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CAF stands for Common Assessment
Framework. The CAF is a way of
working out what extra support

your child may need and how best

to provide this support. With your
agreement, professionals who work
with your child will have a conversation
with you to discuss your child’s needs
and strengths. The CAF form will record
what is going well for your family,
what extra support may be needed for
your child and which professionals are
best placed to help.

The CAF is voluntary. You and your child

can choose to be involved and can ask a
professional for a CAF form if you think

you need some extra support. You can also
have a say in which worker you want to help
coordinate your action plan, they are called
the lead professional.

An action plan, agreed with you and your
child will be put in place to make sure
your child gets the right support. The CAF
form will be used to identify a range of
professionals who can work together with
you to find the best way forward.



Sometimes your child
may need extra support.

Services who work with
your child want to find
solutions as soon

as possible.

This leaflet explains how the Common
Assessment Framework (CAF) can

help support your family and how you
and your child are placed at the heart
of all decisions made about your child.






Who will see my information?

We collect the information on the CAF form so
that we can understand what help your child may
need. If we cannot cover all of your needs we will
discuss this with you and, with your permission,
share the information with an agreed team of
professionals. These professionals can help us

to provide the services you need.

If we need to share it with any other professionals
during the process, to offer you more help we will
ask you about this before we do it.

As a rule the information you provide will only
be shared with your, and your child’s consent.

The only times we will share information without
your consent are:
< If we need to find out urgently if a child is at
risk of harm or we need to help a child who is
at risk of harm.
e If we need to help an adult who is at risk
of harm.
< If we need to help prevent or detect a
serious crime.

Remember, you have the right to see the
information that is held about you and your
family at any time. This is called a ‘subject
access request’. If you wish to do this you
should talk to your lead professional who will
advise you how to get this information.

Information for workers is available at
www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/CAF
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