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City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council
Volunteers dig in on community prolects

Staff from across the Council have been rolling up
their sleeves to transform the grounds at Denholme
Primary School and clear an overgrown footpath

in Shipley.

At Denholme a group worked alongside schoolchildren,
their teachers and villagers to plant wild flowers, build a
log-seating area, paint fences and install a fish pond to
create a community garden at the school.

Community

Meanwhile, vegetation was cut back and stone sets
were exposed to reopen an existing path linking
Shipley and Saltaire and create a circular walk
between the Leeds-Liverpool Canal and the River Aire.

Huge billboard adverts
like this one sprang

up in and around the
district last month to
herald a major campaign
promoting the
regeneration of Bradford.

‘The Birth of a New
City’ was launched by

Council Leader Margaret Eaton braved blustery
and wet conditions to help volunteers and
students at Denholme Primary School.

Steve Angus, from Social Services, and Stuart
Russo, from Environmental Services, get
stuck in to the undergrowth at Shipley.

The projects were joint ventures with Bradford Cares,
a Business in the Community Initiative, which helps
businesses to become involved in voluntary work
locally. The Council has just launched an Employee
Volunteering Scheme which encourages staff to
volunteer and support community-based activities.

lend a hand at Denholme, said: “We are the largest
employer in the district and our staff can contribute a
great deal to community activities in Bradford which in
turn can help to improve the lives of residents.”

Council Leader Margaret Eaton, who dropped in to

Competition

Win Alhambra panto tickets

Birds of a Feather star
Lesley Joseph is sure to
have audiences at the
Alhambra booing and
hissing as, in the guise

of the Wicked Queen,

., she tries to outwit Victoria
Picture: T&A Hay’s Snow White.

Peter Piper (Muddles) and Roger Kitter (The Dame)
also star in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,

this year’s Bradford panto from December 16 to
February 5 2006.

Community Pride has a family ticket (four seats) to
give away for the 7.15pm performance on Tuesday,
January 10. Just answer the simple question below.

Entries must be received by noon on Monday, December
12. If you are sending your entry by post please
remember to use a stamp. One winner will be drawn from
all the correct entries. The competition is open to
residents of the City of Bradford Metropolitan District
Council area only. The Editor’s decision is final. No
correspondence will be entered into.

@ Catherine Patrick, of Cottingley, and Alison

Wall, of Riddlesden, each won pair of tickets to
see Twelfth Night at the Alhambra after winning
our September competition. They correctly said

SNOW WHITE Competition

Question: Grumpy, Sneezy, Happy, Bashful, Dopey
and Sleepy. Which dwarf is missing from the list?

Return to: SNOW WHITE Competition,

Bradford Theatres will send you information about
forthcoming events. If you do not wish to be
added to our mailing list please tick this box. I:‘

Hall Cliffe Community Garden has become a splash of colour in
the middle of Baildon thanks to the hard work and vision of local
people including (inset left to right) Ruth Anderson, Richard
Freean, Eddie Nash and Julia Donoghue.

Green-fingered residents have

School into an oasis of calm in the
heart of Baildon.

It has taken over four years to

relax on a bench or tree seat,
enjoy a woodland walk or stroll
through the 14 themed planting
areas. They include cottage
and herb gardens, meadow, a
water garden and conifer and
heather and azalea and
rhododendron beds.

Julia Donoghue set the ball rolling
in 2001 with a newspaper advert. A
group got together. They registered
as a charity, secured a 25-year

£58,000 grant from the
Countryside Agency and raised
more cash in donations and from
fund-raising events.

The physical work started in March

“It's been hard work at times but a
real labour of love,” said Julia. “We

got rid of tons of tarmac and

week to prepare and plant the
beds and sow seeds.

“We've had 99.9% support

from local people. They think it’s
great and people have donated
plants and trees.”

The Council’s Parks and
Landscape and Waste
Management services have also
lent their support to the project.
They have promised to keep the

provided litter, recycling and
compost bins, fitted garden
seats and provided tools and
litter-picking kits.

They have also organised a grant
from Shipley Area Co-ordinator’s
Office to hold a competition for
local youngsters to design a litter
poster which will be displayed in
the garden.

Garden group has organised a
caretaker rota and the garden is
covered by CCTV. It is open from
9am to 6pm or dusk.

The contents of this newsletter can be interpreted on request
in community languages. It is also available on tape or in

Braille — please contact 01274 434667.
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Bradford Centre
Regeneration, backed
by the Council, Bradford
Vision and Yorkshire
Forward. Its striking
image of storks
delivering their bundles
of bricks aims to tell the
world about the £1.5
billion of regeneration
projects that are set to
transform the city in the
next few years.

The campaign will also
feature branded taxis

in London, a national and
regional public relations
push and, locally, a
striking commercial in
cinemas until Christmas.

More on page 3.

Waste crime clampdown

Fly-tippers were among the targets

Almost 100 commercial vehicles were
pulled over for spot checks at a border

Commercial vehicles coming into the district were stopped at the

Thornbury Roundabout checkpoint.

W
BRADFORD
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patrol between Leeds and Bradford at

Officers from Bradford Council’'s

Environmental Services Department

Standards, Leeds City Council and
Customs and Excise for the one-day
operation.

charge businesses or homeowners for
the removal of waste and then

fly-tip it illegally.

Nineteen notices were issued for
waste offences and five investigations
were started which could lead to
prosecutions. People were also
arrested or fined for other offences.

® 94 commercial vehicles stopped
® 19 notices issued for waste
offences

could lead to prosecutions
® 3 vehicles seized by the police for
insurance offences

Centre pages
True grit

— wagons
ready to roll

® 3 people arrested and face

that Cat Deeley replaced Matthew Kelly as host ) during the biggest crackdown on Thornbury Roundabout. All were joined forces with colleagues from the prosecution
h ; turned the derelict former 2004 and the half-acre garden was ) . - ) . - . " !
of Stars in their Eyes. , .. . waste crime ever in the district. asked to produce their vehicle Environment Agency, West Yorkshire ® 5 fixed penalties served by the
playground for St John’s Church officially opened this summer. ] . . :
b Police, West Yorkshire Trading police

® 38 vehicle fuel checks carried out
® 3 vehicles seized for carrying ‘red
diesel’ were released on payment of

Name ... 1 create Hall Cliffe Community rubble',1 Iz_andscaped the p:ths and ' " . a £500 fine
Garden but now local people can e The Council staff were particularly ® 2 businesses will be prosecuted for
AQAress ... rocks. We've been meeting every on the lookout for traders who

Trading Standards offences

® 25 travellers questioned and
intelligence gathered

® 2 uniforms and paperwork seized.

Coun Anne Hawkesworth,

Executive Member for Environment,
hailed the operation as a success and
said: "Waste crime affects everyone —
fly-tipping not only blights our
landscape, it creates an environmental
hazard and is costly to remove.

“Waste crime will not be tolerated by

Community Pride, Room 21a, City Hall, # . " . . . - .
Bradford BD1 1HY by noon on the dlosing date. lease from Bradford Council, a site clear of litter for three years, The Hall Cliffe Community ® 5 waste investigations started which Bradford Council and traders who are

caught committing offences will be
prosecuted."

Page 8
Residents

create an
urban oasis
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Contact

COUNCIL CONTACT

To report a fault, request a Council
service or information about a service,
make a complaint or even give us a pat
on the back, the new Council Contact
centre is the first port of call for a rapid
response. It is open from 8am to 6pm
Monday to Friday and is also the
Council’s emergency out-of-hours
telephone number.

By phone: 01274 431000

By fax: 01274 740456

By text message: 07786 208100
(charged at phone companies’
standard rates)

By e-mail: Follow the Contact Us link
on www.bradford.gov.uk

Switchboard: 01274 432111
(8am-5pm Monday to Friday)

FACE TO FACE

Visit the bdirect Customer Service
Centre at Centenary Court, between
the Midland Hotel and Forster Square
Station, Bradford (8.30am-5pm Monday
to Friday). Pedestrian access is via the
cobbled ramp which leads from
Cheapside towards Forster Square
railway station. (There is no access to
bdirect through the Midland Hotel).

The centre is a one-stop shop where
you can make enquiries and access
services provided by Bradford Council,
Inland Revenue, West Yorkshire Police,
NHS, Pensions Service, Bradford

Council for Voluntary Service,
Jobcentre Plus and Citizens Advice
Bureau. Alternatively, you can use the
website at www.bdirect.org.uk

There are also advice centres at:
146 Main Street, Bingley (01274
438775); Keighley Town Hall, Bow
Street (01535 618014); 2A Wellcroft,
Shipley (01274 437016/7); The
Manningham Centre, 1 Carlisle Road
(01274 431501).

IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEES
There are seven Improvement
Committees which scrutinise
decisions made within the Council on
behalf of the public and hold inquiries
into matters of local concern. Their
meetings are open to the public.

For more information, dates of
meetings or to obtain an agenda
contact the Committee Secretariat on
01274 433534 or follow the Overview
and Scrutiny links under Council and
Democracy on the
www.bradford.gov.uk home page.

TALK TO YOUR COUNCILLOR
Councillors hold regular surgeries in
their wards at which residents can
discuss issues where a councillor may
be able to help.

Contact details for individual
councillors and details of surgeries
can be found at
www.bradford.gov.uk/asp/councillors/
surgery.asp or by contacting the
Member Support Unit on 01274 432282.
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Two new initiatives by the Sport and
Leisure Service will improve the
welfare and safety of customers at the
district’s sports facilities.

Potentially life-saving defibrillators
have initially been installed at Richard
Dunn and Nab Wood sports centres,
Shipley Pool and The Leisure Centre,
Keighley, and staff have been trained
to use them. It is planned to provide
similar equipment at other centres and
pools over the next year.

Defibrillators can be used in
emergencies to resuscitate someone
whose heart has stopped beating — a
situation in which every second can
count — before paramedics can get to
the scene.

Putting your safety first)

Leisure, said: “Having a defibrillator on
site supports the skills of our first
aiders and could help to save
someone’s life.”

Meanwhile, hundreds of staff are also
being trained to protect children by
understanding how sex offenders may
try to operate in leisure facilities.

The Council is the first in West
Yorkshire to sign up to the
Leisurewatch scheme. It was
developed by a charity, the Derwent
Initiative, and is backed by the police,
the National Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children, social care
agencies and the probation service.

Staff are learning how to identify
behaviour that may be of concern and

bactive

Principal facilities manager John
Coulton said: “Introducing
Leisurewatch is a positive measure
that builds upon our already high
safety standards and does not mean
that our leisure centres and swimming
pools have a problem or are unsafe. It
will make them even safer and
reassure parents and carers of our
commitment to protect and keep their
children safe.”

For more information contact John
Coulton on 01274 438795 or e-mail

Steve Warner, head of Sport and

what to do if they spot any.

john.coulton@bradford.gov.uk

/

Go west for informal forums

Neighbourhood Forums have become the place to be
in Bradford West since the Area Co-ordinator’s Office
team made some innovative changes.

Attendances soared from an average of just 36 people
per forum to 128 between April and June as a result of
area co-ordinator Louise Williams and her team
introducing different styles of forum, getting local
residents and groups to work together between
meetings and by improved publicity.

Neighbourhood Forums are open meetings where
residents can hear about and respond to plans the
Council and other agencies have that will affect their
area and discuss local issues and services.

“Traditionally they have been quite formal with
councillors, officers and guest speakers simply standing
up in front of an audience,” said Louise. “We decided to
try something different in order to increase attendance
and participation — and it has worked.”

® Pupils from five primary schools worked with a dance
theatre company on a production about anti-social
behaviour and bullying which they performed at their
local forums. Representatives of various statutory and
voluntary agencies staffed exhibition stalls and free
crime prevention equipment and food was on offer.

® Forums in Thornton and Canterbury were entertained
by a play developed and performed by younger and
older residents.

® Health-themed forums have been run with free health
checks, oral hygiene packs and aromatherapy.

® The Go Girlington! campaign was launched at a
forum in June and over 300 people enjoyed a rap by
pupils from Girlington Primary School.

Why not air your views at a Neighbourhood Forum? The

following forums will take place before the end of January
2006. To find out where they are being held and to request
an agenda contact the relevant Area Co-ordinator’s Office.

Bradford North Area (7pm unless stated, Area Co-ordinator’s
Office 01274 431066): January — 18, Bradford Moor; 19, Pollard
Park & Otley Road; 25, Ravenscliffe & Greengates; 26, Bradford
Moor & Thornbury (Women, 1.30pm), Thackley; 31, Bolton.

Bradford South Area (7pm unless stated, Area Co-
ordinator’s Office 01274 431155): November — 8, Bankfoot
(Day, 10am); 9, Ambler Thorn & Queensbury; 10, Ambler Thorn &
Queensbury (Day, 1.30pm); 17, Great Horton (Day, 1.30pm),
Great Horton; 23, Scholemoor & Lidget Green (Day, 1.30pm); 29,
Odsal & Wibsey (Day, 1.30pm). December — 1, Odsal & Wibsey.

Bradford West Area (7pm unless stated, Area Co-ordinator’s
Office 01274 432597): November - 9, Fairweather Green,
Sandy Lane; 10, Thornton, Clayton; 15, Horton Grange; 16,
Canterbury/Little Horton; 17, Haworth Road; 23, Allerton, Park
Lane; 29, Daisy Hill; 30, West Bowling. December — 1, Girlington
(Evening), Marshfields; 8, Lilycroft. January — 18, Horton Grange
(Evening); 26, Frizinghall (6pm).

Keighley Area (7pm unless stated, Area Co-ordinator’s Office
01535 618008):

November — 7, Highfield; 8, Steeton & Eastburn; 15, Showfield;
30, Beechcliffe/Utley.

Shipley Area (7.30pm unless stated, Area Co-ordinator’s
Office 01274 437146): November — 8, Cottingley; 10, Crossflatts
& Micklethwaite; 16, Saltaire; 21, Nab Wood, Moorhead &
Northcliffe; 23, Lower Baildon; 24, Eldwick & Gilstead; 29, Baildon
Village; 30, Cullingworth. December — 1, Denholme; 8, Esholt.
January — 18, Bolton Woods/Gaisby/Crag & Owlet (7pm); 19,
Burley-in-Wharfedale; 25, Wrose; 26, Bingley Town (2pm).

RAF Falcons came down to earth at Lister Park in a plume of smoke (above left) before meeting the Lord Mayor, Coun
Valerie Binney, and youngsters from Poplars Farm Primary School, Bolton Woods (above middle) and St John’s CofE
Primary School, Bierley (above right), while abseilers unveiled a banner on the Lister’s Mill chimney (far right).

Birth of a new city

Daredevil parachutists the RAF
Falcons jumped into Lister Park and
abseilers unveiled a huge banner on
the landmark Lister’s Mill chimney to
launch ‘The Birth of a New City’.

The campaign signals the start of a
process that will bring Bradford to life

Bradford already has
a lot to shout about

ﬁl’ransforming Bradford

Here’s where some of that £1.5 billion is being spent:

® Broadway — Westfield’s £300 million shopping and
apartment development will start taking shape next year.

® Douglas Mill — A £7.5 million conversion on Manchester
Road, which will provide offices for Bradford City Teaching

and Bradford South and West PCTs, is due for completion in March 2006.
® Lister Mills — In an £80 million-plus project Urban Splash is creating
apartments in what was once Europe’s largest silk mill at Manningham.
® Masterplan — Feasibility studies are under way for Will Alsop’s proposed
water feature outside City Hall and the Markets area of the city centre.
® Little Germany — Public realm works and conversions for residential and
commercial developments are transforming the conservation area. Asquith
Properties is also building ‘The Gatehaus’, a new £22 million apartment
\ development with stone-faced design and fin-shaped glass tower.

through the £1.5 billion regeneration
programme, including Will Alsop’s
innovative Masterplan, and the
massive economic boost it will give
the district and its residents.

J

Hall while the historic building
is being redeveloped

Making
Bradior
pasl

parl of 125
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with more businesses attracted to the
city, an increase in the number of
residential and mixed use
developments being planned and a
world-class university. And there is
more to come.

‘The Birth of a New City’ will
communicate that message locally,
regionally and nationally by
marketing, press and public
relations activity and by word of
mouth through enthusiastic
residents, community and business
leaders dubbed ‘Bradvocates’ by
Council Leader and chair of
Bradford Vision, Margaret Eaton
(pictured left).

She said: “Bradfordians share a pride
and belief in the future of their city and
rightly so. Bradford has a rich heritage
of entrepreneurship that built many of
the impressive historical buildings in
our city. The regeneration programme
will open up the city centre to reveal
the best of the old and combine it with
the excitement of the new.”

Maud Marshall, chief executive of
Bradford Centre Regeneration (BCR),
said: “You only have to walk around
the city centre today to see the scale
of development that is already
underway and it is set to grow in the
coming years.

“The birth of a new city is happening
now and the marketing campaign is a
great way to tell the rest of the UK
that Bradford is a great place in
which to live, learn, work, invest and
have fun!”

For more information contact
BCR on 01274 721777 or visit
www.bradfordnewcity.com

ANENNRRRERRNNNEENENNNNNNEENEREEN
Coun Simon Cooke in front of the . s
banner which wraps Eastbrook [ I n g an o avo u rI e

Work has finally started to redevelop Eastbrook Hall, one of
Bradford's landmark buildings, to its former glory.

commercial space.

The former Methodist Hall’s striking Leeds Road and Chapel
Street facades are being retained and, behind a huge wrap,
owners Aldersgate Estates will create 69 apartments and

Eastbrook Hall has been empty since the early 1980s and its
interior was ravaged by fire in 1996. However, the £10 million
project will transform the Grade |l-listed building into a flagship of
the city centre’s regeneration and a gateway to Little Germany.

The redevelopment is the result of an innovative public and
private sector funding arrangement. Aldersgate’s £6 million
investment is being supported by money from Bradford Council,
national regeneration agency English Partnerships, Bradford
Centre Regeneration, Yorkshire Forward and Regen 2000.

Coun Simon|Cooke, Executive Member for Regeneration, said:
“A lot of work has gone into reaching this agreement, which will
deliver this important regeneration scheme for the city and
continue the exciting transformation of| Little Germany.”
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News in brief

Could you be a
‘mystery shopper’?

Members of the public are being signed
up to help the Council find out where it
is doing well for its customers and
where things might need to improve.

‘Mystery shoppers’, as they are known,
make anonymous visits and phone
calls to council offices. They report
back honestly on how they were dealt
with by staff, access to buildings and
services, and signage. Their responses
help the Council to review services
from a customer’s viewpoint and

make improvements.

The research is being extended after
positive test runs in libraries and
customer service offices. More ‘mystery
shoppers’ from all ages, ethnic origins
and social backgrounds are wanted.
Training and payment will be provided.

If you would like to be one contact
Mike Barnett on 01274 432221 or
mike.barnett@bradford.gov.uk

An inspector calls

The Commission for Social Care
Inspection (CSClI) is inspecting
Bradford’s social care services for
disabled people.

The inspectors are looking at how
services for disabled people are
planned and provided and how the
Council and other organisations work
together to do that. Their report will be
published next year.

They are keen to hear from anyone
aged 16-64 who has a physical
disability or sensory impairment, their
carers or anyone else who has views
about these services in the district.

The Commission can be contacted by
phone on 0161 772 1620, by post at
The Commission for Social Care
Inspection, Manchester Local Office,
9th Floor, Oakland House, Talbot Road,
Old Trafford, Manchester M16 0PQ or
by e-mail at enquiries@csci.gsi.gov.uk

Environment Extra

More than 500 readers returned the
waste survey form in the Environment
Extra in the July Community Pride.

The responses showed overwhelming
support for the Council to build a
facility to separate different recyclable
waste and for the development of a
compost works in the district.

There was also clear support for the
development of facilities to process
the rest of the district’s waste by
mechanical biological treatment and/or
incineration. The Council currently deals
with nearly 300,000 tonnes of waste
each year and needs to increase the
amount that is recycled and composted
in order to reduce what is sent to landfill.

The survey results have helped the
Council develop a new Municipal Waste
Strategy which will be published on its
website soon.
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Winter’s on its way (or may already
have arrived) and the Council’s gritter
fleet is ready to roll.

It’s the gritters’ job to keep the district’s
main roads clear of snow and ice and
safe for motorists. Many side roads
and footpaths are also treated.

Twenty-six main routes covering around
720 miles are usually treated at 6pm or
5am. Also designated ‘special winter
routes’ — including the major roads in

24/7 service keeps district’s roads clear

and out of Bradford city centre and the
main roads which link towns such as
Keighley, lIkley, Bingley and Shipley —
are treated in the early afternoon to
prepare for evening rush hour.

Street Scene North principal officer
Damian Fisher, who manages the fleet,
said: "Early warnings from the Met
Office enable us to contact our drivers
quickly, release them from their other
council work and get them on the road

True grit

® 27 Council gritters plus
sub-contractors

720 miles of main road, side
roads and footpaths treated

conditions gritting takes place round
the clock." °

Following successful trials last winter
Safecote, a new type of road salt regularly (67% of the

which is covered in sticky molasses, Council’s network)

will be used. It is more expensive than ® 70-150 call-outs every winter,
conventional rock salt but the sugary sometimes up to three a day
compound helps the grit stick to the ® 12,000 tonnes of grit used
road better. It is therefore less likely to every winter

be pushed aside by traffic and means ©® £900,000 spent every year on
less has to be spread. gritting

as soon as possible. In extreme

There will be no changes

recycling ¢
Christmas and New
year.
working

Stay in control this Christmas

Revellers in city centre pubs and
clubs are being targeted in the run-up
to the festive season by two
campaigns designed to make them
think about how their drinking can
ruin their own lives and those of other
people.

The Council’'s Road Safety team is
targeting speeding young male
drivers and late night revellers in a
bid to reduce the number of deaths
and serious injuries on the district’s
roads at this time of the year.

Road safety officer Sue Snoddy said:
"Young men driving too fast late at
night, sometimes under the influence
of drink or drugs, are the cause of too
J many accidents. The Christmas party
season is a good time to get the

Remember
= (¥recycle

Around 30% more waste is produced by the average family during
the festive season than at any other time of the year. Much of it
can be recycled.

JON | ORSNE ALCOHGL AN DRIVE

Use your recycle bin for Christmas cards, wrapping paper,
cardboard packaging and drink and food cans. Alternatively there
are more than 80 bottle banks and recycling ‘bring’ sites at
supermarkets, pubs and car parks across the district.

The district’s seven Household Waste Recycling Centres are open

during the festive period — apart from
Christmas Day, December 26 and New
Year’s Day.

No change

They are open ‘Sunday hours’,
9am to 4pm (except Ford Hill
at Queensbury which closes
at 1pm) on December 27
and January 2.

to household refuse and
ollection days over
Year this
Council collectors will be
on the Bank Holiday
Tuesday, December 27.
Just put your bins out
on your normal day
for collection.

The centres are at Dowley
Gap, Wagon Lane, Bingley;
Bowling Back Lane, BD4; Ford
Hill, Hill End Lane, Queensbury;
Golden Butts, Golden Butts Road,
likley; Royd Ings Avenue, Keighley;
Sugden End, Halifax Road, Keighley;
Wilson Road, Dealburn Road, Low Moor.

For more information contact the Recycling Office on 01274 438883
or visit www.bradford.gov.uk/asp/waste_management/recycling.asp

Go to the website above and simply type in your postcode and
tick a box against waste product you want to get rid of and the
website will tell you where your nearest facility is.

message across that it is dangerous
to themselves and other road users,
as well as reinforcing the annual
national and regional Drink Drive
campaigns."

Driving after drinking increases the
risk of killing someone. At twice the
legal limit, a driver is 50 times more
likely to be involved in a fatal crash.

Graphic images of accidents and
their knock-on effects will be used on
posters. Hard-hitting late-night radio
ads and beer mats like the one
pictured left will also be used.

Walking billboards — people wearing
jackets with illuminated posters on
the back — will mingle with bar and
club-goers around Bradford.

The Bradford youngsters and their Jamaican hosts get to work on what
was to become a colourful and practical playground.

For other late night revellers the
message is about getting home safely,
highlighting the risk of being run over
on the drunken stumble home or the
danger of getting into a stranger’s car.

The second campaign warns of the
effects of binge drinking and aims to
make people think twice about their
behaviour when drinking so much that
they lose their self-control and become
involved in alcohol-related violence
and anti-social behaviour.

It is being organised by the Safer
Communities Partnership, which
comprises Bradford Council, West
Yorkshire Police and other agencies.
Beer mats, bus ads and posters in
toilets will carry messages about the
dangers of binge drinking.

A year ago the Shades youth group
decided they wanted to work with deaf
young people in an exchange
programme. With help from the Council’s
Youth Service links were forged with the
Caribbean Christian Centre for the Deaf
(CCCD) in Jamaica.

David Lawson (pictured right) was one
of 10 young people from Bradford, along
with three leaders, who returned from a
three-week trip to Jamaica in September.
He put his impressions of the experience
down on paper for Community Pride.

"The purpose of the trip was to spend two
weeks at the school building a playground
and learning about deaf Jamaican culture,
followed by a week of relaxation experi-
encing Jamaican life.

But before making the journey we had to
raise £20,000. As a group we organised a
casino night, a dance and a 13-mile
sponsored walk from Bradford City Hall to
Leeds City Hall. Individually | cooked a
three-course meal, with complementary
wine, for 10 people at £15 a head and did a
sponsored 10-mile run along the Leeds-
Liverpool canal.

| was the only deaf person in the group, so
everyone also learned British Sign
Language and how to fingerspell the

Forging Caribbean links

alphabet in American Sign Language, which
is similar to the Jamaican version (JSL).

Our group is very proud of the playground
we helped to construct. It has two climbing
frames, an animal mural, a swing, a slide
and assorted painted tyres. We have
developed strong friendships with our deaf
peers; learned some JSL; sampled exotic
food like sugar cane, gynep and sweet sop;
experienced going without electricity and
hot water for three days after lightening
struck the school’s transformer; and we
swam with crocodiles in the Black River.

I’'m extremely
thankful to have
had this
opportunity and
hope that we’ll be
able to raise more
than £20,000 for
the Jamaican
group to complete
the programme
and visit England
next summer."

For more information, to make a
donation or sponsor the group contact
Veronica Harewood, youth worker, on
01274 431324 or e-mail
veronica.harewood @bradford.gov.uk

Mid-winter
doesn’t have
to be bleak

Every winter more than 20,000 people over
65 die in England and Wales from
cold-related ilinesses. Many of those deaths
could be avoided.

There is plenty of
practical help and
advice available to
make sure older
people can look
after themselves
during the cold
winter months,
says Nick Farrar of
Bradford Council
Social Services.

"We are happy to
come out and
discuss any
concerns with
people and explain
the services on offer, such as meals on
wheels, home care and, if a person is really
dependent, somewhere they can stay.

"People who live alone are particularly
vulnerable. Family, friends and
neighbours can play an important role by
popping in regularly for a cuppa and a
chat — we all appreciate company — and to
check that older people are looking after
themselves properly.”

Here are some tips on how to beat the cold
this winter.

@ Get a flu jab. It’s free if you’re over 65.

@ Have regular hot meals and drinks.

® Stock up on basic foods and medicines.

@ Avoid sitting down for long periods.

® Wrap up indoors and out. Wear warm
clothing in bed, use a hot water bottle or
electric blanket.

® Keep your home warm, especially your
living room and bedroom. You may be
eligible for a grant for central heating or
insulation — call your local Energy
Efficiency Advice Centre on 0800 512 012.
If heating bills are a great problem,
consider living and sleeping in one room.

® Keep a thermometer handy. The
recommended temperature for all rooms
is 21°C (70°F) but you may be
comfortable at a higher temperature.
Below 16°C (60°F) and you will be at risk
of hypothermia, heart attack or stroke.

@ If you are over 60 make sure you get
your cold weather payment from the
Government - it’s designed to help with
the costs of keeping warm.
Call 0845 915 1515.

For more information the NHS Winter
Warmth Advice Line (Monday to Friday
8am-8pm, October 1-March 31) is on 0800
085 7000, minicom 0800 0857857.

To contact Bradford Council Social
Services ring 01274 431704. In an
emergency outside normal office hours
contact 01274 530434 (4.30pm - 7am).
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Until Dec 31, ‘Currer Bell’ is dead
(Bronte Parsonage Museum, Haworth):
Exhibition to commemorate the 150th
anniversary of the death of Charlotte
Bronte. 01535 642323 or www.bronte.info

Until Jan 15 2006, Black British Style
(Cartwright Hall): From Sunday dressing
to street wear, celebrity to Rasta, this
exhibition looks at fashion and styling
across all aspects of black life and culture
over the past 50 years. 01274 431212.

Until Jan 15 2006, Talking Threads
(Cliffe Castle, Keighley): Exhibition taking
a fresh look at our clothes, the meanings
they hold and how they were received at
the time. 01535 618231.

Until March 31 2006, Crossing
Continents (Bolling Hall): Exhibition about
people and collections of African origin in
England pre-1900s. 01274 431826.

November

6-Jan 29 2006, Bradford Camera Club
(Bradford Industrial Museum): Exhibition
of photos, in the new Café Gallery.
01274 435900.

12, Gawthorpe Brass Band (All Saints
Church, llkley): 7.30pm. £4 (£3/£2
concessions). 01943 430108. 12-Jan 8
2006, Presence lll (Manor House, llkley):
A selling exhibition of contemporary crafts
by regional makers. 01943 600066. 12-
13, Town Crier Competition (Haworth):
01535 642329 or
www.haworthvillage.co.uk

13, Remembrance Services
(District-wide)

16-19, Bradford Animation Festival
(NMFPT): The UK’s biggest animation
festival. Four days packed with master
classes, seminars, screenings and special
events. 0870 7010200 or www.baf.org.uk

17, Christmas Lights Switch-on
(Centenary Square, Bradford): Music,
competitions and celebrity appearances
starting at 5.30pm with Pulse presenters
Steve & Jacqui @ breakfast. Switch-on at
7pm followed by fireworks and lighting
display. 17-20, European Christmas
Market (Bradford city centre): Christmas
gifts and festive food.

18, Around Baildon Guided Walk
(Bracken Hall Countryside Centre,
Baildon): Following the boundary walk and
paths around the Moor. 4.75 miles. Meet
Bracken Hall 10.30am. Bring snack and
drink. 01274 584140. 18, Moscow
Philharmonic Orchestra (St George’s
Hall): 7.30. From £8.50.

19, Christmas Lights Switch-on
(Shipley). 19, Charity Concert (Bradford
Boys Grammar School): Black Dyke Band
presented by Bingley Airedale Rotary
Club. 7.30pm. More info and tickets from
Mike Webber 01274 551124. 19-20,
Scroggling the Holly (Haworth):
Including procession. 01535 642329 or
www.haworthvillage.co.uk.

24-Dec 11, German Christmas Chalet
Market (Centenary Square, Bradford):
German speciality food and gifts. 24,
Christmas Lights Switch-on (Market
Hall Square, Keighley): With Pulse FM
roadshow. 5pm-7pm. 01535 618085.

25, Al Murray (St George’s Hall): 8pm.
£17.50.

26, Christmas Lights Switch-ons (llkley
and Bingley). 26-27, Masquerade
Weekend (Haworth): 01535 642329 or
www.haworthvillage.co.uk. 26-27,
Victorian Christmas Market (Bradford
Industrial Museum): 10am-4pm. 01274
435900. 26 to Dec 4, Art Exhibition
(Kings Hall, likley).

27, Family Drop-in Workshop
(Cartwright Hall): Creating with colour and
patterns from Balraj Khanna's New
Language exhibition. 1pm-4pm.

01274 431212.

28, Rory Bremner (St George’s Hall):
8pm. £19.50 plus booking fee.

30-Dec 10, Peter Pan (Alhambra):
Northern Ballet Theatre’s production of the
J M Barrie classic. 7.30pm. Matinees Wed
Dec 7 and Thurs 2pm, Sat 2.30pm and
Sun Dec 4 4pm.

December

1, ReelinandaRockin (St George’s Hall):
Hits from the 60s featuring Dave Dee,
Wayne Fontana, Brian Poole. 7.30pm.
From £13.50.

2, An Evening with Aled Jones and
friends (St George’s Hall): 7.30pm.
£21.50. 2, Brodsky Quartet (Bradford
Cathedral): 7.30pm. Tickets from £8.50
from St George’s Hall box office. 2-March
5 2006, ‘It's a wind-up’ (Bradford
Industrial Museum): Exhibition looking at
the mechanics of clockwork and the range
of day-to-day objects that run with a
clockwork mechanism. 01274 435900.

2, Spirit of Christmas (All Saints Church,
Iikley): Candle-lit concert with Bradford
Youth Choir. 7.30pm. Tickets £5 from
Iikley Tourist Information Centre. More
Info: Dick Watson 01943 430108. 2, Dave
Tyas Quartet (The Priestley): Tickets from
£5. 8pm. 01274 543547.

2, A Bag of Quips (Alhambra Studio):
With Dan Willis, Shelly Cooper and Robin
Ince. 8pm. £8.

3, Thornton Vocal Union Christmas
Concert (St George’s Hall): With guests
West Yorkshire Police Band. 2pm.
3-Feb 5 2006, It’s Still Hard Being
British (Cartwright Hall): The first of a
series of exhibitions looking at the terms
‘British’ and ‘Muslim’ showcases the work
of two young artists of Pakistani origin —
Faiza Butt and Naeem Rana. 01274
431212 3, Family Workshop (Manor
House, llkley): Swedish Christmas
Decorations. 1.30pm-4pm. Free. 01943
600066. 3-4, Pipes, Bows and Bells
(Haworth): 01535 642329 or
www.haworthvillage.co.uk

4, Handel — The Messiah (St George’s
Hall): Bradford Festival Choral Society
with the Camerata Concert Orchestra
conducted by Neville Creed. 3.00pm.
From £5.50.

5, Love’s So Amazing Christmas
Special (St George’s Hall): An evening of
song, dance and mime. 7.15pm. From £7
(£5 concessions).

7, Human League (St George’s Hall):
7pm. £22.50.

9, Manchester Camerata (St George’s
Hall): 7.30pm. From £8.50. 9, Christmas
Concert (Victoria Hall, Saltaire): Bradford
Metropolitan Concert Band. 7.30pm.
01274 561588. 9, Christmas Concert
(King’s Hall, likley): Organised by Rotary
Club of likley. 7.30pm. £5 from llkley
Tourist Information Centre. 9, Gospel
Christmas Concert (Cartwright Hall):
Gospel and faith-inspired memories, plus
an exhibition about the history of the New
Testament Church of God, Lidget Green.
6.30pm-9pm. Free.

10, Black Dyke Band (St George’s Hall):
In aid of Bradford Cancer Support.
7.30pm. From £7.50. 10, Family
Workshop (Manor House, likley):
Victorian Christmas Decorations. 1.30pm-
4pm. Free. 01943 600066. 10-11,
Torchlight Weekend (Haworth): 01535
642329 or www.haworthvillage.co.uk

11, Christmas Concert (Lister Park
bandstand): Carols with the choir of St
Paul’s, Shipley, accompanied by the
Sovereign Brass Band. Plus stalls and
Santa. 1pm-3pm. 01274 433828 or e-mail
park-promotions @bradford.gov.uk

13, Blondie (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. £30.

15, Brass and Voices (Tasmin Little
Music Centre, Bradford University):
Christmas carols, mince pies and
traditional music from the University
singers and Brass Group. 1pm. Free.
01274 233191. 15, Swing Fever
Christmas Special (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. From £12.

16-Feb 5, Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs (Alhambra): Panto classic,
starring Lesley Joseph, Victoria Hay and
Roger Kitter. Various performances. £5-
£23. Win tickets — see back page. 16,
Shakin’ Stevens (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. From £16.

17, Traditional Christmas Concert (St
George’s Hall): Bradford Festival Choral
Society. 7.30pm. 17-18, Christmas
Cracker Weekend (Haworth): 01535
642329 or www.haworthvillage.co.uk.

18, Gilstead Craggs Guided Walk
(Bracken Hall Countryside Centre,
Baildon): Via Eldwick and Shipley Glen.
6.5 miles. Meet Bracken Hall 10.30am.
Packed lunch required. 01274 584140.

22, ‘Carols and Capers’ with Maddy
Prior and the Carnival Band (St
George’s Hall): Unique programme of
Christmas music played on medieval and
modern instruments. 7.30pm. 22, Family
Workshop (Manor House, likley):
Christmas Crackers. 1.30pm-4pm. Free.
01943 600066.

23, Ken Dodd (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. From £14.50.

24, Santa’s Walkabout (Haworth): 01535
642329 or www.haworthvillage.co.uk

27, Tractor Run (Haworth): In aid of the
West Yorkshire Air Ambulance. 01535
642329 or www.haworthvillage.co.uk

January

6, Halle (St George’s Hall): New Year
Viennese Celebration Concert. 7.30pm.
from £8.50. 6, Richard Ormrod Boptet
(The Priestley): Tickets from £5. 8pm.
01274 543547.

13-15, The Nutcracker (St George’s
Hall): With the Russian State Ballet of
Siberia. Evenings and matinees.
From £10.

16-18, Chinese State Circus (St
George’s Hall): Starring the Shaolin

Monks. 5pm and 8pm. From £10.

24-28, Carousel (St George’s Hall):
Presented by Buttershaw St Paul’'s
Amateur Dramatic Society. Evenings and
matinees. From £12.

27, Passacaglia (Bradford Cathedral):
7.30pm. From £7.50.

For more information about
performances at the Alhambra,
Studio or St George’s Hall contact
01274 432000 or
www.bradford-theatres.co.uk

Bradford Council cannot accept
responsibility for cancellations or
changes to event details after
publication.
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has arrived

Bus passengers can now find out exactly
when their next bus will arrive using text
or WAP on their mobile phone or on the

Internet through their computer.

Metro’s £9 million, satellite-linked

‘yournextbus’ system provides real-time | &
information for around 90% of buses in

West Yorkshire. Each bus stop and

shelter has a unique number. When that

number is texted to 63876 or input on the Metro website the passenger
will receive a text reply or on-screen display showing the next four buses
due at the stop and their expected arrival times.

Visit www.wymetro.com and follow the Find your next bus link.

Responding to
quake disaster

Skilled staff could be sent to help with
the massive rebuilding programme in
South Asia as part of the Council’s
response to the earthquake disaster.

Council Leader Margaret Eaton said:
"This disaster has touched many
people in Bradford and our hearts go
out to all those who have lost loved
ones. We are happy to do all that we
can to support people here and in the
affected area.

"We will continue to monitor the
situation and would look carefully at

“Domestic abuse is any violent or abusive behaviour (whether

| B=28" physical, sexual, psychological, emotional, verbal or financial)

COmmunitie
(FEEBFOND BLTRIET]

Domestic abuse is a crime in any
language. That’s the message of a
campaign to encourage victims to
report abuse and to get help.

In 2004/5 more than 8,500 people
reported to Bradford Police that they
had been subjected to some form of
domestic abuse. And it is believed
that only around a quarter of
incidents are reported.

One in four women experiences
domestic abuse at some point in
their lives, but it also happens to
men, although they are even less
likely to report it. Children are often
hurt, used as go-betweens or
become frightened, powerless
spectators.

That’s why this month multi-lingual
press, radio, billboard and bus
adverts are being used by the Safer
Communities Partnership, which
includes the Council, West Yorkshire
Police and other agencies, to
highlight the issue to all the district’s
communities. Information cards are

Log on to www.youthunite.com

Aged between 11 and 19? Got an
opinion about how well (or badly!)
young people are served by bus
operators, train companies and taxis
across the district? Then the Young
People’s Scrutiny Commission wants to
hear from you.

Log on to www.youthunite.com to find
out more. The commission’s new
website also features a help and advice
zone, a what’s on and message board.

The commission is made up of young
people, councillors and independent
members. Its aim is to check out
whether services provided by the
Council and other agencies actually
meet the needs of young people. It
then makes recommendations about
how things could be improved.

For more information contact Licia
Woodhead on 01274 432119 or e-mail
licia.woodhead @bradford.gov.uk

which is used by one person to control and dominate another with
whom they have or have had a personal or family relationship”

Don’t suffer in silence

also being distributed around police
stations, post offices, leisure centres,
libraries, doctor’s surgeries and bars,
pubs and clubs.

The campaign will also target
perpetrators to make them
understand that violence is a crime
no matter who the victim is.

Council Leader Margaret Eaton, who
is also co-chair of the Safer
Communities Partnership, said:
“Domestic abuse concerns the whole
community and we want to make it
clear that it will not be tolerated.

“This campaign will hopefully help to

volunteer social workers,
teachers and other staff
who speak the relevant
languages going over
should they be able to
assist with rebuilding the
area and its communities."

Since the earthquake in October

the Council has been working in
partnership with other agencies to
make sure that the district plays its
part in the relief effort and also to offer
support and condolence to affected
communities locally. It has also
donated £20,000 to the relief appeal.

To give money to the Disasters
Emergency Committee Asia Quake
Appeal telephone 0870 60 60 900
or log on to www.dec.org.uk

domawlic wialanoe an
ot i ey e

= —— - e

~ 0808 2000 247

get victims to come forward and their
fears can be allayed that they will
lose their home or get their children
taken off them.”

Sophie Wessex opens
new children’s home

Her Royal Highness,
the Countess of Wessex,
opened the district’s
newest children’s home,
Sky View at East Morton,
Keighley last month.
The name Sky View was
chosen by the children
themselves and Stacey
Brand presented
the Countess
with a posy as
she toured the
home meeting
the children
and staff.
More on
Bradford’s
children’s
homes
project in
the next
Community
Pride.
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