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WELCOME
Foreword by Cllr Richard Dunbar
Hello everyone,
Welcome to Bradford District’s LGBTQ+ History
Month programme for 2022. As you will see
from the events listed we have an entertaining,
informative and radical programme of events.
We do hope as many of you as possible will get
involved and encourage others to do so as well.
The last year has been another challenging one
but we in the queer community are made of
strong stuff-we are resilient, we are supportive
and we know how to agitate for change.
The message this month is clear. Whilst things
are tough and we acknowledge that members
of the LGBTQ+ community might be in difficult
circumstances let it be known that you are not
alone-this programme will provide you with
different levels of support and please do reach
out to the organisations listed who can support
you in different ways.
This inspiring programme of events is the result
of hard work by many individuals, groups and
organisations who work tirelessly all year round
to ensure the voices of the lgbtq+ community
heard, our history celebrated and the struggles
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we face today challenged head on. Thank you
to everyone involved.
Our district has much to be proud of and
amongst the lgbtq+ community I see
innovators, leaders, creatives and people who
work hard to make the lives of others better on
a daily basis.
Bradford district really is a special place and we
are on the precipice of something special. We
are rewriting the narrative of what the outside
world sees, we can be rightfully proud of our
achievements and I strongly believe that our
UK City Culture bid for 2025 would be a game
changer. It would unleash our creative potential
on the world. Get involved!
Have an amazing month everyone.
With love, solidarity and hope,

Cllr Richard Dunbar
LGBTQ+ Champion

Bradford 2025 is proud to be part of the annual
celebration of LGBTQ+ History Month in
Bradford. We’re thrilled to support an exciting and
celebratory month, joining community groups,
schools, volunteers, activists, and organisations
from the private, public and third sectors to
inspire, engage and provoke conversation.

You can share your cultural adventures in the
district on social media with #Bradford2025 and
we’d love to see what you get up this LGBTQ+
History Month.

The Bradford 2025 team

Not only is the month an important time to
highlight the history and achievements of
LGBTQ+ communities – it’s also a moment
to look at different perspectives on LGBTQ+
inclusion at important intersections.
Exploring what lessons from history can teach
us about the future is central to representing the
diversity of Bradford in our bid to become UK
City of Culture and we look forward to seeing
how communities come together to support this
important month.
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It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this
fabulous programme of events for LGBTQ+
History Month in Bradford District.
As a life-long equalities campaigner I have
been a committed and active LGBTQI+ ally and
friend for many decades.
I am determined that all our communities will be
safe and feel safe during her mayoralty and that
hate crime will be taken seriously and dealt with
robustly by West Yorkshire Police.
Since 2015, hate crimes related to sexual
orientation and gender identity have increased
year on year, according to government data
for England, Wales and Scotland. In the year
to March 2020 in England and Wales, sexual
orientation hate crimes rose by 19% to 15,835,
and transgender identity hate crimes by 16% to

2,540 – averaging more than 50 reports each
day. In Bradford, reported hate crime against
the LGB community has risen 74.8% over the
last 3 years whilst remaining stable for Trans
hate crime.
Stonewall research, however, suggests 4 out
of every 5 incidents are not reported and this
is exacerbated by the evidence of a 2018
Safelives report which indicated that only 2.5%
of LGBT+ survivors will access support services
to deal with the trauma of this abuse.
My new Police and Crime Plan has hate crime
as one of our priorities, and Diversity, Equality
and Inclusion is one of 3 cross-cutting themes
throughout the plan. Including the voices and
experience of all the LGBTQI+ communities of
West Yorkshire is a promise we are delighted to
make.
Have a great month!
Tracy Brabin, Mayor of West Yorkshire

Celebrating differences and being proud of who
we are remain key pillars of our organisation,
and values we hold highly in everything we do.
We are proud to be supporting LGBTQ+ History
Month here at Bradford City AFC. We pride
ourselves on providing equal opportunities and
encouraging people from all backgrounds to
prosper within our football club - and the city of
Bradford.
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It is important for us to support such initiatives,
year in, year out, as we strive to make our
club even more inclusive and welcoming to
everyone.
Ryan Sparks,
Chairman of Bradford City AFC

Support for the
LGBTQ+ Community

Community Action Bradford & District is an
infrastructure charity which exists to make a positive
change to local communities.
Find out more about resources and support
available www.cabad.org.uk

Bradford Equity Partnership works to develop the
LGBTQ+ community by supporting social groups in
our community centre, providing training and taking
on projects specific to the LGBTQ+ community of
Bradford District. For more information visit
www.equitypartnership.org.uk

At Staying Put we help all victims and survivors of domestic abuse and sexual violence,
regardless of your gender identity or sexual orientation.
Relationships shouldn’t hurt, if yours does, contact us to find out how can help.

You can call us on 0808 2800 999, Mon-Fri, 9.30am-4.30pm (we are closed at 1pm for
30 mins each day). If you would prefer to use webchat, visit our website
https://stayingput.org.uk/ between 5pm-8pm weekdays, or from 11am-2pm weekends.

We’re here to let all Lesbian, Gay, Bi and Trans
people, here and abroad, know that they’re not
alone. We believe we’re stronger united, so we
partner with organisations that help us create real
change for the better. We’re here to support those
who can’t yet be themselves.
Find out more at www.stonewall.org.uk

Yorkshire MESMAC is
one of the oldest and
largest sexual health
organisations in the
country. We offer services
to various communities
across Yorkshire, Including
mean who have sex with men, people of colour
and other marginalised races, people misusing
drugs, sex workers and LGBTQ+ young people
and adults
Find out more at www.mesmac.org.uk
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AKT supports LGBTQ+ young people aged 1625 in the UK facing or experiencing homelessness
or living in a hostile environment. They support
young people into safe homes and employment,
education or training, in a welcoming and open
environment that celebrates LGBTQ+ identities.
Information at www.akt.org.uk

Childline is here to help anyone under 19 in the
UK with any issue they’re going through. You can
talk about anything trained counsellors are available
to support you. Childline is free, confidential and
available any time, day or night. Calling 0800 1111,
visit www.childline.org.uk

Galop is the UK’s LGBT+ anti-abuse charity. They work with and for
LGBT+ victims and survivors of interpersonal abuse and violence. They
specialise in supporting victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual
violence, hate crime, and other forms of abuse including honour-based
abuse, forced marriage, and so-called conversion therapies. Information
can be found at www.galop.org.uk

Free2B-Me is a
voluntary run LGBTQ+
community organisation supporting
vulnerable LGBTQ+ people through a
Bradford-based Community Garden,
Specialist Groups, Events, & social
media Hub which offers current
LGBTQ+ news, locally, nationally & worldwide. Follow
on Facebook @Free2B-MeLGBTCommunity or
email info.free2bme@gmail.com
Terrence Higgins Trust campaigns
about and provides services relating
to HIV and sexual health. It aims to
end the transmission of HIV in the
UK; to support and empower people
living with HIV, to eradicate stigma
and discrimination around HIV, and to
promote good sexual health (including
safe sex). Information can be found at
www.tht.org.uk/
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Mermaids supports
transgender, non-binary and
gender-diverse children and
young people until their 20th
birthday, as well as their
families and professionals
involved in their care. They
also offer web chat support to
students up to the age of 25. Information can be found
at www.mermaidsuk.org.uk

EVENTS
TUESDAY

1 FEB

Please note that all events are free unless
otherwise stated

LGBTQ+ History Month Virtual Flag
Raising Ceremony
9am: Online (Facebook/YouTube)
LGBTQ+ History Month gets underway for Bradford District with the
traditional flag raising. This year, the ceremony will be virtual and is free
and available to watch on Bradford Council’s social media channels.
www.equitypartnership.org.uk

LGBTQ+ History Month Flag Raising
Ceremony in Keighley
11am: Cenotaph Square, Keighley
Keighley Town Council are flying the flag for the LGBTQ Community, join
us for the official Pride flag raising at Cenotaph Square. Open air, ground
level access.

Why are Trans people’s rights and safety
under threat? by Saorsa Tweedale
10am – 11am: Bradford College, David Hockney Building,
The Grove Restaurant, Great Horton Road, BD7 1AY
The Transgender community is extremely diverse, very welcoming
and often fights for the rights of other marginalised groups, so why is
it they are one of the most targeted community around the world with
transgender hate crime rising year by year and their rights and safety
being threatened even in UK?
The event will look at why the rights and safety of one of the most
targeted communities around the world is being threatened even in UK.
Public event, please book by emailing Lenka Kaur on
l.kaur@bradfordcollege.ac.uk
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Spectrum under-16s Youth Group
5pm – 7pm: Equity Centre, Bradford, BD1 2TP
Spectrum LGBTQ+ Youth Group is a safe space for young people aged
11 – 15 years who identify as LGBTQ or maybe questioning. During
LGBTQ+ History Month young people are invited to take part in activities
that explore LGBTQ+ history.
This event is free and open to 11–15 year olds. To participate, you must
be registered with one of Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth
Groups. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the
team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.
WEDNESDAY

2 FEB

Rainbow Conversations Podcast –
New Episode Release
Online
Rainbow Conversations is a new radical queer podcast that gives
space to LGBTQ+ people from across the world to tell their stories. It
will educate and entertain whilst inspiring positive change and agitating
listeners into pushing for true queer liberation. This episode will feature
critically acclaimed photographer Phyllis Christopher, The Sun Hotel
Bradford and Peace Museum UK.
For this episode and previous ones featuring Miriam Margolyes, Divina
De Campo and more follow https://linktr.ee/rainbowconversations

BLAGY (LGBTQ+ youth group for 14 to 25 year olds)
5pm – 7pm: Yorkshire MESMAC, 278 Chapel St, Bradford, BD1 5DN
BLAGY is a youth group for young people aged between 14 and 25 who
identify as LGBTQ+. We offer a safe space for young people to meet,
network, learn, share experiences and access support and information.
These events are only open to young LGBTQ+ people. No need to book
but if you would like to attend please contact Jonathan Cookson –
Phone: 07810 550534, email: j.cookson@mesmac.co.uk
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Ilkley Pride in Diversity
7pm: Flying Duck, Church Upper Room, 16 Church St,
Ilkley, LS29 9DR
The formation of a new Pride in Diversity Group for the Ilkley
area to help celebrate and champion of the rights of LGBTQ+
communities encompassing life and all its diversity.
To empower and encourage all to work and live in a fully inclusive
arena within the Ilkley district.
If you are interested in registering for the meeting, becoming a
member/supporter, assisting with activities, have a question or
would like further information please email David Shaw MBE on
davidshawmbe@outlook.com
or text/phone 07740797281

THURSDAY

3 FEB

Thursgay:
a social support group for gay and
bisexual men in Bradford
6pm – 8pm: Yorkshire MESMAC, 278 Chapel St,
Bradford, BD1 5DN
Come and meet other members of the community in a safe,
non-judgemental, friendly environment.
Sexual Health information, resources and testing also available
via MESMAC.
No need to book as such but interested people should contact
Emiel De’Trovske for an initial chat before attending:
emiel28@hotmail.com
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SOUND LGBTQ+ Youth Group –
Bradford South: LGBTQ+ History Workshop
4pm – 5.30pm: Buttershaw Youth Centre
SOUND South is an LGBTQ+ Youth group delivered by Bradford Youth
Service. The group provides a safe space for LGBTQ+ young people to
meet and engage in activities.
This event is free and open to 11–19 year olds. To participate, you must
be registered with one of Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ youth
groups beforehand. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch
with the team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk or contact Emily Ralph on
07973 219462.

NOVA – Workshops for girls and nonbinary young people
5pm-6pm: Commonspace, BD1
Gain new skills in music and take part in guest workshops and talks and
learn about music and music production. All young people who take part
will have the opportunity to gain a music qualification.
This event is open to girls and non-binary young people ages 11-18
years. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team
at: info@allstarents.co.uk

SHADE LGBTQ+ BAME Youth Group
5pm – 7pm: Online
Bradford Youth Service and the Equity Partnership will be hosting a
number of youth sessions for BAME young people aged 11 – 19 years.
Come along and get involved in exploring BAME LGBTQ+ history and
share your own stories. Sessions will be deliver each week online ending
with a celebration event, taking place on Thursday 24th February.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.
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FRIDAY

4 FEB

MONDAY

7 FEB

Bloomin’ Scratch Night
7.30pm: Slung Low, The Holbeck, Jenkinson Lawn,
Leeds, LS11 9QX
Bloomin’ Scratch Night presents “Safelight”, a play where photography
student Noah gets closer to his supervisor Kieran, until Noah is forced
into a situation that will change his life forever.
Pay as you feel. hello@bloominbuds.co.uk

National HIV Testing Week 2022
7-13 February
To mark National HIV Testing Week 2022, Yorkshire MESMAC will
be delivering testing sessions all week across the district. For more
information, contact Jonathan Cookson or visit www.mesamac.co.uk
This is an open event and anyone is welcome to attend testing
sessions and access our free HIV and Syphilis testing. Please visit
www.mesmac.co.uk to book an appointment. Contact Jonathan
Cookson for any further information about National HIV Testing Week
2022.

Bradford Youth Service –
Clayton Youth Centre
5pm-8pm: Clayton Youth Club
LGBTQ+ social change challenge and flags design. Young people will
have the chance to explore the social change they feel is most significant
for them. Create art works to be displayed to share with Clayton
Community.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
gemma.booth@bradford.gov.uk
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SOUND LGBTQ+ Youth Group – Bradford
6pm – 8pm: Equity Centre, Bradford, BD1 2TP
SOUND LGBTQ+ Youth Group is a safe space for young people aged
16 – 19 years’ old who identity as LGBTQ+. During LGBTQ+ History
Month young people are invited to take part in activities that explore
LGBTQ+ history.
This event is free and open to 16–19 year olds. To participate, you must
be registered with one of Equity Partnership and Bradford Youth Service’s
LGBTQ+ Youth Groups beforehand. To join, or find out more about
the event, get in touch with the team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk or
07582101145.
TUESDAY

8 FEB

Time for Change
10am – 12noon: Online (MS Teams)
An online question style event with numerous speakers that will include
local and national activists that will focus on activism, campaigning,
student voice and social action.
Public event, please book by emailing Lenka Kaur on
l.kaur@bradfordcollege.ac.uk

Spectrum Under-16s Youth Group
5pm – 7pm: Equity Centre, Bradford, BD1 2TP
Spectrum LGBTQ+ Youth Group is a safe space for young people aged
11 – 15 years who identify as LGBTQ or maybe questioning.
During LGBTQ+ History Month young people are invited to take part in
activities that explore LGBTQ+ history.
This event is free and open to 11–15 year olds. To participate, you must
be registered with one of Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth
Groups. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the
team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.
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WEDNESDAY

9 FEB

Here Together with Displace Yourself
Theatre
5pm: Kala Sangam, Bradford, BD1 4TY
Displace Yourself Theatre and Free 2be Me join forces for an evening of
creativity, conversations and food - exploring the themes of ‘Inner Circle’:
An anarchic theatrical extravaganza.
Please write to Mike if you’d like to take part:
mike@displaceyourselftheatre.co.uk

BLAGY (LGBTQ+ youth group for
14 to 25 year olds)
6pm – 7.30pm: Online (MS Teams)
BLAGY is a youth group for young people aged between 14 and 25 who
identify as LGBTQ+. We offer a safe space for young people to meet,
network, learn, share experiences and access support and information.
These events are only open to young LGBTQ+ people. No need to book
but if you would like to attend please contact Jonathan Cookson - Phone:
07810 550534, email: j.cookson@mesmac.co.uk

Phoenix Trans Youth Group –
Trans History Arts Project
6pm – 8pm: Contact Becky Hutchison
Phoenix Trans Youth Group is a safe space for young people aged 11 – 19
years’ old who identity as Trans non-binary or gender questioning.
During LGBTQ+ History Month young people are invited to take part in
activities that explore Trans History.
To participate, you must be registered with one of Equity Partnership and
Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth Groups beforehand.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.
13

THURSDAY

10 FEB

An Audience with Peter Tatchell
1pm – 2pm: Online (MS Teams)
Human Rights campaigner and LGBT activist, Peter Tatchell will talk
about the importance of activism and fighting for human rights followed
by a Q&A with audience. We recommend to watch Hating Peter Tatchell
(2021) documentary before the event. The documentary is available on
Netflix.
Public event, please book by emailing Lenka Kaur on
l.kaur@bradfordcollege.ac.uk

SHADE LGBTQ+ BAME Youth Group
Online
Bradford Youth Service and the Equity Partnership will be hosting a
number of youth sessions for BAME young people aged 11 – 19 years.
Come along and get involved in exploring BAME LGBTQ+ history and
share your own stories.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the
team at:
sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.

FRIDAY

11 FEB

14

Inner Circle – Preview Party
4pm: Kala Sangam, Forster Square, Bradford
Displace Yourself Theatre will host a sharing of their new Show ‘Inner
Circle’. After spending a week of R&D at Kala Sangam working with
people from the LGBTQ+ community, DYT will share what they have
created so far, followed by music, drinks
and dancing.
Please write to Mike if you’d like to reserve a space:
mike@displaceyourselftheatre.co.uk

SATURDAY

12 FEB

LGBTQ+ Youth Group Workshop:
Peace and Identity
1pm – 4pm: Equity Centre, 1 Longlands Street, Bradford, BD1 2TP
The Peace Museum is running a workshop for the Equity Partnership
and Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ youth groups on LGBTQ+ peacemakers, activism, and identity. This event is open to 11–19 year olds. To
participate, you must be registered with one of Equity Partnership and
Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth Groups beforehand. To join, or
find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
philip.kitson@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145

MONDAY

14 FEB

TUESDAY

15 FEB

Richard Dunbar: My Story
11am – 12noon: Bradford College, David Hockney Building,
The Grove Restaurant, BD7 1AY
You are invited to join us for an audience with Richard Dunbar, local
Councillor for Bradford District, LGBT community champion and well know
local activist fighting for rights of marginalised groups around the world.
Public event, please book by emailing Lenka Kaur on
l.kaur@bradfordcollege.ac.uk

Bradford Youth Service –
Lower Grange Youth Centre
6pm-8pm: Lower Grange Youth Centre
Social change in sports focus – challenges around Bradford City’s work
for LGBTQ+ equality, LGBTQ+ sports figures challenge with prizes
and then a rainbow laces football match. Young people will also be
encouraged to take part in Bradford West’s “the arc is long” social media
challenge. We will be asking young people throughout February to share
their view of where they think social justice needs to be made or where
they feel progress has been achieved to go on IAG boards and shared on
social media to increase awareness and understanding.
Contact gemma.booth@bradford.gov.uk for more information
This event is open to LGBTQ+ young people ages 11-19 years
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WEDNESDAY

16 FEB

LGBTQ+ Dry Side Sports in conjunction
with MESMAC
7pm – 9pm: Sedburgh Sport and Leisure Centre
LGBTQ+ sport session in conjunction with Yorkshire MESMAC. A multisport session open to all in the LGBTQ+ community. Sports and activities
available include badminton, basketball, netball, volleyball. Or come along
and give the gym a try.
Drop-in session. No booking required. Cost: £4.90

Rainbow Conversations Podcast – New
Episode Release
Online
Rainbow Conversations is a new radical queer podcast that gives
space to LGBTQ+ people from across the world to tell their stories. It
will educate and entertain whilst inspiring positive change and agitating
listeners into pushing for true queer liberation. This episode will feature
performance maker Xavier De Sousa & Yorkshire MESMAC Chief
Executive Tom Doyle.
For this episode and previous ones featuring Miriam Margolyes, Divina
De Campo and more follow https://linktr.ee/rainbowconversations

BLAGY (LGBTQ+ youth group for
14 to 25 year olds)
5pm – 7pm: Yorkshire MESMAC, 28 Chapel Street,
Bradford, BD1 5DN
BLAGY is a youth group for young people aged between 14 and 25 who
identify as LGBTQ+. We offer a safe space for young people to meet,
network, learn, share experiences and access support and information.
These events are only open to young LGBTQ+ people. No need to book but
if you would like to attend please contact Jonathan Cookson Phone: 07810 550534, email: j.cookson@mesmac.co.uk
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Decolonising Sexualities, Queering
Decolonisation
by Professor Dibyesh Anand, University of Westminster
1pm – 2.30pm: Online (Zoom)
Do you struggle with anti-colonial and decolonial efforts? How do
individuals with non-hegemonic sexualities negotiate dominant
heteronormative ideas of culture, honour, morality, and citizenship.
Find out more as part of this online lecture. This is a public event –
please register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/256842862917

THURSDAY

17 FEB

Critical Thinking and Making Sure it Adds
Up when talking about LGBTQ+
10am – 12noon: online (Zoom)
This session will explore how we can all learn more and share safely
about LGBTQ+ history.
There will be a chance to interact and ask questions as well as find out
more about the wider critical thinking campaign called Make Sure It
Adds Up.
Register to Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87668778382?pwd=ZHBwYlUzY1d3RWY
xU2x0S0pNZGFkUT09

Film Screening: Hedwig & The Angry Inch
7pm: The Underground, Duke Street, Bradford, BD1 3QR
As part of LGBTQ+ History Month – Life & Soul Seeker/Hey Queer
Bradford/Bradford Fringe will be screening ‘Hedwig and The Angry
Inch’ - an extraordinary rock musical with a huge cult following. For more
information: www.lifeandsoulseeker.com
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SOUND LGBTQ+ Youth Group – Bradford
South: LGBTQ+ History Workshop
4pm – 5.30pm: Buttershaw Youth Centre
SOUND South is an LGBTQ+ Youth group delivered by Bradford
Youth Service.
This event is free and open to 11–19 year olds. To participate, you must
be registered with one of Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth
Groups beforehand. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch
with the team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk or contact
Emily Ralph 07973 219462

NOVA – Workshops for girls and
non-binary young people
5pm – 6pm: Commonspace, BD1
Gain new skills in music and take part in guest workshops and talks and
learn about music and music production. All young people who take part
will have the opportunity to gain a music qualification.
This event is open to girls and non-binary young people ages 11-18
years. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the
team at: info@allstarents.co.uk
WEDNESDAY

16 FEB
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SHADE LGBTQ+ BAME Youth Group
5pm – 7pm: Online
Bradford Youth Service and the Equity Partnership will be hosting a
number of youth sessions for BAME young people aged 11 – 19 years.
Come along and get involved in exploring BAME LGBTQ+ history and
share your own stories. Sessions will be deliver each week online ending
with a celebration event, taking place on Thursday 24th February.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.

FRIDAY

18 FEB

LGBTQ+ Swim in conjunction with
MESMAC
7.30pm – 8.30pm: Sedburgh Sport and Leisure Centre
LGBTQ+ Swim session in conjunction with Yorkshire MESMAC.
A swim session open to all in the LGBTQ+ community.
We especially welcome Trans people.
Cost: £4.90

LGBTQI carers group and
support discussions
3pm – 5pm: Online (Google Meet)
Carers Resource recognises the barriers that can still face those
supporting a loved one, we are here to support our community.
Anyone caring for a loved one in the Bradford district that needs
support please email Gwilliams@carersresource.org for access to
the meeting.

History Quiz and
Queer Stories
7.30pm: Ginning Fox, 5 Scott St, Keighley, BD21 2JJ
History Quiz & Queer Stories Social with Keighley Pride – relaxed
gathering all welcome to celebrate LGBTQ+ History Month in
Keighley & Aire Valley.
If you are interested in registering for the meeting, becoming a
member/supporter, assisting with activities, have a question or would
like further information please email keighleypride@gmail.com or
email David Shaw MBE on davidshawmbe@outlook.com or text/
phone 07740797281.
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Bradford Youth Service – Cohesion Event
4.15pm – 6.15pm: Lower Grange Youth Centre
Lower grange young leaders/Buttershaw youth club cohesion sessions
– young people will host each other in their youth club with a celebration
event for positive social change achieved
gemma.booth@bradford.gov.uk
This event is open to LGBTQ+ young people ages 11-19 years

SATURDAY

19 FEB

LGBTQ+ Youth – Exploring LGBTQ+ music
and music workshop
1pm-3pm: Equity Centre, Bradford, BD1 2TP
All-star Entertainment in partnership with the Bradford Youth Service
and The Equity Partnership will be hosting a music workshop for young
people aged 11 – 19 years who identify as LGBTQ+.
To participate, you must be registered with Bradford Youth Service’s
LGBTQ+ Youth Groups beforehand.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.

Sew Keighley Pride flag tour and activities
1pm – 3pm: Cliffe Castle, Spring Gardens Lane,
Keighley, BD20 6LH
Tour and open discussion about some of the incredible people
represented in the Sew Keighley Pride community flag, stitched together
over lockdown 2021. Ground floor with ramp, English language, BSL
interpreted. Eventbrite: https://skp_jbg_19feb.eventbrite.co.uk
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TUESDAY

22 FEB

Spectrum under-16s Youth Group
5pm – 7pm: Equity Centre, Bradford, BD1 2TP
Spectrum LGBTQ+ Youth Group is a safe space for young
people aged 11 – 15 years who identify as LGBTQ or maybe
questioning.
This event is free and open to 11–15 year olds.
To participate, you must be registered with one of Bradford
Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth Groups.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the
team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.

WEDNESDAY

23 FEB

Queer South-Asians :
We have always been here!
1pm – 2.30pm: Online (Zoom)
A panel discussion held with Norrina Rashid, Anas (Project Besharam),
and Usman Ahmed.
The panel will reflect on their LGBTQIA+ Queer Icons and discuss
their experience as a minority within a minority. The panel aims to
highlight the important role intersectionality has played in the LGBTQIA+
liberation movement.
Come ready for stereotypes to be broken and a re-imagining of the
queer experience.
This is a public event – please register here:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/256855219877
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Ageing with Pride & Dignity: The impact of
LGBT+ History for Adult Social Care today
2pm – 4pm: Online
An opportunity for providers of housing and adult social care across
Bradford District to explore how the experiences of LGBT+ older people
impact on their care and support needs today.
This is aimed at housing and adult social care providers looking to
understand the needs of the LGBT+ community and to maximise the quality
of service provided to this community and also members of the LGBT+
Community who want to share their experiences of adult social care.
People can book using the following link on Eventbrite: https://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/ageing-with-pride-dignity-impact-of-lgbt-history-onadult-social-care-tickets-240925052317

BLAGY (LGBTQ+ youth group for 14 to 25 year olds)
6pm – 7.30pm: Online (MS Teams)
BLAGY is a youth group for young people aged between 14 and 25 who
identify as LGBTQ+. We offer a safe space for young people to meet,
network, learn, share experiences and access support and information.
These events are only open to young LGBTQ+ people. No need to book
but if you would like to attend please contact Jonathan Cookson on
07810 550534 or email j.cookson@mesmac.co.uk

Phoenix Trans Youth Group – Trans History
Arts Project
6pm – 8pm: Contact Becky Hutchison for location
Phoenix Trans Youth Group is a safe space for young people aged 11 –
19 who identity as Trans non-binary or gender questioning.
Young people are invited to take part in an arts project looking at Trans
identity and visibility. All art work produced will be displayed at Cartwright
Hall as part of Pride Month.
To participate, you must be registered with one of Equity Partnership and
Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth Groups. To join, or find out more
about the event, get in touch with the team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk
or 07582101145.
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THURSDAY

24 FEB

REFLECTIONS: Bradford Hate Crime Alliance
4pm – 6pm: Online (MS Teams)
Reflections is an event aimed at exploring hate crime committed against
the LGBTQ+ community. We will be interviewing victims of hate crime,
including the playwright Jonathan Cash who was a victim of the Admiral
Duncan nail bomb attack in Soho in 1999. They will be sharing their lived
experience and how they used that experience to move forward with their
We will also be focusing on the ongoing fight against hate crime and why
it is vitally important to report them.
Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reflections-a-hate-crime[1]
awareness-event-tickets-25018639323

SOUND LGBTQ+ Youth Group – Bradford
South: Celebration Event
4pm – 5.30pm: Buttershaw Youth Centre
SOUND South is an LGBTQ+ Youth group delivered by Bradford Youth
Service. The group provides a safe space for LGBTQ+ young people to
meet and engage in activities. This event is free and open to 11–19 year
olds. To participate, you must be registered with one of Bradford Youth
Service’s LGBTQ+ Youth Groups beforehand. To join, or find out more
about the event, get in touch with the team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk
or contact Emily Ralph 07973 219462

NOVA – Workshops for girls and
non-binary young people
5pm – 6pm: Commonspace, BD1
Gain new skills in music and take part in guest workshops and talks and
learn about music and music production. All young people who take part
will have the opportunity to gain a music qualification.
This event is open to girls and non-binary young people ages 11-18
years. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team
at: info@allstarents.co.uk
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SHADE LGBTQ+ BAME Youth group
RELAUNCH
5pm – 7pm: Location TBC
Bradford Youth Service and the Equity Partnership will be hosting a
number of youth sessions for BAME young people aged 11 – 19 years.
Come along and get involved in exploring BAME LGBTQ+ history and
share your own stories.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.

Cabaret on Duke Street
7pm (doors): The Underground, 9 Duke Street, BD1 3QR
LGBTQ+ History Month Special hosted by Jack Vincent (Jack O’Clubs
Comedy Club) you’ll enjoy comedy, poetry, music plus exciting live
performances from up and coming local LGBTQIA+ artists. Pay as
you feel.

The Bronte Lounge LGBTQ+ Special, with
Jasmine Gardosi
7.30pm: Online (Zoom)
Jasmine Gardosi uses poetry to speak out about trans rights, and
answers your questions. This event explores themes behind her filmpoem, Say It Anyway, inspired by the life of Anne Bronte. Jas will also be
creating and performing a poem based on the audience’s interactions.
Price: £6
For more information and to book tickets, visit visit https://www.bronte.
org.uk/whats-on/1167/the-bronte-lounge-with-jasmine-gardosi/6631
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FRIDAY

25 FEB

Sew Keighley Pride flag and Just a Ball
Game tour and activities
1pm and 2.30pm: Cliffe Castle, Spring Gardens Lane, Keighley,
BD20 6LH
Discussion and Q&A with organisers from Sew Keighley Pride community
flag and ‘Just A Ball Game’ anti-discrimination in sport campaign.
Ground floor ramp access, English language, BSL interpreted.
Eventbrite: https://skp_jbg_25feb.eventbrite.co.uk

SOUND Shipley Relaunch – Bradford
Youth Service
4pm – 6pm: Shipley Youth Café
SOUND Shipley will be relaunching its LGBTQ+ youth group during
LGBTQ+ History Month with a fun packed open day for all new members.
Young people will have the chance to take part in activities, learn about
the youth group and check out our new venue at Shipley Youth Café.
Refreshments will be provided.
To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the team at:
sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.

Stride For Pride Keighley & District
Historical Walk
10am: Haworth easy moorland walk
Stride for Pride easy moorland walk from the car park west of Penistone
Hill Country Park to the ruins of Top Withens farm (the inspiration for
Wuthering Heights), taking in the Brontë Waterfalls, Brontë Bridge and
Brontë Chair. One moderate incline from the bridge to Top Withens.
8.66km – 2h 40 mins.
For more information please email keighleypride@gmail.com or email
David Shaw MBE on davidshawmbe@outlook.com or text/phone
07740797281.
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Peace OUT showcase
11am – 3pm: Equity Centre, Bradford, BD1 2TP
Join The Peace Museum and Equity Partnership for badge-making, pride
placards and more! You can also see the museum’s Peace OUT exhibition
and work created by local LGBTQ+ youth groups. This is a drop-in event
so no booking necessary. Numbers will be managed on the day.
SATURDAY

26 FEB

MONDAY

28 FEB

Bradford Pride Fundraising Event
Candy Nightclub, 3B Sackville St, BD1 2AJ, Bradford
Come along and enjoy a night in order to support Bradford Pride. The
event will feature local drag acts and artists with performances, games
and crowd participation.

Dance Like No One is Watching
12noon – 12.30pm, 6pm – 6.30pm: Online/Zoom
Strut like Beyonce and shake your hips like Shakira in this FUN 30-minute
commercial style Zoom dance class with Dance for Life instructor Alex
Mettam. You will learn a sassy routine that can be adapted to suit all
abilities and from the comfort of your own home, workplace or even
outdoor space. No dance experience is needed. Everyone is welcome!
To join use the following links:
12pm session: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/243456343477
6pm session: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/243475581017

Bradford LGBTQ+ History Month Domestic abuse awareness
2pm – 3pm: Online (MS Teams)
Gain awareness of domestic abuse and the impact the LGBTQ+
community and how to access support. Hosted by Staying Put who
provide support services for victims and survivors across Bradford.
Teams book via Eventbrite:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/staying-put-37208427453
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SOUND LGBTQ+ Youth Group – Bradford
6pm – 8pm: Equity Centre, Bradford, BD1 2TP
SOUND LGBTQ+ Youth Group is a safe space for young people aged 16
– 19 years’ old who identity as LGBTQ+.
During LGBTQ+ History Month young people are invited to take part
in activities that explore LGBTQ+ history. This event is free and open
to 16–19 year olds. To participate, you must be registered with one of
Equity Partnership and Bradford Youth Service’s LGBTQ+ youth groups
beforehand. To join, or find out more about the event, get in touch with the
team at: sound@bradford.gov.uk or 07582101145.
THROUGHOUT

FEB

Ilkley Library – LGBTQ+ History Display
The formation of a New Pride in Diversity Group for the Ilkley area to
help celebrate and champion of the rights of LGBTQ+ communities
encompassing life and all its diversity. To empower and encourage all to
work and live in a fully inclusive arena within the Ilkley district.
For more information please email David Shaw MBE on
davidshawmbe@outlook.com or text/phone 07740797281

Keighley Sound Gay Icons Art Project
Keighley Bus Station Opening Times
SOUND LGBTQ+ youth group are getting creative, celebrating their
LGBTQ+ icons. From Marsha P Johnson to Melanie Martinez, SOUND
have created colourful A3 boards to exhibit in Keighley Bus Station.
Contact: helen.johnson-renshaw@bradford.gov.uk

Sun Hotel Bradford celebrates LGBTQ+
History Month
Sun Hotel, 124 Sunbridge Road, Bradford, BD1 2ND
Open Wed-Sun Nights from 5pm with events taking place throughout
LGBTQ+ History Month, including:
Wed: Games Night
Fri: Sordid Secret & Timmy Tease
Thu: Robyn Banx with Karaoke
Sat: Comedy Live on stage at 8.30pm
Find out more, visit https://www.facebook.com/sunbradford/
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Plague of Innocence by Noel Greig
5th March at 5pm and 7.30pm + panel discussion

A rehearsed reading at Kala Sangam, St Peter’s House, Bradford BD1 4TY
This award winning play was first performed in 1988 at the height of the AIDS and HIV
epidemic. It immediately became a parable for the politics and attitudes of Thatcher’s
Britain.
Stigma associated with HIV still exists in the UK. Today we have a new virus with a new
name. Noel’s play is a timely reminder that we should never forget and must continue to
challenge inequalities wherever we find them.
Tickets: Pay what you decide after the performance
Booking: https://www.kalasangam.org/home/box-office/
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BCB 106.6fm

bcbradio.co.uk/player

BCB Radio (BCB 106.6fm and
www.bcbradio.co.uk ) will broadcast
regular programmes throughout February
with the spotlight on LGBTQ+ community.
Programmes include The Equity Show,
One to One, In Conversation with Jack
Lopez and regular features on Bradford and
Beyond.
Details on our website

www.bcbradio.co.uk
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Stonewall Key dates
for lesbian, gay, bi and
trans equality
Stonewall have put together an overview of key dates not just in Stonewall’s history, but in the
development of lesbian, gay, bi and trans history in terms of social, political and legislative
change, representation and visibility. We’ve selected a few important dates throughout the last 7
decades but you can find the full list on the Stonewall website (www.stonewall.org.uk)

1950s

1970s

1951:

1972:

Roberta Cowell is the first known British trans
woman to undergo reassignment surgery and
have her birth certificate changed.

1958:

The Homosexual Law Reform Society is
founded to campaign for the legalisation of
same-sex relationships in the UK.

1960s
1966:

Trans support group, The Beaumont Society, is
founded to provide information and education
to the general public, the medical and legal
professions on ‘transvestism’ and to encourage
research aimed at fuller understanding.

1967:

The Sexual Offences Act 1967 decriminalises
sex between two men over 21 and ‘in private’.
It did not extend to the Merchant Navy or the
Armed Forces, or Scotland, Northern Ireland,
the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man, where
sex between two men remained illegal.
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The first Pride is held in London, attracting
approximately 2,000 participants.
Gay News, Britain’s first gay newspaper is
founded.

1974:

London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard, a
London-based information and support
helpline, is established.

1980s
1983:

Men who have sex with men are asked not to
donate to UK blood banks amid the AIDS crisis.
The UK’s first national lesbian and gay TV show,
One in Five, is shown on Channel 4.

1988:

UK Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher,
introduces Section 28 of the Local Government
Act 1988. The Act states that a local authority
“shall not intentionally promote homosexuality
or publish material with the intention of
promoting homosexuality” or “promote the
teaching in any maintained school of the
acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended
family relationship”.

1990s
1990:

Justin Fashanu becomes the first professional
footballer to come out as gay. He later dies by
suicide.

1992:

World Health Organisation declassifies samesex attraction as a mental illness.
Stonewall begins its first major campaign for an
equal age of consent in the UK.

1999:

Trans Day of Remembrance is founded in the
USA, and then later in the UK and worldwide,
to memorialise those who have been murdered
as a result of transphobia and to bring attention
to the continued violence endured by the trans
community.

2000s
2002:

Equal rights are granted to same-sex couples
applying for adoption.

2003:

Section 28 is repealed in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland, lifting the ban on local
authorities from ‘the teaching in any maintained
school of the acceptability of homosexuality’.

2004:

The Civil Partnership Act 2004 is passed,
granting civil partnership in the United
Kingdom. The Act gives same-sex couples the
same rights and responsibilities as married
straight couples in England, Scotland, Northern
Ireland and Wales.
The Gender Recognition Act 2004 is passed
giving trans people full legal recognition in their
appropriate gender. The Act allows trans people
to acquire a new birth certificate, although
gender options are still limited to ‘male’ or
‘female’.

2010s
2010:

The Equality Act 2010 officially adds gender
reassignment as a protected characteristic.

2011:

The Department of Health lifts the lifetime ban
on gay and bi men donating blood, although
a 12-month celibacy clause is still in place in
order for men who have sex with men to be
eligible to donate.

2016:

49 people are killed and 53 people injured after
a gunman opens fire in the LGBT nightclub
Pulse, in Orlando. London and other major
cities across the world hold vigils to show
solidarity with the victims. 2016 Justine
Greening announces she is in a same-sex
relationship on London’s Pride day, making her
the first out LGBT female cabinet member.

2018:

The UK Government announces that it will bring
forward proposals to ban conversion therapy at
the legislative level.

2019:

The first Bi Pride UK event is held, the first bispecific Pride event in the UK and the largest bi
gathering in history.

2020s
2020:

The government announces that blood donation
rules for gay and bisexual men will be relaxed
further, focusing on individual behaviours
rather than a blanket ban on any men who have
had sex with men in the past three months.

2021:

The UK census includes questions on gender
identity and sexual orientation for the first
time, meaning that data can be gathered on the
numbers of LGBT people across the country.
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We are backing Bradford to be UK City of Culture 2025

https://bradford2025.co.uk/
#lgbtqhistorymonth

#Bradford2025

The wording in this publication can be made available in other
formats such as large print. Please call 01274 431000.
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