
Everyone in Bradford District relies
on the value-for-money services that
Bradford Council provides. And we
are committed to maintaining and
improving those services.

That’s why we have had to increase
your Council Tax bills again this year.
However, a rise of just 4.76% for the
Council’s services in 2007-8 was
approved by full Council on 1 March.

That does not include additional
amounts for fire, police and parish
councils, which are outside the
Council’s control.  

From April 2007 the owner of a Band
A property will pay £690.23 a year for
our services, £31.34 more than this
year. A property owner in the average
Band D will pay £1035.34 a year,
£47.01 more than before.

Council Leader Kris Hopkins said:
“With an ageing population and rising
fuel costs it is increasingly difficult for
us to balance the pressures on our
resources with the growing needs
and expectations of the 485,000-plus
people we serve. Also, the increases
in grants from government do not
cover our additional costs.

“So, to make sure we keep Council

Tax rises to a minimum, we are
constantly working to cut costs
without cutting our ‘people-to-people’
frontline services. That means
becoming more effective and efficient
in the way we work.”

For more information about 
2007/8 Council Tax bills visit
www.bradford.gov.uk/
counciltax

Maintaining our value-for-money services for you

Thank you for giving us your
ideas for how the unique city
park at the heart of Bradford
should look and what it could
be used for.

‘A Park At The Heart’ is about
winning lottery funding to create
this city park. Over the last month
thousands of you have been to
focus groups, or answered a
questionnaire in a leaflet or online
at www.parkattheheart.com to
tell us what you
think about our
revised plans. 
And until the end of
March you still can.

We want to know
what would attract you to City
Park, what should it look like and
what should happen there, and
how could it be special for
Bradford and Bradfordians?

Some of the things you’ve 
said are.
� “The best thing about Bradford
is its Victorian heritage. The new
features should emphasise this

and blend in” – Mr K.
� ”I’d like to see a sensory
garden for use by disabled or
sensory-impaired people” – Ms S.
� “A space for all ages and
cultures to meet is essential in
bringing the community together”
– Mr H.
� “The park should have a strong
environmental focus in its design
and construction, built so it is
carbon neutral” – Mr J.

The final
designs, using
your ideas and
demonstrating
your support for
transforming
the area around

City Hall and Centenary Square,
will form part of a Big Lottery
Fund ‘Living Landmark’ bid for
£17 million in
May. Bradford
is in
competition
with 22 other
cities and
public backing

is vital to the success of the bid.

Coun Andrew Mallinson, portfolio
holder for the district’s
regeneration, said: “The park will
be a space for everyone to enjoy.
It will set Bradford apart, will form
a key part of the city’s identity and
will complement the regeneration
work going on across the city.

“I would urge everyone not only to
take the opportunity to express
their views, but also to support
this exciting scheme to transform
the heart of Bradford.”

The proposed park includes
children’s play areas, ‘green’
areas, cafes, bars and
restaurants, art displays, lighting
features and a ‘mirror pool’ which
can be easily drained to hold
major events.

Bradford’s flag is proudly flying again this month at MIPIM (Marche
International des Professionels d’Immobilier), the world’s biggest property
conference, in Cannes, France.

Representatives of the Council, Bradford Centre Regeneration and
Bradford Chamber will be promoting the opportunities for developers 
and investors to be part of the district’s regeneration. Bradfordian TV
personality Linda Barker will act as the city’s ambassador at the event.

Last year over 300 delegates visited the Bradford display and the
regeneration schemes generated interest from 16 large developers 

who wanted to 
invest in the city.
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Footloose Competition

Name ..............................................................

Address ..........................................................

.........................................................................

Contact number .............................................

e-mail ..............................................................

Question: Who was the star of the 80s 
film version of Footloose?

Answer ............................................................

Return to: Footloose Competition,
Community Pride, Room 19, City Hall,
Bradford BD1 1HY by noon on the closing
date of Monday, 2 April 2007.

Bradford Theatres are happy to 
send you information about forthcoming 
events. If you wish to be added to 
our mailing list please tick this box.

Based on the hit 
movie, Footloose - The
Musical bounces onto
the Alhambra stage on
23-28 April, full of high-

energy dance numbers and classic 80s songs
such as Let’s Hear It For The Boy, Holding
Out For A Hero, Almost Paradise and, of 
course, Footloose.

Community Pride has a family ticket (four
seats) to give away for Footloose on the
opening night, Monday, 23 April 2007 (7.30pm).
Just answer the simple question below.

The Saturday matinee on 28 April (2.30pm)
kicks off Bradford Theatres’ new season of
audio-described performances for blind and
partially-sighted customers. There are also
signed and captioned shows on the 25th
(7.30pm) and 27th (5.30pm) respectively.
For more information contact 01274 432375
or e-mail enquiries@bradford-theatres.co.uk

Competition

� Julie Grievson, of Baildon, and Jean
Graham, of Steeton, each won a pair of tickets
to see Fame – The Musical, at the Alhambra
after winning our January competition. The
correct answer was New York. 

Entries must be received by noon on Monday, 
2 April 2007. One winner will be drawn from all the
correct entries. The competition is open to residents of
the City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council area
only. The Editor’s decision is final.

This newsletter 
is also available
in audio format,
in Braille or as a
Word document. 
Please contact
01274 432020. 



Bradford Council provides value-
for-money services costing around
£1 billion to over 485,000 residents
living in around 200,000 households
in the district.

The pie chart shows where we get that
money from. As you can see only 14%
comes from your Council Tax.

The bulk of the money comes from
government grants – the general
Revenue Support Grant and grants for
specific projects, such as the new
Dedicated Schools Grant.

Other sources of income are Business
Rates and money the Council receives
from rents, fees and charges.

The panels below show how much we
planned to spend in specific areas,
some of the wide range of services we
provide in those areas, and some of
our successes already in 2006-7.

You can find more information about
Council Tax and the Council’s budget
for 2007-8 in the leaflet you will receive
shortly with your Council Tax bill.

Our Priorities: better education  � creating prosperity  �  safer communities  �  improved environment  �  healthier communities  �  customer service
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How we spend your money
Housing
Total spend: £125.4 million
Percentage of budget: 12%
In 2006-7 you paid £118.60*

Some of our services: Work with
the Housing Corporation and
registered social landlords to deliver
social housing schemes; tackling
homelessness.
Did you know? We negotiate
affordable housing provision on
private development sites.

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� 158 social houses and flats built

through partnership working. 
� 109 affordable houses and flats

provided on private development
sites, with 99 more in the pipeline.

Highways, Roads 
and Transport
Total spend: £49.1 million 
(includes £19.3 million Passenger
Transport Authority levy) 
Percentage of budget: 5%
In 2006-7 you paid £49.42*

Some of our services: Road
maintenance; major works; traffic
safety; car parks; CCTV cameras;
taxi licensing.

Did you know? We manage 41 car
parks with 3,585 spaces.

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� Kept 1,700 km of the road

network gritted.
� Maintained 48,000 street lights

and spent over £1 million on
electricity for those lights.

� Maintain 400 road bridges, 300
footbridges and 1,000 walls.

Planning and
Development
Total spend: £30.3 million
Percentage of budget: 3%
In 2006-7 you paid £29.65*

Some of our services: Planning;
conservation; landscape design;
rights of way; building control;
economic development; road safety.

Did you know? We maintain over
1,000km of Rights of Way.

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� Dealt with over 4,000 planning

applications.
� Helped hundreds of people to

start their own businesses
through the Enterprise Island
Challenge and our be
enterprising project.

� Completed a five-year project to
assess each of the district’s 58
Conservation Areas.

Environment
Total spend: £47.1 million
Percentage of budget: 5%
In 2006-7 you paid £49.42*

Some of our services: Waste
disposal; recycling; fly-tipping and
litter enforcement; food safety; health
and safety at work; air pollution;
animal health and welfare. 

Did you know? In July 2006 we
dealt with 293 noise complaints. 
148 involved loud music, but two
were due to crowing cockerels!

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� Spent £600,000 to expand the

Golden Butts Household Waste
Recycling Centre at Ilkley.

� Environmental Health staff
inspected 2,500 food premises.

� Dealt with 4,500 pest infestations.
� Dealt with 428 stray dogs between

April and December 2006.

See Environment Extra for more.

Corporate and
Customer Services
Total spend: £79.1 million
Percentage of budget: 8%
In 2006-7 you paid £79.06*

Some of our services: Providing
services face to face, by phone and
online; Housing and Council Tax
benefits; revenues; Register Offices;
neighbourhood support; managing
property, staff and money; school
meals and cleaning; marketing and
communications; legal services.

Did you know? 470,000 people visit
our One Stop Shops every year.

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� Opened Keighley One Stop Shop

in Keighley Town Hall.
� Awarded 200 Community Chest

grants to local groups for small
community projects.

� Reached more than 6,000 primary
school children with our Healthy
Eating Education Programme.

*The figure is calculated for a Band
D Council Tax property, paying
£988.33 in 2006-7. For example, a
service that costs 10% of the budget
will cost £98.83 per household.

Education
Total spend: £455.7 million
Percentage of budget: 45%
In 2006-7 you paid £444.75*

Some of our services: Early years
education and childcare; improving
pupil achievement; providing school
places; youth services; Play
Strategy; Skills for Work.

Did you know? We spend on
average £4,000 a year to educate
one child.

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� Helped to create over 800 new

childcare places. 
� Achieved our best-ever 

GCSE results.

Culture
Total spend: £43.8 million
Percentage of budget: 4%
In 2006-7 you paid £39.53*

Some of our services: Sports
centres; swimming pools; sports
coaching; sports pitches;
playscheme support; outdoor
adventure activities; theatres;
community halls; events; libraries;
museums; art galleries; parks and
open spaces; crematoria; markets.

Did you know? Our park rangers
patrol 145,000 miles a year over 
300 sites.

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� Lister Park was Britain’s Best Park

and Haworth Central Park won its
first Green Flag for excellence.

� Captioned performances for some
shows at the Alhambra and St
George’s Hall were introduced.

� Bought over 75,000 new books
and media items for our libraries.

� Spent £600,000 refurbishing
Bowling Pool.

� Welcomed over 280,000 people 
a year to our museums 
and galleries. 

� Over 700,000 people visited the
Bradford International Market
Festival in August.

Turn the page to see how many of our services a typical family in Keighley could be using.

COUNCIL CONTACT
To report a fault, request a
Council service or information,
make a complaint or even give
us a pat on the back, Council
Contact is the first port of call for
a rapid response. 

By phone: 01274 431000 
(8am to 6pm Mon to Fri).
Outside these hours leave a
message or, in an emergency,
ring 01274 438882.
By fax: 01274 740456
By text message: 07786 208100
(charged at phone 
companies’ standard rates)
Online: www.bradford.gov.uk/
contactus

Switchboard: 01274 432111
(8am-5pm Mon-Fri)

FACE TO FACE
Visit the bdirect Customer
Service Centre at Centenary
Court, Bradford (8.30am-5pm
Mon to Fri). Pedestrian access is
via the cobbled ramp which
leads from Cheapside towards
Forster Square railway station.

The centre is a one-stop shop
where you can make enquiries
and access services provided by
Bradford Council, HM
Revenue and Customs, West
Yorkshire Police, NHS,
Pensions Service, Bradford
Council for Voluntary Service,
Jobcentre Plus and Citizens
Advice Bureau. Alternatively,
use the www.bdirect.org.uk
website.

There are also advice centres 
at: 146 Main Street, Bingley
(01274 438775); Keighley 
Town Hall, Bow Street 
(01535 618014); 2A Wellcroft,
Shipley (01274 437016/7);
Manningham Centre, 1 Carlisle
Road (01274 431501).

IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEES
There are seven Improvement
Committees which scrutinise
decisions made within the
Council on behalf of the public
and hold inquiries into matters of
local concern. Their meetings
are open to the public.

For more information contact 
the Committee Secretariat on
01274 433534 or
www.bradford.gov.uk/scrutiny

Contact 
the Council (continued from page 1)

Council Leader Kris Hopkins said: “These results are
great news for Bradford and everyone across the district.
It is pleasing to see improvements right across the
board. The satisfaction levels for users of those services
clearly show we are doing a good job.

“However, I am concerned that so many non-users still
perceive our services poorly. This may be based on how
things used to be. Perhaps it is time for them to visit a
library, museum, swimming pool or park again.

“Just as in 2003, your feedback will help us to identify
areas of people’s lives where we can further improve our
value-for-money services in the future.”

Full survey results on www.bradford.gov.uk soon.

Other things you said

The majority of respondents believe the Council:
� treats all types of people fairly (66%);
� is making the local area a better place to live (65%);
� is working to make the area cleaner and 

greener (63%);
� is trustworthy (55%);
� is working to make the area safer (54%); and
� is efficient and well-run (54%).

The things in the district which most need improving 
are activities for teenagers – 51% (33% in 2003); level 
of crime – 45% (59% in 2003); and traffic congestion 
– 42% (29% in 2003). 

Questions about anti-social behaviour showed that
parents not taking responsibility for the behaviour of their
children, 64% (a new question), and teenagers hanging
around on the streets, 61% (same as 2003), were
regarded as the biggest problems.

Behaviours that were seen as less of a problem were
rubbish and litter (down 11%), people using or dealing
drugs (down 22%), vandalism and graffiti (down 34%), 
people being drunk or rowdy in public (down 24%), 
noisy neighbours (down 5%) and abandoned or burnt
out cars (down 38%).

� The Council retained its three-star rating in the annual
Comprehensive Performance Assessment by
independent public ‘watchdog’, the Audit Commission.
This is the second highest ranking on a five-point scale
from four stars down to no stars. It’s the fifth successive
year we have received that score.

Our ‘direction of travel’ assessment was ‘improving well’,
compared to ‘improving adequately’ in 2005.

For more information visit www.audit-commission.gov.uk

What you say about our performance

Many of you can now find 
almost everything that is normally
available in one of our branch
libraries even closer to your home.

We’ve replaced one of our mobile
libraries with a new £150,000 state-of-
the-art travelling library which is as big
as some of our smaller branches. It
not only carries books, DVDs and
audio books, but for the first time
offers internet access and word 
processing facilities.

The library is stopping at some
locations for as long as half a day 
and, because it has more space, it will
host a variety of activities, storytimes
and taster sessions for customers who
are new to computers. It also has full
disabled access.

Its staff can link up with our 31 
static libraries across the district,
enabling customers to use the free
request system for books, DVDs 
and other material.

Mobile library schedule

� Monday: Wrose (Bull car park)
9.30am-noon; Thorpe Edge (Rockwell
Community Centre) 1pm-2.30pm;
Ravenscliffe (Gateway Community
Centre) 2.40pm-4.10pm; Greengates
(Redcar Road) 4.15pm-5.45pm;
Thackley (Cricket Club) 6pm-7.30pm.
� Tuesday: Harden (Wilsden Road)
9.45am-12.15pm; Cullingworth
(Greenside Lane) 1.30pm-4.30pm,
(Cullingworth Primary School, South
Road) 4.30pm-7.30pm.
� Wednesday: West Bowling (Health
Centre) 9.30am-11am; Odsal (Rooley
Crescent) 11.10am-12.10pm;
Woodside (Community Centre,
Fenwick Drive) 12.20pm-4.20pm;
Buttershaw (Bellerby Brow/Mandale
Road) 4.30pm-7.30pm.
� Thursday: Bierley (Hambledon
Avenue) 10am-noon; Low Moor
(Bowler Close) 1.15pm-2.45pm, (Sal
Royd Road) 3pm-4.30pm,
(Netherlands Avenue) 4.45pm-5.45pm,
(Wesley Avenue) 6pm-7.30pm.
� Friday: Bankfoot (Dovesdale Road)
1.30pm-2.45pm; Marshfields
(Broadway) 2.50pm-4.10pm; Lidget
Green (Northside Road) 4.50pm-
5.50pm; Fairweather Green
(Middlebrook Way) 6pm-7.30pm.

For more information 
contact 01274 433669 or
www.bradford.gov.uk/libraries

You’ve only got a couple of weeks if you want
give us your views on the first stage of a new
plan which will shape the development of the
district over the next 15 to 20 years.

The Core Strategy, part of the new Local
Development Framework, covers eight issues
and options areas – including transport, waste,
community services, education and housing land
needs. It will set out broad planning policies and
generally map what the area will look like.

The eight topic papers, inviting your views on
the big issues facing the district, are available
until 30 March at the planning office in Jacob’s
Well, Bradford; Keighley, Shipley and Ilkley town
halls; main libraries; and online at
www.bradford.gov.uk/planning

Planning for the future

Internet goes mobile Dedicated 
School Grant 

(29%)

Revenue support 
grant (3%)

Council income, rents,
fees and charges (9%)

Council
Tax (14%)

Business 
Rates (19%)

Other 
Government 
grants (26%)

2006-2007
Budget

On your doorstep... Mum Amanda
Petyt and 16-month-old Annabel
chose a book when the new mobile
library (bottom right), complete with
internet access (top right), stopped
at Harden for the first time.

Social Services
Total spend: £183.9 million
Percentage of budget: 18%
In 2006-7 you paid £177.90

Some of our services: Assessing
people’s needs for social care; day,
home, residential and respite care;
home adaptations; adoption; fostering;
looking after children in care.

Did you know? We approve 2,850
blue badge applications every year.

Some of our successes in 2006-7:
� Provided 1.5 million hours of

home care support.
� Supported over 14,500 people to

live at home.
� Meri Yaadain, a project which

helps South Asian families
affected by dementia, was a
winner at the national Health and
Social Care Awards and the Care
Services Improvement Awards.   
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Wherever you go in Bradford District 
you are never far from Bradford Council. 
In fact, we’re right up your street.

Our staff empty your bins and dispose 
of your waste. If your road has a 

pothole, our staff will fix it.

If your child has learning problems we’ll
provide extra help at school. Or your 
grandma may live in one of the residential
homes for          the elderly supported by us.

You use our swimming pools and 
sports centres to get fit when you’ve over-
indulged at Christmas. And when you need
information you go to one of our libraries 
or one-stop shops.  

The costs of maintaining and improving the
wide range of important services your council
provides across the district have, like most
things in life, gone up over the past year.

However, we believe that those services still
provide excellent value for money for you, our
customers. An average (Band D) household in
the district still pays less than £3 a day

for the hundreds of services provided by
Bradford Council. That’s less than the price 
of one cinema ticket.

To show just how many council services you
or members of your family may use every day,
every month or every year, we have taken a
fictional – but typical – extended family living
in Keighley and given a flavour of the ones
they would use.

Mr and Mrs Keighley live in a Band D
property. Mr Keighley works full time and 
Mrs Keighley is a housewife. They have two

children – Master Keighley, who is 17, and
Miss Keighley, who is six –

and they are both in full-
time education.

Mr and Mrs Micklethwaite
are Mrs Keighley’s parents.
They live in a Band A
property nearby and are 
both retired. They receive 
the state pension and Mr
Micklethwaite, who is
registered physically 
disabled, has a small 
occupational
pension.

� Binmen from our Stockbridge depot collect domestic rubbish every week and
paper, glass and cans every four weeks from both properties. The Keighleys
also have a four-weekly collection of garden waste between February and
November. It costs £40 a year to collect domestic waste and recyclables from
one household via kerbside and bulk waste collections, recycling centres and
bring sites – and another £51 to dispose of them.

� Family trip to Cliffe Castle Museum (pictured). Mrs K intends to go back to see
the Rag Rug Making Today exhibition, which runs from 20 March to 29 May. 

� Community Pride is delivered to both houses. Every household in the 
district receives it six times a year and each copy costs just 14p to produce and

deliver. That’s only 84p of your
Council Tax to stay informed about
Bradford Council and the services 
we provide for you.

The whole family

Regular readers will
remember the ‘100
Council services 
on your doorstep’
feature in the September 
2006 Community Pride (pictured).

It proved very popular, so the Council has produced 
poster versions for Bradford city centre, Shipley, Bingley, Keighley and Ilkley.
They will be going on display shortly in City Hall and the local town halls,
main libraries, our One-Stop Shops and community centres.

Staff from our Area Co-ordinators’ Offices will also be taking them to
Neighbourhood Forums and versions are on the Council website. 
Visit www.bradford.gov.uk/100

Check them out to see – like the Keighleys and the Micklethwaites – just 
how many of our value-for-money services are available on your doorstep.

100 
services 
on your
doorstep

� Because they are on a low income
they receive Council Tax Benefit. In the
last year the Council’s Benefits Service
has helped people who had not claimed
before to receive over £500,000 in Council Tax
and Housing benefits to which they were entitled.

� Mr M is in his 70s and is very frail, but is still able to live at home. 
The Council installed grab-rails to make it easier for him to manage. 
We delivered community equipment to 16,500 people last year – 85%
was delivered within seven days.

� Mr M’s disability makes it difficult for him to walk and Mrs M now has
to drive him everywhere. He applied to us for a ‘Blue Badge’ which
enables them to use disabled parking spaces close to many of the
facilities they use.

� Mrs M is a regular at the monthly Older People’s Focus Group
meetings which our Adult Services Department hold around the district.
The next one is on her doorstep at Victoria Hall, Keighley on 19 April.
The meetings give the district’s older people the chance to find out
about new services and voice their opinions about how we and other
agencies provide existing ones for them.   

� Once a week
they go to a
luncheon club 
for a hot meal 
– supplied and
subsidised by 
our Community
Meals Service
(pictured) 
– and a chance 
to socialise 
with friends.

� Mr M also
visits Keighley

Disabled People’s Centre on Temple Row regularly. It’s another
opportunity to socialise with friends and he’s also turned into an
enthusiastic ‘silver surfer’ after taking a computer course at the centre.

� Mrs M is a keen bowler and during the outdoor season has a regular
date, weather permitting, to play with a group of friends at Lund Park,
one of the 36 public parks across the district managed by our Parks 
and Landscape Service.

� A team from our Bulk Waste service pick up their old sofa 
and a bed – free.

Our services, your family

� Uses her Clubactive fitness
membership to take an aerobics class
and use the state-of-the-art Pulse
equipment in the recently-refurbished
gym at The Leisure Centre two or three
times a week. 

� All the family regularly use bus and
train services to get around the district.
The Council is a partner in Metro. Mrs K
catches a bus into town and does some

shopping at our Indoor Market.

� She visits the new planning 
reception at Keighley Town Hall for
advice about making a planning
application. The Keighleys would like 
to extend their kitchen and living room
and add an extra bedroom.

� While she’s there she visits the 
One Stop Shop which gives local
access to lots of Council services. 
She reports that the street light outside
their house is not working. It is repaired
within 24 hours.

� Meets a friend for lunch at a 

local pub. It is
licensed by the
Council and the
kitchen was
recently
inspected for
cleanliness 
by our food
safety team. 

� Mr and
Mrs K 
come into
Bradford to
see Boogie
Nights, starring 
Alvin Stardust 
and Antony Costa, at the
Alhambra and get a dose
of 70s nostalgia.

� Master K is a student
at Keighley College. With
the help of Bradford Council,
the college is to move to a new
state-of-the-art campus next to Keighley railway
station. The Council will clear and prepare the site
before leasing it back to the college.

� Visits Keighley Library to do some research for his
college course and also borrows two books and a
CD. The library is now closed for three months for a
£652,000 makeover but Master K can drop them off
at Keighley Town Hall when he has finished with
them. The district’s 31 public and three mobile
libraries cost £12.53 a year for each resident.

� One of his friends stood for election to the
Bradford-Keighley Youth Parliament, which gives
young people across the district a say in how the
Council and other agencies provide services for
them. He cast his vote by text.

� Pops into Keighley Connexions Centre, in Low
Street, for advice on local volunteering opportunities,
as he intends to take a gap year after his ‘A’ levels
this summer. The Council’s Youth Service works with
a range of agencies at the Connexions Centre to
offer support and information on any subject that
affects their lives.

� Master K plays football on a Sunday morning. His
team play their home games at the Sport and Leisure
Service’s Marley Activities and Coaching Centre.

� Mrs K walks Miss K to her school near
their house. They are helped to cross a
busy road by one of our 124 school
crossing patrol officers (pictured). 

� She’s in Year One at one of the
district’s 159 primary schools and is
one of more than 32,000 pupils at 185
schools to get a healthy lunch served
by the Council’s in-house caterers,

Education Contract Services (pictured).
School lunches per pupil for a year
cost £209 at nursery schools, £247 at
primary & special schools, and £342 at
secondary schools – among the
cheapest in the country. 

� She’s learning to swim and Mr K
takes her for a lesson with one of our
Swimming Development staff at The

Leisure Centre, Keighley every
Saturday morning. It costs around £170
to heat a swimming pool for a day, an
increase of 70% on last year due to
increased fuel bills.

� Mr and Mrs K take her to Devonshire
Park on Sunday afternoon to practice
riding her bike and enjoy herself in 
the playground.

Master 
Keighley

The
Micklethwaites

Miss Keighley
� Despite freezing

conditions overnight Mr K
can drive to work safely

because gritting lorries are out
keeping 760 miles of the district’s main roads, side
roads and pathways free of snow and ice. It costs
£6.45 a mile to do that for one night. 

� Clears up fallen leaves in the garden and takes
them to Royd Ings Household Waste Recycling
Centre, along with an old internal door and a broken
TV. The centres at Royd Ings Avenue and Sugden
End are open every day except Christmas Day,
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

� Mr K attends his local Neighbourhood Forum to
quiz councillors, council officers and the police about
parking, litter and local policing.

Mr
Keighley

Mrs Keighley



Until 15 April, Wacky Gadgets
(Bradford Industrial Museum): The
weird world of gadgets, gismos and
thingamabobs. 01274 435900.

March

16, Halle Orchestra (St George’s
Hall): Part of Bradford International
Orchestral season. Works by Weber,
Mendelssohn and Saint Saens,
conducted by Louis Langree, violin
soloist Tasmin Little. 7.30pm. From £9. 

20-23 September, Sea Suits and
Other Stories (Cartwright Hall):
Exhibition of contemporary stories by
Ruth Fettis told using wood and lino
cut. 01274 431212. 20-29 May, Rag
Rug Making Today (Cliffe Castle,
Keighley): The Airedale Ruggers’ latest
show. 01274 618231.

21, Organ Recital (Bradford
Cathedral): Paul Fisher. Also: 28,
Richard Tanner; 4 April, Andrew
Moodie; 11, David Stevens; 18,
Stephen Binnington; 25, Andrew
Teague; 2 May, Gareth Green; 
9, Tom Winpenny. Free. 1.05pm.
01274 777723.

23, Ken Marley Acoustic Quartet
(The Priestley): Jazz. 8pm. £6, £5
members. 01274 543547 or 
07950 533581.

24, Choral Concert (St George’s Hall):
150th anniversary of Bradford Festival
Choral Society. Mendelssohn’s ‘Hymn
of Praise’ and Bruckner’s Te Deum in
C with the orchestra of Opera North.
7.30pm. £6-£19.50. 

27-31, Danny Champion of the
World (Alhambra): Based on the Roald
Dahl book. Various performances.
From £10.50.

29, Defending the Caveman – Mark
Little (St George’s Hall): 7.30pm.
£18.50.

30, Coppelia (St George’s Hall): By
Russian Classical Ballet Theatre.
7.30pm. From £7.50. 30, Older
People’s Focus Group (City Hall,
Bradford): In the Banqueting Suite.
11am. 01274 431573.

31-1 April, The Tweenies – The
Enchanted Toyshop (St George’s Hall):
Sat 2pm & 5pm; Sun 11am & 2pm.
£14.50 adults, £12.50 children. 31-1
April, When the Ice Melts (Cliffe
Castle, Keighley): Free ‘drop-in’ activity
for all ages to mark National Science
Week. 11am-4pm. Children must be
accompanied. 01535 618231.

April

1, Oxnop Singers concert (Oxenhope

Community Centre): With Hall Royd
Band from Shipley. All proceeds to
Candlelighters charity. £5 including
refreshments. 01535 643684.

3, The Great Egg Roll 2007
(Cliffe Castle, Keighley): Drop in with
your raw egg, decorate it and then pop
back for the Great Roll at 4pm. Free.
Prizes. 11am-3pm. Children must be
accompanied. 01535 618231.

4, Memory Lane (St George’s Hall):
From Music Hall to the 70s. 2.30pm
(£8) & 7pm (£10).

5, The Goodies Still Rule OK! (St
George’s Hall): 8pm. £19.50.

6, Marc Dungworth Quintet (The
Priestley): Jazz. 8pm. £6, £5 members.
01274 543547 or 07950 533581.

7-9, Easter Children’s Activities
(East Riddlesden Hall): Noon-4pm.
01535 607075. 7, Goodwill Walk
(Bingley to Ilkley): 07968 605392 or
goodwillwalk@hotmail.com

10, Spring Inspiration (Cliffe Castle,
Keighley): Take inspiration from the
creators of Good Start 07 and develop
your own seasonal masterpieces. Free
‘drop-in’ activity. 11am-4pm. Children
must be accompanied. 01535 618231.

11, Trivium (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. £15 plus £1 booking fee.

13, Manchester Camerata 
(St George’s Hall): Part of Bradford
International Orchestral season.
Schumann, Beethoven and Brahms,
conducted by Douglas Boyd, piano
soloist John Lill. 7.30pm. From £9.
13, Bag of Quips (Alhambra Studio):
Regular comedy club, including Anvil
Springstein. 9pm. £8 advance, £9 door.

14, Aida (St George’s Hall): Lavish
production sung in Italian with subtitles
in English. 7.30pm. From £13. 14, Hey
Presto Magic Show (Bingley Arts
Centre): Bradford Magic Circle’s
annual family show, compered by Nick
Mohammed (from Edinburgh Comedy
Festival) and featuring Ross Risdon,
Harlequin, High Jinx and the Spotlight
Dancers. 7.30pm. Tickets from £6, £5
children and concessions, available
from Bradford Theatres box office and 

any Bradford Council ticket agency.
www.bradfordmagiccircle.co.uk 

17, Dennis Locorriere celebrates
Dr Hook Hits and History 
(St George’s Hall): The voice behind
the hits. 7.30pm. From £17.50.

17-21, Le Grand Cirque (Alhambra):
Spellbinding circus show. 7.30pm,
mats Wed/Thurs 2pm, sat 2.30pm.
From £8.

19, Older People’s Focus Group
(Victoria Hall, Keighley): 11am. 
01274 431573.

21, Open Air Market (Low Street,
Keighley): Also heritage buses on
display. 01535 618252. 21,
Dragonology (East Riddlesden Hall):
Children’s activities. Noon-4pm.
Booking essential. Also 22 April. 01535
607075. 21, Public Lecture (Bradford
Central Library): ‘Reincarnation: A
Personal Odyssey’ by John Holden,
hosted by Bradford Theosophical
Society. Free. 2.30 pm. 01274 598455.

23-28, Footloose (Alhambra): 
Based on the hit 80s movie. Mon-
Thurs 7.30pm, Fri 5.30pm & 8.45pm,
Sat 2.30pm & 7.30pm. From £8.50.

Signed performance: 
25 April, 7.30pm. 
Captioned performance: 
27 April, 5.30pm. 
Audio-described performance: 
28 April, 2.30pm. 

27, Petula Clark (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. From £19.

28, Steeton Male Voice Choir
(Keighley Shared Church): In concert.
7.30pm. 01535 647220.

30-5 May, One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest (Alhambra): 
Award-winning production, fresh from
two seasons in the West End, and
starring Shane Richie. 7.30pm, mats
Wed 2pm & Sat 2.30pm. From £10. 

Signed performance: 
3 May, 7.30pm. 
Captioned performance: 
4 May, 7.30pm. 

May

4, Czech National Symphony
Orchestra (St George’s Hall): Part 
of Bradford International Orchestral
season. Dvorak, Bruch and Tartini,
conducted by Paul Freeman. 7.30pm.
From £9. 

4, Ben Crosland New Quartet
(The Priestley): Jazz. 8pm. £6, £5
members. 01274 543547 or 
07950 533581.

5, One Night of Queen with Gary
Mullen (St George’s Hall): 7.30pm.
from £13.50.

7-12, Hot Flush (Alhambra): The
perfect girls’ night out with Sheila
Ferguson, Rula Lenska, Sam Kane
and Marti Webb. Mon-Thurs 7.30pm,
Fri & Sat 5.30pm & 8.30pm. From £10. 

Captioned performance: 
12 May, 5.30pm.

7, Festival (Holden Park, Oakworth):
To celebrate the bi-centenary of Sir
Isaac Holden. 01535 644221.

9, Roger McGough ‘Said and Done’
(St George’s Hall): 7.30pm. £13.50.

14-19, Hay Fever (Alhambra): 
Noel Coward comedy starring
Stephanie Beacham and directed by
Sir Peter Hall. 7.30pm, mats Wed
2pm & Sat 2.30pm.

For more information about
performances at the Alhambra,
Studio or St George’s Hall 
contact 01274 432000 or
www.bradford-theatres.co.uk

Bradford Council cannot guarantee
inclusion of all events submitted or
accept responsibility for cancellations
or changes to event details after
publication.
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Neighbourhood Forums are
meetings where you can talk to the
Council about local issues. 

They are open meetings at which
you can hear about plans the
Council and other organisations
have that will affect your local area.
You can raise concerns or ask
questions about public services in
your neighbourhood or make
suggestions about how it can be
improved.

The following forums will take place
before mid May 2007. To find out
where they are being held and to
request an agenda contact the
relevant Area Co-ordinator’s Office
or visit www.bradford.gov.uk/nss

Bradford North Area (7pm unless
stated, Area Co-ordinator’s 
Office 01274 431066): 
March – 14, Eccleshill.

Bradford South Area (7pm unless
stated, Area Co-ordinator’s 

Office 01274 431155): 
May – 9, Tong Street, Wyke; 15,
Low Moor & Oakenshaw; 16, Low
Moor & Oakenshaw (Day, 1.30pm).

Bradford West Area (7pm unless
stated, Area Co-ordinator’s 
Office 01274 432597):  
March – 13, Sandy Lane; 14,
Thornton. May – 8, Little Horton
(Women, 10am); 9, West Bowling;
16, Horton Grange (Women, 10am);
17, Heaton Village.

Keighley Area (7pm unless 
stated, Area Co-ordinator’s 
Office 01535 618008): 
March –13, Steeton/Eastburn; 
14, Cross Roads, Holycroft/Lund
Park; 15, Womens (11am); 21, 
East Morton.

Shipley Area (7.30pm unless
stated, Area Co-ordinator’s 
Office 01274 437146 or e-mail
shipleyneighbourhoodforums
@bradford.gov.uk): 
March – 14, Middle Baildon &
Ferniehurst. May – 11, Wrose
(2pm); 20, Harden.

Give us your views at a Neighbourhood Forum

An action plan is being drawn
up to reduce the number of
babies born in the district who
die before their first birthday.

After a two-year investigation
into the problem, the District’s
Infant Mortality Commission –
a partnership of the Council,
Bradford Vision and local
NHS trusts – has come up
with 10 recommendations for
everyone, from mothers to

major organisations, to 
take on board.

Poverty has been identified as
the biggest single cause of
infant mortality. Babies living
in the most deprived 20% of
neighbourhoods are five times
more likely to die before their
first birthday than those in the
least deprived 20%. 

However, the report
emphasises that 99% of 
the 8,000 babies born alive in
the district each year live
beyond their first year.

Bradford Vision Chief
Executive Elaine Appelbee
said: “The death of any 
baby is a tragedy for the
family concerned. Through
this investigation, we believe
that we have identified the
causes of infant deaths and,
with the support of local
people, especially expectant
mothers and couples keen to
start a family, we are
determined to reduce levels
of infant mortality.”

For more information logon to
www.bdimc.bradford.nhs.uk

Plan to reduce
infant mortality

Work has begun on the £400 million Building
Schools for the Future (BSF) programme that
will see all the district’s 28 secondary schools
rebuilt or refurbished over the next few years.

A ceremonial cutting of the first sod at Salt
Grammar School in Baildon in January
signalled the start of Phase One of the project.
Salt, Buttershaw High and Tong School are
being rebuilt and the new state-of-the-art
schools are due to open in September 2008.

The Council is working with consortium
Integrated Bradford, which is led by Amey in
partnership with Costain, to help transform
pupils’ attainment and teaching standards by
providing first-class, modern and inspirational
buildings. Staff and pupils have been involved
in creating the designs for the new schools.

Coun Colin Gill, Executive Member for
Children’s Services, said: “This first foundation
marks a new beginning for every child. BSF is
about providing every school with the best
possible teaching facilities and every child with
the best possible educational opportunities.”

Designs are now underway for Phase Two
which involves remodelling Beckfoot School,
Grange Technology College, Greenhead High
and Hanson School, plus building six special
schools on mainstream sites.

Bradford is one of only four Pathfinder local
authorities pioneering the flagship programme.

Future is on the
horizon for schools

Cutting the first sod... Coun Colin Gill (back,
second right) is joined by headteachers
John Midgley (Buttershaw), Lyn O’Reilly
(Tong) and Sue Mansfield (Salt) and some
Salt pupils as work started on the first
phase of Building Schools for the Future. 

Young people across the district have 30 new
faces to represent their views to the Council and
other agencies after the highest-ever turnout at
the latest Bradford-Keighley Youth Parliament
(BKYP) elections.

Over 15% of the district’s 74,500 11-21 year olds
voted at polling stations, online or by text in January.

Fifty-six candidates stood for election and six MYPs
(Members of the Youth Parliament) were elected in
each of five constituencies coinciding with those of
the district’s MPs.

The MYPs will stand for two years. They will work to
improve services and address issues raised by
young people within their constituency. They will
make policy suggestions which could influence the
decisions of the Council.

During the Easter holidays a conference will be held
in each constituency where young people can meet
their MYPs and decide what they would like them to
work on in the next two years.

Their predecessors worked on issues such as
support for substance misuse, tackling drugs and
gun crime, more space for leisure and sport for
young people and combating racism in schools.

Norrina Rashid, who helped to organise the
elections for our Youth Service, said: “The BKYP is a
great way to stimulate young people’s interest in
democracy and politics. The turnout of just under
12,000 was excellent and the fact that we had a
20% increase in the number of people voting shows
that more young people than ever are interested in
working with the community and having their say.”

Coun Colin Gill, Executive
Member for Children’s
Services, said: “The Youth
Parliament has an important
role in helping to raise and
tackle issues that are important
to young people across 
the district.   

“The new MYPs will be taking
on an exciting, demanding and
very rewarding challenge – I
wish them all the very best and
I look forward to working with
them over the next two years.”

To find out who your MYPs are
and more information about the
Youth Parliament log on to
www.bkyp.co.uk

Youngsters elect
their representatives

Counting the votes... volunteers make sure the numbers add up.

Are you a disabled person, a carer or
a member of a group that represents
disabled people? Then, you should
be at our fourth annual Easier
Access event at the Ramada Jarvis
Hotel in Bingley on 16 May.

Easier Access events are an
opportunity to have a say about what
you would like the Council to do to
improve life for people living and
working in the district who are
disabled, have a learning disability, a
mental health issue or sensory loss.
You can also find out about the
progress we’ve already made.
This year there will be presentations
from disabled groups, stalls and

workshops all centred on the theme
of ‘Participating in Everyday Life’.

Registration from 9.30am, first
speaker 10.30am. Application 
forms should be available later this
month. Book early as the event is
usually over subscribed.

For more information 
contact Margaret Wilkinson
on 01274 431562 or
margaret.wilkinson@
bradford.gov.uk

� We also produce a newsletter,
Disability Direct, once or twice a year
to update people about our facilities
and services for disabled people. The
latest issue can be requested from
Julie or Margaret or downloaded as 
a pdf from www.bradford.gov.uk/
disabilitydirect

Making access
easier for you

Bradford Magic Circle have kindly
offered five tickets for their annual
Hey Presto Magic Show on 14 April.
Just look elsewhere on this page
and find out where the show is being

held. Send your answer on a
postcard or the back of a sealed
down envelope to Community Pride,
Room 19, City Hall, Bradford BD1
1HY or e-mail it to
community.pride@bradford.gov.uk by
noon on Monday, 26 March 2007.
Five lucky winners will receive a
ticket each. Usual Community Pride
competition rules apply.

Hey Presto
– win tickets


