland. Vegetation

consists primarily of deciduous woodland, with areas of coniferous plantation. Occasionally the woodland wraps around

clearings of pastoral fields and golf courses. In many places settlement on the adjacent valley floor has crept up the valley sides.


	There are four LCAs within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	D1. Bingley and Baildon Steep Valley Sides



	◼ 
	◼ 
	D2. Thwaites Brow Steep Valley Sides



	◼ 
	◼ 
	D3: Hollins Bank Steep Valley Sides



	◼ 
	◼ 
	D4: Middleton Woods Steep Valley Sides
	Figure 3.69: 
	Figure 3.69: 
	Figure 3.69: 
	Location of LCA D1





	  
	D1. Bingley and Baildon Steep Valley Sides


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Bingley and Baildon Steep Valley Sides LCA comprises parts of the steep slopes which form the northern edge of the

Airedale Valley. The LCA represents a transition from the developed valley of the River Aire to the rural upland moors, including

Baildon Moor in the east, Silsden Moor in the west, and Rombalds Moor across the centre. Woodland and tree belts help to

integrate settlement into the wider landscape. The characteristic steep slopes are cut in places by large becks which flow

downslope into the River Aire. This LCA is distinguished from the low-lying flat valley floor of the G2: Central Airedale Settled

Valley Floor and rolling moorland fringes, and B3: Silsden and Baildon Moorland Fringe. In the centre and east the area is

dominated by the settlement of Bingley, with generally modern development which has crept up the valley sides from Shipley

and around the historic centres of Baildon and Eldwick. The area contains a balance of modern development, woodland and

pastoral fields typical of the wider area.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Steeply sloping landform which transitions from the built valley floor to the rural urban fringe.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ High number of springs and becks permeate the landscape and, in some instances, form minor tributary valleys.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic low fertility soil has restricted farming, which is dominated by pasture.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Piecemeal enclosure creates a pattern of small, irregular fields bounded by drystone walls.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland blocks are present throughout the area, forming bands across the landscape, particularly following the

course of rivers and on the steeper slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The field pattern, where present is dominated by small to medium scale pasture fields bounded by drystone walls and

has an upland character linking to the Moorland Fringe landscape to the north.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Sprawling modern development on rising landform punctuated by belts of woodland and steep open slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlements within the area have been shaped by the industrial revolution, which is reinforced by the proximity and

relationship with Saltaire World Heritage Site.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Views across the industrial Airedale Valley to the wooded slopes in the south provide a strong sense of place.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dense woodland belts on the valley sides and in beck valleys have a strong sense of enclosure, contrasting with the

open field pattern on higher slopes.
	Figure 3.70: 
	Figure 3.70: 
	Figure 3.70: 
	Example photos from LCA D1
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	Figure 3.71: 
	Figure 3.71: 
	Figure 3.71: 
	Topography of LCA D1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Intervisibility from rising valley slopes to settlements below. 
	 
	Frequent woodland areas create sense of enclosure throughout.


	 
	 
	 
	Pastoral fields on rising slopes with views across settlements towards

the rising moors.


	 
	Bands of woodland form notable contrasts against the surrounding

open fields.


	 
	 
	 
	Numerous becks meander down the slopes, typically bound by riparian

vegetation.


	 
	Intervisibility across settled valley floors to Rombalds Moor.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones, primarily from the Midgely Grit

group. In the east, Rough Rock sandstone and the Pennine Lower Coal Formation is present on the higher ground.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down into loamy and clay acidic soils. The soils have impeded drainage and are seasonally wet.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography is characterised by steep slopes rising from around 100m AOD in the south east to nearly 250m AOD in

the north west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are a number of springs and small becks which cut through the slopes and drain into the River Aire. The more

notable watercourses – Morton Beck, Loadpit Beck and Ghyll Beck create smaller valleys which run perpendicular to the

Airdale Valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Large parts of the valley are overlain by Quaternary glacial till. These angular, unsorted deposits are a result of the Aire

glaciation during the Devensian period.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are some rocky outcrops on the steeper slopes which create distinctive local backdrops. This includes the

precipitous rocky crags Baildon Bank Green, Gilstead Crags, Bracken Hall Green, and Spring Crags.
	Figure 3.72: 
	Figure 3.72: 
	Figure 3.72: 
	Natural heritage of LCA D1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Semi-natural habitat is predominantly provided by broadleaf woodland blocks and tree belts throughout the area. The

majority of these are identified as priority habitat for deciduous woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Notable woodland blocks include Hawskworth Spring Wood in the east, Walker/Midgeley Woods at Shipley Glen, Clough

Beck Wood/Elam Wood, Low Wood and Spring Crag Wood/Alder Carr Wood in the west. These have been defined as

ancient woodland and are designated as local wildlife sites. Low Wood is also a Local Wildlife Site.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Grassland habitats are dominated by semi-improved agricultural grassland. These are predominantly bounded by

drystone walls and have limited ecological value. North and east of Riddlesden, hedgerows and tree belts provide some

connectivity within the agricultural landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the west there are additional grassland habitats. Priority habitat for lowland meadows occur on the high slopes of

Shipley Glen at Bracken Hall Green and around Ghyll Beck. Dry acidic grassland is present at Baildon Bank.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Local wildlife sites, in addition to those covered by ancient woodland, are also present at Baildon Bank, Gilstead Moor

Edge and Prince of Wales Park and How Beck Wood.
	Figure 3.73: 
	Figure 3.73: 
	Figure 3.73: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA D1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land is primarily semi-improved grassland used for grazing or cut for silage. This reflects the poor quality acidic

soils. In the east, smaller areas of open fields are interspersed between belts of woodland and the developed area. To the

west there are more expansive areas of agricultural land.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern, where prevalent is dominated by small to medium scale pasture fields bounded by drystone walls

reflecting historic piecemeal enclosure from former moorland. Some 19th century boundary alterations have straightened

the field edges, creating a more regular field pattern in places.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the far west, piecemeal enclosure from a former medieval deer park is present between woodland blocks.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Around Baildon, suspected assart enclosure from historic woodland is present, although subsequent boundary loss has

reduced the time-depth associated with this.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	South-east of Eldwick, an area of surveyed enclosure creates a more geometric field pattern above Shipley Glen.
	Figure 3.74: 
	Figure 3.74: 
	Figure 3.74: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA D1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the west, the slopes overlooking Saltaire fall within part of the Saltaire World Heritage Site buffer zone, and much of this

area is identified as forming either a critical or important rural backdrop to Saltaire. The World Heritage Site is noted for its

intact industrial heritage and reflects a 19th Century philanthropic approach to industrial management. From elevated

positions within the LCA there are clear views of the World Heritage Site. Woodland at Shipley Glen and, Midgeley Wood

restricts views into the rich heritage of the valley, but provide a scenic wooded backdrop.
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	7 Saltaire World Heritage Site Management Plan (2014)
	7 Saltaire World Heritage Site Management Plan (2014)
	Figure 3.75: 
	Figure 3.75: 
	Figure 3.75: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA D1









	◼ 
	◼ 
	Some pre-industrial heritage designations overlap the World Heritage Site. This includes several scheduled monuments,

including one known as ‘The Soldiers Trench’ of prehistoric rock carvings and settlements around Bracken Hall Green and

the Grade II Listed Bracken Hall.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are six conservation areas, reflecting the historic importance of settlements along the slopes. These generally

incorporate the agricultural historic cores of settlements which have since expanded as part of the industrial revolution.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Prince of Wales Registered Park and Garden near Priestthorpe and Eldwick occupies a former quarry site. The land

was gifted for the benefit of the public by the Enclosure Commission. Extensive tree planting forms an outer circuit of

woodland which encloses the park.




	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The east of the area is more densely developed with the settlements of Baildon, and the agglomerated form of

Priestthorpe, Eldwick and Gilstead forming part of the wider area of Bingley much of which is situated in the neighbouring

LCA (G2: Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor). These settlements are principally composed of modern development,

often laid out in a cul-de-sac arrangement, although Eldwick and Baildon have historic centres.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the west of the area settlement is more sparse and tends to be concentrated on the lower slopes, such as at Riddlesden

or related to watercourses, such as at East Morton which developed around a series of mill buildings. In addition, a series

of agricultural hamlets and isolated farmsteads survive sitting within preserved agricultural settings, such as at West

Morton.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Geometric development of vernacular terraced cottages are present in places, reflecting the impact of the industrial

revolution on the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The road network predominantly comprises lanes, which often traverse the slopes. One of the smaller valleys associated

with Loadpit Beck is free from road development and acts as a barrier to movement across the area.
	Figure 3.76: 
	Figure 3.76: 
	Figure 3.76: 
	Access and recreation of LCA D1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A network of public rights of way and lanes serves the LCA and provides connectivity from east-west through the area as

well as with moorland to the north and down into the Airedale Valley. Many of these routes also run through the woodland

blocks and along water courses.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are two large areas of open access land in the east at Baildon Bank and Bank Hall Green. Bank Hall Green open

access leads directly onto common land at Baildon Moor, enhancing the connectivity between Baildon and moorland in the

wider landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Shipley Glen provides a wooded and publicly accessible space located between Baildon Moor and the more formal

Roberts Park/Saltaire WHS, offering a well-used recreational link between the two.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Prince of Wales Park Registered Park and Garden provides a large open space valued for recreation and close to the

settlements of Priestthorpe and Eldwick.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Where woodland and tree belts are absent, views are open to the south across the Airedale Valley, including over the

Saltaire World Heritage Site. This creates an important sense of place and reflects the important industrial local heritage.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Development within the area reduces the sense of tranquillity and presence of dark skies. The built environment plays a

more limited role in the western extents of the area, which have a higher sense of remoteness.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	The juxtaposition of woodland, rural upland fringe character and dense sub-urban style development on steep slopes

makes the settlement in the east highly distinctive to the Bradford District.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Where blocks of woodland are present, these create a more intimate, enclosed character and are important elements in

views from across the valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Viewpoints associated with paths at the top of Gilstead Crags offer striking views across the built up Airedale Valley and

over to the surrounding moorland.
	Figure 3.77: 
	Figure 3.77: 
	Figure 3.77: 
	Location of LCA D2





	  
	D2. Thwaites Brow Steep Valley Sides


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Thwaites Brow Steep Valley Sides LCA comprises the steep slopes which form a distinctive crescent shape, stretching from

the southern edge of Keighley to the north western extent of Bingley. The LCA represents a transition from the settled valley of

the River Aire to rural upland farmland and moors, joining the Worth Valley in the north west and the Harden Valley in the south.

The characteristic steep slopes are interrupted in places by small, mostly unnamed small water courses. Woodland is present

throughout but more prevalent in the south east, away from the central settlement of Thwaites. The lowland boundary of the

LCA follows the course of the Shipley to Keighley railway line and the A650.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Steeply sloping landform which transitions from the settled valley floor to upland plateau farmland.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic low-fertility soil has limited agricultural productivity. Farmland is interspersed between blocks of woodland and

is dominated by grazing.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The field pattern includes ancient assarts (areas of medieval woodland clearance), reflecting the long history of

farming in the area.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Drystone walls emphasise the varying field pattern and creates a sense of historic character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland, including replanted ancient woodland forms the key ecological asset. With the exception of Park Wood to

the north, this is more prominent in the south and east creating a naturalistic character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ In the south east part of St Ives Estate informs a more formal character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Increased wealth resulting from the textile industry led to increased development and rebuilding of farms in the late

18th and early 19th century.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ More recent development around Thwaites has impacted on the rural character, particularly in the west.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Elevated landform and steep slopes offer unobstructed views across Airedale Valley towards Rombalds Moor and

create a sense of exposure.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ In the south east there is a sense of intimacy provided by woodland and localised topographical variety.
	Figure 3.78: 
	Figure 3.78: 
	Figure 3.78: 
	Example photos from LCA D2
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	Figure 3.79: 
	Figure 3.79: 
	Figure 3.79: 
	Topography of LCA D2










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Ancient woodland at Park Wood Local Wildlife Site north of Long Lee. 
	 
	Druid’s Altar local viewpoint and historic rock graffiti with views towards

Rombalds Moor.


	 
	 
	 
	Cattle grazing on gentler slopes at higher elevations near Thwaites

Brow.


	 
	Drystone walls field margins near Currer Laithe Farm.


	 
	 
	 
	Woodland within St Ives Estate Registered Park and Garden. 
	 
	Gingerbread Clough within Hainworth Wood Local Wildlife Site.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones, primarily from the Midgely Grit

group. Historic fault lines in the centre top of the slopes have brought the younger Pennine Coal Measures Formation

alongside the older Midgely Grit.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down intro low fertility acidic soils. In the centre and south east this is dominated by freely draining

loamy soils. In the west, there are clay soils with impeded drainage.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are a number of springs which flow down the slopes, into the River Worth in the north and west and the River Aire in

the east. This includes Hog Holes Beck. These springs are more numerous in the east where the soil is freely draining.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography is characterised by steep slopes rising rapidly from around 100m AOD in the north to nearly 250m AOD in

the south.
	Figure 3.80: 
	Figure 3.80: 
	Figure 3.80: 
	Natural heritage of LCA D2







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tree cover is provided by large woodland blocks and hedgerow trees. Tree cover is more continuous in the east, where

there are several inter-connected blocks of deciduous woodland. Some of these have been identified as priority habitat for

deciduous woodland and defined as ancient woodland (including replanted and semi-natural). Transfield Wood and part of

Hollin Plantation are also designated as local wildlife sites. In the west, the woodland is less frequent but includes large

tracts at Hainworth Wood and Park Wood, which are both identified as replanted ancient woodland and local wildlife sites.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Additional habitat coverage consists predominantly of semi-improved grassland which forms the majority of the farmland

within the area. Marley Bog Local Wildlife Site, contains an area of priority habitat for dry and acid grassland.
	Figure 3.81: 
	Figure 3.81: 
	Figure 3.81: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA D2







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land is primarily semi-improved grassland used for grazing or cut for silage. This reflects the poor quality acidic

soils and is characteristic of the wider area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern of agricultural land varies. West of Thwaites, piecemeal enclosure has resulted in irregular field

boundaries bordered by drystone walls. Some boundary loss has increased the size of fields in this part of the landscape.

East of Thwaites there are examples of distinctive surveyed enclosure, with a regular, straight narrow field pattern.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the south and east of the LCA, large parts of the landscape represent assart enclosure. This represents the ancient

clearance of woodland cover to form farmland, associated with an individual farmstead and illustrates the long history of

farming in this area. Intricate field patterns associated with this type of enclosure create a sense of time-depth.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	East of Thwaites Brow blocks of replanted woodland are also identified as being within the moorland line and enhance the

connection to the upland moors.
	Figure 3.82: 
	Figure 3.82: 
	Figure 3.82: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA D2







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Within the more rural parts of the LCA, drystone walls contribute to the historic character and enhance the sense of place.

This is more pronounced away from the more densely wooded parts of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The small settlement of Hainworth in the west is noted for its cultural significance and is designated as a conservation

area. The hamlet developed predominantly in the 18th-19th centuries, when earnings from the textile industry in the wider

landscape brought wealth to the local area, resulting in older farms and barns being rebuilt. There are a number of grade II

listed buildings within Hainworth, including Hainworth Farmhouse and the K6 telephone kiosk outside Rose Cottage.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Part of the St Ives Estate Registered Park and Garden sits within the south east section the LCA, informing a more formal

historic character. There are two grade II listed buildings within the park: Bettys Lodge and the Entrance gate at Piers.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Additional grade II listed buildings within the LCA reflect the historic agricultural history of the area. This includes Kirkstall

Wood Farmhouse, 23 & 25 Glen Lee Lane (in Thwaites), a Guidestone and Jack Fields. The degree of ancient woodland

within the area also contributes to the sense of time depth.
	Figure 3.83: 
	Figure 3.83: 
	Figure 3.83: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA D2







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The main settlement in the LCA is Thwaites, which extends from the valley floor to the higher slopes in the centre of the

LCA. Development here has occurred gradually since the 19th Century, with a mix of housing estates and old terraced

rows throughout. The name Thwaites means ‘land severed from a wood, grubbed up and made arable’, and reflects the

older woodland and agricultural land uses.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Development on steep slopes makes the settlement prominent in views from the wider landscape. Existing woodland, tree

belts and canopy cover around the settlement helps to integrate Thwaites into the wider landscape and softens views of

the area from across the valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The road network comprises narrow country lanes which meander up and down the steep slopes.
	Figure 3.84: 
	Figure 3.84: 
	Figure 3.84: 
	Access and recreation of LCA D2







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A connected network of public rights of way and lanes serves the LCA and provides connectivity from Thwaites into the

wider landscape. In the south east this includes the Calder/Aire Link and Worth Way long distance walking routes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the east, part of the LCA is within the St Ives Estate Registered Park and Garden which forms an important recreational

asset. This includes Druid’s altar, a popular local viewpoint and climbing attraction.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	At Hog Holes Brow an isolated area of open access land sits on the border between this LCA and B2 Cullingworth

Moorland Fringe. This is a former quarry site and is characterised by rough scrubland and undulating topography.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are a number of playing fields and playgrounds close to the urban envelope of Thwaites. These are often connected

to the wider network of public rights of way.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The sharply rising topography offers striking long-distance views across the Airedale Valley and across to the distinctive

upland area of Rombalds Moor to the east, creating an open visual character with a strong sense of place.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is strong intervisibility across the Airedale Valley, including with the urban area of Keighley. This adds to the human

influence on the landscape and reduces the sense of tranquillity. This is reflected in the higher levels of night blight at the

bottom of the slopes and particularly along the edge of Keighley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Woodland blocks play an important role in enhancing natural character.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Woodland creates a sense of enclosure in places which limits the relationship with the settled Airedale Valley, enhancing

the localised sense of tranquillity in these areas.
	Figure 3.85: 
	Figure 3.85: 
	Figure 3.85: 
	Location of LCA D3





	  
	D3. Hollins Bank Steep Valley Sides


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Hollins Bank Steep Valley Sides LCA comprises the steep slopes north west of Keighley which encompass the transition

from the more urban Airedale Valley to the remote upland moorland fringe. The landscape is characterised by settlement on the

lower slopes and pasture and moorland habitat at higher elevations. The south is dominated by the urban outskirts of Keighley.

Ancient woodland blocks are important natural landscape features. The LCA is bordered in the north by the Upper and Central

Airedale Settled Valley Floor (G1 and G2), in the east by B1: Keighley Moorland Fringe and in the south by C1: The Beck

Upland Wooded River Valley.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Steeply sloping landform which transitions from the busy and more urban settled valley floor to the remote and

exposed upland farmland of the Keighley Moorland fringe.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic low-fertility soil has restricted farming, which is dominated by pasture.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Piecemeal and surveyed enclosure bounded by drystone walls provides some sense of time-depth and enhances the

sense of place.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland blocks, including ancient woodland, are present throughout the area, following the course of Steeton Beck

and also on the steeper slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ On the higher slopes, heathland and moorland vegetation is present and provides a link with the upland moorland

fringes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlements within the area, most notably High Utley, originated as agricultural hamlets. This has since taken on a

more urban character, associated with the local prosperity brought on by the industrial revolution.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Views across the industrial Airedale Valley to the wooded slopes in the north provide a strong sense of place.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Intact field patterns and drystone walls are typical of a distinctive Yorkshire upland fringe landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The patchwork of piecemeal enclosure, surveyed enclosure and woodland blocks informs a rich tapestry and provides

visual interest.
	Figure 3.86: 
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	Figure 3.86: 
	Example photos from LCA D3
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	Figure 3.87: 
	Figure 3.87: 
	Figure 3.87: 
	Topography of LCA D3










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Priority habitat for deciduous woodland along Steeton Beck. 
	 
	Tree avenues along Hollins Lane.


	 
	 
	 
	Grade II Gate Lodge Listed Building at Whinburn Registered Park and

Garden.


	 
	Upland birch woodland within the moorland line near Eastburn Crag.


	 
	 
	 
	Drystone walls delineating piecemeal enclosure with Currer Wood

behind.


	 
	Wooded slopes form backdrop to cobbled street at Eastburn.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises Carboniferous sandstones, siltstones and mudstones, primarily from the Midgely Grit

group, interbedded with sandstones, including the Addingham Edge Grit and Doubler Stones Sandstone.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down into low fertility acidic soils. There are three main groups of acidic soil within the area: feely

draining loamy soils; loamy and clay soils with impeded drainage; and very acidic, wet, peaty soils.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is generally an absence of watercourses within the area, with the exception of Steeton Beck/Redding Gill.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography is characterised by steep slopes rising from just over 100m AOD near the valley bottom on the northern

and eastern edges to over 260m AOD on the tops of the slopes.
	Figure 3.88: 
	Figure 3.88: 
	Figure 3.88: 
	Natural heritage of LCA D3







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tree cover provides the key ecological habitats in the area. Currer Wood and Hawkcliffe Wood are both defined as ancient

woodland, identified as priority habitat for deciduous woodland and designated as local wildlife sites.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of the farmland within the area comprises semi-improved grassland which offers limited biodiversity value.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	At higher elevations there are areas within the moorland line, incorporating habitats associated with the upland moor

landscape. These include priority habitat for upland heathland and areas of moorland at Eastburn Crag and Raven

Stones.
	Figure 3.89: 
	Figure 3.89: 
	Figure 3.89: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA D3







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land is primarily semi-improved grassland used for grazing or cut for silage. This land use reflects both the

poor quality acidic soils and the steepness of the slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern of agricultural land east and south of Steeton is primarily surveyed enclosure. Fields in this part of the

landscape are characterised by straight field boundaries running perpendicular to the contours.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Older piecemeal enclosure surrounds Currer Wood, to the west of Steeton. In places this is characterised by a small,

irregular field pattern with a strong sense of time-depth, enhanced by the presence of drystone walls. Closer to the road

network and settlements more recent field amalgamation has resulted in a larger scale fields.
	Figure 3.90: 
	Figure 3.90: 
	Figure 3.90: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA D3







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Within the more rural parts of the LCA, drystone walls contribute to the historic character and enhance the sense of place.

This is more pronounced away from the wooded parts of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Listed buildings pre-dating the industrial revolution reflect the agricultural history of the area. These are found within the

Braithwaite Conservation Area and the older parts of Steeton Conservation Area, concentrated on the thoroughfares of

Old Main Street and Hollins Road (the historic main route between Keighley and Skipton) respectively.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	18th and 19th century development within the conservation areas reflect growth associated with the introduction of industry

linked to the waterways that Steeton is located on.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the south east, the LCA incorporates the upper parts of Keighley, High Utley and Low Utley. Development in the less

elevated parts of Keighley reflects the local wealth that resulted from the industrial revolution. Devonshire Park and Cliffe

Castle Conservation Area features large, detached properties and parks and gardens which showcase this wealth and the

philanthropic movement during the industrial revolution.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The more elevated sections of Keighley comprise modern development which has crept up the valley sides, outside of the

natural topographical confines of the town.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The late 19th/early 20th century Whinburn Grade II Registered Park and Garden, associated with Whinburn Lodge also

reflects wealth accumulation from the areas industry. The Grade II listed Whinburn Lodge (also known as Whinburn Hall)

and Lodge Gates are present within the park.
	Figure 3.91: 
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	Figure 3.91: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA D3







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlements within the area, including Eastburn, Steeton and High Utley appear to rise up from the densely built

development in the neighbouring Airedale Valley. Development is concentrated towards the lower slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Keighley is the exception to this as this settlement has expanded onto higher elevations and absorbed the once distinct

village of Braithwaite. More modern development is characterised by straight, abrupt edges which are less integrated than

the older historic cores.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Development on steep slopes is characteristic of the area and forms a notable human element in views of the area from

the wider landscape. Tree cover within the settlements softens views and helps integrates them into the landscape. This

tree cover is more frequent within Keighley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The road network comprises narrow lanes and suburban streets, concentrated within the key settlements. Away from this,

the main road network is provided by the ancient Hollins Bank Lane. An old toll road which provided the main link between

Keighley and Skipton.
	Figure 3.92: 
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	Figure 3.92: 
	Access and recreation of LCA D3







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a limited network of public rights of way in the area, which comprises short and unconnected sections of footpath

and bridleway. The exception to this is part of the Millennium Way long distance walking route which runs through the west

of the area and provides connectivity into the wider landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Open spaces and playing pitches are concentrated within Keighley and have a limited relationship with more rural parts of

the area.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The sharply rising topography offers long-distance views across the Airedale Valley and beyond to Rombalds Moor in the

east. This creates an open visual character with a strong sense of place.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is strong intervisibility across the Airedale Valley, including with the central urban area of Keighley. This adds to the

human influence on the landscape and reduces the sense of tranquillity. This is reflected in the higher levels of night blight

at the bottom of the slopes and particularly along the edge of Keighley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sounds associated with transport and industry within the Airedale Valley is perceptible throughout the LCA, in places

mingling with the natural sounds of birdsong.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Intact field patterns and drystone walls create a distinctive sense of place, characteristic of the typical upland Yorkshire

landscape.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is contrast between the busy, urban character close to Keighley in the south east and the rural qualities associated

with pasture and woodland at higher elevations in the west. The various influences across the LCA add interest and create

a dynamic perception of the landscape.
	Figure 3.93: 
	Figure 3.93: 
	Figure 3.93: 
	Location of LCA D4





	  
	D4. Middleton Woods Steep Valley Sides


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Middleton Woods Steep Valley Sides LCA comprises the wooded slopes north of Ilkley. The area encompasses numerous

areas of woodland and some limited settlement expansion from the south. The slopes form part of the transition from the

pastoral landscape further north to the settled valley floor to the south. Many of the woodlands in this area are ancient and

reflect the historic natural landscape which has long been a key feature of the broad valley sides along the River Wharfe. This

LCA is distinguished from the low-lying and densely settled Wharfedale Settled Valley Floor to the south.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A sloping, undulating landform which falls from pastoral uplands in the north to the more settled Wharfe Valley to the

south.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The underlying geology is generally comprised of Millstone grit, giving rise to more acidic soils and limiting arable

farming across the slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Bow Beck and Old Wives Gill pass through areas of woodland in the far west and east of the area, draining to the

River Wharfe in the south.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Large cohesive areas of woodland, many of which are ancient, cover the slopes and form a natural boundary to

settlement in the south.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Pastoral fields extend into the area from the north, with a mix of hedgerow and fence boundaries which contribute to a

strong sense of place.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A limited number of public rights of way cross through the woodlands from Ilkley, including the promoted Harrogate

Link long distance route which connects to the popular Dales Way further south.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement within the area has primarily expanded outwards from Ilkley, extending and filling gaps in the woodland

cover across the slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Distant southerly views from higher and more open locations to Rombalds Moor provide a strong sense of place, with

views more limited by the extensive areas of woodland trees further down the slopes in proximity to Ilkley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The more exposed northern extents of the area in proximity to the pastoral fields within Nidderdale AONB have a

stronger sense of remoteness and separation from the settled valleys below. Within the southern, heavily wooded

extents of the LCA, there is a stronger sense of enclosure and localised sense of place.
	Figure 3.94: 
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	Figure 3.94: 
	Example photos from LCA D4
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	Figure 3.95: 
	Topography of LCA D4










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Ancient Woodland at Coppy Wood. 
	 
	Middleton Woods form a backdrop to pastoral fields, and visual

connection to Rombalds Moor beyond.


	 
	 
	 
	Dense hedgerows and mature trees along the small rural lanes. 
	 
	Views north towards the Nidderdale ANOB are foreshortened by rising

land form.


	 
	 
	 
	Open access land within Middleton Wood provides recreational value. 
	 
	Wooded slopes are crossed by public footpaths.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises Carboniferous mudstone, siltstone and sandstone from the Millstone Grit Group. The

undulating landform across the LCA is a result of the softer mudstones, and has given rise to predominantly pastoral land

use, where not covered by woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landform consistently slopes toward the river, falling from around 180m AOD along the northern ridge to

approximately 90m AOD at the southern boundary in proximity to the River Wharfe.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Although there are no major watercourses within the LCA, multiple smaller streams flow down the slopes and through

woodlands to reach the River Wharfe.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Along the eastern edge of the LCA, Bow Beck forms a slightly larger watercourse, meandering through dense riparian

woodland, and connecting March Ghyll Reservoir in the north (in neighbouring North Yorkshire) with the River Wharfe in

the south.
	Figure 3.96: 
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	Figure 3.96: 
	Natural heritage of LCA D4







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is dominated by broadleaved woodland, most of which is defined as ancient woodland and also identified as

priority habitat deciduous woodland. Middleton Woods is a Woodland Trust site, and frequently attracts springtime visitors

due to its bluebell display.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Within pastoral fields in the north and east, mature field trees provide ecological connectivity between larger pockets of

woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of small watercourses meander through dense riparian woodland across the slopes (notably Old Wives/Terrace

Gill to the west and Bow Beck to the east) flowing south towards the River Wharfe.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Several springs are found across the western extents of the area, throughout pastoral fields around Austby Farm and

Myddleton Lodge. A waterfall adjoins a small watercourse at the top of Middleton Woods in the centre of the LCA.
	Figure 3.97: 
	Figure 3.97: 
	Figure 3.97: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA D4







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land is primarily pastoral, and generally well-enclosed by the numerous and large areas of woodland within the

LCA. Some isolated areas of arable use sit at the eastern edge of the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is an absence of a continuous field pattern, as pastoral fields are separated by the extensive and dense areas of

woodland. Field boundaries are somewhat irregular, bounded by meandering woodland edges and streams, resulting in a

more organic and fragmented pattern.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the north along Slates Lane and Carter’s Lane, there has been some loss of internal field boundaries, with late 19th

century field agglomeration and straightened boundaries originating from earlier piecemeal enclosure fields. Wooden post

and rail fencing has replaced hedgerows in places.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Designed landscapes associated with some of the larger estate and manor houses (particularly Myddleton Lodge) provide

visual interest and are ensconced within large blocks of woodland, contributing to the more pastoral and wooded nature of

the LCA.
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	Figure 3.98: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA D4







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Across the LCA, traditional hedgerows contribute to the historic character and enhance the sense of place.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Grade I Listed Myddleton Lodge sits in an elevated position on slopes to the north, with expansive views over the

Wharfe Valley, the settlement of Ilkley and Rombalds Moor beyond. The immediate pastoral landscape is designated as a

Scheduled Monument, as part of the historic open field system associated with the lodge.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A cluster of listed buildings at Grange Farm illustrates the long standing agricultural history of the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA contains the northern extents of the Middleton Conservation Area. The settlement of Middleton was constructed

in the early 20th century as an “exclusive, leafy housing estate for middle-class commuters, with large houses set in

generous plots along broad avenues”.


	8
	8
	8
	8 Middleton Conservation Area Assessment (2005) City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council 
	8 Middleton Conservation Area Assessment (2005) City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council 
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	Figure 3.99: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA D4










	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	With the exception of Myddleton Lodge, there was very limited development in the area prior to the 20th century. The key

settlement areas at present are the edge of Ilkley (including the Middleton Conservation Area, and additional more recent

development around it) and modern development in the north east extending south from the historic hamlet of Middleton.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In general, settlement extending up the slopes from Ilkley has been contained by areas of broadleaved woodland, and as

a result is generally well-enclosed and integrated into the surrounding landscape, offering a softened settlement edge.

Modern developments along Slates Lane on the northern edge of the LCA are more exposed, with limited enclosing

vegetation or landforms.
	Figure 3.100: 
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	Figure 3.100: 
	Access and recreation of LCA D4







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are a limited number of public rights of way in the LCA, most of which pass through the woodlands, including the

Harrogate Link long distance walking route which follows Curly Hill roadway through Middleton Wood and connects to the

long distance Dale Way at Ilkley Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Middleton Woods is open to public access and contains an orienteering circuit.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Views within the LCA are limited by the numerous areas of woodland, although the rising landform of Rombalds Moor can

be seen intermittently above the tree line. Along Carter’s Lane in the east, expansive views across the Wharfe Valley and

to the rising moorlands beyond are afforded by the more pastoral nature of the surrounding landscape with limited areas of

woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The numerous areas of woodland and pastoral fields contribute to a rural and tranquil setting, with limited, well-enclosed

areas of modern development. Larger farm structures are visible along Carter’s Lane in the east, which retains a more

exposed settlement edge and somewhat reduces the strongly rural perception across the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The northern extents of the LCA are more tranquil, being separated from areas of dense settlement to the south by the

extensive areas of woodland across the central belt of the area. Areas at the southern edges of the woodland possess a

more suburban fringe character, being located at the edge of Ilkley to the south.


	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT D: Steep Valley Sides


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change leading to increased periods of drought may result in lower water levels and stream flows, which may

impact riparian vegetation along the numerous becks found in the LCAs.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D1: Impacts on riparian vegetation and lowland meadow along Ghyll Beck, Morton Beck, and Loadpit Beck.



	– 
	– 
	D2: Impacts on riparian woodland and acid grassland along the numerous small becks near Thwaites Brow and

Marley Brow, and along Hogs Hole Beck.



	– 
	– 
	D3: Impacts on riparian vegetation along Steeton Beck and Redding Gill, altering the visual character of the wooded

watercourses trailing up the steep slopes.



	– 
	– 
	D4: Impacts on vegetation along the wooded Bow Beck along the eastern boundary of the LCA, and Terrace Gill in

the west, as well as smaller watercourses through Middleton Woods in the centre of the area.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change may result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall, potentially altering the condition of incised

water courses within the wooded cloughs, and causing flooding issues in the Wharfe and Airedale Valleys.




	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changing agricultural practices could result in traditional drystone wall field boundaries not being maintained, and field

amalgamation. This would erode the valued and intricate field pattern typical of the Yorkshire upland fringe landscape



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changing grazing pressure, as a result of climate change and changing agricultural practices could result in erosion or

removal of valued areas of medieval assarts, typically found around historic agricultural settlements and indicative of the

long-standing agricultural settlement in the area.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D1: Remnant areas of assarts to the east and west of Baildon and east of Eldwick may be further eroded by field

amalgamation and modernisation, reducing the sense of time-depth across the landscape.



	– 
	– 
	D2: Impacts on intact areas of assarts in the centre and west of the LCA, east of Thwaites near Marley Brow. Some

loss of enclosing woodland and hedgerow, and modern amalgamation in proximity to the A650.







	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	New development extending up valley sides could potentially erode or fragment the large swathes of woodland across the

slopes, interrupting existing ecological networks.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D4: The ancient and priority habitat deciduous woodlands at Middleton Woods across the centre of the LCA may be at

risk from additional northwards settlement from the settled Wharfe Valley below.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	New development with more exposed edges, in contrast to the historic settlements enclosed within dense woodland, may

be more visible on steep slopes rising from the settled valley below. This may interrupt the visual connection between the

wooded valley slopes and the upland moors, and the rural setting provided to the settled valleys.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D1: Modern cul-de-sac development north of Baildon and east of Eldwick is more exposed, with limited enclosing

woodland typical of more historic settlement, altering the perception of wooded slopes gently transitioning into upland

moors and pasture.



	– 
	– 
	D2: New development around Thwaites has impacted on the rural character, particularly in the west.



	– 
	– 
	D4: Settlement expansion at the northern edge of Ilkley could fragment the swathe of woodland which sweeps across

the centre of the LCA.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	New or additional lighting schemes accompanying new development may impact the dark skies qualities.


	Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	New pathogens and pests are increasingly putting pressure on natural habitats, most notably ash dieback, in woodlands

which result in the need for tree felling to manage this risk.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D3: Ash dieback has already led to tree loss within St Ives Estate. Additional tree loss will contribute to significant

visual change to the LCA. The impact of this will be dependent on the scale of replanting and landscape management

to mitigate this.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increasing incentives for tree planting, particularly on slopes surrounding the Aire valley as part of the White Rose Forest’s

Landscapes for Water initiative. Trees, when not located appropriately, may have a detrimental impact on key views out

from the steep valley sides, across the settled Aire and Wharfe valley bottoms to adjacent moors.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D2, D3: New woodland planting, once mature, has the potential to screen and interrupt views out across the Airedale

Valley and to the dramatic form of Rombalds Moor, which provides a strong sense of place.







	Heritage at Risk


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The setting to scheduled monuments and registered parks and gardens are at risk of being degraded or altered in

character without appropriate management of development and recreational pressures.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D1: The rural upper valley side setting of the Saltaire World Heritage Site may be affected by new developments on

the slopes of Baildon Moor.



	– 
	– 
	D1: The prehistoric stone circle Soldier’s Trench, near Baildon, has experienced significant footfall and trampling of

vegetation, altering the character of the setting.



	– 
	– 
	D2: Strategic felling at Betty’s Wood (for disease control) may alter the setting and backdrop to the adjacent St Ives

Estate, which contributes a more formal parkland character in the south east of the LCA.



	– 
	– 
	D2: Key views towards Baildon Moor from Druid’s Altar may be threatened by significant tree planting, which could

obscure views, tree felling (for example for disease control), and new developments.



	– 
	– 
	D3: Development encroaching up the slopes from High Utley could impact on the rural setting of Whinburn Registered

Park and Garden, which is on the Heritage at Risk Register.



	– 
	– 
	D4: Encroachment up the slopes from Ilkley may impact on the open and landscaped parkland setting of Myddleton

Lodge, and its strong visual connection to Rombalds Moor.







	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased pressure on recreational assets which connect the settlements to more remote adjacent uplands could impact

landscape condition and the sense of place in these transitional landscapes.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	D1: Impacts from recreational cycling along public paths near the wooded Ghyll Beck extending out into rising upland

slopes to the east.



	– 
	– 
	D1: Near Micklethwaite, enhancements to public rights of way infrastructure, including waymarking and interpretation

between Bradford and Saltaire World Heritage Site, would be beneficial in helping to minimise impacts on rural

character and would provide education and awareness of the landscape and World Heritage Site setting.



	– 
	– 
	D2: Potential proposals to develop St Ives Estate as a Country Park may create additional pressure on this site.







	Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the characteristic field pattern and prominent swathes of woodland on the highly visible valley sides.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Maintain characteristic drystone walls, repair where necessary ensuring that restoration is carried out sensitively and with

due regard to local style and construction, especially alongside footpaths which are part of the historic network.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Protect assarts and the irregular and historic field boundaries, avoiding further amalgamation of fields or removal of

surrounding woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Avoid development creep along the fringes of the LCAs, which are highly visible on the steep slopes and which may alter

the wooded and pastoral nature of the valley sides. Locate development in proximity to existing settlement centres.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	New development edges should be softened with appropriate tree planting, using diverse and native species, taking into

account projected changes to climate and new pathogens.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	New development and associated lighting schemes should be designed so as to minimise night blight and light pollution

from the lower slopes and settled valleys below.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Make efforts to locate new planting where it will not impede outward views from key viewpoints across the Aire and

Wharfe Valleys.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Ensure the setting to scheduled monuments and registered parks and gardens is maintained and enhanced. Locate

development in proximity to existing settlement cores, and consider utilising new or existing planting to soften settlement

edges. Protect the rural setting and key views out and towards Saltaire World Heritage Site.
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	Location of the Mixed Upland Pasture







	  
	Landscape Character Type E: Mixed Upland Pasture


	 
	Figure
	LCT E Overview


	Stretching from the elevated moorland plateaus and moorland fringe landscape to the more settled areas in proximity to the river

valleys, the Mixed Upland Pasture character type primarily consists of undulating pastoral fields. These are generally lined by

drystone walls typical of the Yorkshire region, and the landscape possesses a rural feel, though it is influenced by urban fringe

elements. Farmsteads are dotted across the landscape, yielding to small hamlets and larger settlements moving to the west.

While tree cover is slightly more extensive within this character type than is found in the Moorland Fringes (LCT B), it is

scattered in nature, and generally confined to field boundaries and roadside vegetation. The proximity to settlement and the

incised wooded river valleys that draw down from the plateau contribute to a diversity of natural and human elements, with

electrical and road infrastructure prominent across the landscape.


	There is one LCA within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	E1. Thornton Mixed Upland Pasture
	Figure 3.102: 
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	Figure 3.102: 
	Location of LCA E1





	  
	E1. Thornton Mixed Upland Pasture


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Thornton Mixed Upland Pasture LCA comprises an exposed, undulating plateau that transitions from the higher moorland of

the South Pennines to the wooded river valleys and urban edge of Bradford. The area is predominantly characterised by small�scale field patterns, gritstone walls, scattered farmsteads and sheep pasture. Contrasting with the area’s rural qualities, a

multitude of large electricity pylons march prominently across the landscape. While the lower lying settlement of Wilsden nestles

into a bowl-shaped depression in the plateau landscape, the more elevated settlements of Thornton and Queensbury appear

superimposed on the upper slopes. To the north and west the area’s boundaries are defined by the plateau edge which borders

the wooded and sloping forms of Denholme Beck, Harden Beck and Wilsden Beck. The southern boundary follows the district

boundary as the plateau starts to drop steeply to neighbouring Calderdale. To the east the area’s boundaries meet the urban

core of Bradford and the upper extent of the wooded river valleys of Pitty Beck and Clayton Beck that surround Thornton (LCA

H2. Clayton Urban Edge Wooded River Valleys and Slopes).


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ In contrast to the rest of the South Pennines this LCA possesses Coal Measure geology, with several outcrops of

sandstone bedrock. The landform is highly undulating due to the presence of softer mudstones.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ An elevated, undulating plateau with a long dip slope towards Bradford, generally ranging in elevation between 250m

AOD and 300m AOD.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low fertility soils have resulted in a largely pastoral rural landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Extensive, small-scale rectilinear field patterns, defined by drystone walls. Strict, geometric field patterns as a result of

surveyed enclosure on the higher ground, transition to less regular piecemeal and strip field pattern at the lower

elevations.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Tree cover is fragmentary and limited to linear bands along field boundaries and occasional small blocks.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Industrial heritage in the form of textile mills, local building vernacular, delfs and quarry spoil deposits.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Urbanising influences from traffic, infrastructure and housing development. Wind turbines and in particular, large

electricity pylons, are visually prominent throughout and create a degree of clutter within the landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Thornton and Queensbury appear as skyline settlements on the plateau, Wilsden sits at a lower elevation and is more

nestled into the surrounding shallow basin.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Despite local undulations providing a sense of enclosure, the overwhelming perception is one of elevation and

exposure.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The area has a strong visual connection with the urban area of Bradford to the east.
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	Example photos from LCA E1
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	Figure 3.104: 
	Topography of LCA E1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Plateau landscape with settlement interspersed amongst pasture, with

pylons seen on the skyline.


	 
	Expansive views of Bradford including mill chimney structure.


	 
	 
	 
	Pylons and wind turbines are prominent features within the LCA. 
	 
	In place the area exhibits strong rural character.


	 
	 
	 
	At the higher points, such as at Queensbury the topography is flat and

the settlement edges are exposed.


	 
	At lower elevations the field pattern is more intricate and tree cover is

more extensive.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology is a composite of mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Pennine Lower Coal Measure

Formation as well as Elland Flags sandstone. These were historically mined and quarried in the LCA, particularly in the

vicinity of Thornton and Queensbury. The undulating landform across the LCA is due to the presence of softer mudstones,

eroded by the many becks that pass through the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are no major watercourses within the LCA, though runoff from the plateau drains into surrounding tributaries such

as Denholme Beck, Pitty Beck, Pinch Beck, Clayton Beck and Shibden Brook in the valleys below.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of the LCA occurs on relatively high ground, with most land between 250m-300m and a high point of

approximately 385m near the summit of Soil Hill. In the northern extents of the area the landform dips steadily towards

Wilsden, reaching a low point of approximately 175m.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Queensbury sits on a high promontory of land which drops off sharply to the north down to Clayton Vale, south to Shibden

Dale, and west to Strines Beck. The gorge-like quality of Shibden Dale in the south of the area is unusual within the

Bradford District, and is more characteristic of the landscapes to the south in Calderdale.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology results in low-fertility acidic soils across the LCA, with some local variation. In the lower lying area

around Wilsden the loamy and clayey soils are deep and slow draining, while at higher elevations around Thornton and

Queensbury the loamy soils are shallow and free draining.
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	Figure 3.105: 
	Natural heritage of LCA E1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is dominated by pasture. Due to the acidic, poor quality soils most of the grasslands within the area have been

agriculturally improved and are often heavily grazed, with little species diversity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is exposed and as a result tree cover is fragmented and limited to linear bands along field boundaries and

occasional small blocks. Some hedgerows occur but most are in need of management and restoration and have limited

ecological value. At the higher elevations (for example around Mountain) there is very little to no tree cover.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A notable larger area of tree cover is found in the steep-sided valley of Shibden Head where oak-birch remnants of ancient

woodland transition to heathland, with gorse in some areas. Providing a secluded habitat for a variety of wildlife such as

roe deer, Shibden Head is one of four local wildlife sites across the LCA. The others are located at Horton Bank Country

Park, Denholme Gate and Silverdale.
	Figure 3.106: 
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	Figure 3.106: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA E1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Land use across the area is predominantly agricultural, consisting of improved pasture and grasslands enclosed by

drystone walls. The farm units are often supported by the dual economy system, whereby the marginal agricultural

infrastructure is supplemented by other land uses such as haulage, storage of materials, riding stables and small-scale

renewable energy. Horse pasture is common, particularly across the east of the area and adjacent to settlements.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Field patterns are small to medium scale and variable in shape from irregular to rectangular depending on piecemeal,

surveyed and strip enclosure. Areas of strip enclosure are associated with the settlements of Thornton and Wilsden and

the edge of the adjacent river valleys (LCA H2. Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes and C3. Harden Upland

Wooded River Valley). Piecemeal enclosure is found to a greater extent in the east on the lower ground, while at the

higher elevations to the west, the strict grid pattern of surveyed enclosure dominates. Drystone walls define the majority of

field boundaries, but their condition differs considerably across the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Land across the LCA is also utilised for electricity infrastructure. Several large overhead electricity lines traverse the area

and the large Bradford West Substation is located south of Wilsden. A cluster of commercial wind turbines are located on

high ground to the west of Thornton.
	Figure 3.107: 
	Figure 3.107: 
	Figure 3.107: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA E1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The rural parts of the LCA have a moderate sense of historic character due to the presence of vernacular stone

farmsteads and extensive historic field patterns defined by traditional drystone walls. However, there are significant

amounts of neglected or marginal pasture land, and some walls are in need of repair.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The primary settlements in the area are valued for their historic character, as evidenced by their designation as

conservation areas. This includes Wilsden, Thornton and Queensbury. There are a wealth of listed buildings associated

with each settlement, including the prominent local landmark the Grade II Listed Church of St James in Thornton.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Remnants of the closely linked relationship between the physical environment and the development of industry is still

evident in the landscape. Mill buildings (such as the Grade II Listed Black Dyke Mill in Queensbury, which the well-known

brass band The Black Dyke Band is named for) and terraced textile workers’ housing are found in the main settlements,

and architectural and material traces of coal mining and quarrying are common across the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Great Northern Railway was built in the second half of the 19th century, connecting mill towns in the Halifax, Bradford

and Keighley triangle. A number of viaducts and tunnels were constructed to negotiate the Pennine landscape, including

the striking Thornton Viaduct.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Thornton has literary associations as the birthplace of the Brontë sisters, whose father, Reverend Patrick Brontë became

the incumbent of Thornton Chapel in 1815. The 71km long Brontë Way long-distance footpath passes through Thornton.
	Figure 3.108: 
	Figure 3.108: 
	Figure 3.108: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA E1







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement is relatively evenly distributed throughout the LCA. Thornton occupies the centre, roughly equidistant between

Queensbury in the south and Wilsden in the north. Between these larger settlements are numerous scattered farmsteads,

and occasional small hamlets such as Egypt and West Scholes nestled in the undulations of the plateau.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Thornton, Queensbury and Wilsden are all located close to the boundary of the LCA, at the edges of the plateau. The

lower, eastern end of Thornton is located within LCA H2. Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Wilsden sits in a bowl-shaped depression in the plateau and appears nestled into the landscape, while Thornton and

Queensbury sit more prominently on the skyline of the plateau.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement in the area reflects the local landform. Wilsden and Thornton are both relatively linear, occupying a shallow

river valley and a high ridge respectively, while Queensbury has developed in a more radial fashion onto the surrounding

plateau table.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is an extensive minor road network criss-crossing the plateau, linking the farmsteads and small hamlets of the

pasture lands to the main settlements. The B6144 and B6145 provide access to Wilsden and Thornton respectively and

the A644 connects Queensbury and Brighouse in neighbouring Calderdale. The A647 travels south from Queensbury to

Halifax, and east to Bradford.
	Figure 3.109: 
	Figure 3.109: 
	Figure 3.109: 
	Access and recreation of LCA E1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a dense network of well-used public rights of way that traverses the pasture lands, with the higher ground often

affording long-distance views in many directions. The Millennium Way and the Brontë Way pass through the northern and

central extents of the LCA respectively.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Two separate sections of the Great Northern Railway Trail cycleway and footpath run along the 8km long Cullingworth to

Queensbury disused railway track, forming part of National Cycle Route 69. When completed, the Great Northern Railway

Trail will extend 10km between Cullingworth and Queensbury.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are many riding stables throughout the area and golf courses at Clayton and Queensbury.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Horton Bank Country Park, once a quarry and then a reservoir, now provides a site for walking. The pond is used as a site

for wild swimming.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Due to the area’s elevation, views are generally open in nature, though there is a high degree of variability. Long-distance

views are available from higher points on the plateau in the vicinity of Mountain and Queensbury and from the upper

slopes north of Thornton, whereas in the more rural folds of the landscape, views tend to be shorter distance and more

enclosed within the undulating pasture land.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Related to these visual qualities, perception fluctuates across the LCA from a sense of elevation and exposure on higher

ground, to one of shelter between undulations and in the small valleys.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	North east of Queensbury above Brow Lane there is a bowl-shaped valley with farmsteads, small holdings and a quarry

set into the folds of the landscape. Tree groups are clumped around and in between these features creating a more

enclosed, small-scale character which is distinct from the nearby settlements of Thornton, Queensbury, and Bradford.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The undulating landform and extensive field patterns of traditional pasture across the LCA lend it notable rural qualities.

However, these rural qualities are weakened by significant modern infrastructure, in particular a number of overhead

power lines, supported by large electricity pylons, that converge on Bradford West Substation. These feature prominently

on the skyline throughout the LCA, and are seen alongside wind turbines and solar panels.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	From the south of the area there is a sense of sitting on a high shelf of land raised above Bradford, and in places the area

benefits from very expansive views. The eastern extent of the area has a sense of being on the urban edge and littering

and fly tipping is not uncommon in this area.


	  
	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT E: Mixed Upland Pasture


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change leading to increased periods of drought could reduce the widespread presence of springs in E1, and

decrease the waterflows in the beck heads (such as at Denholme Beck) which then flow into different LCTs.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Drier and warmer conditions increase the risk of wildfires in neighbouring moorland which may spread to E1.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change may also result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall which has the potential to cause localised

flooding and increasing the risk of erosion and landslides. Wet field conditions could increase poaching from livestock,

already an issue in parts of the LCT due to intensive horse grazing.




	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Diversification of upland farms leading to renovations and extensions to agricultural holdings may detract from rural

character in places. As an area close to the urban edge, there may be greater demand for the conversion of agricultural

holdings.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Characteristic drystone walls are falling into disrepair in places, often on the urban edge. Changes in agricultural subsidies

could further exacerbate this trend.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Uncertainty over changes to agricultural funding may lead to increases or decreases in grazing pressure and subsequent

impacts on grassland character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Intensive horse grazing has caused poaching and the compaction of soil, particularly in locations in the east on the urban

edge. Horse grazing can also have a detrimental impact on riparian vegetation on small scale becks, and associated

buildings and fencing can affect rural character.




	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlements within the LCT are under increased pressure for development due to their convenient distance from Bradford.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The key settlements within E1 have a strong relationship with their surrounding landform. Development pressure may

cause the expansion of settlements past their traditional topographic boundaries, eroding their relationship to their setting.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	Thornton is characterised by its location on an elevated spur and development spilling down onto the valley floor to

the north and south could detract from this.



	– 
	– 
	Wilsden sits within the gentle valley bowl surrounding the Wilsden Beck, development up the valley sides could alter

the character of the settlement.



	– 
	– 
	Queensbury is located on the plateau top, development to the north and to the south crossing into Shibden Dale could

have a detrimental impact on wider landscape character.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCT has a substantial degree of existing energy infrastructure, including wind turbines, overhead electricity lines, and

substations. Pressure for additional energy infrastructure, particularly from wind energy and battery storage facilities, could

have a cumulative and increasingly negative impact.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Development in the neighbouring Calderdale District south of E1 may alter the rural character in the south of the LCA.




	Habitat 
	Habitat 
	Management and Environmental Initiatives



	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Uncertainty over new Environmental Land Managements Schemes (ELMS) and the impact this will have on habitat

management for upland farming.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Pressure for additional tree planting which would contrast starkly with the very open exposed landscape character in parts

of E1, particularly in the south west and south.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Flooding in the Calderdale District may require upper catchment water retention initiatives in the upper valleys in the south

of the area in order to minimise flooding.




	Heritage at Risk


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Thornton Conservation Area is on the Historic England Heritage at Risk Register and is assessed as having ‘Very bad’

condition and a ‘deteriorating’ trend.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Drystone walls play an important role in defining historic field patterns and a deteriorating trend in condition is damaging to

historic continuity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Queensbury Tunnel is in a state of disrepair and may be infilled, though there is a campaign to reopen it and

repurpose it as part of a cycle network.




	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased development on the edge of Bradford may increase pressure on the network of public rights of way.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The completion of the Great Northern Railway Trail cycle route may draw more people to the area.




	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Fly tipping and litter is common in some locations on the urban-rural transition in the east of E1.




	Guidance


	Guidance


	 

	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Encourage diverse grasslands within agricultural land to create a mosaic of habitats within the grazed pasture. This should

include drought tolerant species.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sensitively manage potential flood prevention schemes at beck heads and use them as an opportunity to increase

biodiversity as well as retain water.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Manage the degree of horse grazing in the landscape and seek to reduce poaching and negative impacts on riparian

vegetation.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Aim to increase tree cover in LCT but concentrate tree planting within valleys, at the heads of streams and around

settlements where tree cover is an existing characteristic. Avoid tree planting on the exposed and elevated plateau tops in

the south and west and where it will alter skylines.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve and enhance the area’s rich industrial heritage supporting the schemes and strategies most likely to ensure the

long term positive condition of industrial built form. Ensure use of traditional building materials and methods in repair and

restoration. Views to prominent industrial features, such as the Thornton Viaduct, should be maintained.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Thornton’s connection with the Brontës should be conserved and promoted. In particular, the setting of the Old Bell

Chapel should be preserved and negative impacts on users of the Brontë Way minimised.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the characteristic geometric field pattern. Maintain the drystone walls, repair where necessary ensuring that

restoration is carried out sensitively and with due regard to local style and construction.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Strive to respect the relationships between settlements and the landform they are associated with.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Seek to integrate new development into the landscape through tree planting, where appropriate within the landscape, for

example tree planting may help to integrate development on the edge of low lying Wilsden, but may be less appropriate

around the more elevated Queensbury.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Seek to maintain separation between distinct settlements and to respect settlement settings where they contribute to

settlement character.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Carefully consider the capacity of the landscape to accommodate additional energy infrastructure development, taking into

account potential for cumulative impacts. Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments/ Landscape and Visual Appraisals

are an important part of the iterative design and assessment process and can help inform the potential for cumulative

impacts.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Where additional residential development is proposed, seek to strengthen the existing public right of way network to

mitigate against increased use and to benefit existing and new residents.
	Figure 3.110: 
	Figure 3.110: 
	Figure 3.110: 
	Location of the Rolling Enclosed Pasture







	  
	Landscape Character Type F: Rolling Enclosed Pasture


	 
	Figure
	LCT F Overview


	Consisting of rolling farmland, the Enclosed Pasture landscape character type contains numerous patches of woodland among

its extensive pastoral fields. Fields are generally irregular and bounded by drystone walls, hedges, and hedgerow trees. These

agricultural areas are more sheltered and contain more tree cover than farmland within LCT B: Moorland Fringe or LCT E:

Upland Pasture. This character type is located adjacent to smaller settlements within the Aire, Wharfe and Tong valleys, and

consequently settlement within the area is more diverse than the more typical isolated farmstead typology found in more remote

LCTs. Dispersed residences are tucked among the undulating fields and relatively well integrated into the landscape by mature

woodlands, limiting the effects of development on the rural characteristics. There are some areas of modern farm development,

which break the pattern of smallholding farmsteads and fields.


	There are three LCAs within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	F1. Silsden Bowl Rolling Enclosed Pasture



	◼ 
	◼ 
	F2. Wharfedale Rolling Enclosed Pasture



	◼ 
	◼ 
	F3. Tong Valley Rolling Enclosed Pasture
	Figure 3.111: 
	Figure 3.111: 
	Figure 3.111: 
	Location of LCA F1





	  
	F1. Silsden Bowl Rolling Enclosed Pasture


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Silsden Bowl Rolling Enclosed Pasture LCA consists of an undulating pastoral landscape dotted with small groupings of

trees and woodlands. It is situated between the gently rising Silsden and Baildon Moorland fringe in the north and east, and the

Airedale Valley to the south. The town of Silsden is located in the south of the LCA, and sits in a shallow depression along the

Leeds and Liverpool Canal, just north of the River Aire. A mix of arable and pastoral fields encircle the town, but transition to

primarily pastoral fields as the landform climbs in elevation to the north and east. Irregular, small-scale fields are bound by

gappy hedgerows and drystone walls, and form part of the rural setting to the settlement. Settlement is more common in this

character type than the more remote areas in the moorland fringes to the east, and becomes more prevalent in the south in

proximity to Silsden. The landscape forms part of the transition between the uplands to the north and east, and more densely

settled river valleys to the west.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A gently rolling landform which falls from more elevated moorland in the north west and east to the more settled

Airedale Valley in the south.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The underlying geology is generally comprised of Millstone Grit, giving rise to more acidic soils and limiting arable

farming across the slopes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland bands are found in meandering and incised stream corridors and around reservoirs, flowing down moorland

slopes in the north east and west towards the valley in the south.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Pastoral, mostly regular fields, with a mix of hedgerow and drystone walls boundaries contribute to a strong sense of

time-depth and illustrate the history of agricultural land use across the landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Consistent field patterns defined by drystone walls across the rising pastoral fields in the north of the LCA contribute

to a distinctive upland Yorkshire character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Public rights of way extend from the northern settlement edge into the rising slopes to the north, and the Millennium

Way long distance route crosses from the Airedale Valley to Ilkley Moor in the north east.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement within the area has primarily agricultural origins, with historic farmsteads dispersed across the slopes and

more recent industrial influences in the form of mills and workers housing in proximity to the canal.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Distant southerly views to the rising wooded slopes and moorlands across the Airedale Valley provide a strong sense

of place, although local undulations and tree cover limits views further down the slopes in proximity to Silsden.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Areas to the south near Silsden possess a more urban character, while areas to the north among the rising pastoral

fields provide a sense of rurality and seclusion, bolstered by the visual connections across the settled Airedale Valley.
	Figure 3.112: 
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	Figure 3.112: 
	Example photos from LCA F1
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	Figure 3.113: 
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	Figure 3.113: 
	Topography of LCA F1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Pastoral fields in the south with views across the Airedale Valley. 
	 
	Rolling landform with steeper slopes around incised wooded becks.


	 
	 
	 
	Drystone walls form a consistent pattern across rising pastoral fields,

interspersed with clumps of in-field trees.


	 
	Views from rising land north of Silsden across the settled Airedale

Valley, with chimney stacks and factory buildings seen to the south.


	 
	 
	 
	Grade II Listed buildings at Silsden. 
	 
	Woodland bordering Hayhills Beck.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology comprises Carboniferous mudstone, siltstone and sandstone from the Millstone Grit Group.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down into low fertility acidic soils. In the centre and south of the LCA this is dominated by more freely

draining loamy soils.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Several becks and incised stream corridors dissect the area, flowing from the moorlands in the north east and north west

and joining the River Aire and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal in the south. The most significant of these is the Great Gill

Beck which feeds Silsden Reservoir in the east of the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Gently undulating hills rise from approximately 100m AOD in the south near the Airedale Valley to roughly 280m AOD in

the north west approaching High Bradley Moor, with steeper slopes in the east associated with incised stream corridors

and the adjacent moorland fringe.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a Bradford Local Geological Site on the course of the Bracken Hill Gill on the western edge of Silsden, where

there is an exposure of Upper Carboniferous (Namurian) mudstones, clays and sandstone beds.
	Figure 3.114: 
	Figure 3.114: 
	Figure 3.114: 
	Natural heritage of LCA F1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Small broad-leaved woodland groupings and scrub are frequent within the landscape, particularly alongside Silsden

reservoir and incised streams. Some of these have been identified as local wildlife sites, including the woodland around

Great Gill Beck, Silsden Beck, Bracken Hill Gill, and Brunthwaite Beck.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Hedgerows are a much more common in this area than in the wider district, particularly at the lower elevations on the

outskirts of Silsden. Hedgerows form important ecological corridors which strengthen the wider woodland network.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Additional areas of habitat include bands of riparian vegetation, mostly comprised of semi-improved neutral grassland,

acid grassland, rush and scrub vegetation which can be found in small extents along the stream corridors and around

Silsden Reservoir.
	Figure 3.115: 
	Figure 3.115: 
	Figure 3.115: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA F1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land is primarily semi-improved grassland used for grazing and silage, but transitions to arable use at lower

elevations closer to Silsden. This reflects the transition from poor quality, acid soils to the more fertile soils found along the

valley floor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern is comprised of small-scale, regular and semi-regular fields bound by hedgerows and drystone walls.

Areas to the north west in proximity to the uplands are more typically delineated with drystone walls. There is limited

boundary loss across the LCA, expressed by gappy hedgerows and occasional replacement with post and wire fencing.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The majority of the LCA is piecemeal enclosure with medieval origins, and reflects the long-standing agricultural land uses

across the landscape. Areas of remnant strip fields are found in proximity to the settlement edge and larger pastures of

enclosed from moorland can be found in the north west.
	Figure 3.116: 
	Figure 3.116: 
	Figure 3.116: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA F1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Across the LCA, vernacular stone farmsteads and traditional drystone walls and hedgerows contribute to the historic

character and enhance the sense of place. This is particularly pronounced in areas to the north west in proximity to the

moorlands at High Bradley Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Silsden Conservation Area forms a north-south spine through the centre of the settlement, and there is a cluster of grade II

listed buildings within this central area which was first recorded as a small agricultural settlement in the 1086 Domesday

Book.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The small hamlet of Brunthwaite is situated to the east of Silsden, and is designated a conservation area as a result of its

ancient origins as a Saxon manor holding. Its name originates from language meaning ‘a clearing made by burning’, likely

referring to the prehistoric clearances for agriculture land uses. Strip fields associated with the ancient settlement are still

expressed in the field pattern today, although there has been some modern influence with the introduction of a golf course

across the fields (since closed).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Numerous grade II listed buildings in the form of historic farmsteads are scattered across the LCA and contribute to the

sense of place, rooted in agricultural history. A grade II listed aqueduct constructed in 1858 passes through Swartha Wood

on the slopes east of Silsden.
	Figure 3.117: 
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	Figure 3.117: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA F1







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The main settlement in the LCA is Silsden, which sits at the southern area boundary alongside the Leeds and Liverpool

Canal, close to the valley floor. During the Industrial Revolution the settlement expanded, bolstered by the growth of the

wool industry and remnant mill buildings are still found located along the canal.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Two small hamlets, Brunthwaite and Swartha, sit within 1km to the west of Silsden, possibly originating as smaller manor

estates that made up the larger township of Silsden. The settlements have experienced limited change over the past

century, retaining the limited settlement pattern with structures dating from the 18th and 19th centuries.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Frequent areas of woodland limit views of dispersed farmsteads across the LCA, and provide a somewhat integrated

settlement edge for Silsden, softening views from the northern slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Rural lanes and limited minor roads extend from Silsden into the surrounding fields and eventually up into the moorlands,

with dispersed farmsteads strung along the network. The A6034 connects Silsden and Addingham in the north, and offers

sequential and unobstructed views across the Airedale Valley and surrounding pastoral fields.
	Figure 3.118: 
	Figure 3.118: 
	Figure 3.118: 
	Access and recreation of LCA F1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of public rights of way extend from the edge of Silsden into the surrounding rural landscape, passing through

pastoral fields and connecting a number of the dispersed farmsteads. Several extend up the steep slopes in the east to

the remote moorlands of Addingham High Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Millennium Way long-distance walking route crosses north-south through the LCA, connecting the river valley to the

moorlands in the north east.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA contains two campsites which illustrate the appeal of the recreational landscape.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The gradually rising topography to the north offers distant views over the surrounding pastoral fields, although views are

often limited by the frequent blocks of woodland, particularly approaching Silsden. Elevated areas to the east and in the far

north offer more distant views across the Airedale Valley to Steeton Moor and its wooded rising slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The extensive areas of pastoral fields and meandering wooded streams in the north and at the peripheries of the

settlement lend a rural and tranquil character to much of the LCA, which transitions into a more urban character in

proximity to the Silsden settlement edge.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Across fields in proximity to the settlement edge, influence of human development is more evident, with sounds of

vehicular traffic and construction affecting the otherwise tranquil experience.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the north of the LCA in proximity to High Bradley Moor, the rural character is heightened, with landscape features more

typical of the high moors (particularly the consistent geometric drystone walls across the slopes) and limited modern

influences.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area to the east of Silsden between Brunthwaite and Swartha retains a strong sense of time depth due to influence of

the manor developments, for example in tall well-maintained stone walls.
	Figure 3.119: 
	Figure 3.119: 
	Figure 3.119: 
	Location of LCA F2





	  
	F2. Wharfedale Rolling Enclosed Pasture


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Wharfedale Rolling Enclosed Pasture LCA comprises the undulating pastoral fields to the north of Ilkley/Rombalds Moor.

Forming a thin strip of sloping land, this landscape stretches from the settlement of Addingham in the north west, to Menston in

the south east. The landscape is characterised by large swaths of improved grassland with intermittent woodland bands,

interspersed with small areas of concentrated settlement. Areas of ancient woodland are sparse, but younger blocks of

woodland form frequent features in the landscape along the numerous burns that flow south to the River Wharfe. The LCA sits

between LCA A1: Rombalds Moor/ Ilkley Moorland Plateau to the south, and LCA G4: Wharfedale Settled Valley Floor to the

north.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Sloping landform which transitions from the elevated moorland fringe near Rombalds Moor to the settled valley floor of

the River Wharfe.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic lower fertility soil, resulting in mostly pastoral fields across the slopes, but with small areas of arable fields in

proximity to the River Wharfe in the north as a result of till deposits.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Piecemeal and surveyed enclosure bound by drystone walls and hedgerows, which contribute to a sense of place and

time-depth.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ On higher slopes to the south, heath and moorland vegetation is more present and provides a link to the upland

moorlands.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland is primarily present in areas of lower-lying pastoral fields, forming mature hedgerow boundaries and clumps

of in-field trees. Larger pockets of woodland are present in the east of the LCA, between Ilkley and Burley in

Wharfedale, as well as to the south and west of Ilkley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlements within the area primarily have agricultural origins, but have since been influenced by industrial growth,

particularly in wool and milling. Ilkley has origins as a Victorian holiday settlement, and spa town, evident in the

vernacular of historic buildings in the core of the settlement.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Long-distance views are typically limited by frequent woodland groupings and roadside vegetation, but views north

across the Wharfe Valley towards the Nidderdale AONB are provided from higher elevations across the LCA.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Across areas of elevated pastoral fields along the southern edge of the LCA, tranquillity and qualities of remoteness

and rurality are more strongly experienced. Closer to Ilkley and along the A65, these characteristics are diminished,

with abundant influences of human development.
	Figure 3.120: 
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	Figure 3.120: 
	Example photos from LCA F2
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	Figure 3.121: 
	Figure 3.121: 
	Figure 3.121: 
	Topography of LCA F2










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Pastoral land use and agricultural properties on sloping landform. 
	 
	Vernacular properties at Menston bordered by dense hedgerows.


	 
	 
	 
	The edges of settlements frequently have views out across expansive

pastoral fields towards Rombalds Moor.


	 
	Historic architecture in Ilkley with links to the settlement’s history as a

Victorian spa town.


	 
	 
	 
	Historic architecture of Ilkley, with the rising form of Rombalds Moor

seen in the background.


	 
	The rising form of Rombalds Moor is seen beyond the pastoral fields

surrounding Ilkley.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology is a composite of mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Millstone Grit Group, interbedded in

places by Nestfield Sandstone, particularly in the far west of the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of more free draining till are found along the northern bands of the LCA, in closer proximity to the River Wharfe.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography is characterised by undulating slopes falling from approximately 220m AOD at the edge of Rombalds

Moor in the south and roughly 250m AOD at Addingham Moor in the west, to approximately 120m AOD in proximity to the

River Wharfe in the north.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of small incised watercourses meander north through the landscape and drain into the River Wharfe, the more

substantial of which include Lumb Beck in the west and Rushy and Coldstone Becks in the east.
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	Natural heritage of LCA F2







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Mature hedgerow boundaries and pockets of broadleaved woodland form a relatively intact habitat network across the

LCA. In particular, hedgerows at Long Riddings in the north west provide ecological value and have been identified as a

Local Wildlife Site due to their importance for wildlife shelter.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tree-lined stream courses cut north-south through the pastoral landscape and through Ilkley, connecting the moorlands in

the south with the River Wharfe in the north.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Among the numerous areas of woodland, Briery Wood and Heber’s Ghyll, Panorama Wood, Steg Holes, Far Bank, and

Lumb Gill Wood have been identified as local wildlife sites and as areas of priority habitat.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Additional habitats are predominantly semi-improved grassland, which comprises the dominant land cover across the LCA

and offers limited biodiversity value.
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	Figure 3.123: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA F2







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land is primarily semi-improved grassland used for grazing or cut for silage. This reflects the poor quality acidic

soils. Towards the northern edge of the LCA some fields are in arable use, indicative of the more fertile soils found in the

river valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field pattern in the west and north of the LCA around Addingham generally comprises piecemeal enclosure fields with

regular, straight boundaries, typically running perpendicular to the topography and bound by a mix of drystone walls and

hedgerows. Hedgerows are more common in this LCA than in the wider district and form dense boundaries in places.

Drystone walls are more prevalent in the far west and south of the LCA, in proximity to Addingham Moor and Ilkley Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Small scale assarts with irregular, overgrown hedgerow boundaries are dominant in the east of the LCA, reflecting the

medieval agricultural land use in the area and contributing to a sense of place and time-depth across the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Remnant strip fields are found in proximity to the eastern edge of Ilkley and around Menston.
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	Figure 3.124: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA F2







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Within more rural areas along the southern edge of the LCA and west of Addingham, drystone walls form much of the field

boundaries and vernacular stone farmsteads contribute to a distinctive sense of place.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Moving south east towards the hamlet of Burley Woodhead and north towards the River Wharfe these boundaries

generally transition to overgrown hedgerows, associated with the numerous assarts in the area. These traditional field

boundaries enhance the sense of time-depth and agricultural history across the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are four conservation areas across the LCA, in the north west at Addingham, in the centre at Ilkley, Ben Rhydding

within the wider Ilkley urban area, and a small area in Menston in the south east of the LCA. These areas are indicative of

the extensive history of settlement across the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Numerous listed buildings are located in each conservation area, typically cottages and farmsteads of 18th and 19th

century origins. Many of the listed buildings in Ilkley are legacies of its history as a spa town and Victorian holiday

destination.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Grade I Listed Heathcote House, designed by the renowned architect Sir Edwin Lutyens, is located in Ilkley at the

northern edge of the LCA and sits within Heathcote Registered Park and Garden. Ilkley Memorial Gardens located 500m

to the east is also a Registered Park and Garden.
	Figure 3.125: 
	Figure 3.125: 
	Figure 3.125: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA F2







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The town of Ilkley is the largest settlement in the LCA and is centrally located in the pinch point between the River Wharfe

and rising slopes at Ilkley Moor, encompassing the entire area between the two features. The village of Addingham lies in

the north west on elevated pastoral slopes adjacent to moorland, and the village of Menston occupies the south east of the

LCA, on falling slopes at the southern edge of Ilkley Moor. Both Addingham and Ilkley cross into the adjacent LCA (G4.

Wharfedale Settled Valley Floor) to the north.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Dispersed farmsteads are strung along rural lanes between the larger settlements, and are typically enclosed by small tree

groupings, integrating the structures into the landscape and limiting the modern influences in remote parts of the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Roads within the LCA are mainly limited to narrow rural lanes connecting dispersed farmsteads and small hamlets.

However, the A65 passes through the west of the area, connecting Addingham to Ilkley. Suburban streets are

concentrated within the key settlements and occasionally connect with rural lanes out into the wider landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlements within the LCA are generally contained from the wider landscape by woodland belts, which soften more

modern development at the edges of the settlements.
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	Access and recreation of LCA F2







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The long distance walking routes, the Ebor Way and Dales Way, pass through Menston in the east before crossing Ilkley

Moor, and the Welcome Way meanders through Menston before curving north through Ilkley. Dales High Way connects

through the west of the area along the settlement edge of Addingham before heading further west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In addition to this there is an extensive network of public rights of way through the area, radiating out from the settlements

and passing along rural field boundaries into the wider landscape, connecting the remote moorlands in the south to the

more settled valley below.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are some small slivers of open access land which extend from the large area of open access land to the south into

Ilkley. These areas further support access to the open, wild landscape of the neighbouring LCA (A1: Rombalds/Ilkley

Moorland Plateau).




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Views within the LCA are more limited by frequent areas of woodland, particularly to the east of Ilkley, where assarts and

mature hedgerow trees form a more enclosed field pattern.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the west of the LCA views are more open, particularly on higher slopes south of Addingham, unobstructed by woodland

and where field boundaries are more typically formed by drystone walls. Within the settlement of Ilkley, clear views to the

rising wooded slopes in the north are framed by buildings.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas away from concentrated settlement and in proximity to the moorlands to the south have stronger experiences of

dark night skies, with minimal influence from the urban centres.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The pastoral areas between the settlements are highly tranquil, particularly away from Ilkley, although noise from the A65

is somewhat consistent throughout the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Ilkley itself has a strong sense of time depth and aesthetic appeal as with the advent of the railway the town was

expanded as a tourist destination. Many buildings such as the Grade II* Listed Church of St Margaret were built to cater

for discerning visitors and designed to a high standard.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of sparse settlement and extensive areas of pastoral fields strung between the settlements retain rural character

and aesthetic, with characteristic drystone walls and clumps of woodland, and long distance views reaching across the

Wharfe Valley.
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	Location of LCA F3





	  
	F3. Tong Valley Rolling Enclosed Pasture


	Location, Context and Summary


	Tong Valley is a green, relatively well-wooded and gently undulating lowland landscape located between the Leeds and

Bradford conurbations. In general, it is an enclosed landscape with a ring of estate and high-rise flat developments prominent on

distant skylines. Leafy lanes cross the large, hedgerow-bounded, areas of pasture connecting the historic village of Tong with

the surrounding areas. The LCA, and district, boundaries run along Carr Beck and Pudsey Beck valleys to the north; Tong Beck

valley to the east; and Ringshaw Beck to the south. On the ground, the Tong Valley is perceived as being continuous with other

small pieces of countryside which fringe Bradford, Pudsey, Birkenshaw, Gildersome, and Drighlington, and this LCA should be

considered as part of this wider landscape area.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Gently undulating landform sloping west to east bounded by a number of small watercourses.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dominated by enclosed pasture, with some pockets of arable farmland due to the availability of relatively good

agricultural land.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Drystone walls and hedgerow trees define variable scales of field pattern, which tend to be larger and looser than

other areas in the district.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland is fairly extensive in blocks, belts and along watercourses. There are some notable larger woodland blocks,

including Black Carr, a substantial area of ancient woodland.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Hedgerows and hedgerow trees are important elements within the landscape, especially where they link woodlands.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The village of Tong is mentioned in the Domesday Book and is of considerable historical importance, containing

several important listed buildings and being protected as a conservation area. Its interesting architecture, mature tree

groups, consistent scale, and attractive townscape work together to create a clear and memorable sense of place.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Limited transport infrastructure and limited development in the core of the LCA other than Tong village and occasional

farmsteads.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Exists as an island of relatively static, rural countryside in the middle of busy and expanding surrounding urban

settlements, proximity to which has weakened its rural character in places.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Undulating landscape with woodland blocks and hedgerow trees lend the landscape an enclosed character, though

public rights of way through fields offer more open views across the rolling countryside.
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	Example photos from LCA F3
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	Figure 3.129: 
	Topography of LCA F3










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Gently rolling, well wooded agricultural landscape. 
	 
	Local sandstone vernacular and cattle grazing.


	 
	 
	 
	Medium to large scale field pattern. 
	 
	Strong visual connection with the edge of Bradford.


	 
	 
	 
	Drystone walls in poor condition and scattered agricultural buildings. 
	 
	Good network of lanes and public rights of way.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	In contrast with the wider district, the underlying bedrock is mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Pennine Lower Coal

Measures Formation, with various fault lines running within it. There are scattered areas of landslip, as well as several

areas of man-made ground and colliery spoil.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Significant areas around Raikes Hall Farm, Manor Farm and Black Carr Wood are covered by glacial till deposits (boulder

clay), and narrow strips of alluvium run alongside the becks.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down into low fertility acidic soils. The predominant soil type is a seasonally wet loamy and clayey soil

with impeded drainage and smaller areas of freely draining loamy soil in the vicinity of Tong.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landform consists of one main ridge of land extending towards Leeds, with a smaller, parallel ridge to the north, on the

other side of Holme Beck. It is relatively low lying, gently undulating land which generally slopes from west to east,

dropping in height from approximately 200m AOD to 80m AOD.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of small watercourses fringe the LCA or pass through it, including Ringshaw Beck, Tong Beck, Pudsey Beck,

Holme Beck, Kit Wood Beck and Carr Beck. There are a number of ponds within or adjacent to Park Wood.
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	Natural heritage of LCA F3







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Tong Valley has a greater agricultural value than much of the district due to better quality soils. The area is

predominantly Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) in contrast to the majority of the district which is largely either Grade 4 (Poor)

or Grade 5 (Very poor). Nearly all the pastures in the area have been agriculturally improved, drained and fertilised and

have little ecological value.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Despite the predominance of agriculture there is some notable semi-natural woodland across the area, including the

Ancient Woodland of Black Carr, Park Wood, and Kit Wood.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Black Carr Wood is a large semi-natural broad-leaved woodland with a uniform canopy, containing some ancient

woodland indicator species such as bluebell (Endymion nonscriptus) and dog’s mercury (Mercurialis perennis) and notable

for the absence of any introduced species such as sycamore. As one of the most natural ancient woods in the county with

predominantly native species, it is recognised as a Local Wildlife Site, alongside Kit Wood.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Carr Beck runs through Black Carr Woods and generates diverse flora on the stream sides, containing alder underlain by

dog’s mercury (Mercurialis perennis) and wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Park Wood is significant for its size in a predominantly agricultural area and contains some small ponds. it is likely that all

these wooded areas formed part of a much larger woodland in the past. Some of the small streams are lined by groups of

trees and are classified as priority habitat.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Hedgerows and hedgerow trees are important elements within the landscape, especially where they link woodlands.
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	Priority habitat inventory of LCA F3







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land is primarily semi-improved grassland used for a mix of sheep, cattle and horse grazing or cut for silage,

though there are some small pockets of arable farmland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Field patterns vary in size, with areas of small to medium size strip and piecemeal enclosure immediately surrounding

Tong. Larger agglomerated fields are present in the north and east of the LCA, created through the removal of woodland,

field boundaries and the repurposing of derelict land in the late 20th century.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Fields are enclosed by a combination of drystone walls, large woodland blocks, and many smaller wooded copses and

hedgerows.
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	Figure 3.132: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA F3







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A lot of change has occurred on the western edge of the Tong Valley in recent years. The expansion of the Holme Wood

housing estate, has reduced the size of the LCA. However, very few changes have occurred within the core of the LCA,

with the exception of the felling of Holme Wood in the mid to late 20th century. The rural land uses remain, there are

ancient woodlands and the village of Tong retains its vernacular character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The village of Tong is mentioned in the Domesday Book, has several important listed buildings and is a conservation area.

The surrounding countryside contains some ancient woodlands, and the historical character of the Tong Valley is

emphasised due to its position between the urban conurbations of Leeds and Bradford.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tong Hall (Grade I Listed Building) was built in 1702 by Sir George Tempest, probably on the site of a much older

residence. Sir George Tempest also built St. James’ Church which replaced an original chantry from the mid-12th century.

Excavations of the foundations have indicated the possible remains of an earlier Saxon church. St James’s Church is an

important example of an estate church closely related to the Hall.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The battle at Adwalton Moor took place on 30th June 1643 and is considered to be one of the most important battles of the

Civil War. Although the A650 has undoubtedly altered the character of the eastern part of the battlefield, the remaining

topography and, in particular, the lines of the hedgerows running across the fields rising up the hillside to which the

Royalists initially fell back, are still clearly evident with several of the hedgerows in this area likely to have been features of

the 1643 scene. The north western extent of the battlefield falls within the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are several disused coal shafts and workings, as well as one disused sandstone quarry.
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	Cultural heritage of LCA F3







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The estate development of Holme Wood is sharply and awkwardly connected to the western edge of the Tong Valley

landscape, and the industry of Westgate Hill is present in the southern corner.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Within the Tong Valley there is just one village. This lies on the top of a high ridge of land and extends along either side of

Tong Lane with other tracks and lanes running off it at right angles.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Apart from Tong village, there is very little other development within the core of the LCA apart from occasional farmsteads

and a large garden centre. However, development is evident all around in views to the north, south west and in distant

views towards the Leeds skyline in the east.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is relatively little transport infrastructure within the Tong Valley. The B6135 and A650 pass through the southern

extents of the LCA. Tong Lane runs from the B6135 through Tong village to Leeds, and New Lane runs off Tong Lane to

Scholebrook farm and then west to Holme Wood estate. There are several other smaller lanes, tracks and footpaths in the

LCA.
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	Access and recreation of LCA F3







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A public rights of way network is not extensive but provides access through much of the area’s pasture and woodland.

Informal recreation in the Tong Valley includes walking, riding or cycling along the paths, tracks and lanes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Leeds Country Way runs alongside much of the eastern and northern boundaries at Tong Beck and Pudsey Beck

providing a popular recreational route for local residents.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Behind Tong Hall, Park Wood hosts a 4x4 and Enduro/Trials bike track, a camping/caravan site and a small fishing lake.

Other outdoor recreation in the area includes a Livery Stable at Raikes Hall.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Tong Valley exists as an island of relatively static, rural countryside in the middle of the busy and expanding

surrounding urban settlements. There are two rows of pylons which are very prominent within the landscape, and the

surrounding housing estates and blocks of flats affect its rural character. However, the contrast between these two types

of landscape serves to emphasise the historic character and relative tranquillity of Tong Valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The interesting architecture, mature tree groups, consistent scale, and attractive townscape of Tong Village work together

to create a clear and memorable sense of place.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tranquillity and dark skies are limited due to the proximity of surrounding urban settlement, and are most available in the

core of the LCA.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	In places, generally on the urban edge, the condition of the landscape is poor, with poached ground conditions, degraded

drystone walls and frequent instances of litter and fly tipping.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The gentle valley channels views east, where the distinct skyline of Leeds can be seen rising above the intervening green

and rolling landscape.


	  
	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT F: Rolling Enclosed Pasture


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Droughts and increased temperatures as a result of climate change could result in lower water levels and increased

pathogen presence, which in turn may affect the numerous areas of priority habitat woodland, and diverse vegetation

along minor watercourses throughout the LCT.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	F1: Detrimental effects on Silsden Reservoir and its areas of wetland vegetation and neutral grassland, as well as

riparian vegetation along Hayhills Beck, Bracken Hill Gill, and Great Gill Beck.



	– 
	– 
	F2: Numerous minor watercourses connect Ilkley Moor to the River Wharfe, and the varied riparian vegetation along

these may be impacted. The local wildlife sites at Briery Wood and Heber’s Ghyll, Panorama Wood and Steg Holes

may come under additional ecological strain.



	– 
	– 
	F3: Impacts on the hydrological health of Carr Beck and the diverse flora which lines the watercourse, and the

surrounding ancient woodland within Black Carr Wood, including the notable annual bluebell display.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	More intensive rainfall events could increase soil erosion on steep sided becks.




	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changes in grazing pressure, both overgrazing and under grazing, as a result of climate change and changing

markets/agricultural practices, could change the existing character of the pastoral landscape, and could result in traditional

field boundaries not being maintained.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	F1: Strongly pastoral character on the slopes north and east of Silsden, with relatively intact drystone walls and

hedgerow boundaries contributing to the settlement setting.



	– 
	– 
	F2: Pastoral character provides buffer and important rural setting to the dispersed settlement along the lower northern

slopes of Ilkley Moor.



	– 
	– 
	F3: Continued expansion of horse paddocks and resultant grazing pressure, fencing, and stables could alter the

existing landscape character, particularly within the western and northern areas of the LCA.







	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Continued expansion of neighbouring towns has the potential to alter the more dispersed settlement pattern of smaller

villages, scattered farmsteads and historic manor houses throughout the LCT, and could erode the historic settlement

settings and rural character.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	F1: New developments along the outskirts of Silsden and extending up the surrounding slopes would affect the strong

visual relationship from the settlement edge to the surrounding pastoral landscape, with its small and medium scale

fields and drystone and hedgerow field boundaries, which contribute to the rural setting.



	– 
	– 
	F2: Expansion at the edges of disparate settlements (particularly Addingham and Ilkley) may contribute to the

perception of infill development and coalescence between settlement cores and dispersed farmstead settlement

further out, and may alter the existing and historic settlement pattern of historic villages and isolated farmsteads set

within pastoral fields.



	– 
	– 
	F3: Supporting infrastructure for new developments through the Tong Valley and the green belt may have effects on

the existing wooded and pastoral character of the landscape, particularly around the ancient Black Carr Wood and the

historic Park Wood.



	– 
	– 
	F3: The rural landscape within the Tong Valley plays an important part in maintaining space and distinctive

boundaries between large and growing settlements in all directions. Surrounding settlements are on higher ground,

and development would be clearly visible from within Tong Valley, impacting on the rural character of the valley.





	Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Removal or erosion of hedgerow trees and riparian vegetation could erode the connections between larger pockets of

woodland throughout the LCT, which strengthen the wider woodland network and provide habitat for important bird

species.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	F1: The strong hedgerow field pattern which extends outwards from the wooded Silsden Reservoir and along Hayhills

Beck and which connects between smaller pockets of woodland.



	– 
	– 
	F2: Numerous areas of priority habitat deciduous woodland along the north-south becks, connecting the moorlands to

the River Wharfe.



	– 
	– 
	F3: Riparian vegetation and hedgerows within the fields between Black Carr Wood/Carr Beck and Park Wood/Holme

Beck, and along Tyersal/Pudsey Beck.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased invasive species growth, particularly Himalayan Balsam and Giant Hogweed.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.




	Heritage at Risk


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased development in proximity to numerous conservation areas across the LCT could risk degradation of the historic

setting of the surrounding landscape.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	F1: Increased development along the eastern edge of Silsden could contribute to coalescence between the

Brunthwaite Conservation Area and the Silsden settlement edge, and could contribute to the erosion of the historic

setting of both conservation areas.



	– 
	– 
	F2: New infill development in proximity to the conservation areas of Addingham, Ilkley, Ben Rhydding and Menston

could erode the historic and rural setting.



	– 
	– 
	F3: Urban creep from surrounding urban settlements could alter the strongly rural and historic setting of the landscape

within the Tong Conservation Area, which has seen limited 20th century development.



	– 
	– 
	F3: The historic setting to the Registered Battlefield at Adwalton Moor could be affected by new developments in

proximity.







	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Manage recreational pressure by maintaining valued footpaths, and limiting damaging uses within the woodlands and

areas of open green space found throughout the LCT.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	F2: Public rights of ways split by the A65 and other major roadways, particularly near Addingham, lack clear signage

or other visual cues across the roadway, leading to occasional confusion of visitors to the area.



	– 
	– 
	F3: Quad bikes and the use of other motored transit is an ongoing concern at Black Carr Wood, with noted impacts on

the quality of footpaths and woodland.







	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased development and urban expansion increase the risk and perception of risk in relation to antisocial behaviour

and littering.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	F1: Increasing concerns over fly tipping along rural lanes east and west of Silsden, particularly along Brunthwaite

Lane and Bolton Road.



	– 
	– 
	F2: Ongoing concerns over fly tipping along Skipton Road and other rural lanes that extend from the settlements, and

have limited community oversight.

	– 
	– 
	F3: Increasing fly tipping, particularly along the western edge of the LCA along roadside verges, adjacent to new

developments.







	Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve the characteristic field pattern across the slopes. Maintain the drystone walls and hedgerows, especially

alongside footpaths which are part of the historic network.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Enhance woodland belts with native woodland planting to replace the Ash trees which may be lost. Consider species

which may be more drought tolerant and therefore resilient to climate change.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Enhance and expand areas of ancient and priority habitat woodland, particularly where woodland character has been

eroded by modern development and previous loss of woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Enhance and widen corridors of riparian habitat mosaic (including grassland and rush habitats) adjacent to the waterways.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Locate any potential development so as to avoid fragmenting hedgerows and riparian vegetation, and the connective

ecological networks between larger areas of woodland throughout the LCT.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Avoid locating development on the surrounding areas of higher elevation where it would be visible along the skyline, and

would influence the rural character and tranquil and historic valley settings within these LCAs.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Considering the historic settlements with relatively intact settlement patterns, and the sensitivities of the LCAs, any

potential development would need careful consideration, and there may be limited potential for future development.
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	Location of the Settled Valley Floor







	  
	Landscape Character Type G: Settled Valley Floor


	 
	Figure
	LCT G Overview


	The Settled Valley Floor landscape character type consists of the valley floors and gently sloping lower slopes of the low-lying

valleys which contain the major rivers of the district – the River Aire and River Wharfe. Primarily extending east-west across the

district, the valley floor landscapes are dominated by built up areas in close proximity to the river floodplains. While Airedale is

heavily influenced by and connected to its industrial past (presence of mills, chimneys, sewage works and industrial units),

Wharfedale contains the spa town of Ilkley and retains a more rural feel. Where the risk of flooding has restricted development,

open grazed pastoral fields and wetland habitats play a number of important roles including retaining gaps between settlements

and supporting a diversity of habitats and species. Trees are key in defining the meandering watercourses within the landscape

and, as well as woodland, provide screening of built development/infrastructure. Transport corridors, including railway lines, the

Leeds and Liverpool canal and major roads are prominent linear features on the valley floor.


	There are five LCAs within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	G1: Upper Airedale Settled Valley Floor



	◼ 
	◼ 
	G2: Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor



	◼ 
	◼ 
	G3: Esholt Settled Valley Floor



	◼ 
	◼ 
	G4: Wharfedale Settled Valley Floor



	◼ 
	◼ 
	G5: South Bradford Settled Valley Floor
	Figure 3.136: 
	Figure 3.136: 
	Figure 3.136: 
	Location of LCA G1





	  
	G1. Upper Airedale Settled Valley Floor


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Upper Airedale Settled Valley Floor is located on the north western edge of Bradford District. It includes part of the low-lying

valley floor of the Airedale Valley between Silsden and Steeton. Here the valley of the River Aire broadens, comprising a wider

undeveloped floodplain which contrasts with the narrower more developed valley floor to the south east (LCA G2: Central

Airedale Settled Valley Floor). To the north west Airedale continues into Craven District. The boundaries of this wide area of

valley floor are defined to the north and south by the rising landform of the valley sides (LCA F1: Silsden Bowl Rolling Enclosed

Pasture and LCA D3: Hollins Bank Steep Valley Sides) where the settlements of Silsden and Steeton are located above the

floodplain. To the north and east the boundary of this LCA is also defined by the route of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ An open, wide, flat, expanse of floodplain with valley sides rising gently to the north and south. Carved out by glacial

activity and fluvial erosion which cuts though the carboniferous Millstone Grit bedrock geology. Overlain by superficial

deposits including alluvial fan deposits and river terrace.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dissected by the meandering course of the River Aire with tributaries including Silsden Beck, Holden Beck and

Steeton Beck. The Leeds and Liverpool Canal forms the northern boundary of the LCA.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Floodplain soils are loamy and naturally wet. Further from the river and towards settlements soils become more acidic.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A simple, open, pastoral floodplain landscape retaining piecemeal enclosure with small to medium regular and

irregular fields bounded by hedgerows and some larger regular fields of later enclosure bounded by drystone walls.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The floodplain is identified as part of the coastal and floodplain grazing marsh priority habitat, with ditches especially

rich in plants and invertebrates.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Trees and waterside vegetation define the meandering course of the River Aire and its tributaries. Trees also occur

frequently along field boundaries and occasionally in fields.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The pastoral floodplain landscape, grazed for many centuries, provides historic continuity. The Leeds and Liverpool

Canal provides a reminder of the area’s industrial past.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Linear features of the A629 and railway line dissect the valley floor and the valley contains some large industrial units

on settlement edges.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Important views across the open valley floor between settlements located above the floodplain, and from the valley

floor across open and wooded valley sides.
	Figure 3.137: 
	Figure 3.137: 
	Figure 3.137: 
	Example photos from LCA G1
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	Figure 3.138: 
	Figure 3.138: 
	Figure 3.138: 
	Topography of LCA G1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Gently rising valley slopes retain occasional views across industrial

features set within the valley floor.


	 
	Pastoral floodplains along the River Aire.


	 
	 
	 
	Grazed floodplains retain strong visual connections to surrounding

upland moors.


	 
	Cricket ground at Steeton enclosed by wooded slopes.


	 
	 
	 
	The River Aire as seen from the promoted Millennium Way. 
	 
	The River Aire is bounded by woodland and riparian vegetation as it

moves through pastoral fields.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Predominantly a bedrock geology of Millstone Grit (mudstones, siltstones and sandstones) overlain by superficial deposits

of alluvium (clay, sand and gravel) and alluvial fan deposits (sand and gravel). Further from the River Aire and floodplain

pockets of sandstone occur overlain by river terrace deposits and till.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Loamy and clayey floodplain soils either side of the River Aire are of moderate fertility and naturally wet. Further from the

river, towards settlements soils become more acidic with impeded drainage and low fertility.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley is dissected by the meandering course of the River Aire with tributaries including Silsden Beck, Holden Beck

and Steeton Beck. A number of ditches, springs and wells are found particularly in the east of the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Expanse of flat valley floor lies at 90m AOD, rising gently to 100m AOD towards the settlements of Silsden and Steeton.
	Figure 3.139: 
	Figure 3.139: 
	Figure 3.139: 
	Natural heritage of LCA G1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Trees and waterside vegetation define the meandering course of the River Aire and its tributaries. Trees also occur

frequently along field boundaries (defined by walls as well as hedges) and occasionally in fields. There are no areas of

significant woodland. Some fields of orchard planting occur alongside the River Aire.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Tree planting along the A629 provides some screening of this transport corridor and of industrial sheds on the edge of

Steeton. Lombardy poplars are distinctive vertical elements.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The floodplain is identified as part of the coastal and floodplain grazing marsh priority habitat, consisting of periodically

inundated grazed pasture or meadow with ditches to maintain water levels. The ditches are especially rich in plants and

invertebrates, although they contain no ecological or wildlife designations.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Leeds and Liverpool Canal which defines the northern extent of the LCA is designated as a local wildlife site.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Also known as the washlands, the areas of land adjacent to the River Aire are prone to flooding. They are a natural store

for water and essential to the management of the flood risk of the River Aire. Known locally as ‘ings’, an old Viking word

that means damp or marshy land (e.g. Steeton Ings and Silsden Ings).
	Figure 3.140: 
	Figure 3.140: 
	Figure 3.140: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA G1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley floor is dominated by grazed semi/improved grassland (with some areas of scattered scrub). A pastoral

landscape has been retained due to the wet nature of the floodplain which is not suitable for arable production or

development.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Fields are small to medium in size with regular and semi-regular boundaries, bounded by hedgerows and stone/drystone

walls. Known as piecemeal enclosure fields, this field pattern developed organically as enclosure occurred.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Areas of medium-large sized pasture regular shaped fields with straight drystone walled boundaries occur alongside the

Leeds and Liverpool Canal and on the southern edge of Silsden. These replaced piecemeal enclosure and commons in

the 18th and 19th century.
	Figure 3.141: 
	Figure 3.141: 
	Figure 3.141: 
	Historic landscape classification of LCA G1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The floodplain which has been grazed for many centuries provides historic continuity.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The field patterns relate to different periods of history with smaller and more irregular fields suggesting piecemeal

enclosure (potentially occurring during the prehistoric period, though mostly given a medieval or post medieval date)

showing organic development as land was enclosed. Fields with very straight edges were established later in the 18th and

19th century.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The local geology is evident in building materials including drystone walls and local vernacular architecture. The historic

cores of Steeton and Silsden are both conservation areas and contain a number of listed buildings.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Leeds and Liverpool Canal provides a reminder of the area’s industrial past, built in the late 1700s and used to

transport raw material (limestone and coal) and manufactured goods (textiles). A number of listed buildings within the LCA

relate to the canal (e.g. canal warehouses on the edge of Silsden).
	Figure 3.142: 
	Figure 3.142: 
	Figure 3.142: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA G1







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement is concentrated to the north (Silsden) and south (Steeton) of the LCA where the land gently rises above the

floodplain and spreads up the steeper valley sides. The growth and development of Steeton village and Silsden town

centred around the construction of the canal in the late 1700s and the arrival of the textile industry.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The risk of flooding had deemed much of the areas unsuitable for building. With the exception of occasional farmstead

buildings, the valley floor is open farmland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The A629 transport corridor is visible stretching across the floodplain. Parallel to the A629, the Skipton to Keighley railway

line passes close in to the valley side along the southern edge of the pastures.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Airedale General Hospital is a landmark building on the edge of Steeton.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Modern housing and factory units in non-traditional materials are found on the southern edge of Silsden and to a greater

extent around Steeton.
	Figure 3.143: 
	Figure 3.143: 
	Figure 3.143: 
	Access and recreation of LCA G1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is crossed by a number of public rights of way which connect to the Millennium Way long distance walking route

which crosses the area east to west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The National Cycle Network Route 69 runs alongside the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreational activities associated with the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and the River Aire include boating, wildlife watching,

walking and cycling.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a golf driving range and sports fields on the edge of Silsden.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	From the flat, open valley floor there are views of rolling hills and up both gentle and more steeply sloping valley sides.

These farmed and wooded slopes and tops provide a backdrop to the floodplain landscape providing a sense of

containment.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is divided by the A629 and the railway line. Noise from the transit corridor and the settlements is apparent

throughout the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Frequent open views from the settlements across the pastoral landscape, to rising slopes beyond.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The pastoral qualities and views from within and along the floodplain pastures provide a sense of tranquillity, particularly in

the east of the LCA, although human influence is still apparent.
	Figure 3.144: 
	Figure 3.144: 
	Figure 3.144: 
	Location of LCA G2





	G2. Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor comprises a section of the low-lying valley floor of Airedale, including the settlements

of Keighley and Shipley (on the edge of Bradford) and the lower settled part of the Worth Valley. The River Worth is a tributary

of the River Aire and the Worth Valley joins Airedale in Keighley. The valley floor narrows in this LCA and is dominated by

residential and industrial use distinguishing it from the wider, less developed valley floor to the north west (LCA G1: Upper

Airedale Settled Valley Floor) and east (LCA G3: Esholt Settled Valley Floor). The boundaries of the valley floor are

predominantly defined to the north east and south by the rising landform of the Steep Valley Sides (LCA D1: Baildon Steep

Valley Sides, D2. Thwaites Brow Steep Valley Sides and D3. Hollins Bank Steep Valley Sides) which contain it. The River Aire

and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal pass through the area and have played an important role in the industrial development of the

valley.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Relatively narrow, settled section of the River Aire valley floor between Keighley and Shipley. Contained by the rising

landform of the Airedale Valley, carved out by glacial activity and fluvial erosion.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The meandering course of the River Aire is joined by the River Worth at Keighley and also fed by a number of streams

(e.g. Harden Beck at Bingley). Waterways have shaped the type and location of development in this landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dominated by settlement (Keighley, Bingley and Shipley) and industry which sprawls along the valley floor. Pockets of

open pastoral fields remain sandwiched between housing, woodland and industry, and play an important role in

retaining limited separation between settlements.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A major transport corridor containing road, rail, river and canal routes which, along with the valley landform, have

contributed to the industrialisation and development of Airedale.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Pockets of deciduous woodland occur occasionally through the area, generally relating to the watercourses,

residential areas and transport corridors where they often perform a screening function.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A number of isolated areas of wetland habitat are designated as local wildlife sites or SSSI (e.g. Bingley South Bog

SSSI).



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Presence of the renowned Saltaire World Heritage Site (including Salts Mill) which evokes strong connections to the

past importance of the textile industry in this area and has a strong sense of time depth.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A number of historic buildings, parks and gardens as well as built features including tall chimneys, viaducts, mills and

locks provide focal points and historic connections.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Artistic and literary connections with artwork by David Hockney exhibited at Salts Mill.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Views out to the open valley sides and tops and channelled along watercourses providing respite from the busy often

enclosed valley floor.
	Figure 3.145: 
	Figure 3.145: 
	Figure 3.145: 
	Example photos from LCA G2
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	Figure 3.146: 
	Figure 3.146: 
	Figure 3.146: 
	Topography of LCA G2










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Salts Mill within Saltaire World Heritage Site, backdropped by

landform.


	 
	Mix of woodland, development and grazed fields on the valley floor.


	 
	 
	 
	Drystone walls and pasture in the floodplain and between settlement. 
	 
	Victoria Road, Saltaire World Heritage Site.


	 
	 
	 
	Industrial sandstone vernacular on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. 
	 
	Modern industrial development within the floodplain.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Predominantly a bedrock geology of Millstone Grit (mudstones, siltstones and sandstones) overlain by a variety of

superficial deposits of alluvium (clay, sand and gravel), alluvial fan deposits (sand and gravel) and till.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Loamy and clayey floodplain soils either side of the River Aire are of moderate fertility and naturally wet due to high

groundwater. Further from the River, where land is settled, soils become more acidic either freely draining or with impeded

drainage and of lower fertility. Peat is present in isolated patches within poorly drained enclosed hollows such as Bingley

South Bog.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The meandering course of the River Aire and the straighter line of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal run along the valley

floor. The River Aire is joined at Keighley by the River Worth and by a number of becks along its course (e.g. Harden

Beck). Springs, ditches, ponds and weirs are features of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	At the confluence of the Aire and Worth Valleys a gentle sloping alluvium fan raised above the level of the floodplain

provides the location for the growth and spread of the town of Keighley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The relatively narrow valley floor lies at 70m AOD to 85m AOD, rising gently to meet the steep valley sides which contain

it.
	Figure 3.147: 
	Figure 3.147: 
	Figure 3.147: 
	Natural heritage of LCA G2







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Trees and waterside vegetation define the meandering course of the River Aire and its tributaries. Strips and pockets of

deciduous woodland occur throughout the area, some of which are local wildlife sites such as Fairbank Wood. In places

strips of woodland screen views of industrial areas and transport corridors.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Hirst Wood and woodland on the slopes below Nab Wood are identified as areas of Ancient Woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are a range of small, fragmented patches of wetland priority habitat within the floodplain, including areas of

floodplain grazing marsh, lowland fens and purple moor grass and rush pasture. Areas of open, functional floodplain are

rich in plants and invertebrates.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of wetland habitats are designated as local wildlife sites including Bingley North Bog, Bingley South Bog (also a

SSSI), the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, Stockbridge Nature Reserve and Beechcliffe Ings.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Remnant fields of grazed semi/improved grassland, with some areas of marshy grassland and scattered scrub, occur

alongside the River Aire and River Worth on undeveloped floodplain land.
	Figure 3.148: 
	Figure 3.148: 
	Figure 3.148: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA G2







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley floor has a complex and varied land use, dominated by residential and industrial use with pockets of pastoral

fields on the floodplain. These open fields play an important role in separating the settlements of Riddlesden, Keighley,

Bingley, and Shipley (on the edge of Bradford).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Field sizes vary from small to medium-large bounded by hedgerows and drystone walls. Some boundaries are very

straight while others are irregular often defined by the meandering river. These are known as piecemeal enclosure fields

and developed organically as enclosure occurred.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Also known as the washlands, the areas of land adjacent to the River Aire are prone to flooding. The washlands are a

natural store for water and essential to the management of the flood risk.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Industrial buildings and sewage works are found on settlement edges predominantly adjacent to the River Aire. Sports

pitches and recreation grounds are also features of the valley floor.
	Figure 3.149: 
	Figure 3.149: 
	Figure 3.149: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA G2







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Saltaire World Heritage Site sits within the valley floor and its buffer area extends up the valley sides. The valley floor

exhibits a strong connection to its industrial past shaped by the physical environment. This is exemplified by the location of

the Saltaire World Heritage Site (designated by UNESCO in 2001) and Grade II* Listed Salts Mill textile mill which was

steam powered, with water drawn from the River Aire. Saltaire is named after Sir Titus Salt, who built the textile mill and

village. It was built as a single planned industrial village between 1851 and 1876 to house the mill workers.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of registered parks and gardens include Lund Park and Utley Cemetery in Keighley, and Roberts Park at

Saltaire.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Leeds and Liverpool Canal is an important industrial feature, designated as a conservation area and used to transport

manufactured goods (textiles) and raw materials (coal). Structures associated with the waterways, including locks, weirs,

bridges are present throughout the valley floor and many are designated as listed buildings. Further conservation areas at

Keighley, Bingley Town Centre, Micklethwaite and Eldwick Beck are emblematic of the long-lived agricultural and

industrial history across the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	East Riddlesden Hall is a Grade I Listed Building dating from 1640 and was the centre of a thriving farming estate.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The local geology is evident in building materials used for drystone walls, chimneys, aqueducts, in the construction of the

Leeds and Liverpool Canal and within historic residential areas.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Saltaire and Salts Mill is today an important visitor attraction contains a large collection of work by the internationally

renowned and Bradford-born artist David Hockney.
	Figure 3.150: 
	Figure 3.150: 
	Figure 3.150: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA G2







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A densely settled valley floor containing the settlements of Keighley (located on the confluence of the River Aire and

Worth), Bingley and Shipley all of which were historic market towns and the former village of Riddlesden (now associated

with Keighley). In places, settlements have agglomerated to form an urban sprawl which encroaches up the valley sides.

These towns expanded quickly in the 19th century linked to textile industry and completion of the Leeds and Liverpool

Canal.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement edges are often abrupt, and typified by industrial sheds and recreation grounds with flood lighting. Woodland

sometimes performs a screening function to provide softer transition to pastoral farmland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is a major transport corridor containing road, rail, river and canal routes which, along with the valley landform,

has contributed to the industrialisation and development of Airedale.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The rail corridor extends through this area from the urban core in Bradford to Shipley and then runs both east to Leeds

and west towards Keighley and Cumbria.
	Figure 3.151: 
	Figure 3.151: 
	Figure 3.151: 
	Access and recreation of LCA G2







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Extensive and well-used footpath network (including two long distance walking routes – the Millennium Way and Dales

Way) connecting the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and the River Aire to other areas both within and outside the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	National Cycle Route 69 follows the Leeds and Liverpool Canal on a 6 mile long, combined walking and cycling route

connecting Keighley, Bingley, Saltaire and Shipley (also known as the Airedale Greenway).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreational activities associated with the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and the River Aire include boating

(rowing/canoeing), barge holidays, fishing, wildlife watching, walking and cycling.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Visitor attractions including: Saltaire World Heritage Site, a unique and internationally recognised model industrial village;

the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway; and historic buildings, park and gardens such as Cliffe Castle Museum and Park,

and National Trust owned East Riddlesden Hall.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Keighley-Worth Valley Railway begins in Keighley and extends into LCA C2: The Worth Upland River Valley. This is a

magnet for tourism in the area, in association with the Brontës and the settlement of Haworth.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreation grounds for football and cricket on the floodplain pastures and golf courses.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A diverse LCA, containing a patchwork of settlement, industry, farmland, woodland and wetland all contained within a

narrow valley floor, which result in very different experiences in different areas.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	A rich wealth of historic assets which contribute to a distinct sense of place, juxtaposed with modern industrial

development and urban areas occasionally in poor condition.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Noise from the major transport corridors which dissect the area can be heard widely, and roads in Bingley, Shipley and

Keighley are often congested. There are pockets of more tranquil areas throughout, often associated with the waterways

and woodlands.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Saltaire World Heritage Site is a focal point within the LCA, and views of the striking Salts Mill can be obtained from within

the immediate vicinity and the wider bowl of the valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The rising topography both of Airedale and of the opening of the Worth Valley permit views of wooded valley sides and

often a more naturalistic landscape from the valley floor. There are also valued views along and across the canal and

river, particularly where they are bounded by pastoral fields or mature woodland.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sewage works, industrial sheds, gas works, pylons and major transport infrastructure all affect the experience of this

landscape. The impact of these are often softened by woodland which is a key valued characteristic.
	Figure 3.152: 
	Figure 3.152: 
	Figure 3.152: 
	Location of LCA G3





	  
	G3. Esholt Settled Valley Floor


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Esholt Settled Valley Floor is located on the eastern edge of Bradford District comprising a section of the Airedale Valley

which wraps around the northern edge of the City of Bradford. The boundaries of the LCA are defined to the north and east by

the district boundary with the City of Leeds and to the west by LCA G2: Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor. This section of the

floor of Airedale is less settled and more wooded than that to the west (LCA G2). The area has a strong sense of enclosure and

remnant parkland character in places, which contrasts with peri-urban features such as the extensive sewage works and Tong

Park Industrial Estate.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A relatively narrow section of the River Aire valley floor contained by the rising landform of the wooded valley sides.

Carved out by glacial activity and fluvial erosion which cut through the carboniferous Millstone Grit and sandstone

bedrock.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The meandering course of the River Aire is fed by a number of streams (including Gill Beck, Guiseley Beck and

Yeadon Gill). Floodplain soils are predominantly loamy and clayey and naturally wet due to high groundwater.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A rural landscape but dominated by the presence of Esholt sewage works which has strong connections to the textile

industry.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Tracts of woodland occupy the valley slopes and valley floor (much of which is ancient woodland) creating an

enclosed character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Pockets of open pastoral fields on the River Aire floodplain and on southern facing valley sides. Small to medium in

size and bounded by hedgerows, drystone walls and some timber post fencing.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The River Aire meanders naturally across the floodplain and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal runs alongside, both of

which are valued for wildlife and recreation.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A sparsely settled landscape where the largest settlement is the village of Esholt which has a strong rural character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Many recreational activities are associated with the River Aire and Leeds and Liverpool Canal, and the wider

landscape benefits from an extensive network of public rights of way.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The rail infrastructure in the valley is testament to the wider area’s industrial past, with viaducts and tunnels presenting

imposing forms within the landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Views up to the wooded valley sides and channelled along water courses.
	Figure 3.153: 
	Figure 3.153: 
	Figure 3.153: 
	Example photos from LCA G3
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	Figure 3.154: 
	Figure 3.154: 
	Figure 3.154: 
	Topography of LCA G3










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Meandering course of the River Aire dominates the valley floor. 
	 
	Buck Wood forms wooded slopes which create enclosure.


	 
	 
	 
	Vernacular properties give a rural character to Esholt. 
	 
	Viaduct at Esholt remnant from rail industry.


	 
	 
	 
	Views along the Leeds and Liverpool Canal framed by wooded valley

sides and dominated by pylons.


	 
	Footbridge across the River Aire, part of the wider footpath and

bridleway network along the river and canal corridors.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The bedrock geology was formed during the Carboniferous period comprising Millstone Grit (mudstones, siltstones and

sandstones) and areas of sandstones including Rough Rock, Guiseley Grit and Huddersfield White Rock. The valley was

carved out by glacial activity and fluvial erosion.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Superficial deposits of alluvium (clay, sand and gravel), till and river terrace deposits overlay the bedrock.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Loamy and clayey floodplain soils with impeded drainage and low fertility give rise to a wooded landscape with areas of

grazed pasture on gently sloping valley sides.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The meandering course of the River Aire and the curved course of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal run along the valley

floor. Tributaries to the River Aire include Gill Beck, Guiseley Beck and Yeadon Gill, and springs, ditches and weirs are

features of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landform comprises of a narrow section of the valley floor with valley sides rising steeply to the south and more gently

to the north. This is the lowest lying section of the Airedale Valley within the Bradford District at 55-60m AOD, and this

lower elevation informs a more lowland character.
	Figure 3.155: 
	Figure 3.155: 
	Figure 3.155: 
	Natural heritage of LCA G3







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	One of the most concentrated areas of woodland in the Bradford District, woodland is found throughout, although the

largest areas are found on the sloping valley sides. This includes areas of ancient woodland (e.g. Buck Wood, Spring

Wood, Jerrison Wood and Hawkswood) also designated as local wildlife sites. On lower slopes and the valley floor

woodland contains and provides screening of the sewage works and associated industrial buildings and infrastructure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Wetland habitats are important within the LCA and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal is designated as a local wildlife site. As

well as having submerged, floating and emergent plant communities the canal provides a wildlife corridors and contributes

to a network of wetland habitats and rivers.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Trees and waterside vegetation define the meandering course of the River Aire and its tributaries which is an important

feature often hidden in the wider landscape. In the east of the area Millman Bridge Ox-Bow and the redundant sewage

beds of Langholme support a range of flora and fauna, especially birds.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Nine hectares of purple moor grass and rush pasture north of the River Aire contribute to the wider wetland and woodland

habitat.
	Figure 3.156: 
	Figure 3.156: 
	Figure 3.156: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA G3







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The valley floor is dominated by the Esholt water treatment works and associated infrastructure (in the form of the large

water treatment filtration beds). However, large tracts of deciduous woodland contain the site and provide screening.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are pockets of open pastoral fields on the River Aire floodplain and on south facing valley sides. These are small to

medium in size and bounded by hedgerows, drystone walls and some timber post fencing. The field pattern is generally

the result of piecemeal enclosure, although there are remnant areas of strip enclosure in the north of Thackley and on

Hollins Hill.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreation is another key land use, with the extensive Hollins Hall Golf and Country Club in the west of the area and some

recreation grounds on open areas of the valley floor.
	Figure 3.157: 
	Figure 3.157: 
	Figure 3.157: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA G3







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Founded in the 12th century, the Cistercian Nunnery of St Mary and St Leonard at Esholt owned the Esholt Estate which

covered much of the LCA. The Grade II* Listed Esholt Hall was built on the site of the nunnery in 1707 and sat within an

extensive parkland, much of which survives and contributes to the wooded character of the area. Numerous listed

buildings within the village of Esholt are associated with Esholt Hall and its estate.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The village of Esholt developed as an agricultural settlement, which expanded due to the textiles industry. Buildings within

the settlement have a distinctive vernacular style, many of which were built to provide accommodation for local mill

workers. The village and its outskirts are designated as a conservation area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Leeds and Liverpool Canal is an important historic feature and is designated as a conservation area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Esholt sewage works was constructed in the early 20th century, partly to deal with the high levels of soap, bleaches and

dyes being produced due to the textiles industry which played an important role in the development of the Airedale Valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The village of Esholt has a long standing association with the television series ‘Emmerdale’. Many tourists are still

attracted to the village to see the places that used to feature in the series.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The combination of tracts of Ancient Woodland, dispersed parkland features, industrial history and the picturesque

vernacular character of Esholt, creates a strong and distinct sense of time depth.
	Figure 3.158: 
	Figure 3.158: 
	Figure 3.158: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA G3







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is sparsely settled within its interior, and the village of Esholt is the only settlement on the valley floor. On the

southern and western peripheries of the LCA the edges of Baildon and Thackley have crept down the valley sides towards

the valley floor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The A6038 crosses the LCA on its western edge and Esholt Lane provides access to Esholt otherwise the landscape has

very limited road infrastructure. The A658, a key connector between Harrogate/Leeds and Bradford, bounds the eastern

edge of the LCA.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Three railway lines traverse the LCA with associated viaducts and highly engineered tunnels including the Thackley

Tunnel built in 1846.
	Figure 3.159: 
	Figure 3.159: 
	Figure 3.159: 
	Access and recreation of LCA G3







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is crossed by a number of public rights of way, many of which traverse through woodland. The Welcome Way

Long Distance Path passes through Esholt and National Cycle Route 66 follows the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Much of the extensive woodland throughout the LCA is publicly accessible and provides an important natural resource for

both the settlement of Guiseley to the north and to the urban edge of Bradford to the south.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreational activities associated with the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and River Aire include boating (rowing/canoeing),

canal/barge holidays, fishing, wildlife watching, walking and cycling. There are golf courses in the valley.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Throughout the LCA there is a strong sense of enclosure created by the extensive tracts of woodland. The dominance of

woodland creates a landscape of strong seasonal interest.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The degree of enclosure, screening and the very limited road networks create a pocket of rural character with a degree of

remoteness and tranquillity sandwiched between busy urban areas to the north, south and west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In places, the remnants of parkland character associated with Esholt Hall contrast starkly with working sites, for example

where the original parkland avenue approach (now called ‘The Avenue’) passes the noise and infrastructure of Esholt

Urban Quarry.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	The noise of the Esholt Urban Quarry and smells from the sewage works are experienced in the south west of the LCA.

Glimpsed views are available to the sewage works and to pylons on ridgetops.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Channelled views along the River Aire and Leeds to Liverpool Canal are experienced from footbridges.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA, although similar in physical form to the rest of the Airedale Valley has a very distinct sense of place informed by

a unique combination of industrial and medieval historic character.
	Figure 3.160: 
	Figure 3.160: 
	Figure 3.160: 
	Location of LCA G4





	  
	G4. Wharfedale Settled Valley Floor


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Wharfedale Settled Valley Floor is located on the north eastern edge of Bradford District. It comprises a section of the low�lying, settled valley floor of the River Wharfe between Addingham and Burley in Wharfedale. The boundary of the northern edge

of the LCA is defined by the Bradford District boundary, with the valley floor and sides extending beyond into Harrogate District.

To the north, LCA D4: Middleton Woods Steep Valley Sides lies within Bradford District and rises steeply from the valley floor.

On its southern edge the valley floor is contained by the rising landform of LCA F2: Wharfedale Rolling Enclosed Pasture. The

River Wharfe flows eastwards out of this LCA into Leeds District. The absence of a canal limited the 20th century influence of the

textile industry, highlighting the more pastoral features of this LCA and distinguishing it from those found within Airedale to the

south. The settlement of Ilkley’s development as a spa town and subsequent tourist destination distinguishes it significantly from

settlements within Airedale.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A settled section of the River Wharfe valley floor which extends out beyond the boundaries of Bradford District.

Contained by the rising landform of the Wharfedale Valley, carved out by glacial activity and fluvial erosion cutting

through the carboniferous Millstone Grit bedrock.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The River Wharfe is fed by a number of streams (e.g. Wine Beck, Carr Beck and Town Beck) and meanders along the

valley floor sometimes visible but often hidden by tree cover.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Contains parts of the settlements of Addingham and Ilkley which extend up the valley sides from the valley floor,

Burley-in-Wharfedale lies entirely on the lower land of the valley floor.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A rural pastoral landscape is retained with a field pattern relating to piecemeal enclosure. Field sizes are small�medium, regular and bounded by hedgerows often with hedgerow trees.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Small pockets of deciduous woodland and riparian vegetation occur at intervals along the River Wharfe marking its

meandering course through the landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Local wildlife sites sit alongside the river at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, Sun Lane and Low Mill. Ben Rhydding Gravel

Pits is also a Local Nature Reserve with a range of wetland communities (including marshy grassland, water lagoons,

and neutral grassland) and is regionally important for invertebrates and birds.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A number of cultural and historic associations with the River Wharfe still evident today, including the noted spa town of

Ilkley and hydrotherapy associated architecture.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Crossed by a number of public rights of way which provide access alongside the River Wharfe, including the Dales

Way and Welcome Way long distance walking routes.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Views across the flat open floodplain with enclosure provided by the valley sides, tree cover and field boundaries. This

valley floor landscape can be seen from a number of prominent positions notably on the adjacent Rombalds Moor.
	Figure 3.161: 
	Figure 3.161: 
	Figure 3.161: 
	Example photos from LCA G4
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	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
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	Figure
	Figure 3.162: 
	Figure 3.162: 
	Figure 3.162: 
	Topography of LCA G4










	  
	 
	 
	 
	River Wharfe bordered by tree cover. 
	 
	Wildflowers and unimproved grassland at Sun Lane nature reserve.


	 
	 
	 
	Hedgerows and occasional trees within the pastoral landscape. 
	 
	Historic bridge across the River Wharfe within Ilkley Conservation

Area.


	 
	 
	 
	Recreational amenity alongside the River Wharfe. 
	 
	Historic signage along the Dales Way long distance walking route.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying bedrock is part of the Millstone Grit, and this impervious rock gives rise to the steep southern valley sides.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography has been formed by glacial activity and as a result there are several different types of glacial till deposited

on the valley floor. These deposits range from boulder clay to sands and gravels in varying thickness and locations. The

River Wharfe has cut down through these, forming distinctive river terraces and exposing these deposits.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Free draining loamy floodplain soils of moderate-high fertility are found on either side of the River Wharfe. These areas

are vulnerable to flooding so not suitable for arable production. Further from the river soils become more clayey with

impeded drainage and lower fertility.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The meandering course of the River Wharfe is fed by a number of becks along its course (e.g. Wine Beck, Town Beck,

Carr Beck Springs, Black Beck). Ditches and weirs are features of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The relatively narrow valley floor lies at approximately 70m AOD, with the landform rising to the south.
	Figure 3.163: 
	Figure 3.163: 
	Figure 3.163: 
	Natural heritage of LCA G4







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Predominantly grazed pastoral grassland but with a diversity of habitats linked by the River Wharfe, including woodland,

wetland and grasslands. Riparian vegetation and wet woodland can be found along the becks and dispersed along the

length of the river. Trees and waterside vegetation define the meandering course of the River Wharfe, often making it a

hidden feature in the wider landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The River Wharfe meanders naturally within its floodplain for much of its length. Natural, ongoing bank erosion is

important for a range of species including sand martins, kingfisher and riverine invertebrates.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Local wildlife sites have been identified at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, Sun Lane and Low Mill. Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits is

also a Local Nature Reserve with a range of wetland communities (including marshy grassland, water lagoons, and neutral

grassland) and is regionally important for invertebrates and a variety of birds.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Occasionally, strips of woodland and tree planting provide screening to the transport corridors, both road and rail, which

run through this LCA.
	Figure 3.164: 
	Figure 3.164: 
	Figure 3.164: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA G4







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Much of the valley floor is settled, interspersed with areas of grazed pasture and the wooded river corridor. Areas of

grazed pasture provide a rural setting to the settlements.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Fields are small to medium-scale, bounded by hedgerows often with hedgerow trees and occasional post and wire

fencing. The field pattern is predominantly regular in shape with straight sides, and numerous in-field trees, particularly to

the north of Addingham. The field pattern is generally the result of piecemeal enclosure which occurred organically.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Known as the washlands, the areas of land adjacent to the River Wharfe are prone to flooding. The washlands are a

natural store for water and essential to the management of the flood risk along the River Wharfe.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sewage works at Addingham and Burley-in-Wharfedale take advantage of the low lying location below the settlements

and in close proximity to the river.
	Figure 3.165: 
	Figure 3.165: 
	Figure 3.165: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA G4







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Three scheduled monuments including an Anglo-Saxon cemetery, a medieval manorial centre on the edge of Addingham,

and the site of a Roman Fort and bridge crossing the River Wharfe at Ilkley, provide reminders of the long-standing

settlement in the area and the importance of the river.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The floodplain which has been grazed for many centuries also provides historic continuity in this area. It provides a

remnant of a pastoral landscape which has long been protected from development due to its location which is prone to

flooding.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Ilkley expanded in the 18th and 19th century as a spa town as a result of the popularity of spa water treatments amongst

upper class society. A number of buildings relating to hydrotherapy were built to take advantage of the supposed health�giving properties of the town’s water. The high status and decorative buildings designed at this time have resulted in an

engaging settlement character with a cohesive sense of time depth.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Industry did not develop to the same extent in the Wharfedale Valley as in the Airedale Valley due to the lack of transport

links (no canal was constructed, and a railway line not built until 1876).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The conservation areas of Addingham, Ilkley, and Burley-in-Wharfedale include numerous listed buildings. The local

geology is evident in building materials predominantly within residential areas, particularly those designated as

conservation areas.
	Figure 3.166: 
	Figure 3.166: 
	Figure 3.166: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA G4







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA contains parts of the settlements of Addingham and Ilkley which extend up the valley sides from the valley floor.

Burley-in-Wharfedale lies entirely on the lower land of the valley floor. Isolated, dispersed farm buildings and outbuildings

are located on the edge of the washland. Settlement is a dominant feature on much of the valley floor, but unlike in

Airedale the major settlements are distinct from one another.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landscape plays an important role in separating settlements, preventing coalescence between Addingham, Ilkley, and

Burley-in-Wharfedale, and contributes to the rural setting of these settlements.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The A65 trunk road follows the flat land of the valley bottom, bypassing the village of Addingham but passing through

Ilkley and Burley-in-Wharfedale. Suburban roads are present within the areas of concentrated settlement, however there

are few minor roads which extend out in to the wider landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Otley to Ilkley Railway Line was established in 1865 and ran along the valley floor passing through Burley-in�Wharfedale to terminate in Ilkley. This was dismantled through the Beeching cuts, and the railway now runs from Leeds to

Ilkley. The dismantled section from Otley to Burley-in-Wharfedale is set to become part of the Wharfedale Greenway

recreational route.
	Figure 3.167: 
	Figure 3.167: 
	Figure 3.167: 
	Access and recreation of LCA G4







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Dales Way long distance walking route follows the course of the River Wharfe from north of Addingham to Ilkley

where it climbs the valley side to Ilkley Moor. Further east, the Welcome Way long distance walking route passes through

Burley-in-Wharfedale. A number of public rights of way provide further connections and access to and along the river.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreational activities associated with the River Wharfe include boating (rowing/canoeing), fishing, wildlife watching,

walking and cycling.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreational activity has also taken advantage of this flat land in the river bottom, including extensive sports pitches at

Ben Rhydding and close to Ilkley town centre.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Wharfedale Greenway (in planning) will provide a walking, cycling, and horse riding route along the valley between

Otley and Ilkley. There are potential future links in progress which would extend the route further to the east and west.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Ilkley has been a tourism destination since its connection to the railway network in the 19th century and is considered a

base from which to explore the moorland and pastoral countryside beyond.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A flat, open floodplain with a feeling of enclosure provided by the valley sides, tree cover and field boundaries. The valley

has a strong sense of rurality and differs in this respect from the busy Airedale Valley to the south.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	The floodplain pastures can be viewed from a number of prominent positions, notably on the adjacent Rombalds Moor,

and there is strong intervisibility along the length of the A65 trunk road to the elevated moorlands in the south. Within Ilkley

south of Skipton Road, the landform rises sharply and views north across the valley are available towards the Nidderdale

AONB.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are channelled views along the River Wharfe from foot bridges and road crossings. Where lack of development

permits, views are open along the floodplain and across the open pastoral fields.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the undeveloped stretches between settlements, within the pastoral fields along the wooded River Wharfe corridor,

there is a more pronounced sense of tranquillity, with some localised effects of light and sound from the A65 and

settlement edges.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Within the settlements there is a strong sense of place, with visual connections out to the surrounding upland moors and

valley sides, and location along the River Wharfe. A strong sense of time-depth is also evident, with historic buildings

associated with the spa heritage particularly in Ilkley, and surrounding medieval field patterns arising from the long�standing agricultural traditions in the Wharfe Valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Along the River Wharfe corridor, the A65 and occasional industrial uses (e.g. the sewage works north of Ilkley) affect the

otherwise pastoral and tranquil setting.
	Figure 3.168: 
	Figure 3.168: 
	Figure 3.168: 
	Location of LCA G5





	   
	G5. South Bradford Settled Valley Floor


	Location, Context and Summary


	South Bradford Settled Valley Floor is an urban fringe landscape heavily influenced by its proximity to Bradford, consisting of the

sloping land between the southern extent of the Bradford urban core and the district boundary with Kirklees. Motorway traffic

and very large brightly coloured distribution centres abut traditional stone farmsteads and hedgerow bounded pasture. The area

is affected by urban and industrial development which have weakened its character, though it does contain a wide variety of

land uses in a relatively small area and includes some valuable wetland habitat. The landscape does not conform to

administrative boundaries, and on the ground the area is perceived as part of a wider unit of fragmented landscape that exists

between the Halifax, Huddersfield, Leeds and Bradford conurbations.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Sloping north to south landform within a settled basin underlain by Lower Pennine Coal Measure geology.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic low-fertility soil and competing land uses have restricted farming, which is limited to pockets of enclosed

pasture.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Some rural qualities and time-depth with piecemeal and surveyed enclosure bounded by drystone walls remains.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Woodland blocks, including ancient woodland, are present throughout the area, at Odsal Wood, Bierley Wood and

along the course of High Royds Beck.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Raw Nook (Railway Terrace) Nature Reserve provides recreational value and important biodiverse woodland, wetland

and heathland habitat.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Long history of industrial use, including 19th century iron works, dye works, chemical works and British Railway sidings

in the Oakenshaw basin. There has been extensive coal mining activity in the area, with disused mineshafts scattered

between Oakenshaw and Low Moor.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Settlement concentrated in the lower lying basin at Oakenshaw and Lower Woodlands, through which the M606

passes. There are occasional farmsteads scattered amongst the pockets of enclosed pasture.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Functions as a key transport link and is dominated by the industrial corridor along the M606, consisting of huge

distribution centres, warehouses and chemical works.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The dominant mass of industry, the M606 and large pylons are intermingled with areas of small fields, neglected

farms and winding lanes giving a busy, complex feel to the landscape. The mixture of scales and wide variety of

elements creates an incoherence to its character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Limited tranquillity and dark skies due to M606 industrial corridor and proximity to Bradford.
	Figure 3.169: 
	Figure 3.169: 
	Figure 3.169: 
	Example photos from LCA G5
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	Figure 3.170: 
	Figure 3.170: 
	Figure 3.170: 
	Topography of LCA G5










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Large scale warehouses dominate on higher ground. 
	 
	Nature reserves provide woodland and wetland habitat.


	 
	 
	 
	Relationship with the urban edge of Bierley. 
	 
	Fly tipping is a problem in parts of the LCA.


	 
	 
	 
	Pylons and large storage sheds are visible across the transport

corridor.


	 
	Views towards industrial units visible within the treeline from

neighbouring Kirklees District.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying bedrock comprises mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Lower Pennine Coal Measure Formation, as

well as Clifton Rock Sandstone. Much of the area is covered by glacial till drift deposits.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down into low fertility acidic soils. The predominant soil type is a seasonally wet loamy and clayey soil

which impeded drainage.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	High Royds Beck runs along the southern boundary of the LCA and two unnamed small becks flow north to south meeting

at the southern area boundary. There are several small artificial ponds and wetlands in the minor valleys either side of the

M606, including Bierley Ponds.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography slopes from north to south, from a high point of approximately 202m AOD at South Bradford Golf Club to

a low point of approximately 120m AOD at Oakenshaw.
	Figure 3.171: 
	Figure 3.171: 
	Figure 3.171: 
	Natural heritage of LCA G5







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Broadleaved tree cover throughout the area is relatively abundant, consisting of woodland corridors in the small valleys, as

well as shelterbelts and strips around the M606 and surrounding industrial corridor. Much of it is classed as priority habitat.

Hedgerow trees in pockets of enclosed pasture and ornamental planting at South Bradford Golf Club also contribute to the

tree cover in the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Despite the high concentration of industry, there are some notable semi-natural habitats in the area, largely concentrated

along the wooded railway corridor. Odsal Wood, adjacent to South Bradford Golf Club is classified as Ancient Woodland

and is a Local Wildlife Site. On the opposite side of the M606, Bierley Wood is also a Local Wildlife Site with wetland

habitat in the form of historic artificial ponds.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The ponds in Bierley Woods, although subjected to recreational pressure, boast a good variety of wildlife such as pond

snails, water scorpion and pond skaters, palmate newts, frogs and toads as well as heron, kingfisher and green

woodpecker, nuthatch and tree creeper in the woodlands.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Railway Terrace, Raw Nook and Toad Holes Beck comprise a Local Wildlife Site and Bradford’s first Local Nature

Reserve on former railway sidings. It is composed of a mosaic of habitats which include lowland heath, small copses,

wildflower meadows and a pond which together support a wide range of plants, birds and insects.
	Figure 3.172: 
	Figure 3.172: 
	Figure 3.172: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA G5







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Land use is heavily influenced by close proximity to Bradford. The area consists of an industrial corridor encompassing the

M606 motorway and, in the core of the area, very large distribution centres and retail parks. The corridor widens around

the settlement of Oakenshaw to form a smaller area to the north east of Wyke, which includes a large chemical works.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Large tracts of this LCA, especially around the M606 and Oakenshaw, have variable man-made ground conditions

signifying the large impact which industry has had on this part of the District.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are pockets of enclosed pasture west of the M606 and more extensively to the south and east of the industrial

corridor. The majority of the field patterns are due to piecemeal enclosure, with some boundary loss, though there is a

more intact area in the east as well as some surviving strip enclosure. Drystone walls and hedgerows in the area are often

poorly maintained.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreation is another notable land use. The area includes South Bradford Golf Club, Holy Trinity Cricket Club, Woodlands

Cricket Club and recreational woodland and wetland at Bierley ponds, Low Moor Bank and Railway Terrace.
	Figure 3.173: 
	Figure 3.173: 
	Figure 3.173: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA G5







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area has a long history of industrial use, including 19th century iron works, dye works, chemical works and British

Railway sidings in the Oakenshaw basin. There has been extensive coal mining activity in the area, with disused

mineshafts scattered between Oakenshaw and Low Moor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Although the rural historic landscape of the area is generally weakened by the associated infrastructure of the M606

industrial corridor, farms and field patterns in its pockets of enclosed pasture (particularly in the east above High Royds

Beck) serve as a reminder of how the area would have been originally, before mining and modern development.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Bierley Hall Woods were once part of the estate and parklands of Bierley Hall, demolished in the 1960s.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Recreational land use in the area is long standing. South Bradford Golf Club has occupied its present site since 1917,

while Low Moor Holy Trinity Cricket Club and Woodlands Cricket Club were both established in the late 19th century.

Victoria Park was established in 1900.
	Figure 3.174: 
	Figure 3.174: 
	Figure 3.174: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA G5







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA contains the M606, the spur of the motorway that links Bradford to the M62, and therefore the M1. In this way,

the area functions as a gateway between Bradford and the rest of the country. Its current character is dominated by the

consequences of its role as a ‘transport link’. The motorway creates a physical barrier within the landscape reducing the

connectivity between the east and west of the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement in the area is concentrated in the lower lying basin at Oakenshaw and Lower Woodlands, through which the

M606 passes. There are occasional farmsteads scattered amongst the pockets of enclosed pasture.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A network of B-roads converges on Oakenshaw, providing local access through the area to Bradford.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Calder Valley railway line emerges from a tunnel at Odsal Wood and traverses the western half of the LCA. The

landform associated with the tunnel mouth forms a physical barrier within the landscape further reducing connectivity for

pedestrians.
	Figure 3.175: 
	Figure 3.175: 
	Figure 3.175: 
	Access and recreation of LCA G5







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by a public rights of way network which provides access to its parkland, woodland and wetland,

much of which constitute local wildlife sites. Raw Nook (Railway Terrace) Nature Reserve is well valued for its semi�natural habitats and wildlife and provides the focus for a Community Conservation Group.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The ponds in Bierley Wood are used for fishing, with access administered by Bierley Angling Club.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	National Cycle Route 66 passes through the centre of the LCA via the former Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway line at

Oakenshaw (known as the Spen Valley Greenway).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Other recreational features in the landscape include a golf course, cricket grounds and parkland.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The dominant mass of industry, the M606 and large pylons are intermingled with areas of small fields, neglected farms

and winding lanes giving a busy, complex feel to the landscape. The mixture of scales and wide variety of elements

creates an incoherence to its character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Views tend to be relatively contained across much of the area due to the landform, tree cover and the concentration of

large structures along the M606 corridor, though some longer distance views are available from higher elevations such as

Mill Carr Hill Road and Greenfield Lane above the High Royds Beck valley.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Despite the dominance of the M606 industrial corridor, the area’s small wooded valleys retain a sense of intimacy and

enclosure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Due to the M606 industrial corridor and proximity to Bradford, dark skies and tranquillity are limited across the LCA, being

highest at Toftshaw Bottom on the valley floor of High Royds Beck.


	  
	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT G: Settled Valley Floor


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change leading to increased temperatures and periods of drought could result in lower water levels and stream

flows which may adversely impact on associated habitats and landscape character.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1, G2: The floodplain grazing marsh and other identified priority habitats rely on being periodically flooded to

maintain water levels and support a diversity of plants and invertebrates. Changes in water levels would affect these

habitats and the species they support.



	– 
	– 
	G1, G3: Loss/change to trees and waterside vegetation would lead to habitat loss and erode the vertical definition of

watercourses, often hidden within the wider landscape.



	– 
	– 
	G2: Small, isolated and fragmented areas of wetland habitats (e.g. Bingley South Bog SSSI and local wildlife sites)

are vulnerable to unpredictable fluctuations and changes in water levels. Loss or change in species composition

would occur with changing conditions.



	– 
	– 
	G2, G3, G5: Changes to water levels in springs, ditches, ponds and weirs with reduced water levels could reduce the

contribution these features make to the character of the landscape, the habitats they provide and their historic

connection to a past landscape.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change may also result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall, potentially causing increased flood

events in Airedale and Wharfedale. This may necessitate flood prevention schemes at higher points in the catchment.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1, G2: Changes in frequency of flooding and water levels would affect this floodplain grazing marsh and the species

it supports. Flood prevention schemes at higher points in the catchment could also alter the existing balance.



	– 
	– 
	G2, G4: An increase it the frequency and extent of flooding would affect buildings and settlement already in close

proximity to the existing extent of floodplain.



	– 
	– 
	G4: Landslips which are already a common occurrence on the Wharfedale Valley sides would likely increase in

frequency and severity.



	– 
	– 
	G1, G2: New flood prevention schemes at higher points in the catchment could impact on the washlands, which are a

natural store of water and essential to the management of the flood risk of the River Aire.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change increases the risk of pests and diseases which survive in warmer and wetter conditions. Potentially

impacting on certain species of plants which can cause major habitat damage and impact on landscape character,

screening and historic continuity.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G2, G3, G5: Potential loss of tracts of woodland (including ancient woodland) and trees would expose abrupt built

edges, sewage works (G3) industrial buildings and infrastructure.







	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changes in grazing pressure, both overgrazing and under grazing, as a result of climate change and changing markets,

could impact on the existing character of the pastoral landscape, its habitats and historic continuity.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1, G2: Grazing marsh priority habitat relies on appropriate grazing levels for perpetuation of habitat and species.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changing agricultural practices could result in hedgerows and traditional drystone wall field boundaries being lost or not

maintained. The definition of field boundaries and historic enclosure could be eroded and lost.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1, G2, G5: Hedgerow loss, unmaintained drystone walls and horse paddock fencing already impact on character

and reduce intactness.







	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Significant amounts of change have occurred in these landscapes over the last few centuries. This change has been

piecemeal without an overall strategy, the pastoral landscape and wetland habitats within the floodplain have only been

retained due to their inappropriateness for building on.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Encroachment of development on the edges of settlements and along transport corridors continues to erode the setting of

settlements and the definition of the more rural pastoral landscape.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1: The wide valley floor is experiencing encroachment as development creeps onto the edges of the open pastoral

floodplain (e.g. southern edge of Silsden northern edge of Steeton). Piecemeal encroachment of urban influences

(e.g. lighting, bollards, fencing) and deterioration in condition of features (e.g. unmaintained walls) reduces intactness

and strength of character.



	– 
	– 
	G1: Enclosed pastures in close proximity to settlements along the valley have suffered some deterioration in condition

due to urban influences. Some areas have been fenced for horse grazing. Lack of repair to walls is evident in some

locations.



	– 
	– 
	G2: Open pastoral fields which retain separation between developments are vulnerable to lack of management which

will erode character and reduce distinctiveness.



	– 
	– 
	G2, G3: Lighting and infrastructure associated with sports pitches and recreation grounds on the flat valley floor

perpetuate urban edge character and reduce distinction between urban and rural areas.



	– 
	– 
	G5: There is development pressure on the edges of Wyke to the west and Bierley to the north, potentially affecting the

few remaining pockets of enclosed pasture.







	Habitat 
	Habitat 
	M
	anagement and 
	E
	nvironnemental 
	I
	nitiatives


	 

	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Lack of control of invasive species impacts on ecosystems and biodiversity changing habitats and species composition.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1 and G4: The rapid spread of Himalayan Balsam is one of the most significant threats to biodiversity along the

Rivers Wharfe and Aire. It is shading out native species and is likely to increase the rate of erosion of the river side

banks.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.




	Heritage at Risk


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	If not carefully considered, tree planting and development could alter both views of, and the setting of, the Saltaire World

Heritage Site.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Loss of important urban industrial heritage due to neglect.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G2: A number of important relics of the textiles industry in Keighley are suffering from deterioration including Grade II*

Listed Dalton Mills, which has suffered significant fire damage, and the Mill Building at Low Mills.







	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increasingly under or over used footpaths and associated maintenance issues (e.g. litter, surface repairs, overhanging

vegetation).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Visitor pressure on natural and cultural heritage features (Saltaire, Leeds and Liverpool Canal, local wildlife site).




	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Fly tipping in more remote rural locations.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G5: Fly tipping on the edge of rural lanes near Bierley and general litter on road verges.





	Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve, maintain and enhance the distinctive open and undeveloped, pastoral floodplain landscape of the valley floor.

Including the larger swathes (LCA G1) and smaller pockets (LCA G2) which provide a natural store for water and retain

important areas of open landscape between concentrations of development.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve, maintain and where possible connect fragmented valuable wetlands habitats (priority habitats, SSSI, local

wildlife sites and local nature reserves). Update or prepare and implement habitat management plans.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Encourage ecological monitoring and assessment to understand and record changes in the landscape and guide future

management.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve, enhance and connect areas of woodland (including ancient woodland) and tree cover to improve landscape

character and biodiversity value. Through careful planning and design, increase and perpetuate woodland and tree cover

to contain, screen and absorb existing settlement and infrastructure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Promote the development of tree strategies and woodland management plans to provide guidance on sustainable tree and

woodland management. This should include guidance on active management (e.g. pollarding in LCA G3) for carbon

sequestration; retaining important views; biodiversity; creating diversity in age structure; planting and successional

planting locations; and appropriate species for resilience to climate change and pests/diseases.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Appropriately manage and replant hedgerows (including gapping up) and hedgerow trees to strengthen landscape

character and provide ecological connections. Use a diversity of appropriate native species to provide habitat and

landscape resilience.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Maintain intact drystone walls, repairing as required. Ensure that repair and restoration is carried out sensitively and with

due regard to local style and construction. Resist use of post and wire fences and horse paddock fencing where this may

weaken distinctive landscape character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Maintain and encourage appropriate levels of (conservation) grazing to perpetuate traditional land management practices,

retain a strong pastoral character and benefit biodiversity.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1, G2: encourage low intensity farming and promote creation and restoration of meadows.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Resist and prevent further built development along the river corridors within the floodplain, including preventing the

encroachment of urban influences such as lighting, bollards, fencing.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Sensitively manage potential flood prevention and flood risk management schemes to ensure downstream impacts are

thoroughly understood, particularly considering impacts on grazing marshes/washlands.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Promote river restoration including options for improving water quality, protecting the river courses and preventing

bankside erosion through appropriate management of riparian vegetation.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G4: Improving water quality for bathing within the Wharfe (historic spa town connections).






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve, restore and maintain springs, ditches, ponds and weirs as historic and ecological features of the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Monitor and sensitively/appropriately control invasive species using mechanical methods (resist use of chemicals

especially near water courses).


	– 
	– 
	– 
	G1, G4: Himalayan balsam control and management along Silsden Beck and the River Wharfe.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Maintain recreational routes (e.g. manage overhanging vegetation, keep clear of litter, ensure appropriate directional

signage) which often provide vital access to the countryside from built up areas/settlement. Encourage new joined up

active travel routes along river corridors. Any new recreational features or parks should tie into the existing or future

network, where possible.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve open views across pasture and channelled views along water courses which provide an important contrast to

the built area-up areas.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Protect the Outstanding Universal Value of Saltaire World Heritage Site and minimise the negative impact of development

within the Buffer Zone on the World Heritage Site (G2). Consider setting and views in relation to potential new tree

planting and development.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Maintain traditional and listed buildings in good condition (including, chimney viaducts and tunnels). Ensure use of

traditional building materials and methods in repair and restoration.
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	Figure 3.176: 
	Location of the Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes







	  
	Landscape Character Type H: Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and

Slopes


	 
	Figure
	LCT H Overview


	The Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes character type forms an important rural fringe to Bradford, drawing down from the

more exposed elevated upland plateau to the west and extending fingers of countryside into the urban core. These small incised

valleys contain concentrations of broadleaved woodland, providing semi-natural habitat and a valuable recreational resource for

surrounding settlements, reflected in a density of local wildlife sites. The abundant riparian woodland adds structure and texture

to the landscape, helping to delineate the modest becks that run along the valley floors. Outside of the wooded valley floors

there are pockets of enclosed pasture which largely retain their rural qualities despite the proximity to Bradford, and former

estate parkland features prominently, some of which has been converted into golf courses.


	There are three LCA within this LCT:


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	H1. Cottingley Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes



	◼ 
	◼ 
	H2. Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes



	◼ 
	◼ 
	H3. Royds Hall Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes
	Figure 3.177: 
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	Figure 3.177: 
	Location of LCA H1





	  
	H1. Cottingley Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Cottingley Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes LCA is found at the north western edge of Bradford, encompassing a

T-shaped area centred on the shallow valley of the Cottingley Beck, between Cottingley and Heaton. The area forms a transition

between the elevated upland pasture to the west, the urban edge of Bradford to the east, and the broad, settled Airedale Valley

to the north. Broadleaved woodland cover is extensive across the LCA in blocks, bands and on field boundaries. At the urban

edge, broadleaved woodland is concentrated on the steep slopes of a number of small incised valleys, contrasting with the more

manicured appearance of golf courses occupying the elevated ground above. To the west, the area’s boundary is primarily

defined by the transition to mixed upland pasture surrounding Wilsden. To the south and east the LCA forms two small

extensions of countryside dividing the urban areas of Shipley and Heaton, and Heaton and Allerton. To the north, it meets the

upper slopes of G2. Central Airedale Settled Valley Floor.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Central valley of Cottingley Beck was formed by glacial processes and rises steeply to the west, facilitating long

distance views into the broad, settled Airedale Valley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Tree cover is frequent throughout, including large plantations, hedgerow trees, shelterbelts and steep, densely

wooded valleys which provide structure and texture within the landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Agriculture is limited to small pockets of mixed and enclosed pasture, with woodland and parkland being the dominant

landcover.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The area encompasses two fingers of countryside which reach into the north western corner of Bradford, providing

valuable green space and habitat for wildlife.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Outdoor recreation is a key land use across the area, with extensive areas of semi-natural woodland and parkland

utilised for this purpose, in particular golf courses.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Includes a large proportion of Cottingley and the edge of Nab Wood which both extend into the Airedale Valley below,

otherwise settlement is limited to occasional farmsteads and hamlets.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The mixed plantation of Cottingley Wood Estate forms a large-scale, unifying feature in the landscape, which is

prominent in views from within, and towards, the LCA.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Though rural and tranquil in its more enclosed parts, the LCA is surrounded by urban settlement with large pylons and

utility infrastructure apparent, particularly in the Cottingley Beck valley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The road network is limited to B-roads and minor roads, which often traverse steep inclines.
	Figure 3.178: 
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	Figure 3.178: 
	Example photos from LCA H1


	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure 3.179: 
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	Figure 3.179: 
	Topography of LCA H1










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Frequent woodland providing structure and a degree of enclosure. 
	 
	Long distance views from valley sides.


	 
	 
	 
	Gently undulating topography and a mix of woodland, urban influences

and pasture.


	 
	Distinctive views down into the Airedale Valley.


	 
	 
	 
	Overhead electricity lines can be seen on horizon. 
	 
	Looking north east across important recreational area of Chellow

Dene.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA forms a rough t-shape, centred on the shallow valley of Cottingley Beck which rises steadily east and west

towards Heaton and Cottingley respectively. The valley floor rises from approximately 100m AOD at its lowest point east

of Cottingley to approximately 208m AOD at Heaton Allotments.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The central valley of the LCA, Cottingley Beck, sits on bedrock of the Pennine Lower Coal Measure Formation. To the

east and west of the valley, the underlying bedrock is sandstone, with Millstone Grit Yeadonian sandstone outcrops

present at Cottingley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down into loamy and clayey acidic soils. The soils impede drainage and are seasonally wet. On higher

ground in the east of the LCA the loamy soils are freely draining.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is heavily influenced by glacial erosion, with overflow channels occurring at Cottingley Beck and Noon

Nick/Nailor Rough where the Cullingworth-Cottingley Lake drained into the Bradford Lake during the last Ice Age. These

channels are unique to the Bradford area within West Yorkshire.
	Figure 3.180: 
	Figure 3.180: 
	Figure 3.180: 
	Natural heritage of LCA H1







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA is well wooded, the largest area being the mixed plantation of Cottingley Wood Estate (Ancient Replanted

Woodland) which occupies the steep valley side in the north west of the area.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Broadleaved riparian tree cover is extensive, concentrated in the steep wooded valleys of Chellow Dean, Heaton Royds

and Northcliffe Wood. These Ancient, Semi-Natural Woodlands provide important wildlife corridors and habitat for a variety

of flora and fauna.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Wooded parkland (golf courses), small woods and shelter belts on higher ground and hedgerow trees in small pockets of

pasture land all contribute to tree cover across the LCA forming a relatively connected habitat network.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Much of the deciduous woodland across the LCA is listed on Natural England’s Priority Habitat Inventory and has been

designated as local wildlife sites including Black Hills; Hazel Beck; West of Shipley High Moor; Miles Rough; Noon Nick;

Heaton Woods, Northcliffe Woods and Old Spring Wood; and Chellow Dean Woods and Reservoir.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Chellow Dean woodland is important for populations of all three native woodpeckers, and the waterways contain a variety

of fish including roach, perch, bream, carp, eels and pike.
	Figure 3.181: 
	Figure 3.181: 
	Figure 3.181: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA H1







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are small pockets of pasture land within the LCA, mainly focused in the shallow valley of Cottingley Beck. These

pockets are continuous with the larger area of mixed upland pasture in the adjacent E1 Thornton Upland Pasture to the

south west. Small-scale, rectilinear field patterns are well defined by gritstone walls and, to a lesser extent, hedgerow

trees.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are areas of flatter more enclosed, tree-lined pasture elevated above the steep wooded river valleys, at Heaton

Royds and to the north of Chellow Dean.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Outdoor recreation is a key land use across the area, with former areas of parkland now utilised as three golf courses:

Northcliffe Golf Club and the Express Golf Centre in the east, and West Bradford Golf Club in the south. The manicured

grassland, ornamental planting and parkland trees of the area’s golf courses are somewhat congruent with adjacent

pockets of enclosed pasture.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Land use in the LCA is also influenced by its close proximity to Bradford, with the large Chellow Dean Reservoirs and

Chellow Heights Water Works located in the southern finger of the area, between Allerton and Heaton.
	Figure 3.182: 
	Figure 3.182: 
	Figure 3.182: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA H1







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The pastoral parts of the LCA possess a moderate sense of historic continuity due to the presence of traditional gritstone

walls and occasional vernacular farmsteads and hamlets. However, these enclosed pasture lands are found only in small

pockets. In more open areas such as the shallow valley of Cottingley Beck, historic character has been lost due to the

presence of modern settlement, roads and infrastructure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a scattering of listed buildings across the LCA, mainly vernacular farm buildings in pockets of enclosed pasture

land concentrated at Heaton Royds and Heaton Shay, as well as New Close between Nab Wood and Cottingley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Due to the difficulty in developing the steep wooded valleys in the LCA, they have remained relatively unchanged for many

centuries, with the exception of Chellow Dean, which was dammed to create Chellow Dene Reservoirs in the mid-19th

century.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Though mixed plantation woodlands such as Cottingley Wood Estate have been subject to greater change in the course of

management, felling and replanting than the more natural wooded valleys, the site has a long history of woodland cover,

which defines the skyline in this LCA and in parts of the Airedale Valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The parkland landscapes of the area’s two golf courses which lie adjacent to its wooded valleys, are long standing.

Northcliffe Golf Club was established in 1896 and West Bradford Golf Club in 1900. The Northcliffe Golf Club along with

Northcliffe Woods and Norman Rae Playing Fields formed part of the Northcliffe Estate.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Woodland along Cottingley Beck, adjacent to Cottingley Moor Road, is associated with the true story about two young

girls, who in 1917, convinced the world that they had photographed fairies at the bottom of their garden. The hoax was not

discovered until many years later.


	Figure 3.183: 
	Figure 3.183: 
	Figure 3.183: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA H1







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Settlement in the LCA includes a large proportion of Cottingley, and the southern extent of Nab Wood and Moorhead

which descend down the steep slopes of the Airedale Valley onto the valley floor.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Due to the high concentration of woodland and parkland in the LCA, rural settlement is limited. However, there are

occasional farmsteads and small hamlets, such as New Brighton and Heaton Shay amongst pockets of pasture land.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The central valley of Cottingley Beck acts as the primary transport corridor through the LCA, with a number of B-roads

such as the B6269 traversing the steep slopes and valley bottom to link up with the A650 in the Airedale Valley. The minor

road of Shay Lane crosses the steep slopes of Heaton Wood to provide access to the pasture and parkland to the north.
	Figure 3.184: 
	Figure 3.184: 
	Figure 3.184: 
	Access and recreation of LCA H1







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area is well served by a public rights of way network which provides access to its woodland, parkland, pasture, and

numerous local wildlife sites.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The area provides a valuable natural resource that extends two green fingers into the north western edge of Bradford. This

is evidenced in the widespread recreational use of the LCA in the form of golf courses, playing fields, woodland reserves,

fishing ponds and allotments.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The upper of the two Chellow Dene Reservoirs is a fishing lake.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Blackhills Scout Campsite is located in the large, mixed plantation of Cottingley Wood Estate.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Higher ground at the edge of the Heaton plateau affords fairly long distance views towards Cottingley and into the broad,

settled valley of Airedale beyond. Large pylons are prominent in these views which accentuate the developed nature of the

landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	East of the B6269, the area has a more enclosed, tranquil, rural character due to the high frequency of woodland and

parkland and the absence of any B-roads and large pylons.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	The bold pattern of woodland emphasises variations in the landform, giving a strong structure to the landscape. In general,

the wooded valleys are viewed in the landscape as bold, dark green blocks of trees which run along the stream valleys.

These areas have a very enclosed character from within.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In comparison to the wooded valleys, shelterbelts and small groupings of broadleaved woodland, Cottingley Wood Estate

is a very bold, large-scale, unifying feature in the landscape with no subdivision. It is an enclosing feature which limits and

defines views in the vicinity.
	Figure 3.185: 
	Figure 3.185: 
	Figure 3.185: 
	Location of LCA H2





	  
	H2. Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Clayton Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes LCA comprises a number of small river valleys that descend eastwards

from the Thornton and Queensbury plateau to converge on Clayton Beck. The LCA represents a transition from the elevated

upland pasture to the west and extends fairly deeply into the urban core of Bradford between the historically rural settlements of

Clayton and Allerton. Riparian woodland is abundant along the various watercourses with gritstone walls and tree-lined pasture

occupying the valley sides. The landscape character contrasts with the exposed upland plateau to the west and the lower-lying

urban core of Bradford to the east, for which it acts as a rural hinterland.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A series of wooded valleys that draw down eastwards from the Thornton and Queensbury plateau and converge on

the central valley of Clayton Beck.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Agricultural land dominates the LCA in the form of improved grassland, reflecting the poor quality acidic soils.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Field patterns are small-medium scale and well-defined by both drystone walls and hedgerows, reflecting piecemeal

and strip enclosure.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Some notable areas of woodland provide important semi-natural habitat and recreational value.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Riparian woodland provides structure and texture to the landscape, helping to delineate the modest becks that run

along the valley floors.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Views along the pastoral Clayton Valley provide a strong sense of place, with notable architectural landmarks such as

Thornton Viaduct adding historic character to the landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ An extensive public rights of way network provides access to the area’s pasture lands and wooded valleys, some of

which are designated as local wildlife sites.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Despite proximity to Bradford, the area retains its character as a rural hinterland that extends into the urban core.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Enclosed, intimate wooded valleys are sequestered from surrounding settlement and transport corridors and are

tranquil in nature.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The enclosed and partly wooded nature of the valley, in conjunction with characteristic drystone walls and long�distance views from the elevated valley sides, creates a distinct sense of place very different from the urban area to

the east or the open plateau to the west.
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	Figure 3.186: 
	Example photos from LCA H2
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	Figure 3.187: 
	Figure 3.187: 
	Figure 3.187: 
	Topography of LCA H2










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Folds of the valley with the Thornton viaduct widely visible. 
	 
	Pastoral valley slopes with drystone walls in mixed condition.


	 
	 
	 
	Settlement of Thornton is distinctive on horizon. 
	 
	Small-scale piecemeal field pattern of pasture.


	 
	 
	 
	Horse pasture common throughout. 
	 
	Church of St James key feature on skyline.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology is primarily mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Pennine Lower Coal Formation and a

combination of Elland Flag, 48 Yard Rock and 80 Yard Rock sandstone.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There are occasional alluvial deposits along the area’s watercourses as well as glacio-fluvial deposits in the Pitty Beck

valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying geology and superficial deposits have resulted in low-fertility loamy and clayey soils, which are primarily

freely draining, though in the valley head south of Thornton and along much of Pitty Beck the soils impede drainage and

are seasonally wet.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The topography is characterised by narrow, steep valleys which slope eastwards from the Thornton and Queensbury

plateau from a high point of approximately 320m AOD to converge on the broader, shallow valley of Clayton Beck which

descends to approximately 130m AOD at its eastern extents. A spur of landform on which the eastern extent of Thornton

is situated divides the upper valleys of the Pitty Beck and Pinch Beck.
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	Figure 3.188: 
	Natural heritage of LCA H2







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Semi-natural habitat is predominantly provided by broadleaf woodland blocks and tree belts throughout the area, in

particular riparian woodland. There are limited substantial blocks of woodland, but tree cover is scattered throughout.

Priority habitat for deciduous woodland tends to be concentrated in the steep furrows of the stream valleys upper extents.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Notable areas of woodland include Bull Greave Beck in the east, Birks Wood in the west (which is recognised as Ancient

Woodland) and Pitty Beck at Broom Hill, all of which have been designated as local wildlife sites. Bull Greave Beck and

Pitty Beck have wetland habitats which support a range of wildlife.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Over 60 species of birds have been recorded along the Pitty Beck valley, including finches and warblers, heathland scrub

birds and waders.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a small area of traditional orchard priority habitat adjacent to Clayton Beck, south of Leaventhorpe.
	Figure 3.189: 
	Figure 3.189: 
	Figure 3.189: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA H2







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Agricultural land dominates the LCA in the form of improved grassland, reflecting the poor quality acidic soils. They are

often heavily grazed, with little species diversity. Horse pasture is common throughout.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Field patterns are generally small-medium scale and well-defined by drystone walls and occasional hedgerows, the latter

more common at lower elevations. Rectilinear strip enclosure is present on the valley sides of Clayton Beck while in the

steeper tributary valleys such as Pitty Beck and High Birks Beck piecemeal enclosure of former moorland has resulted in

more irregular field patterns.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a fairly high density of farms, most with 17th or 18th century origins, for example Dye Royd Farm south of

Thornton. These farmsteads are connected by a network of historic green lanes, many of which are not formal parts of the

road network.
	Figure 3.190: 
	Figure 3.190: 
	Figure 3.190: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA H2







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	This rural area possesses a moderate sense of historic character due to the combination of distinctive, historic field

patterns defined by traditional drystone walls and the presence of traditional vernacular farmsteads in sympathetic

settings, such as the Grade II* Listed Leaventhorpe Hall and Grade II Listed Upper Green Farmhouse and Barn in the

Pitty Beck valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The LCA includes the southern half of the Thornton Conservation Area, consisting of a series of wooded ornamental

gardens extending down the valley side towards Pinch Beck. Buildings at the southern edge of Thornton contribute to the

historic character of the landscape, such as the 17th Century Grade II* Listed Thornton Hall and the Grade II Listed Church

of St James, which is a key feature in views from the Clayton Beck valley.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A large, disused sandstone quarry in the east of the LCA serves as a reminder of the role that quarrying and extraction

has played in shaping the landscape, with disused collieries and shafts scattered throughout.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Other reminders of the area’s industrial past include Thornton Viaduct which forms a prominent architectural feature as it

crosses the head of Pinch Beck, and an ornate brick chimney stack on the valley side above Hole Bottom Beck, a remnant

of the Clayton Fireclay Works.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The large Scholemoor Cemetery at the eastern edge of the LCA is a Grade II Registered Park and Garden. Mature trees

line its central avenue and its boundary, which merges with the heavily wooded Bull Greave Beck immediately to the west.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Thornton has literary associations as the birthplace of the Brontë sisters, whose father, Rev Patrick Brontë became the

incumbent of St James Chapel in 1815. Now known as the ‘Old Bell Chapel’, the ruins of the chapel are a Grade II Listed

Building.


	Figure 3.191: 
	Figure 3.191: 
	Figure 3.191: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA H2







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The relatively complex landform and steep valley sides have limited settlement across the LCA, providing a break between

the urban sprawl of Bradford and historically rural settlements such as Thornton.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	With the exception of Chat Hill and School Green which form the eastern extent of Thornton, settlement across the area is

limited to occasional farmsteads scattered throughout pastural land.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A limited network of roads converges on the edge of Thornton, linking the surrounding settlements of Allerton, Thornton

and Clayton. The busiest road in the area is Thornton Road (B6145) which travels west from Bradford, between the Pitty

Beck and Clayton Beck valleys.
	Figure 3.192: 
	Figure 3.192: 
	Figure 3.192: 
	Access and recreation of LCA H2







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	An extensive public rights of way network provides access from Thornton and the edge of Bradford to the area’s pasture

lands and wooded valleys, some of which are designated as local wildlife sites. The right of way and lane network is

historic and links traditional farmsteads throughout the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Brontë Way long distance walking route crosses the valley of the Clayton Beck, passing the Ruins of the Chapel of St

James.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Great Northern Railway Trail and National Cycle Route 69 cross over Thornton Viaduct. When completed, the Great

Northern Railway Trail will extend 10km between Cullingworth and Queensbury.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	A number of recreational playing fields are located adjacent to Beckfoot Thornton School, with fine views over the Clayton

Beck valley.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Despite its proximity to Bradford, the small valleys, field patterns and gritstone walls of traditional pasture all contribute to a

sense that the area retains its rural character, distinct from the exposed plateau to the west and the urban core to the east.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the Clayton Beck valley, the overriding impression is of open, sloping fields and riparian woodland charting the course

of Clayton Beck. The spire of St James’ Church and Thornton Viaduct form notable architectural features in the landscape.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	In views to the west, large pylons and wind turbines in the E1: Thornton Mixed Upland Pasture LCA form prominent

vertical features on the skyline.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The steeper, wooded tributary valleys such as Pitty Beck, High Birks Beck and Hole Bottom Beck have a more intimate,

enclosed character than Clayton Beck. A sense of tranquillity is greatest in these valleys, relatively sequestered from

surrounding settlement and the busy Thornton Road (B6145).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Dark skies are limited due to the proximity of the area to Bradford.
	Figure 3.193: 
	Figure 3.193: 
	Figure 3.193: 
	Location of LCA H3





	  
	H3. Royds Hall Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes


	Location, Context and Summary


	The Royds Hall Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes comprises the heavily wooded eastern side of Royds Hall Beck Valley

and adjacent farmland at the south western corner of Bradford. The area encompasses higher ground to the east both of the

Coley Beck valley and the settlement of Norwood Green in neighbouring Calderdale. The long wooded valley of Royds Hall

Beck dominates the area. Long distance views are generally available beyond the woodland fringe to Calderdale from the

elevated valley sides. At Lower Wyke, woodland cover is less dominant and largely confined to field boundaries, ceding to

enclosed pasture. This area reflects a shift in landscape character, transitioning from the more exposed character of the

Bradford District into the lower lying, deeply incised fringes of the Calderdale Valley.


	 
	Figure
	  
	Key Characteristics


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Sloping north to south, the landscape is bounded to the west by the incised river valley of Royds Hall Beck, providing

an important rural fringe to Bradford.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Acidic, low-fertility soil and steep slopes has restricted farming to pockets of enclosed pasture.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Well defined piecemeal enclosure surrounding Lower Wyke Conservation Area provides a sense of time-depth and

provides a rural setting for the medieval farming settlement.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Royds Hall Manor House has played an important role in shaping the physical and cultural landscape. Its former

grounds were subject to piecemeal enclosure and in the Victorian era its woodlands were landscaped as public

gardens.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The large area of deciduous woodland along Royds Hall Beck (referred to as Judy Woods) provides valuable semi�natural habitat and has high recreational value.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ With the exception of Lower Wyke, the area contains no settlements, with just a few scattered farmstead buildings, but

it shares a boundary with the Bradford urban fringe which influences the wider character.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ There is a limited road network, with only a few minor roads providing local access. Major roads skirt the area,

including the A58 which briefly passes through Lower Wyke.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A connected network of public rights of way and lanes traverses the area’s woodland, parkland and pasture, providing

access from surrounding settlements such as Low Moor and Wyke into the rural fringe landscape.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Long range views towards Calderdale from higher elevations, often framed by Judy Woods which forms a distinctive

and important green edge to the district boundary.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Tranquillity and dark skies are limited due to the proximity of Bradford.
	Figure 3.194: 
	Figure 3.194: 
	Figure 3.194: 
	Example photos from LCA H3
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	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure 3.195: 
	Figure 3.195: 
	Figure 3.195: 
	Topography of LCA H3










	  
	 
	 
	 
	Pastoral fields standing above Royds Hall Beck and Judy Woods. 
	 
	Close association with urban edge.


	 
	 
	 
	Rural character remains around Royds Hall Manor House and farm. 
	 
	Park Dam and the urban edge of Low Moor.


	 
	 
	 
	Sense of elevation above Calderdale District to the south west. 
	 
	Pylons and the urban fringe of Bradford influence wider character.
	Landscape Character


	 
	Figure
	Geology, Soils, Topography and Drainage


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The underlying bedrock comprises mudstone, siltstone and sandstone of the Lower Pennine Coal Measure Formation, as

well as Clifton Rock Sandstone. Ironstone nodules are found within the bedrock. The underlying coal measure geology

has informed a different character to much of the wider Bradford District which is predominantly gritstone.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These rocks break down into low fertility acidic soils. The predominant soil type is a seasonally wet loamy and clayey soil

with impeded drainage and a smaller area of freely draining loamy soil in the vicinity of Royds Hall.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is a small area of soft landslip adjacent to Royds Hall Beck and close to Royds Hall Great Wood.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Royds Hall Beck flows north to south along an incised wooded valley at the western edge of the area. The stream has

eroded a small gorge and a waterfall has formed where harder sandstones overlay softer rock. Wyke Beck and some

other minor watercourses are present in the south of the area. Royds Hall Dam forms the only large body of water.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The landform broadly dips north to south from a high point of approximately 226m AOD at Royds Hall Great Wood to a low

point of approximately 100m south of Lower Wyke.
	Figure 3.196: 
	Figure 3.196: 
	Figure 3.196: 
	Natural heritage of LCA H3







	 
	Figure
	Semi-natural Habitats and Tree Cover


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is some significant woodland cover in the area, mainly focused around the incised lower valley sides of Royds Hall

Beck. The woodland is known collectively as Judy Woods and includes North Brow Wood, Royds Hall Great Wood,

Jagger Park Wood, Gannerthorpe Wood, Old Hanna Wood and Low Wood. The entirety is classed as Ancient Woodland

and Priority Habitat and has been designated as a local wildlife site (Judy Woods and Judy Woods Complex).



	◼ 
	◼ 
	These woodlands, most of which were probably re-planted during the Victorian era, consist mainly of deciduous species,

including large areas of beech and sycamore woodland within Low Wood. The tree cover is generally dense and the

woodland consequently has well defined edges due to their even age structure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Judy Woods provides important semi-natural habitat. Four species of bats have been recorded in the woods, as well as a

variety of bird species, including the green and greater spotted woodpecker, jackdaw, nuthatch, tawny owl, and seasonal

visitors such as chiffchaff, willow warbler and blackcap.
	Figure 3.197: 
	Figure 3.197: 
	Figure 3.197: 
	Priority habitat inventory of LCA H3







	 
	Figure
	Land Use and Field Patterns


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Land use comprises a combination of woodland, parkland and some areas of enclosed pasture, the most significant being

at Lower Wyke.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Field patterns around Royds Hall are a result of assarted and piecemeal enclosure, some of which formerly constituted the

private grounds of the Hall. Some boundary loss has occurred resulting in larger fields. An area of enclosed pasture at

Lower Wyke is more coherent, with a smaller scale field pattern and little boundary loss since piecemeal enclosure.

Boundaries are defined by drystone walls and or/hedgerows, which tend to be sparse and are often reinforced by post and

wire fencing.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The grasslands in the area are agriculturally improved and have little ecological value. Silage crops are taken off the

grasslands around Royds Hall. Much of the enclosed pasture is grazed, mainly by cattle. Livery stables are also a feature.
	Figure 3.198: 
	Figure 3.198: 
	Figure 3.198: 
	Historic landscape classification and cultural heritage of LCA H3







	 
	Figure
	Cultural and Historic Landscape Character


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The Grade II* Listed Royds Hall originates from 1640 and is one of the best surviving manor houses in the Bradford area.

The Low Moor Iron Company bought the estate during the 18th century and it became the residence of their Chief

Technologist, Rev Joseph Dawson, until his death in 1813. The estate, Royds Hall Farm, also includes stables, coach

house, barn and late 18th century court room as well as estate cottages know as Horse Close to the south of the Hall.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the Victorian era the woodlands around Royds Hall Beck were landscaped for use as public gardens and planted with

beech trees, which still make up much of the woodlands composition today.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Coal was mined for centuries around Royds Hall Beck and remains of bell pits can be found nearby. There are also

scattered areas of collier spoil, two disused railway sidings and the site of an old ironworks. Iron smelting was an important

local industry.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Lower Wyke Conservation Area is located amongst the enclosed pasture in the south of the LCA and includes the Grade

II* Listed Old Manor House on Lower Wyke Lane.
	Figure 3.199: 
	Figure 3.199: 
	Figure 3.199: 
	Cultural heritage of LCA H3







	 
	Figure
	Settlement and Transport Pattern


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	There is limited settlement within the LCA, although the urban edge of Bradford is a dominant feature in the east of the

area. There are occasional farmsteads in the pasture land east of Judy Woods including Woodside Farm.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The village of Lower Wyke is the only distinct settlement within the LCA. Due to the traditional architecture, organic

development pattern, wooded lanes and gardens, it is well integrated into the surrounding landscape of enclosed pasture.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Due to the relatively continuous areas of woodland, recreational parkland and pasture, the road network is limited, with

only a few minor roads providing local access. The A641 and A58 which fringe Wyke pass briefly through the south of the

LCA as does the Calder Valley Railway Line.
	Figure 3.200: 
	Figure 3.200: 
	Figure 3.200: 
	Access and recreation of LCA H3







	 
	Figure
	Access and Recreation


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	A connected network of public rights of way and lanes traverses the area’s woodland, parkland and pasture, providing

access from surrounding neighbourhoods within Bradford such as Low Moor and Wyke into the wider landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Judy Woods is very well used for walking and other informal recreation. It is owned and managed by the City of Bradford

Metropolitan District Council, and a community group established in 2002, The Friends of Judy Woods, promotes public

interest, responsible use and conservation of the woods.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Royds Hall Dam is a recreational fishing lake, with access administered via the Bradford Angling Association.




	Views and Perceptual Qualities


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The sloping landform in the LCA means that views are generally oriented away from Bradford into neighbouring

Calderdale.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In the wooded parts of the LCA such as Judy Woods, views are very enclosed and result in a perception of intimacy and

enclosure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	In external views, Judy Woods comprises a narrow uneven woodland strip forming a distinctive and important green edge

to the district boundary, which is highly visible from the surrounding area. The woodland often frames outward long range

views across Calderdale from higher elevations such as High Fernley Road.

	◼ 
	◼ 
	Around Lower Wyke, the well-defined pasture fields with grazing cattle, woodland, and traditional architecture in the village

contribute to a rural scene that belies its proximity to Bradford.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Due to the proximity of the LCA to Bradford night blight is fairly widespread though some darker skies are available in the

vicinity of Judy Woods. Tranquillity is also limited due to the proximity of settlement and transport corridors and is highest

in and around Judy Woods.


	  
	Pressures and Forces for Change – LCT H: Urban Edge Wooded Valleys and Slopes


	Climate Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Climate change is expected to result in periods of very sudden and significant rainfall, potentially causing flooding issues

particularly within the narrow valleys.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	The becks which traverse this LCT although small, are a key part of the character of the area, supporting belts of riparian

vegetation. Climate change is anticipated to increase periods of drought in summer months, which may result in lower

water levels and damage riparian vegetation.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H1: Woodland vegetation concentrated along small becks at Northcliffe Woods, Heaton Royds and Chellow Dene.



	– 
	– 
	H3: Judy Woods close to Royds Hall Beck.







	Agricultural Change


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Changes in agricultural subsidies will have uncertain impacts on agriculture within this LCT. The effects could include

reducing the presence of traditional characteristic drystone walls if funding for their maintenance is reduced.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Intensive horse grazing on the urban edge has caused poaching and soil compaction. Increasing development and

population could push grazing closer to river edges, damaging riverbanks and increasing sedimentation in water courses.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H2: Clayton Beck and Pitty Beck have a lack of riparian vegetation to buffer the rivers from erosion.







	Development


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	The proximity to Bradford increases the pressure for development within this LCT. This includes residential, industrial and

road infrastructure.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	New development could impact on areas of accessible greenspace close to the large urban settlement of Bradford which

offer recreational value, as well as key views to and from historic and designated features.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H1: Development on Nab Wood Middle School informal greenspace site.



	– 
	– 
	H1: New developments along the eastern edge of Cottingley may potentially impact on important views to and from

the WHS.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Some existing settlements retain the sense of separation from the expanding conurbation of Bradford, with open

landscape enhancing this sense of separation. Development could reduce these important open gaps.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H1: The south eastern flank of Cottingley Beck separates Cottingley from the north western expansion to Heaton and

Daisy Hill on the northern edge of Bradford.



	– 
	– 
	H2: Thornton is on more elevated landform perched above the valleys of Clayton Beck and Pitty Beck.



	– 
	– 
	H3: Lower Wyke is currently well integrated into the landscape by trees.







	Habitat Management and Environmental Initiatives


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Introduction of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and habitat banking related to Biodiversity Net Gain could alter

the existing character through landscape-scale habitat creation and enhancements including management changes in

some areas. Such changes should take into consideration the key characteristics of the landscape and seek to build upon

and enhance character.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Habitat connectivity along water courses could be impacted by a general trend of deteriorating river condition in England.

These river courses are important for retaining biodiversity close to the city.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H1: Cottingley Beck and small becks around Chellow Dene, Royds Cliffe Wood and Northcliffe Woods.



	– 
	– 
	H2: Pitty Beck and Clayton Beck.



	– 
	– 
	H3: Royds Hall Beck forming the western border of the LCA.




	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increase in tree planting could obscure characteristic pattern of drystone walls on higher ground.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increasing development, including creation of roads, could impact on remaining natural habitats and connectivity,

particularly across the deciduous woodland within this LCT.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H1: Connectivity between Royds Cliffe Woods and Northcliffe Woods, and towards Chellow Dene further west.



	– 
	– 
	H3: Continuous extent of woodland at Judy Woods.







	Heritage at Risk


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Thornton Conservation Area is on the Heritage at Risk Register, where it is identified as being in a ‘very bad’ condition and

‘deteriorating’.




	Tourism, Recreation and Access Pressure


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased pressure on recreational assets close to the larger settlements could impact the diversity and quality of

landscapes.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H3: Recreation pressure on Judy Woods.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Increased popularity of ‘wild swimming’ resulting in increased use of reservoirs for this purpose.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H1: Chellow Dene Reservoirs have become a valued spot for wild swimming, despite prohibition of swimming in the

reservoirs.







	Pollution, Littering and Anti-social Behaviour


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Enclosed woodland with limited sightlines and close to more populated areas could become sites of anti-social behaviour

and fly tipping, reducing their recreational role. In addition, recreational sites are often managed by ‘Friends of’ groups

which can be an uncertain type of management over the long term.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H1: Friends of Northcliffe and Friends of Chellow Dean undertake management including litter picks and emptying

bins.



	– 
	– 
	H3: Friends of Judy Woods is already affected by rubbish dumping and vandalism of drystone walls. Whilst the active

‘Friends of’ group deal with these issues, this type of management is not secured over the long term.







	Guidance


	◼ 
	◼ 
	◼ 
	Encourage ‘slow-the-flow’ natural flood management techniques, particularly within the steep-sided river valleys, to reduce

flood risk and enhance natural habitats.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Enhance native riparian vegetation, including with drought tolerant species, natural grassland and rushes.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H2: Create vegetation buffers along Clayton and Pitty Becks.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Manage extent of horse pasture and grazing, particularly on steep slopes.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Conserve and enhance the characteristic field pattern and retain and repair drystone walls, in the local style and with local

material.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Integrate native tree species and woodland areas within new development to provide connectivity and integrate

development into the landscape.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	Avoid development within river valleys, which form linear natural corridors separating the sprawling urban development.


	– 
	– 
	– 
	H2: Around Thornton is particularly sensitive due to the conservation area designation.






	◼ 
	◼ 
	Support community involvement in management of woodland sites to ensure longevity of management and resilience to

cope within increasing visitor numbers.



	◼ 
	◼ 
	If demand for golf courses reduces, consider exploring opportunities for bringing these into public ownership, increasing

accessible open spaces within proximity to Bradford.
	3.2 
	3.2 
	3.2 
	Within the urban area of the City of Bradford there are open landscapes which have been preserved from development for

various reasons. These landscapes are important in separating different localities; maintaining the identity of historic villages or

hamlets which have been absorbed into the urban area; and providing a range of health and well-being benefits to local

residents.



	3.3 
	3.3 
	These large areas should be treated as potentially valuable areas of distinct landscape character in their own right. Their

character is not of lesser value due to being surrounded by built form. The LCAs within LCT H: Urban Edge Wooded Valleys

and Slopes have key qualities in common with these swathes of open landscape albeit the swathes within the urban area are

entirely landlocked by urban development. LCT H comprises a series of valleys which extend into the urban area of Bradford

and are often largely surrounded by development, providing easy access to substantial open green space. Their open character

should be respected and factored into conservation, management and development decisions.


	3.4 
	3.4 
	3.4 
	An example of a large swathe of open landscape within the city of Bradford is the wider area around Idle Hill, Wrose Hill

and Gaisby Hill. Forming part of the southern valley side of the Airedale Valley, this area consists of a mix of steep slopes, belts

of deciduous woodland and a field pattern of surveyed and piecemeal enclosure. It provides a recreational asset to the

surrounding residential area and breaks up the wider urban form. It is prominent in views from the northern side of the Airedale

Valley.


	Figure 3.201: 
	Figure 3.201: 
	Figure 3.201: 
	Example photos from Idle Hill, Wrose Hill and Gaisby Hill
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	C.1 
	C.1 
	This appendix provides an overview of feedback gathered from consultation, pertaining to the landscape characteristics

and pressures within Bradford district. A ‘live’ consultation workshop was undertaken, with consultees from various

organisations including CBMDC and Natural England, among others. This workshop was conducted online via Teams and used

Miro, a digital platform that allows simultaneous viewing and collaboration, and encourages input from large numbers of people.

Maps with the draft outline landscape character areas (but grouped by landscape character type) were prepared for discussion,

along with draft key characteristics for each of the character areas. The consultees were invited to contribute verbally and

through ‘sticky posts’, as to their experience and knowledge of the areas. An example slide is shown in Figure 1 below.


	Figure C.1: 
	Figure C.1: 
	Figure C.1: 
	Example slide from Miro, showing comments of key characteristics located on a map






	C.2 
	C.2 
	During the consultation workshop, the proposed landscape character types (LCT) were grouped based on similar

characteristics for simplicity. These groupings are as follows; moorland and moorland fringe, valleys, and the more urban

Bradford periphery. The workshop was roughly split into two parts; a discussion of the valued characteristics of each of the

landscape types, and a discussion of forces for change on the landscape. Commentary and findings from the workshop are

summarised in Table A.1 and Table A.2 below. These then informed our consideration of key characteristics, as well as the

pressures and forces for change and associated guidance.


	Table C.1: 
	Table C.1: 
	Table C.1: 
	Valued characteristics


	Table C.2: 
	Table C.2: 
	Table C.2: 
	Forces for change






	Figure C.2: 
	Figure C.2: 
	Example slide from Miro, showing general forces for change comments






	C.3 
	C.3 
	Consultees included individuals from the CBMDC, government agencies, and other local parishes and councils.

Organisations and individual roles of those invited to the consultations are listed in Table A.2 below. Of these, invitees who were

able to attend are shown highlighted in green.


	Table C.3: 
	Table C.3: 
	Table C.3: 
	Consultation invitees






	C.4 
	C.4 
	In addition to the consultation workshop, there was a request for feedback sent to the parish, town and village councils

within the district. As in the Miro workshop, key characteristics and proposed character areas were provided, although only for

the LCA which were relevant for the respective councils. Feedback and commentary is presented below in Table A.4, and a list

of councils that were contacted is listed in Table A.5. This feedback assisted in the refinement of LCA/LCT boundaries, and the

consideration of key characteristics and pressures and forces for change.


	Table C.4: 
	Table C.4: 
	Table C.4: 
	Council commentary













	Principles Applying to Open Landscape within Urban Areas


	Open Landscape in Urban Area Example: Idle Hill, Wrose Hill and Gaisby Hill


	 
	 
	 
	Pylons and mast at Idle Hill. 
	 
	Network of PRoW across the wooded slopes.


	 
	 
	 
	Elevated views towards urban form of Bradford. 
	 
	Some vernacular properties enhance the rural qualities.
	-


	-
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	Appendix B


	Glossary
	 
	 

	Term 
	Term 
	Term 
	Term 
	Term 

	Definition


	Definition




	Term 
	Term 
	Term 

	Definition


	Definition




	Term 
	Term 
	Term 

	Definition


	Definition




	Term 
	Term 
	Term 

	Definition


	Definition




	Term 
	Term 
	Term 

	Definition


	Definition





	Aesthetic 
	Aesthetic 
	Aesthetic 
	Aesthetic 

	Concerning the visual appeal of an feature or landscape.


	Concerning the visual appeal of an feature or landscape.




	Amenity 
	Amenity 
	Amenity 

	A feature that increases attractiveness or value.


	A feature that increases attractiveness or value.




	AOD 
	AOD 
	AOD 

	Above Ordnance Datum (sea level).


	Above Ordnance Datum (sea level).




	AONB 
	AONB 
	AONB 

	Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – a statutory national landscape designation.


	Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – a statutory national landscape designation.




	Ancient woodland 
	Ancient woodland 
	Ancient woodland 

	Woods that are believed to have been continuous woodland cover since at least 1600

AD.


	Woods that are believed to have been continuous woodland cover since at least 1600

AD.




	Alluvium 
	Alluvium 
	Alluvium 

	Loose soil or sediments, which has been eroded, reshaped by water in some form,

and redeposited in a non-marine setting.


	Loose soil or sediments, which has been eroded, reshaped by water in some form,

and redeposited in a non-marine setting.




	Arable 
	Arable 
	Arable 

	The growing of crops.


	The growing of crops.




	Assart 
	Assart 
	Assart 

	The informal enclosure of private farmland by encroachment into woodland or heath /

areas of medieval woodland clearance.


	The informal enclosure of private farmland by encroachment into woodland or heath /

areas of medieval woodland clearance.




	Assets 
	Assets 
	Assets 

	A feature that has value. A heritage asset might be a building, monument, site, place,

area or landscape identified as having a degree of significance meriting consideration

in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest.


	A feature that has value. A heritage asset might be a building, monument, site, place,

area or landscape identified as having a degree of significance meriting consideration

in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest.




	Attributes (valued) 
	Attributes (valued) 
	Attributes (valued) 

	Positive features and characteristics that are important to landscape character.


	Positive features and characteristics that are important to landscape character.




	Biodiversity 
	Biodiversity 
	Biodiversity 

	The measure of the variety of organisms present in different ecosystems.


	The measure of the variety of organisms present in different ecosystems.




	Bronze Age 
	Bronze Age 
	Bronze Age 

	A characterised by the use of , , and other early

features of urban .


	A characterised by the use of , , and other early

features of urban .


	time period 
	time period 

	bronze
	bronze

	proto-writing
	proto-writing

	civilization
	civilization




	Built form 
	Built form 
	Built form 

	The characteristic nature of built development.


	The characteristic nature of built development.




	Carbon sequestration 
	Carbon sequestration 
	Carbon sequestration 

	The capturing, removal and storage of carbon dioxide (CO2) from the earth's

atmosphere.


	The capturing, removal and storage of carbon dioxide (CO2) from the earth's

atmosphere.




	CHEGD fungi 
	CHEGD fungi 
	CHEGD fungi 

	Certain grasslands (typically unimproved or ancient) support fungi groups, including

Clavariods, Hygrocybe, Entoloma, Geoglossum, and Dermoloma.


	Certain grasslands (typically unimproved or ancient) support fungi groups, including

Clavariods, Hygrocybe, Entoloma, Geoglossum, and Dermoloma.




	Characteristic 
	Characteristic 
	Characteristic 

	A distinctive element of the landscape that contributes to landscape character for

instance a particular hedgerow pattern or sense of tranquillity.


	A distinctive element of the landscape that contributes to landscape character for

instance a particular hedgerow pattern or sense of tranquillity.




	Clayey 
	Clayey 
	Clayey 

	Clay soils.


	Clay soils.




	Condition 
	Condition 
	Condition 

	A judgement on the intactness and condition of the elements of the landscape.


	A judgement on the intactness and condition of the elements of the landscape.




	Coniferous woodland 
	Coniferous woodland 
	Coniferous woodland 

	Woodland comprised of coniferous trees often having needle like leaves. They are

usually evergreen.


	Woodland comprised of coniferous trees often having needle like leaves. They are

usually evergreen.




	Common land 
	Common land 
	Common land 

	Common land is land that is owned by one party over which another party has certain

rights. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 extends public rights of access to

all registered common land in England and Wales.


	Common land is land that is owned by one party over which another party has certain

rights. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 extends public rights of access to

all registered common land in England and Wales.




	Copse(s) 
	Copse(s) 
	Copse(s) 

	A small group of trees.


	A small group of trees.




	Craggy slopes 
	Craggy slopes 
	Craggy slopes 

	Uneven or rough slopes.


	Uneven or rough slopes.




	Deciduous woodland 
	Deciduous woodland 
	Deciduous woodland 

	Woodland where the majority of tree lose their leaves at the end of the growing

season.


	Woodland where the majority of tree lose their leaves at the end of the growing

season.




	Ecology 
	Ecology 
	Ecology 

	The study of organisms and how they interact with the environment around them.


	The study of organisms and how they interact with the environment around them.




	Ecosystem 
	Ecosystem 
	Ecosystem 

	A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical environment.


	A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical environment.




	Ecosystem services 
	Ecosystem services 
	Ecosystem services 

	The direct and indirect contributions ecosystems (known as natural capital) provide for

human wellbeing and quality of life. This can be in a practical sense, providing food

and water and regulating the climate, as well as cultural aspects such as reducing

stress and anxiety.


	The direct and indirect contributions ecosystems (known as natural capital) provide for

human wellbeing and quality of life. This can be in a practical sense, providing food

and water and regulating the climate, as well as cultural aspects such as reducing

stress and anxiety.




	Enclosure 
	Enclosure 
	Enclosure 

	The placing in private hands of land to which their was previously common rights; the

merging of strip fields to form a block surrounded by hedges.


	The placing in private hands of land to which their was previously common rights; the

merging of strip fields to form a block surrounded by hedges.




	Floodplain 
	Floodplain 
	Floodplain 

	The area that would naturally be affected by flooding if a river rises above its banks,

or high tides and stormy seas cause flooding in coastal areas.


	The area that would naturally be affected by flooding if a river rises above its banks,

or high tides and stormy seas cause flooding in coastal areas.




	Fluvial erosion 
	Fluvial erosion 
	Fluvial erosion 

	The detachment of material of the river bed and the sides.


	The detachment of material of the river bed and the sides.




	Forces for change 
	Forces for change 
	Forces for change 

	These are both positive and negative factors that are known to or have potential to act

on the landscape, including agricultural management issues, policy and development

pressures.


	These are both positive and negative factors that are known to or have potential to act

on the landscape, including agricultural management issues, policy and development

pressures.




	Geodiversity 
	Geodiversity 
	Geodiversity 

	The variety of rocks, minerals, fossils, landforms, sediments and soils in an area,

together with natural processes, such as erosion and landslips, that may still be

active.

 
	The variety of rocks, minerals, fossils, landforms, sediments and soils in an area,

together with natural processes, such as erosion and landslips, that may still be

active.

 


	Geology 
	Geology 
	Geology 

	The study of the structure, evolution and dynamics of the Earth and its natural mineral

and energy resources.


	The study of the structure, evolution and dynamics of the Earth and its natural mineral

and energy resources.




	GIS 
	GIS 
	GIS 

	Geographic Information System.


	Geographic Information System.




	Glacial till drift 
	Glacial till drift 
	Glacial till drift 

	The name for all material of glacial origin found anywhere on land or at sea, including

sediment and large rocks.


	The name for all material of glacial origin found anywhere on land or at sea, including

sediment and large rocks.




	Glacial processes 
	Glacial processes 
	Glacial processes 

	The way that glaciers shape the land through processes of weathering, erosion,

transportation, and deposition.


	The way that glaciers shape the land through processes of weathering, erosion,

transportation, and deposition.




	Green belt 
	Green belt 
	Green belt 

	An area of open land around a city, on which building is restricted.


	An area of open land around a city, on which building is restricted.




	Habitat 
	Habitat 
	Habitat 

	The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism.


	The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism.




	Heathland 
	Heathland 
	Heathland 

	A shrubland habitat found mainly on free-draining infertile, acidic soils, characterised

by open, low-growing woody vegetation.


	A shrubland habitat found mainly on free-draining infertile, acidic soils, characterised

by open, low-growing woody vegetation.




	Historic Landscape

Characterisation (HLC)


	Historic Landscape

Characterisation (HLC)


	Historic Landscape

Characterisation (HLC)



	HLC can be used to help secure good quality, well designed and sustainable places.

It is a method of identification and interpretation of the varying historic character within

an area that looks beyond individual heritage assets as it brigades understanding of

the whole landscape and townscape into repeating HLC Types.
	HLC can be used to help secure good quality, well designed and sustainable places.

It is a method of identification and interpretation of the varying historic character within

an area that looks beyond individual heritage assets as it brigades understanding of

the whole landscape and townscape into repeating HLC Types.


	Horsiculture 
	Horsiculture 
	Horsiculture 

	Development of farmland for horses and equestrianism.


	Development of farmland for horses and equestrianism.




	Hydrology 
	Hydrology 
	Hydrology 

	The science dealing with the occurrence, circulation, distribution, and properties of the

waters of the earth and its atmosphere.


	The science dealing with the occurrence, circulation, distribution, and properties of the

waters of the earth and its atmosphere.




	Intact/ Intactness 
	Intact/ Intactness 
	Intact/ Intactness 

	Not changed or diminished.


	Not changed or diminished.




	Land cover 
	Land cover 
	Land cover 

	The surface cover of the land, usually expresses in terms of vegetation cover or lack

of it.


	The surface cover of the land, usually expresses in terms of vegetation cover or lack

of it.




	Landform 
	Landform 
	Landform 

	The shape and form of the land surface which has resulted from combinations of

geology, geomorphology, slope, elevation and physical processes.


	The shape and form of the land surface which has resulted from combinations of

geology, geomorphology, slope, elevation and physical processes.




	Landscape 
	Landscape 
	Landscape 

	The European Landscape Convention (a Council of Europe not EU instrument)

defines landscapes as:


	The European Landscape Convention (a Council of Europe not EU instrument)

defines landscapes as:


	‘an area perceived by people whose character is the result of the action and

interaction of natural and/or human factors’

 
	Refers primarily to the visual appearance of the land, including its shape, form, and

colours, also encompassing a range of other dimensions including geology,

topography, soils, ecology, archaeology, landscape history, land use, architecture,

and cultural associations.




	Landscape and Visual Impact

Assessments (LVIA)


	Landscape and Visual Impact

Assessments (LVIA)


	Landscape and Visual Impact

Assessments (LVIA)



	A tool to help identify and assess the significance of and the effects of changes that a

proposed development would make on the landscape and on people’s visual amenity

or views they enjoy. LVIA applies to projects that require an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) under the EIA Regulations.


	A tool to help identify and assess the significance of and the effects of changes that a

proposed development would make on the landscape and on people’s visual amenity

or views they enjoy. LVIA applies to projects that require an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) under the EIA Regulations.




	Landscape and visual appraisals

(LVA)


	Landscape and visual appraisals

(LVA)


	Landscape and visual appraisals

(LVA)



	A tool to help identify and assess the changes that a proposed development would

make on the landscape and on people’s visual amenity or views they enjoy. Similar to

an LVIA but there is no requirement to make judgements on significance.


	A tool to help identify and assess the changes that a proposed development would

make on the landscape and on people’s visual amenity or views they enjoy. Similar to

an LVIA but there is no requirement to make judgements on significance.




	Landscape character 
	Landscape character 
	Landscape character 

	The distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements that occurs consistently

in a particular landscape and how these are perceived. It reflects particular

combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and human settlement.


	The distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements that occurs consistently

in a particular landscape and how these are perceived. It reflects particular

combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and human settlement.




	Landscape Character Assessment

(LCA)


	Landscape Character Assessment

(LCA)


	Landscape Character Assessment

(LCA)



	The process of identifying and describing variation in the character of the landscape.

It seeks to identify and explain the unique combination of elements and landscape

features.


	The process of identifying and describing variation in the character of the landscape.

It seeks to identify and explain the unique combination of elements and landscape

features.




	Landscape character areas (LCA) 
	Landscape character areas (LCA) 
	Landscape character areas (LCA) 

	Single unique areas that are the discrete geographical area of a particular landscape

type.


	Single unique areas that are the discrete geographical area of a particular landscape

type.




	Landscape character types (LCT) 
	Landscape character types (LCT) 
	Landscape character types (LCT) 

	Distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogenous in character. They are

generic in nature in that they may occur in different areas in different parts of the

country, but share broadly similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage

patterns, vegetation, historic land use and settlement pattern.


	Distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogenous in character. They are

generic in nature in that they may occur in different areas in different parts of the

country, but share broadly similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage

patterns, vegetation, historic land use and settlement pattern.




	Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 
	Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 
	Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 

	a process that assesses the robustness of landscape character and the visual

resource to a defined change, or change, normally a form of development.


	a process that assesses the robustness of landscape character and the visual

resource to a defined change, or change, normally a form of development.




	Landscape value 
	Landscape value 
	Landscape value 

	The relative value that is attached to different landscapes. In a policy context the

usual basis for recognising certain highly valued landscapes is through the application

of a local or national landscape designation. Yet a landscape may be valued by

different communities of interest for many different reasons without any formal

designation, recognising, for example, perceptual aspects such as scenic beauty,

tranquillity or wildness; special cultural associations; the influence and presence of
	The relative value that is attached to different landscapes. In a policy context the

usual basis for recognising certain highly valued landscapes is through the application

of a local or national landscape designation. Yet a landscape may be valued by

different communities of interest for many different reasons without any formal

designation, recognising, for example, perceptual aspects such as scenic beauty,

tranquillity or wildness; special cultural associations; the influence and presence of


	other conservation interests; or the existence of a consensus about importance, either

nationally or locally.


	TD
	other conservation interests; or the existence of a consensus about importance, either

nationally or locally.


	other conservation interests; or the existence of a consensus about importance, either

nationally or locally.




	Landmark 
	Landmark 
	Landmark 

	An object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen and recognized from a

distance, especially one that enables someone to establish their location.


	An object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen and recognized from a

distance, especially one that enables someone to establish their location.




	Loamy 
	Loamy 
	Loamy 

	Soil composed mostly of sand and silt, and a smaller amount of clay.


	Soil composed mostly of sand and silt, and a smaller amount of clay.




	Local Plan 
	Local Plan 
	Local Plan 

	A development plan prepared by local planning authorities.


	A development plan prepared by local planning authorities.




	Medieval 
	Medieval 
	Medieval 

	Relating to the Middle Ages.


	Relating to the Middle Ages.




	Millstone Grit 
	Millstone Grit 
	Millstone Grit 

	The name given to any of a number of coarse-grained sandstones of Carboniferous

age.


	The name given to any of a number of coarse-grained sandstones of Carboniferous

age.




	Mitigation 
	Mitigation 
	Mitigation 

	Measures which are proposed to prevent, reduce or offset adverse effects.


	Measures which are proposed to prevent, reduce or offset adverse effects.




	Muirburn 
	Muirburn 
	Muirburn 

	Heather burning. The ‘traditional’ practice of burning vegetation (usually to promote

new growth) and is mainly associated with managing land for grouse shooting, deer

management or for sheep farming.


	Heather burning. The ‘traditional’ practice of burning vegetation (usually to promote

new growth) and is mainly associated with managing land for grouse shooting, deer

management or for sheep farming.




	Naturalness 
	Naturalness 
	Naturalness 

	The quality or state of being natural.


	The quality or state of being natural.




	National Character Area (NCA) 
	National Character Area (NCA) 
	National Character Area (NCA) 

	National Character Area – defined within the National Character Area Study, Natural

England (2013) - NCAs divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each is defined

by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity, history, and cultural

and economic activity.

 
	National Character Area – defined within the National Character Area Study, Natural

England (2013) - NCAs divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each is defined

by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity, history, and cultural

and economic activity.

 


	Open Access Land 
	Open Access Land 
	Open Access Land 

	The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act) normally gives a public

right of access to land mapped as ‘open country’ (mountain, moor, heath and down)

or registered common land. These areas are known as ‘open access land’.


	The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act) normally gives a public

right of access to land mapped as ‘open country’ (mountain, moor, heath and down)

or registered common land. These areas are known as ‘open access land’.




	OS 
	OS 
	OS 

	Ordnance Survey.


	Ordnance Survey.




	Outcrop 
	Outcrop 
	Outcrop 

	A rock formation that is visible on the surface.


	A rock formation that is visible on the surface.




	Parish 
	Parish 
	Parish 

	A small administrative district typically having its own church and a priest or pastor.


	A small administrative district typically having its own church and a priest or pastor.




	Pastoral/ pasture 
	Pastoral/ pasture 
	Pastoral/ pasture 

	Land used for keeping or grazing sheep or cattle.


	Land used for keeping or grazing sheep or cattle.




	Peaty 
	Peaty 
	Peaty 

	A mossy accumulation of compressed decaying plant material.


	A mossy accumulation of compressed decaying plant material.




	Perceptual 
	Perceptual 
	Perceptual 

	The ability to interpret or become aware of something through the senses.


	The ability to interpret or become aware of something through the senses.




	Plateau 
	Plateau 
	Plateau 

	An area of fairly level high ground.


	An area of fairly level high ground.




	Poaching 
	Poaching 
	Poaching 

	The damage caused to grass turf or sward by the feet of livestock.


	The damage caused to grass turf or sward by the feet of livestock.




	Prehistoric 
	Prehistoric 
	Prehistoric 

	The period before written records.


	The period before written records.




	Protect 
	Protect 
	Protect 

	Strategy where the emphasis is conservation of existing character and of particular

features that contribute to this character.


	Strategy where the emphasis is conservation of existing character and of particular

features that contribute to this character.




	Remnant 
	Remnant 
	Remnant 

	A part or quantity left after the greater part has been used, removed, or destroyed.


	A part or quantity left after the greater part has been used, removed, or destroyed.




	Rocky outcrops 
	Rocky outcrops 
	Rocky outcrops 

	Visible exposures of bedrock or other geological formations at the surface of the Earth

/ large areas of rock sticking out of the ground.


	Visible exposures of bedrock or other geological formations at the surface of the Earth

/ large areas of rock sticking out of the ground.




	Rural 
	Rural 
	Rural 

	Relating to or characteristic of the countryside.
	Relating to or characteristic of the countryside.


	Scheduled Monument 
	Scheduled Monument 
	Scheduled Monument 

	Nationally important s or historic buildings, given protection against

unauthorised change.


	Nationally important s or historic buildings, given protection against

unauthorised change.


	archaeological site
	archaeological site




	Sense of Place 
	Sense of Place 
	Sense of Place 

	A person’s perception of a location’s indigenous characteristics, based on the mix of

uses, appearance and context that makes a place memorable.


	A person’s perception of a location’s indigenous characteristics, based on the mix of

uses, appearance and context that makes a place memorable.




	Sensitivity 
	Sensitivity 
	Sensitivity 

	A judgement of how sensitive or vulnerable a landscape component is to change.


	A judgement of how sensitive or vulnerable a landscape component is to change.




	Settlement pattern 
	Settlement pattern 
	Settlement pattern 

	The shape or pattern of settlement such as nucleated, linear or dispersed.


	The shape or pattern of settlement such as nucleated, linear or dispersed.




	Skyline 
	Skyline 
	Skyline 

	The outline of something such as a range of hills, ridge or group of buildings seen

against the sky.


	The outline of something such as a range of hills, ridge or group of buildings seen

against the sky.




	SSSI 
	SSSI 
	SSSI 

	Site of Special Scientific Interest.


	Site of Special Scientific Interest.




	Strength of character 
	Strength of character 
	Strength of character 

	A judgement on how distinctive and recognisable the pattern is that defines the

character of the landscape. This includes the combination of physical and cultural

attributes and the sense of place that they evoke.


	A judgement on how distinctive and recognisable the pattern is that defines the

character of the landscape. This includes the combination of physical and cultural

attributes and the sense of place that they evoke.




	Superficial deposits 
	Superficial deposits 
	Superficial deposits 

	Geological deposit from the Quaternary age, may include stream channel and

floodplain deposits. All pre quaternary deposits are known as bedrock.


	Geological deposit from the Quaternary age, may include stream channel and

floodplain deposits. All pre quaternary deposits are known as bedrock.




	Time depth 
	Time depth 
	Time depth 

	The time period expressed in the landscape, or the extent to which the landscape

reflects a certain time period (a landscape with greater time depth will comprise older

elements than a landscape with lesser time depth).


	The time period expressed in the landscape, or the extent to which the landscape

reflects a certain time period (a landscape with greater time depth will comprise older

elements than a landscape with lesser time depth).




	Topography 
	Topography 
	Topography 

	The arrangement of the natural and artificial physical features of an area or forms and

features of land surfaces.


	The arrangement of the natural and artificial physical features of an area or forms and

features of land surfaces.




	Valued attributes 
	Valued attributes 
	Valued attributes 

	Positive features and characteristics that are important to landscape character.


	Positive features and characteristics that are important to landscape character.




	Visually prominent 
	Visually prominent 
	Visually prominent 

	Conspicuous or readily noticeable.
	Conspicuous or readily noticeable.
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	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 

	Valued Characteristics – Commentary from Consultees


	Valued Characteristics – Commentary from Consultees




	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 

	Valued Characteristics – Commentary from Consultees


	Valued Characteristics – Commentary from Consultees




	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 
	Landscape Grouping 

	Valued Characteristics – Commentary from Consultees


	Valued Characteristics – Commentary from Consultees





	Moorland LCT and

Moorland Fringe LCT


	Moorland LCT and

Moorland Fringe LCT


	Moorland LCT and

Moorland Fringe LCT


	Moorland LCT and

Moorland Fringe LCT



	Numerous important cultural, historic, archaeological associations with the moors. These include the

prehistoric rock carvings and cairns, as well as the industrial aspects. These are more common on

the moors with fewer features found on the moorland fringes. As peat retreats there is uncertainty

over what will be found in the moorland fringes (potential conflict between moorland restoration and

archaeology).


	Numerous important cultural, historic, archaeological associations with the moors. These include the

prehistoric rock carvings and cairns, as well as the industrial aspects. These are more common on

the moors with fewer features found on the moorland fringes. As peat retreats there is uncertainty

over what will be found in the moorland fringes (potential conflict between moorland restoration and

archaeology).




	 
	 
	 

	Water within the moor/moorland fringe typology is hugely important for social, environmental, and

economic reasons. The amount of water the area was able to supply made Bradford an industrial

powerhouse. Additionally, the water provides important resources and services, such as water

quality and special habitats (found in the cloughs and becks especially). It is also an important draw

for people, allowing connectivity through the valleys.


	Water within the moor/moorland fringe typology is hugely important for social, environmental, and

economic reasons. The amount of water the area was able to supply made Bradford an industrial

powerhouse. Additionally, the water provides important resources and services, such as water

quality and special habitats (found in the cloughs and becks especially). It is also an important draw

for people, allowing connectivity through the valleys.




	 
	 
	 

	The historic Riddlesden Hall is on the River Aire, with important relics including forms of pasture

along the river. There is no bridge in the area although historic records indicate there once was one.


	The historic Riddlesden Hall is on the River Aire, with important relics including forms of pasture

along the river. There is no bridge in the area although historic records indicate there once was one.




	 
	 
	 

	Moors were often common land, with a right to roam afforded over the area. That association has

continued today, and the area is seen as one with a degree of public access that does not exist in

other areas of the district.


	Moors were often common land, with a right to roam afforded over the area. That association has

continued today, and the area is seen as one with a degree of public access that does not exist in

other areas of the district.




	 
	 
	 

	Habitat networks across the district are currently being mapped (by Countryside and Rights of Way

Team within BDC) and are key when looking at this typology, key for unique areas of biodiversity,

moorland habitat is a key priority.


	Habitat networks across the district are currently being mapped (by Countryside and Rights of Way

Team within BDC) and are key when looking at this typology, key for unique areas of biodiversity,

moorland habitat is a key priority.




	 
	 
	 

	Moorland edges (particularly with areas of unimproved species rich grassland) are important

supporting habitat for birds. The moorland is managed for declining bird species and flood resilience

(decreases peak flows).


	Moorland edges (particularly with areas of unimproved species rich grassland) are important

supporting habitat for birds. The moorland is managed for declining bird species and flood resilience

(decreases peak flows).




	 
	 
	 

	Open skies, expansive views and visual connections to neighbouring districts is an important aspect

of the moors. Looking at consistency across Bradford District to adjacent areas will be informative

(e.g. Calderdale assessment).


	Open skies, expansive views and visual connections to neighbouring districts is an important aspect

of the moors. Looking at consistency across Bradford District to adjacent areas will be informative

(e.g. Calderdale assessment).




	 
	 
	 

	Tranquil and quiet experience across the moors, except for bird call (auditory values). Reinforces

perception of remoteness and distinction from the valleys and urban areas.


	Tranquil and quiet experience across the moors, except for bird call (auditory values). Reinforces

perception of remoteness and distinction from the valleys and urban areas.




	 
	 
	 

	Extensive tranquillity and experience of dark night skies within the remote areas of the moors.


	Extensive tranquillity and experience of dark night skies within the remote areas of the moors.




	 
	 
	 

	ROW network is heritage in its own right - connecting settlements, illustrating past movement paths,

construction illustrates geology, and craft skills over time. An indelible and crucial component of the

Pennine landscape.


	ROW network is heritage in its own right - connecting settlements, illustrating past movement paths,

construction illustrates geology, and craft skills over time. An indelible and crucial component of the

Pennine landscape.




	 
	 
	 

	Good to see the importance of watercourses, becks, streams etc highlighted in the key

characteristics. Water is not only important resource for water quality etc but also as a draw for

people, creates connectivity especially within Aire Valley. Clough woodlands, links to special

habitats, these will be important to draw across to other areas as well.


	Good to see the importance of watercourses, becks, streams etc highlighted in the key

characteristics. Water is not only important resource for water quality etc but also as a draw for

people, creates connectivity especially within Aire Valley. Clough woodlands, links to special

habitats, these will be important to draw across to other areas as well.




	Valleys LCT 
	Valleys LCT 
	Valleys LCT 

	Character between the two Aire and Wharfe valleys is very different – Aire more industrial with its

canal, Wharfe is a spa town with a more rural feel through the valley.


	Character between the two Aire and Wharfe valleys is very different – Aire more industrial with its

canal, Wharfe is a spa town with a more rural feel through the valley.




	 
	 
	 

	Industrial features such as chimneys, mills, have become focal points or place markers within the

landscape. Saltaire still has many of its chimneys, and retains its grid pattern. Important visual

connections with the surrounding landscape to Saltaire. The rural setting to Saltaire is important.


	Industrial features such as chimneys, mills, have become focal points or place markers within the

landscape. Saltaire still has many of its chimneys, and retains its grid pattern. Important visual

connections with the surrounding landscape to Saltaire. The rural setting to Saltaire is important.




	 
	 
	 

	The Aire Valley around Saltaire is quite narrow, with views restricted north/south, so height becomes

important in the valley, with its chimneys forming focal points.


	The Aire Valley around Saltaire is quite narrow, with views restricted north/south, so height becomes

important in the valley, with its chimneys forming focal points.




	 
	 
	 

	Has been difficult to find archaeological remains in the river valleys, presumably because the old

settlement sites have been reused many times over.
	Has been difficult to find archaeological remains in the river valleys, presumably because the old

settlement sites have been reused many times over.


	 
	 
	 

	There is an increasing interest in waterways and growing community that cares about the rivers.

Areas such as Keighley and Bradford there is a large focus on water quality, bathing water. This

varies across the district depending on the impact of industrialisation/urbanisation.


	There is an increasing interest in waterways and growing community that cares about the rivers.

Areas such as Keighley and Bradford there is a large focus on water quality, bathing water. This

varies across the district depending on the impact of industrialisation/urbanisation.




	 
	 
	 

	Along the River Aire there are numerous naturalised areas that have great habitats.


	Along the River Aire there are numerous naturalised areas that have great habitats.




	 
	 
	 

	There are numerous Local Wildlife Sites dotted across the area as a whole, which should be

considered when thinking about allocations.


	There are numerous Local Wildlife Sites dotted across the area as a whole, which should be

considered when thinking about allocations.




	 
	 
	 

	Dramatic views out to the dales from the valley sides offer a different more stark landscape.


	Dramatic views out to the dales from the valley sides offer a different more stark landscape.




	 
	 
	 

	The transition from gritstone to limestone geological areas is evident in the landscape and buildings.


	The transition from gritstone to limestone geological areas is evident in the landscape and buildings.




	 
	 
	 

	The River Wharfe has natural meanders and bank erosion, important for sand martins kingfisher and

other riverine invertebrates.


	The River Wharfe has natural meanders and bank erosion, important for sand martins kingfisher and

other riverine invertebrates.




	 
	 
	 

	Along the northern edge of Rombalds Moor there are areas of pasture and small settlements,

beneath the moorland edge.


	Along the northern edge of Rombalds Moor there are areas of pasture and small settlements,

beneath the moorland edge.




	 
	 
	 

	Heritage tourist attractions along the Airedale corridor contribute to the economy of the District,

including the WHS at Saltaire, East Riddlesden Hall, and the prehistoric landscapes of Baildon

Moor.


	Heritage tourist attractions along the Airedale corridor contribute to the economy of the District,

including the WHS at Saltaire, East Riddlesden Hall, and the prehistoric landscapes of Baildon

Moor.




	 
	 
	 

	Big area of green blue space used for recreation near Esholt Hall. Opportunity for increase in habitat

and biodiversity as part of the Esholt estate development.


	Big area of green blue space used for recreation near Esholt Hall. Opportunity for increase in habitat

and biodiversity as part of the Esholt estate development.




	 
	 
	 

	Settlements are nested in valleys with multiple viewpoints from valley sides. Especially distinctive in

areas such as Gilstead Moor above Crow Nest and Priestthorpe in Bingley, and Druids Altar where

views from rock outcrops in heathland setting illustrate well the urban areas set in the valleys and

their wider landscape setting. Valued by locals and key to giving good access to open areas within

easy reach of towns.


	Settlements are nested in valleys with multiple viewpoints from valley sides. Especially distinctive in

areas such as Gilstead Moor above Crow Nest and Priestthorpe in Bingley, and Druids Altar where

views from rock outcrops in heathland setting illustrate well the urban areas set in the valleys and

their wider landscape setting. Valued by locals and key to giving good access to open areas within

easy reach of towns.




	 
	 
	 

	Mosaic of habitats, some moorland areas, woodland, pasture, interacting with one another and the

industrial and urban areas. Potential for wetland creation on valley floor - original pre-industrial river

course.


	Mosaic of habitats, some moorland areas, woodland, pasture, interacting with one another and the

industrial and urban areas. Potential for wetland creation on valley floor - original pre-industrial river

course.




	 
	 
	 

	Within the Aire, growing push to restore parts of the river due to its past use and degradation. Within

the Wharfe, there is interest in improving bathing water quality (historic spa town and has bathing

water designation). Potential in both valleys to improve.


	Within the Aire, growing push to restore parts of the river due to its past use and degradation. Within

the Wharfe, there is interest in improving bathing water quality (historic spa town and has bathing

water designation). Potential in both valleys to improve.




	 
	 
	 

	There is a risk of losing green spaces, or areas that could reduce flood risk in both valleys. ‘Future

proofing’ those areas by retaining the green space will be important.


	There is a risk of losing green spaces, or areas that could reduce flood risk in both valleys. ‘Future

proofing’ those areas by retaining the green space will be important.




	 
	 
	 

	The interface between rural and industrial is important here. There is a ‘frontier feel’ – if you go

north, you run into Scotland before you encounter the next big urban area. To the north beyond

Airedale, it’s just rolling moors and dales, with a sense of remoteness.


	The interface between rural and industrial is important here. There is a ‘frontier feel’ – if you go

north, you run into Scotland before you encounter the next big urban area. To the north beyond

Airedale, it’s just rolling moors and dales, with a sense of remoteness.




	Bradford Periphery/

Urban Fringe LCT


	Bradford Periphery/

Urban Fringe LCT


	Bradford Periphery/

Urban Fringe LCT



	The archaeological value of the area has not been fully realized/discovered as yet. There have been

some evidence of agricultural exploitation from the Bronze Age in the area around Allerton, which

changed the understanding of an archaeological threshold within the more urban areas.


	The archaeological value of the area has not been fully realized/discovered as yet. There have been

some evidence of agricultural exploitation from the Bronze Age in the area around Allerton, which

changed the understanding of an archaeological threshold within the more urban areas.




	 
	 
	 

	Pasture element has been key to that, with the migratory patterns of the shepherds (moving from

summer pastures up high, back down slopes at onset of winter).


	Pasture element has been key to that, with the migratory patterns of the shepherds (moving from

summer pastures up high, back down slopes at onset of winter).




	 
	 
	 

	Scattered medieval holdings in the area, bit nebulous with more dispersed settlement, akin to ‘little

islands’. Thornton has medieval elements, and estates such as Denholme and at Doe Park

Reservoir. Moving east it is a slightly different landscape, which is more difficult to travel through.
	Scattered medieval holdings in the area, bit nebulous with more dispersed settlement, akin to ‘little

islands’. Thornton has medieval elements, and estates such as Denholme and at Doe Park

Reservoir. Moving east it is a slightly different landscape, which is more difficult to travel through.


	 
	 
	 

	Historic iron industry in the area has all but vanished. Discovery of coal in the area (LCA H3)

allowed industry to flourish there, with mines, quarries, railways, tramways, other transit links built

around it, and helped make the case for Bradford’s inclusion in the canal route. Frequently these

historic/cultural elements were in the deep sided little valleys, which are areas seen as at risk today

from more modern development.


	Historic iron industry in the area has all but vanished. Discovery of coal in the area (LCA H3)

allowed industry to flourish there, with mines, quarries, railways, tramways, other transit links built

around it, and helped make the case for Bradford’s inclusion in the canal route. Frequently these

historic/cultural elements were in the deep sided little valleys, which are areas seen as at risk today

from more modern development.




	 
	 
	 

	The iron industry did not leave the imprint the textile industry has. More transient, and somewhat

consumed itself.


	The iron industry did not leave the imprint the textile industry has. More transient, and somewhat

consumed itself.




	 
	 
	 

	Areas of pasture in the Tong Valley are close to industrial Bradford, but are secluded and retain a

rural feel. Highly valued for recreation.


	Areas of pasture in the Tong Valley are close to industrial Bradford, but are secluded and retain a

rural feel. Highly valued for recreation.




	 
	 
	 

	Near Norwood Green, increased prevalence of hedgerows as field boundaries in comparison to the

other areas where drystone walls dominate. Opportunities for natural flood management in the steep

gullies.


	Near Norwood Green, increased prevalence of hedgerows as field boundaries in comparison to the

other areas where drystone walls dominate. Opportunities for natural flood management in the steep

gullies.




	 
	 
	 

	Near Thornton, stretches of watercourses open and in green space in a quite urban environment

before they become Bradford Beck which largely disappears from view due to being so heavily

culverted.


	Near Thornton, stretches of watercourses open and in green space in a quite urban environment

before they become Bradford Beck which largely disappears from view due to being so heavily

culverted.




	 
	 
	 

	Thornton obviously also historically significant to Bronte heritage - birthplace of the children before

they moved to Haworth. Would have played a key role in influencing their formative years and

emotional attachment to their environment.


	Thornton obviously also historically significant to Bronte heritage - birthplace of the children before

they moved to Haworth. Would have played a key role in influencing their formative years and

emotional attachment to their environment.




	 
	 
	 

	Historic ROW network prevalent in this area around Thornton also, walled routes mesh with the

landscape and environment. Visually and historically significant.


	Historic ROW network prevalent in this area around Thornton also, walled routes mesh with the

landscape and environment. Visually and historically significant.




	 
	 
	 

	Heaton Woods and Heaton Royds a ‘hidden gem’ of landscape and clusters of historic buildings,

ambience of time stood still very close to the urban area. Could easily be compromised by

incremental change.


	Heaton Woods and Heaton Royds a ‘hidden gem’ of landscape and clusters of historic buildings,

ambience of time stood still very close to the urban area. Could easily be compromised by

incremental change.
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	Pressures and Forces for Change – Commentary from Consultees
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	Moorland LCT and

Moorland Fringe LCT


	Moorland LCT and
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	Moorland LCT and

Moorland Fringe LCT



	Push to plant more trees and reduce grazing on moors. Could take place at scale if found to help

climate. Would alter character of moors.


	Push to plant more trees and reduce grazing on moors. Could take place at scale if found to help

climate. Would alter character of moors.




	 
	 
	 

	Areas where management for grouse has occurred, these areas of upland see more erosion, limited

diversity in vegetation. Hope to see more restoration done in these areas, engaging with landowners

and managers.


	Areas where management for grouse has occurred, these areas of upland see more erosion, limited

diversity in vegetation. Hope to see more restoration done in these areas, engaging with landowners

and managers.




	 
	 
	 

	Changing management in upland habitat would alter the structural diversity across the moors

(reducing grazing, ban on grouse shoots/muirburn). People looking up at the moorland more likely to

see trees on the lower slopes, and change in heather and grass habitats.


	Changing management in upland habitat would alter the structural diversity across the moors

(reducing grazing, ban on grouse shoots/muirburn). People looking up at the moorland more likely to

see trees on the lower slopes, and change in heather and grass habitats.




	 
	 
	 

	Visual and principle conflicts between the 'historic' or accepted landscape of bleak open moorlands,

against natural tree regeneration and re-wilding arguments. How are these debates arbitrated,

decided and by whom?


	Visual and principle conflicts between the 'historic' or accepted landscape of bleak open moorlands,

against natural tree regeneration and re-wilding arguments. How are these debates arbitrated,

decided and by whom?




	 
	 
	 

	Future management and mitigation on the back of the HRA SPD due to increased residential

development in the district – recreational pressures.


	Future management and mitigation on the back of the HRA SPD due to increased residential

development in the district – recreational pressures.




	 
	 
	 

	Natural tree regeneration along Ilkley Moor slopes, but greater recreational pressures from cyclists

especially. Moorland tops are slowly rewetting.
	Natural tree regeneration along Ilkley Moor slopes, but greater recreational pressures from cyclists

especially. Moorland tops are slowly rewetting.


	 
	 
	 

	Calderdale moorland fringe hosts internationally important CHEGD grassland fungi communities, it

is likely that Bradford has similar.


	Calderdale moorland fringe hosts internationally important CHEGD grassland fungi communities, it

is likely that Bradford has similar.




	 
	 
	 

	There is observed tipping/litter on rural urban fringe near reservoirs and upland roads between

Bradford and Calderdale.


	There is observed tipping/litter on rural urban fringe near reservoirs and upland roads between

Bradford and Calderdale.




	 
	 
	 

	Council has controlling interest in St Ives Estate. Historic Registered Landscape as a former country

estate. Potential proposals to develop as a Country Park. Would need careful management as

intensification of uses could impact landscape diversity and quality. Council's ongoing management

of the site needs to be mindful of landscape impacts.


	Council has controlling interest in St Ives Estate. Historic Registered Landscape as a former country

estate. Potential proposals to develop as a Country Park. Would need careful management as

intensification of uses could impact landscape diversity and quality. Council's ongoing management

of the site needs to be mindful of landscape impacts.




	 
	 
	 

	There are recent small scale applications for solar panels near Haworth.


	There are recent small scale applications for solar panels near Haworth.




	Valley LCT 
	Valley LCT 
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	Pressure for development in the setting and views into and out of the Saltaire WHS e.g. proposed

Local Plan sites in Baildon.


	Pressure for development in the setting and views into and out of the Saltaire WHS e.g. proposed

Local Plan sites in Baildon.




	 
	 
	 

	Cannot rely purely on upland areas for natural flood management. Need to consider existing green

corridors and spaces.


	Cannot rely purely on upland areas for natural flood management. Need to consider existing green

corridors and spaces.




	 
	 
	 

	Post-industrial / brownfield sites can provide biodiversity niches and link habitat corridors.


	Post-industrial / brownfield sites can provide biodiversity niches and link habitat corridors.




	 
	 
	 

	There has been 1 landmark chimney lost in Bingley in last 20 years, 3 remaining are crucial to sense

of place and identity and are landscape landmarks in need of protection.


	There has been 1 landmark chimney lost in Bingley in last 20 years, 3 remaining are crucial to sense

of place and identity and are landscape landmarks in need of protection.




	 
	 
	 

	Saltaire WHS Setting Survey aims to protect views out to rural setting, and views in to see Salts Mill

& grid pattern housing. Possible conflict between desire to do tree planting on urban rural fringes

and need to protect views to WHS.


	Saltaire WHS Setting Survey aims to protect views out to rural setting, and views in to see Salts Mill

& grid pattern housing. Possible conflict between desire to do tree planting on urban rural fringes

and need to protect views to WHS.




	 
	 
	 

	Some key views identified in 2012 near Bingley and Saltaire have now been lost by trees growing

taller, but perhaps other key views could be identified.


	Some key views identified in 2012 near Bingley and Saltaire have now been lost by trees growing

taller, but perhaps other key views could be identified.




	 
	 
	 

	There is a large Buffer Zone around Saltaire WHS and any new development at height could affect

views and the setting of WHS.


	There is a large Buffer Zone around Saltaire WHS and any new development at height could affect

views and the setting of WHS.




	 
	 
	 

	Recreational pressures are noted in the area north of Baildon Moor from mountain bikes – provision

as well as management needs thought.


	Recreational pressures are noted in the area north of Baildon Moor from mountain bikes – provision

as well as management needs thought.




	 
	 
	 

	Long distance routes e.g. Yorkshire Heritage Way links Bradford, Saltaire WHS, Fountains Abbey

WHS & Ripon – opportunities to improve route and landscaping. Good for tourism. Also Dales High

Way and others.


	Long distance routes e.g. Yorkshire Heritage Way links Bradford, Saltaire WHS, Fountains Abbey

WHS & Ripon – opportunities to improve route and landscaping. Good for tourism. Also Dales High

Way and others.




	 
	 
	 

	There is pressure for many new 5G poles across the area - might be a transient technology and

might affect rural and urban views. Wind energy pressure around Thornton and Keighley.


	There is pressure for many new 5G poles across the area - might be a transient technology and

might affect rural and urban views. Wind energy pressure around Thornton and Keighley.




	 
	 
	 

	Opportunity for connectivity for people near Riddlesden along River Aire - NT/ YW proposal for

Marley Country Park.


	Opportunity for connectivity for people near Riddlesden along River Aire - NT/ YW proposal for

Marley Country Park.




	 
	 
	 

	There is industrial pressure near Steeton Moor. Reuse of locations is preferable to new build.


	There is industrial pressure near Steeton Moor. Reuse of locations is preferable to new build.




	 
	 
	 

	There are urban pressures on the river environment along the River Aire – need for space for water

(as well as people and species).


	There are urban pressures on the river environment along the River Aire – need for space for water

(as well as people and species).




	 
	 
	 

	New housing developments need to consider lighting strategies, there is a general loss of dark sky

habitat near Burley in Wharfdale.


	New housing developments need to consider lighting strategies, there is a general loss of dark sky

habitat near Burley in Wharfdale.




	 
	 
	 

	Potential loss of green space due to development – loss of ability to provide room for watercourses

or address issues associated with climate change.
	Potential loss of green space due to development – loss of ability to provide room for watercourses

or address issues associated with climate change.


	Bradford Periphery/

Urban Fringe LCTs


	Bradford Periphery/

Urban Fringe LCTs
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	Small scale and permitted agricultural and small residential development. Potential for degradation

of the landscape.


	Small scale and permitted agricultural and small residential development. Potential for degradation

of the landscape.




	 
	 
	 

	Most historic and cultural areas at risk are within the urban area. A number of Conservation Areas at

risk.


	Most historic and cultural areas at risk are within the urban area. A number of Conservation Areas at

risk.




	 
	 
	 

	Land management pressures, including horses and lack of buffer for riparian areas on Clayton and

Pitty becks.


	Land management pressures, including horses and lack of buffer for riparian areas on Clayton and

Pitty becks.




	 
	 
	 

	Loss of character in semi-rural landscape due to development east of Thornton.


	Loss of character in semi-rural landscape due to development east of Thornton.




	 
	 
	 

	South Queensbury, areas of watercourse catchments that impact on flood risk in Calderdale.


	South Queensbury, areas of watercourse catchments that impact on flood risk in Calderdale.




	 
	 
	 

	Campaign to re-open historic tunnel near Queensbury, would help place making and green

transport.


	Campaign to re-open historic tunnel near Queensbury, would help place making and green

transport.




	 
	 
	 

	Brownfield land development in Wilsden area, on former mill sites e.g. Birkshead Mill site with new

housing visually intrusive in landscape. New housing in this wider area has been visually discordant

in past.


	Brownfield land development in Wilsden area, on former mill sites e.g. Birkshead Mill site with new

housing visually intrusive in landscape. New housing in this wider area has been visually discordant

in past.




	 
	 
	 

	Folly, historical visual links to St Ives Estate currently obstructed by plantation trees. Future

landscape and woodland management plans for the plantation? Could have major landscape

impacts.


	Folly, historical visual links to St Ives Estate currently obstructed by plantation trees. Future

landscape and woodland management plans for the plantation? Could have major landscape

impacts.




	 
	 
	 

	Near Cottingley, risk of development on informal but highly valued greenspaces e.g. Nab Wood

Middle school site.


	Near Cottingley, risk of development on informal but highly valued greenspaces e.g. Nab Wood

Middle school site.




	 
	 
	 

	Geological features of interest - glacial spillways at Noon Nick and in Shay Grange area can be

threatened by incremental change, visual change and physical disruption.


	Geological features of interest - glacial spillways at Noon Nick and in Shay Grange area can be

threatened by incremental change, visual change and physical disruption.




	 
	 
	 

	Flood risk in the valley bottom of the River Aire. Tributaries contributing to main river need more

space.


	Flood risk in the valley bottom of the River Aire. Tributaries contributing to main river need more

space.




	 
	 
	 

	Near East Bierley, industrial and suburban development will destroy present character due to their

scale. Closer grained and smaller scale would preserve.


	Near East Bierley, industrial and suburban development will destroy present character due to their

scale. Closer grained and smaller scale would preserve.




	 
	 
	 

	Increasing industrial sprawl and road infrastructure, and pressure from housing development could

impact on available green spaces/landscape character/biodiversity.


	Increasing industrial sprawl and road infrastructure, and pressure from housing development could

impact on available green spaces/landscape character/biodiversity.




	 
	 
	 

	Near Royds Hall, opportunities for connectivity with other woodland, nature based solutions for

habitat and biodiversity and Natural Flood Management.


	Near Royds Hall, opportunities for connectivity with other woodland, nature based solutions for

habitat and biodiversity and Natural Flood Management.




	 
	 
	 

	Historic transport routes will be lost/broken when could be reused between settlements.


	Historic transport routes will be lost/broken when could be reused between settlements.




	 
	 
	 

	Anti-social behaviour issues around Black Carr Woods, and lots of horse grazing.


	Anti-social behaviour issues around Black Carr Woods, and lots of horse grazing.




	 
	 
	 

	Ensuring that urban extensions safeguard the character and setting of the Registered Battlefield at

Adwalton Moor (which is at risk) and other designated heritage assets in its vicinity.


	Ensuring that urban extensions safeguard the character and setting of the Registered Battlefield at

Adwalton Moor (which is at risk) and other designated heritage assets in its vicinity.




	 
	 
	 

	Green belt infill, in Leeds and Bradford, altering character substantially. Pressure from urban creep

between Bradford & Leeds – need to maintain habitat corridors.


	Green belt infill, in Leeds and Bradford, altering character substantially. Pressure from urban creep

between Bradford & Leeds – need to maintain habitat corridors.




	Land Use/

Development –

General


	Land Use/

Development –

General


	Land Use/

Development –

General



	Increase in pony paddocks/stables across the slopes, with material change in the landscape due to

grazing changes and degradation.


	Increase in pony paddocks/stables across the slopes, with material change in the landscape due to

grazing changes and degradation.




	 
	 
	 

	Use “warm lighting” in developments to avoid harsh blue/white which is disturbing to

bats/invertebrates.
	Use “warm lighting” in developments to avoid harsh blue/white which is disturbing to

bats/invertebrates.


	 
	 
	 

	Pressure to achieve housing numbers, with impacts on rural valley setting.


	Pressure to achieve housing numbers, with impacts on rural valley setting.




	 
	 
	 

	Breaking down barriers between farming community and ecology community – needs a more

collaborative approach.


	Breaking down barriers between farming community and ecology community – needs a more

collaborative approach.




	 
	 
	 

	There is a demand for local stone and new small quarries, which would alter character.


	There is a demand for local stone and new small quarries, which would alter character.




	 
	 
	 

	Wind turbines should be sited away from woodland blocks and tree lines for protection of bats and

foraging habitat.


	Wind turbines should be sited away from woodland blocks and tree lines for protection of bats and

foraging habitat.




	 
	 
	 

	Pressures in more rural parts for further holiday type development - not always coming forward in a

sustainable way.


	Pressures in more rural parts for further holiday type development - not always coming forward in a

sustainable way.




	 
	 
	 

	Removal and undergrounding of overhead electricity cables would improve landscape experience

and visually.


	Removal and undergrounding of overhead electricity cables would improve landscape experience

and visually.




	Climate Change –

General


	Climate Change –

General


	Climate Change –

General



	Warming rivers impacting on species – need for shading and re-naturalising urban and rural

watercourses.


	Warming rivers impacting on species – need for shading and re-naturalising urban and rural

watercourses.




	 
	 
	 

	Making space for water is important for flood management (can bring multi benefits – green blue

spaces for people and wildlife).


	Making space for water is important for flood management (can bring multi benefits – green blue

spaces for people and wildlife).




	 
	 
	 

	The dams weirs etc. which cause flood risk are important historic industrial structures. In Sheffield

the noise of water coming over weirs was recognised as a way to experience them.


	The dams weirs etc. which cause flood risk are important historic industrial structures. In Sheffield

the noise of water coming over weirs was recognised as a way to experience them.




	 
	 
	 

	Invasive species being found further up watercourse catchments than before despite efforts to

treat/remove.


	Invasive species being found further up watercourse catchments than before despite efforts to

treat/remove.




	 
	 
	 

	Climate change and disease affecting trees - Oak processionary Moth and Ash dieback.


	Climate change and disease affecting trees - Oak processionary Moth and Ash dieback.




	Habitat Management

– General


	Habitat Management

– General


	Habitat Management

– General



	Uncertainty from landowners on support for more positive changes in land management. Important

that the change we would like to see in management (tree planting, restoration of habitat, access to

recreation) aligns with landowners business models. Positive change is happening, but we must be

realistic about pace, and need to see increase in support from government/Natural England.


	Uncertainty from landowners on support for more positive changes in land management. Important

that the change we would like to see in management (tree planting, restoration of habitat, access to

recreation) aligns with landowners business models. Positive change is happening, but we must be

realistic about pace, and need to see increase in support from government/Natural England.




	 
	 
	 

	Large areas of improved pasture with low biodiversity value, ‘shiny green’ character. Restoring these

areas where agricultural intensification has occurred will result in more structural diversity, larger

colour range, more floristically diverse with follow on benefits.


	Large areas of improved pasture with low biodiversity value, ‘shiny green’ character. Restoring these

areas where agricultural intensification has occurred will result in more structural diversity, larger

colour range, more floristically diverse with follow on benefits.




	 
	 
	 

	Nature Recovery providing a strategy for habitat restoration, focusing on uplands and into river

valleys. Biodiversity Net Gain funds will alter character through restored habitats.


	Nature Recovery providing a strategy for habitat restoration, focusing on uplands and into river

valleys. Biodiversity Net Gain funds will alter character through restored habitats.




	 
	 
	 

	South Pennines Park is seeking a new management model for undesignated landscapes which may

bring new opportunities for positive change especially regarding nature recovery, green economy

and health, wellbeing and access.


	South Pennines Park is seeking a new management model for undesignated landscapes which may

bring new opportunities for positive change especially regarding nature recovery, green economy

and health, wellbeing and access.




	Heritage at Risk –

General


	Heritage at Risk –

General


	Heritage at Risk –

General



	Archaeological sites at risk of inappropriate excavation, more public access.


	Archaeological sites at risk of inappropriate excavation, more public access.




	 
	 
	 

	Difficult balance between heritage / climate change, impact of turbines and solar panels.


	Difficult balance between heritage / climate change, impact of turbines and solar panels.




	 
	 
	 

	Loss of historic mill buildings and chimneys (many of which are non-designated) which form an

important element of/landmarks in the landscape.
	Loss of historic mill buildings and chimneys (many of which are non-designated) which form an

important element of/landmarks in the landscape.
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	Relevant LCA 
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	Relevant LCA 
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	Relevant LCA 

	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change


	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change




	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 

	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change


	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change




	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 

	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change


	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change




	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 

	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change


	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change




	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 

	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change


	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change




	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 
	Relevant LCA 

	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change


	Commentary – Key Characteristics and Pressures/Forces for Change





	A1 Rombalds Moor 
	A1 Rombalds Moor 
	A1 Rombalds Moor 
	A1 Rombalds Moor 

	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Would add SSSI SPA SAC international importance for ground nesting birds.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Popular moor walking destination, important historic landscape – moorlands with neolithic

rock carvings especially in a concentrated area. Carbon capture and storage capacity and

importance of blanket bog.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Substantial increase in erosion caused by unrestricted mountain biking.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Substantial groves of rhododendron invasive and non-native species.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Changes in grazing practices and increase in bracken requiring treatment of cutting to

prevent spread.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Tourism and littering.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Effect of fires reduction of wildlife.




	TR
	TD
	TD
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dog walking – need for licensing and registration of professional dog walkers for preventing

disturbance especially during bird breeding season.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Fly-tipping.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Increased leisure use and therefore need for increase in funding for ranger and countryside

services.






	B2 Cullingworth and

Haworth Moorland

Fringe


	B2 Cullingworth and

Haworth Moorland

Fringe


	B2 Cullingworth and

Haworth Moorland

Fringe



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agree with presented key characteristics.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The fact that Cullingworth is its own village with boundaries that define it. The views are

wonderful from the village and from elevated locations.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The habitat the heathland gives, is an asset. Cullingworth has a protected site for the rare

bee orchid and common spotted orchid and does have blue butterflies that thrive in that area.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Cullingworth has seen a large number of new dwellings built and being built. This has added

major strain to the infrastructure of the village, with schools and doctors unable to cope with

the increase in the population of the village. Plus lack of public transport.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ There is increasing pressure to build on the Green Belt which will affect the landscape plus

increased tourism and traffic.






	B3 Silsden and Baildon

Moorland Fringe


	B3 Silsden and Baildon

Moorland Fringe


	B3 Silsden and Baildon

Moorland Fringe



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The provided key characteristics section underplays the special character on the north

western fringes of Rombalds Moor.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The dramatic scarp slope of Rombalds Moor – with craggy outcrops and millstone grit

quarrying (mill stones are still visible).



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Extensive views, not just to Nidderdale ANOB but to the Upper Wharfe Valley and fells of the

Yorkshire Dales National Park.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Extensive and well used footpath network – linking to the YDNP.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Silsden is a popular walking and rambling area. This brings many visitors from across the

Bradford District and neighbouring local authorities to the town, with the accompanying

economic benefits. It also provides fabulous opportunities for local residents to improve their

general health and mental wellbeing.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Residents of Silsden also appreciate the historic and iconic views northwest across the town

to the Nab.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Residents of Silsden are concerned about the rate of development which is putting immense

pressure on local infrastructure and is also threatening the loss of a huge swathes of

countryside to the north west of the town.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Silsden Beck has also over the last few years become chocked with invasive Himalayan

Balsam. Climate change is having a dramatic effect on the frequency of rare weather events,

namely flooding, which has damaged roads and properties.






	C3 Harden Upland

Wooded River Valleys


	C3 Harden Upland

Wooded River Valleys


	C3 Harden Upland

Wooded River Valleys



	TD
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ General comment regarding LCA boundary: A part of LCA E1, the Wilsden Beck valley,

should be assigned to this LCA C3 as a spur leading south from the Harden Beck

Bridge/Bank Bottom area. The valley has the same key characteristics listed below and

similar spurs are included at Deep Cliff, Ellar Carr, Milking Holes Beck and Doe Park.




	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agree with presented key characteristics.




	TR
	TD
	TD
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The area is valued for its diversity and permeability by means of the footpaths and

bridleways network linking parkland, pasture and wooded valleys. Access to many parts is

possible for less physically abled people.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Fly-tipping has been a growing problem. Problem areas have little natural surveillance and

where there is vehicular access this results in repeat offending.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Goit Stock Waterfall, although only accessible on foot, has suffered in recent years from

littering and antisocial behaviour.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Diseases such as ash dieback have resulted in the loss of many trees by felling, especially

on the park land at St Ives. Monoculture planting and emergent new pests are likely to result

in further tree losses.






	D4 Middleton Woods

Steep Valley Sides


	D4 Middleton Woods

Steep Valley Sides


	D4 Middleton Woods

Steep Valley Sides



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agree with presented key characteristics.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Important to mention the beauty of the woods is characterised by the outstanding bluebells

on display in the Spring.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dramatic slopes and long-distance views, seasonally vibrant woodland.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Housing creep.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Too many people using woods off tracks – increased footfall and no designated paths – need

to create a few good paths.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Control of sycamore to be considered to protect bluebells?



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Mountain biking.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Need to more strongly enforce tree protections within Middleton Conservation Area as

Conservation Area status does not appear to provide extra protection for trees as expected.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Loss of gardens and views.






	E1 Thornton Upland

Pasture


	E1 Thornton Upland

Pasture


	E1 Thornton Upland

Pasture



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agreed with presented key characteristics.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Industrial heritage in the form of textile mills and associated mill cottages built of stone form

the core of the village settlements in this area and provide a reference vernacular. Old Delfs

and quarry spoil deposits have resulted from the underlying geology.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Pre-Industrial Revolution agricultural heritage is expressed in scattered farmsteads and

clusters of farm and fold cottages.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The urbanising influences are not considered a positive characteristic. Large electricity

pylons in particular are visually prominent in this LCA due to the siting of the Bradford West

high voltage substation. They do not help to give a distinctive sense of place, nor would any

distinctive sense of place be enhanced by further structures.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Thornton and Queensbury appear as skyline settlements on the plateau when viewed from

the south of the LCA but the skyline of Harrop Edge is open with sparse built form.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Distinctiveness and value are given by the sense of openness, height and open views across

the valleys to the upland pastures of surrounding hills and moorlands.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The tree cover is changing; tree planting is taking place as a mitigation of climate change

and development of the Forest of Bradford and the Queen’s canopy is introducing more trees




	into this upland landscape. Whilst the predominant nature of this landscape is, and should

remain, open pastureland, there is potential to introduce more small woods.


	TD
	into this upland landscape. Whilst the predominant nature of this landscape is, and should

remain, open pastureland, there is potential to introduce more small woods.


	into this upland landscape. Whilst the predominant nature of this landscape is, and should

remain, open pastureland, there is potential to introduce more small woods.


	into this upland landscape. Whilst the predominant nature of this landscape is, and should

remain, open pastureland, there is potential to introduce more small woods.


	into this upland landscape. Whilst the predominant nature of this landscape is, and should

remain, open pastureland, there is potential to introduce more small woods.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The biggest change is the loss of dairy farming. Farmhouses are being sold off and

separated from their land which is concentrating in the hands of fewer and fewer owners,

often non-farming estates and speculative owners.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The biggest pressure is likely to be housing along with electricity/telecommunications

infrastructure.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Wildlife displacement.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Concerns about air quality.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Concerns about health and well being.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Increase in the volume and speed of traffic.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Lack of infrastructure to support the over development.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Flooding.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Traffic congestion.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Pressure on local services i.e. schools, dentists, doctors etc.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Poor transport links.






	F1 Silsden Bowl Rolling

Enclosed Pasture


	F1 Silsden Bowl Rolling

Enclosed Pasture


	F1 Silsden Bowl Rolling

Enclosed Pasture



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Silsden is a popular walking and rambling area. This brings many visitors from across the

Bradford District and neighbouring local authorities to the town, with the accompanying

economic benefits. It also provides opportunities for local residents to improve their general

health and mental wellbeing.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Residents of the town are concerned about the rate of development which is putting

immense pressure on local infrastructure and is also threatening the loss of a huge swathes

of countryside to the north west of the town. The landscape will be lost and well used foot

paths routed onto tarmacked paths through housing estates, with impacts on the view of the

Nab.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Silsden Beck has also over the last few years become chocked with invasive Himalayan

Balsam. Climate change is having a dramatic effect on the frequency of rare weather events,

namely flooding, which has damaged roads and properties.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Together with the rapid overdevelopment of the town is set to cause further problems for

residents and beyond the town irreparable loss of local wildlife and their habitats.






	F2 Wharfedale Rolling

Enclosed Pasture


	F2 Wharfedale Rolling

Enclosed Pasture


	F2 Wharfedale Rolling

Enclosed Pasture



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agree with presented key characteristics.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Remnant population of pines within adjacent zones of SSSI.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dramatic slopes and long-distance views.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Seasonally vibrant woodland.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ In Addingham Parish the valley widens out and this is an attractive and more extensive area

of countryside, especially in the catchment of Lumb Beck and its tributaries, which drains a

large part of Addingham Moorside.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Well wooded steeply sided ghylls.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Many fine veteran field trees, and hedgerow remnants.




	TR
	TD
	TD
	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ A glacial meltwater channel running at right angles to the drainage, below The Street, a

remanent of the Roman Road from Ilkley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Notable areas of semi-improved flower rich pasture and hay meadows.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Several Local Wildlife Sites (Lumb Ghyll Woodland (plantation on ancient woodland), Far

Bank (woodland and hedgerows along and below The Street), Stegholes (wildflower rich

pasture, beck side woodland and hay meadow).



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Extensive views into the Yorkshire Dales National Park as well as to Nidderdale AONB.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Housing developments.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Ground water flooding.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Farmhouses, barns sold and renovated, agricultural holdings more fragmented.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Interest in tree planting, regenerative agriculture/rewilding among some smallholders.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Uncertainties over the agri/environment support system for landowners/farmers.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Invasives – esp Himalayan Balsam and Giant Hogweed. Addingham Environment Group

working with landowners to bring it under control.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Loss of hedgerows/dry stone walls due to lack of management.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Loss of veteran trees, ghyll woodland unprotected from grazing damage.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Climate change – more intensive rainfall events – soil erosion steeply sided unfenced becks.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Plastic pollution in becks.






	G1 Upper Airedale

Settled Valley Floor


	G1 Upper Airedale

Settled Valley Floor


	G1 Upper Airedale

Settled Valley Floor



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agree with presented key characteristics.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Silsden is a popular walking and rambling area. This brings many visitors from across the

Bradford District and neighbouring local authorities to the town, with the accompanying

economic benefits. It also provides fabulous opportunities for local residents to improve their

general health and mental wellbeing.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Residents of Silsden are concerned about the rate of development which is putting immense

pressure on local infrastructure and is also threatening the loss of a huge swathes of

countryside around the town.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Silsden Beck has also over the last few years become chocked with invasive Himalayan

Balsam.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Climate change is having a dramatic effect on the frequency of rare weather events, namely

flooding, which has damaged roads and properties.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ The land to the immediate north and south of the river Aire is designated a flood plain

however, there is concern that areas outside this designation will, in the future, become more

vulnerable to flooding events.






	G4 Wharfedale Settled

Valley Floor


	G4 Wharfedale Settled

Valley Floor


	G4 Wharfedale Settled

Valley Floor



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agree with presented key characteristics.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dominance of water on the valley floor.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Distinctive character of Ilkley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Feeding area for flocks of birds.




	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	TD
	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Substantial stands of Himalayan Balsam along the Wharfe (AEG is working with landowners

up and down stream).



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Dumping of rubble on steep wooded slopes by the river north west of Addingham towards

Farfield.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ More extreme weather events leading to more flooding of land and property.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Housing developments.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Ground water flooding.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Sewage pollution from developments higher up the valley.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Loss of key views due to development.






	H2 Clayton Urban

Edge Wooded Valleys

and Slopes


	H2 Clayton Urban

Edge Wooded Valleys

and Slopes


	H2 Clayton Urban

Edge Wooded Valleys

and Slopes



	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	Noted Key or Valued Characteristics:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Generally agree with presented key characteristics.






	 
	 
	 

	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	Noted Pressures or Forces for Change:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Wildlife displacement.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Concerns about air quality.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Concerns about health and well being.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Increase in the volume and speed of traffic.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Lack of infrastructure to support the over development.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Flooding.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Traffic congestion.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Pressure on local services i.e. schools, dentists, doctors etc.



	LI
	Lbl
	◼ Poor transport links (getting in and out the village is very disruptive).


	C.5 
	C.5 
	C.5 
	The below table lists out which of the Parish / Village / Town councils were contacted as part of the LCA consultation.

Highlighted rows are those that responded with comment.


	Table C.5: 
	Table C.5: 
	Table C.5: 
	Parish councils contacted for comment














	 
	Council Name


	Span
	Council Name



	Addingham Parish Council


	Baildon Town Council


	Bingley Town Council


	Burley Parish Council


	Clayton Parish Council


	Cullingworth Village Council


	Denholme Town Council


	Harden Village Council
	Haworth, Cross Roads & Stanbury Parish Council


	Ilkley Town Council


	Keighley Town Council


	Menston Parish Council


	Oxenhope Village Council


	Sandy Lane Parish Council


	Shipley Town Council


	Silsden Town Council


	Steeton with Eastburn Parish Council


	Wilsden Parish Council
	 





