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Considerable topographical challenges exist across the study area, and it is inevitable that 

there will be links within the preferred alignments sections that are not compliant with current 

standards, particularly with respect to gradient. The selected alignments have been chosen to 

minimise sections of non-compliance, while at the same time providing an attractive 

greenway network.  

There are also substantial technical challenges inherent within each of the corridors shown, 

and these are summarised in the alignment descriptions. A commentary of known non-

technical challenges is also provided for each corridor where applicable. An absence of 

commentary does not indicate an absence of issues.  

Alignments have been determined using a three-stage process:  

— Seven previously identified corridors between strategic towns were taken from 

Sustrans’ Queensbury Tunnel Report (2017). A further five possible corridors have now 

been identified and added to make a total of 12 possible corridor options (Appendix A).

Corridor numbers shown in Appendix A reflect historic numbering. It is suggested that 

this is replaced with a system to reflect individual alignments, once alignments are 

finalised to take forward to concept design.

— Potential route options within and around the 12 corridors were identified using desk 

study analysis (Appendix B), and site visits undertaken to assess these options.  

— The current preferred alignments were selected based on the combined findings of the 

desk analysis and site visits. In some cases, new alignments have been suggested on 

the basis of site explorations. 

It should be noted that: 

— The inclusion of an alignment as ‘preferred’ in this document does not guarantee its 

inclusion in the final proposals. Preferred alignments are subject to change as the 

design process progresses and new information is received, particularly from project 

partners and stakeholders.  

— The options appraisal process has not considered any non-Local Authority stakeholder 

consultation or engagement at this stage. The client’s consent to engage with key 

stakeholders has now been given. Those stakeholders’ local knowledge and route 

preferences will now be sought and may influence the preference or alignment of routes 

for consideration. 
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…visible, and provides a good opportunity to provide a safe route to 

the wider greenway. 

Halifax to 

Holmfield

4 This valley greenway option initially follows proposed 

TCF links, before joining the valley of Ovenden Brook 

and the disused railway alignment to provide a largely 

traffic-free link to the southern portal of Queensbury 

Tunnel. 

As a greenway link, this alignment has the potential to cater for local 

leisure trips in Halifax, in addition to longer touring trips between 

towns. Heritage and ecological challenges are present along this 

valley alignment, most notably the presence of a dilapidated Grade 

II Listed Mill building, which will require work to ensure the safety of 

users on the greenway. At the northern end, uncertainty remains 

around the best option for final link to the tunnel portal itself.

4 Segregated provision in the southern half of this 

predominantly highway-based option is proposed as 

part of TCF plans for Halifax. Leaving the TCF streets, 

the alignment continues through a mixture of 

residential and low traffic streets, and parkland. 

Building on TCF schemes that pass through northern Halifax, the 

southern half of this alignment has a high chance of construction. In 

the northern stretch, major works will be required to facilitate the 

crossing of two main roads. There are opportunities to link several 

strategic areas into the greenway. At the northern end, uncertainty 

remains around the best option for final link to the tunnel portal itself.

Station Road 5 The existing Station Road is a virtually traffic-free 

ascent between the northern Queensbury Tunnel 

portal and Queensbury town. 

This link is already in existence, and while the gradients are higher 

than would be preferred, there is little opportunity for alternative 

options. As a virtually traffic-free link, this alignment has 

considerable advantages over alternative ascents to Queensbury. 

Holmfield to 

Station Road

6 This tunnel alignment consists of a wholly traffic-free 

passage through Queensbury Tunnel. 

Restoration of the tunnel for use as a link between Holmfield and 

Station Road will provide a marquee attraction for the area, and 

overcome the significant topographical challenges associated with 

traversing this same corridor over land. There is an opportunity to 

build on the heritage attraction of the route, but also key risks in 

terms of buildability and future liability.

6 Avoiding use of the tunnel, this ‘alpine’ alignment 

would ascend the slopes above the tunnel portal in a 

series of zig zags to join segregated provision along 

the A647 to Queensbury. 

An ‘alpine’ ascent of the slopes above the tunnel portal could 

provide an attraction in its own right, drawing on the mining heritage 

of the area. There remains a question as to the final link between 

the A647 and Station Road through the highly constrained streets of 

Queensbury.
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Appendix A: Initial Corridor Options 

Figure 23: Corridor proposals considered. 

Corridors 8, 9, 9s and 10 as shown in Figure 23 have been discounted after desk study and site 
assessments. The reasons for no longer considering their inclusion are set out in Table 2. 
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