Some notes for your guidance

The Local Studies Service aims to have
a comprehensive collection of
published sources for the study of local
and family history and to make this
collection accessible to all users by
offering advice on its use.

Library staff offer an information service
for visitors to the library and enquirers by
telephone, email and letter. A charge of
£22 an hour, up to a maximum of 3
hours is made for lengthy enquirie.
Please contact staff for details. We aim
to give you the best possible service but
the following points may be helpful:

1. In addition to the reference
collection there is also a growing
collection of books which may be
borrowed for home reading.

2. Some of the items in the Local
Studies Library are rare, fragile or
irreplaceable. You may be asked to
provide details of name and address
or proof of identity. These details will
not be kept after the items are safely
returned to staff.

3. Microfiche and film readers can be
booked in advance by telephone,
letter or email.

4. Most items can be photocopied but
please ask the staff as it may not be
possible to photocopy some of the
rare and fragile material in stock. A
camera stand is available if you wish
to photograph such items. Copyright
restrictions may apply to some
items. Copies can be made from
microfilm and microfiche for you.

Braille and audio versions of this leaflet are also available.
Please ask the staff for details.

5. It may be necessary to close some
machines down a little before
closing time. Please allow plenty of
time if you are requiring staff help or
want items to be fetched from the
stacks. Please make sure you have
allowed time to do any photocopying
you need and to get any lending
books issued at the checkout
counter on the ground floor.

6. Study facilities are provided for
people using material from the Local
Collection. Please consider other
users and refrain from unnecessary
conversation.

PLEASE NOTE:
We are always pelased to hear of

new publications and results of
research which we could add to
our stock.

Location: 5th floor Bradford
Central Library

Opening hours:9.00am — 7.30pm
Mondays to Fridays
9.00am — 5.00pm
Saturdays

Address: The Local Studies
Service,
Central Library,
Prince’s Way,
Bradford, West
Yorkshire, BD1 1NN

Telephone: 01274 433688
Fax: 01274 433660
E-mail: local.studies @bradford.gov.uk
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Welcome to the Local Studies Service

The Local Collection

Bradford Collection

The Local Studies Library houses a
unique collection which includes books,
newspapers, maps, illustrations etc., on
the history and development of the
area now covered by the City of
Bradford Metropolitan District Council.
What you see on the shelves is only the
“tip of the iceberg’, most of the
collection is behind the scenes.

Yorkshire Collection

This includes books covering the
history and description of Yorkshire
generally. Some are available on the
open shelves for browsing, most are in
stores. The collection includes standard
histories of many Yorkshire towns and
cities, some Yorkshire pedigrees and
Yorkshire dialect etc.

Family History Sources

A wide variety of local and national
sources is provided for family history
research.

Oral History Collection

This unique collection of over 800 tape-
recorded interviews with local people is
an invaluable source for recent local
history. It includes:

1. Sound recordings, transcripts,
and summaries of local people's
memories, including subject areas
such as textiles, health, war,
immigration to Bradford.

Listening facilities are available.

2. Books, periodicals and journal
articles about memory sharing
and the theory and practice of
oral history.

Catalogues to the Cocal Collection
Because most of the stock has to be
stored behind the scenes it is essential
to use the various catalogues and
indexes to make best use of the
collections. Staff will be pleased to
help you to use the catalogues and fill
out slips to order items you require.

*Leaflets

Free leaflets provide further information
on the sources below, indicated by*.
There are also free subject guides for
topics such as Tracing Your Family Tree.

Local Studies Sources

A collection of books and periodicals
on the study of local and family history
is displayed on the open shelves.

Journals and Periodicals

These include publications which are
of local interest, such as the Bradford
Antiquary and the Yorkshire
Archaeological Journal as well as
publications on the study of local
history and genealogy, for example, the
Local Historian & Family Tree Magazine.
Many back numbers are kept.

*Local Newspapers

These include the
Bradford (later
Yorkshire) Observer
1834-1956 and the
Telegraph (and
Argus) from 1868 to
date. Most are available on microfilm.

Newscuttings

A comprehensive collection of
newscuttings covers aspects of Bradford's
history, current affairs and celebrities.

*Maps

Ordnance Survey maps covering
Bradford and Yorkshire, at various
scales and dates, from the first edition
published in 1852 to the present are
available for reference. There is also
an extensive collection of Bradford

maps and plans outside the O.S. range.

There are card indexes to the map
collections.

Bradford Council Documents

An extensive collection of Council
minutes, statistics and reports are kept.
We have Electoral Registers from 1848
covering the area within the Borough
and later the City of Bradford. The
current Voters' List is available in the
Information Services department.

lllustrations and Photographs
There are a
number of
indexed
illustrations
and
photographs
| of Bradford,
its buildings
and people.

*Census Enumerators' Returns

The department holds microfilm/fiche
copies of 1841-1901 for the area now
covered by the City of Bradford
Metropolitan District. Census street
indexes and some name indexes are
available. The Census for 1841, 1851,
1861, 1871 and 1891 for the whole of
Yorkshire is accessible on CD-ROM.
Bradford Local Studies and Keighley
Local Studies now also have a
subscription to ancestry.com,
providing free access to the 1841-1901
Censuses for the whole of the country
— see staff for details.

General Register Office Index

(St Catherine’s House index) This index
to Births, Marriages and Deaths in
England and Wales, 1837 to 1983, can
be searched on microfiche. The library’s
subscription to ancestry.com also
provides access to more recent records.

*Trade Directories

These are mainly for Bradford and the
West Riding and date from the earliest
in 1792. Some are on microfilm.

We also have Bradford telephone
directories from 1935.

*Parish and Noncomformist
Register Copies

There is a small collection of Parish and
Non-Conformist Register copies covering
Bradford and Yorkshire generally. Some
copies are on microfilm and some are
printed transcripts.

The International Genealogical Index
which indexes some church and chapel
registers up to ¢.1880, can be viewed
on microfiche or searched on the
internet at www.familysearch.org

*Monumental Inscriptions
These cover some churchyards and
cemeteries in Bradford area.

Pamphlet Collections

The library has collections of nineteenth
century pamphlets which are separately
catalogued. Please ask staff about these
if you feel they may be relevant to your
enquiry.




