Local Elections

An easy read guide



A local election is when

you vote for a councillor to
represent the area you live in
on the local council.

A councillor is different to an
MP.

Councillors deal with things
locally like schools, social
care, housing, parks, leisure
centres and so on.

MP’s deal with things that
affect the whole country.

We vote for them in a
general election.

I You can find out more about

councillors in our easy
read booklet — What is a
Councillor?



Why should | vote in a local election?

Your local council deals
with things that you see and
use every day, like housing,
parks, transport, recycling
and many others.

They set the rate of council
tax for your area which most
people have to pay.

The councillor you vote for

in the local election will get

a say on important things in
your local area that will affect
you.

It is important to vote for the
person who has some of the
same ideas as you do for
your local area.




Who should | vote for?
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It is completely up to you

. who you vote for.

Don’t let anyone else decide
for you. Never let anyone
else use your vote for
themselves.

Try and find some
information about all of the
people who are standing for
election.

They are called candidates.

In the run up to election day
they will post leaflets through
your letterbox telling you
about themselves and the
things they will do if they get
elected.

Some candidates might also
be out and about in your
local area so you can talk

to them and find out their
views.



Registering to vote

To vote in an election you
must be 18 or over and be
registered to vote.

If you are not registered to
vote go online at
www.gov.uk/reqgister-to-vote
You will need your name,
address and national
insurance number. It's quick
and easy to do.

Once you are registered to
vote you can vote in person
at a polling station or you

can apply for a postal vote.

You can find out more in our
other easy read guides on
our website www.btm.org.uk



http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
http://www.btm.org.uk

For more accessible information on a broad range of
subjects please contact

btm

the home of accessible information

11-12 Eldon Place

Bradford BD1 3AZ
Telephone: 01274 848150
SMS / Text: 07535 120222
E-mail: enquiries@btm.org.uk

BTM produces accessible information in a range of formats such
as British Sign Language, easy read, audio, video, illustration and
animation to help people understand the world around them.

Please visit www.btm.org.uk for all our easy read booklets and other
accessible media productions.

Or visit www.btmprojects.com to access the work made by our
workgroups.
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The information in this booklet is for guidance only.

Whilst we have made every attempt to ensure that the information has come from

reliable sources, BTM are not responsible for any errors or omissions, or for any
results obtained from the use of this information.






