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FURTHER INFORMATION

If you require further information on the new 

planning system please contact the Local 

Development Framework Group.

Tel: 01274 434050

Fax: 01274 433679

e-mail:  ldf.consultation@bradford.gov.uk

Website: www.bradford.gov.uk/planning

Information on Regional Spatial Strategy 

matters can be found at:

Website: www.yhassembly.gov.uk

City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council

A Guide to 

The New
Development 
Plan System

Local Development 
Framework for Bradford

THE AIM OF THIS LEAFLET 

IS TO PROVIDE A BRIEF 

GUIDE TO THE NEW 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

SYSTEM RECENTLY 

INTRODUCED BY THE 

GOVERNMENT, AND TO 

HIGHLIGHT HOW IT WILL 

AFFECT YOU.

COMING SOON

Statement of Community Involvement

Have your say on how the Council should involve 
local community and interest groups in planning 

for the future of Bradford. 

• Formal Public Consultation to take place 
April/May 2006 •

Core Strategy

Have your say on the big planning issues facing 
the District over the next 10-20 years including:

• How do we meet the local communities 
needs for housing and jobs?

• How do we maintain and improve the 
environment of the District? 

• Informal Consultation May/June 2006 •

Landscape Character Assessment 
Supplementary Planning Document

Have your say on the future of the Districts 
landscape. The assessment provides additional 

guidance to help maintain and improve the 
landscape of the District in support of the policies 

in the RUDP.

• Formal Consultation June/July 2006 •



The New Planning 
System
Development in the Bradford District is controlled 
by the development plan. This is currently the 
Replacement Unitary Development Plan for 
Bradford (RUDP) (October 2005). It is the policies 
and allocations in this document that are used to 
make decisions when people apply for planning 
permission.

New planning legislation requires local authorities 
to replace their current development plans with 
Local Development Frameworks. 

In the new system the RUDP document will be 
replaced over time by a Local Development 
Framework (LDF), which together with the 
Regional Spatial Strategy for Yorkshire and the 
Humber will form the new development Plan for 
Bradford District.

The Local Development Framework for Bradford 
will be made up of a number of individual 
documents that focus on either topics (e.g. 
housing) or a geographical area (e.g. the city 
centre), which will be built up over time. The initial 
LDF documents to be produced over the next 
three years are set out in the Local Development 
Scheme (LDS).  Individual documents may contain 
policies for the control of development, provide 
detailed guidance on a specific issue or identify 
sites for development, which together will deliver 
the spatial vision and objectives for the Bradford 
District.

How will it affect me?
One of the key aims of the new system is to strengthen 
community involvement in the planning of the places 
in which people live and work.  Importance is placed 
on community involvement throughout the preparation 
of the new development plan documents but in 
particular at the earliest stages.

Bradford Council wishes to ensure that everyone has 
an equal opportunity to play an active and positive

role in considering the planning issues, which will 
affect them.  The Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) aims to ensure that all sections 
of the community have that opportunity to be involved 
in the planning process.

The SCI will set out the groups which the Council 
will involve from the local community and other 
interest groups in the preparation of the of the LDF 
documents and also in the determination of planning 
applications.

The Council published a preliminary draft SCI in 
November 2005 for comment. Following consideration 
of the comments received an amended Draft SCI is 
due to be published for further comment in April. 

How Do I Get Involved?
The production of each Development Plan Document 
will follow the same basic process:	

1 	 Pre production (evidence gathering).	

2 	 Issues and Options* (Informal consultation on 		
key issues and how they may be dealt with in 			
the document).	

3 	 Preferred Options* (1st formal public 				
consultation)	

4 	 Submission to Secretary of State* (2nd formal 		
consultation). 	

5 	 Independent examination. 	

6 	 Publication of Inspector's Binding Report.

The public will be able to comment and become 
actively involved at each of the stages marked * 
above. 

An independent Inspector will consider all 
representations made in response to the submission 
document and test whether the document as whole 
is 'sound'. The inspector may require changes be 
made before the Council can adopt the new 
document.

Jargon Buster

The new system brings with it a range of new 
terms. To make life easier this section provides 
a brief explanation for each of the key terms.

Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) - provides a 
regional strategy for the development and use of 
land to 2016.  The emerging new RSS (prepared 
by the Regional Assembly for Yorkshire and the 
Humber) provides a spatial planning framework for 
the Region to 2026 (including how many houses 
should be built in Bradford) and will inform the LDF.

Local Development Framework (LDF) - This is 
the collection documents that together will provide 
the framework for delivering the spatial planning 
strategy for the District. It will eventually replace 
the RUDP for Bradford.

Development Plan Document (DPD) - The 
documents  which form the statutory development 
plan for the District (together with RSS) and are 
subject of an independent examination.  They 
include the following: 

• Core Strategy - provides the strategic planning 
framework for the district.  It sets out the long-term 
spatial vision for the District, and the strategic 
objectives and policies to deliver that vision.  The 
strategy contains core policies, a monitoring and 
an implementation framework.

• Site Allocations - identifies sites and related 
policies for a specific type of use ie housing or 
employment.

• Area Action Plans - Documents that provide a 
planning framework for an area of the District where 
significant change or conservation is needed.

• Proposals Map - Ordnance survey map base 
showing site specific allocations and designations.

• Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) - 
while not part of statutory development plan, provide 
supplementary guidance to policies and proposals 
contained in Development Plan Documents.


