
Thousands of youngsters will 
benefit from new play facilities 
across the district thanks to 
£1.4 million of Lottery cash.

Our Education Client Team, working on
behalf of the District Play Partnership,
made a successful ‘Bradford’s All To
Play For’ bid to the Big Lottery Fund.

The money will be spent over the next
two years on a range of projects
including:
� new play facilities for disabled

children at five sites;
� school holiday playschemes;
� improving the play facilities at 

St Ives Estate at Bingley;

� a new play area at Cullingworth;
� the adventure playground 

in Eccleshill;
� three new skateparks;
� a mobile climbing wall;
� facilities at Children’s Centres;
� play spaces at Holmewood and

Scholemoor;
� a multi-use community area 

in Oxenhope; and
� a school playground 

development fund.

District Play Champion, Coun John
Cole, said: “Young people find there
are so many knock-on benefits from
play – from developing new skills to
gaining confidence and becoming

more motivated to learn.”
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The Comedy of Errors  Competition

Name ..............................................................

Address ..........................................................

.........................................................................

Contact number .............................................

e-mail ..............................................................

Question: In which town was 
Shakespeare born?

Answer ............................................................

Return to: The Comedy of Errors
Competition, Community Pride, Room 19,
City Hall, Bradford BD1 1HY by noon on the
closing date of Monday, 1 October 2007.
Bradford Theatres are happy to 
send you information about forthcoming 
events. If you wish to be added to 
our mailing list please tick this box.

The Royal Shakespeare
Company brings its acclaimed
production of one of the Bard’s
funniest plays, The Comedy of
Errors, to the Alhambra on 30
October to 3 November.

Brothers, sisters, masters and
servants find themselves

confused, baffled and bewildered by the events
of a single day in this story of mistaken identity
and family reunion. 

Community Pride has two pairs of tickets to
give away for The Comedy of Errors on
Tuesday, 30 October (7.30pm). Just answer the
simple question below. 

� Sharon Little, of Wibsey, and Dave Ogden,
of Lidget Green, each won a pair of tickets for
Slava’s Snowshow at the Alhambra after
winning our July competition. The correct
answer was a carrot.

Entries must be received by noon on Monday, 1
October 2007. Two winners will be drawn from all the
correct entries. The competition is open to residents of
the City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council area
only. The Editor’s decision is final. No correspondence
will be entered into.

This newsletter 
is also available
in audio format,
in Braille or as a
Word document. 
Please contact
01274 432020. 

Please recycle
Community Pride when
everyone has read it.

A comedy –
and no mistake

Competition

Community Pride

Thousands of young people 
return to their classrooms this
month – some of them for the 
first time at a new school.

Many will be attending the 17 schools
and nurseries across the district which
now have ‘outstanding’ reports from the
government inspectors, Ofsted.

In April Carlton Bolling College in
Undercliffe became the first secondary
school in the district to be judged as
‘outstanding’. This is remarkable as it
was in ‘special measures’ until
December 2004.

The latest report said: “A culture of 
high aspirations has been established,
which is subscribed to by staff and
students alike. This is accompanied 
by a relentless pursuit of excellence
and commitment to overcoming any
areas of relative weakness.

“Students enter the school with
exceptionally low levels of attainment
but Carlton Bolling is successfully

removing barriers to
achievement for a significant
number of students who are at
risk of underperforming.” 

Dr Nigel Jepson, who has been
headteacher since January
2004, said that many factors had
helped to bring about this
dramatic transformation.

He said: “Our mission statement,
‘Achievement for All’, is at the
heart of everything we do. We
want to help all our children to
fulfil their potential in their first
five years and to want to
progress into the sixth form.

“We have concentrated on
improving teaching methods to

meet pupils’ needs and get them 
to focus on how they learn. It has
played a major part in raising 
academic standards. We worked 
hard to achieve specialist status for
maths and computing.

“We have invested in improving
facilities – new whiteboards, an
astroturf sports area and a £1.5 million
design and construction centre.

“We have also worked hard with
parents to establish good school-home
links and the City Learning Centre
based here has opened up the college
to the whole community.

“People welcome an injection of
confidence and like to see that
problems are being tackled and
solved,” added Dr Jepson. “And
success breeds success. The number
of our students getting five or more
GCSE A-C grades has risen from 17%
in 2003 to 44% in 2006. Around 85% of
our students now go on to sixth form.”

The Lord Mayor of Bradford, Coun
Robin Owens, and Executive Member
for Children’s Services, Coun Colin Gill,
are to visit each of the ‘outstanding’
schools over the next few months.

Coun Gill said: “Bradford has a higher
proportion of outstanding schools than
the national average. The fact that
more and more schools across the
district are being graded as outstanding
shows that we are getting better and
better all the time.

“Every outstanding school has
dedicated staff and children who are
given complete support by parents,
governors and the whole local
community. Every school has the
potential to be outstanding and I want
us all to aim high.”

Outstanding
schools
lead the way

The schools across the district which currently
have an ‘outstanding’ Ofsted report are:

Secondary: Carlton Bolling College.

Primary: All Saints’ CE, Bradford; Copthorne;
Eldwick; Killinghall; Long Lee, Keighley; Myrtle
Park, Bingley; Newby; Oakworth; St Anthony’s
Catholic, Clayton; Sacred Heart Catholic, Ilkley;
St John’s CE, BD4; Woodlands CE, Oakenshaw.

Nurseries: Canterbury Nursery and Centre for
Children and Families; Lilycroft Nursery School;
Midland Road Nursery and Children’s Centre.

Special schools: Netherlands Avenue.

Roll of honour

Waving goodbye to
Carrwood Primary School in
July were Frankie Coleman,
Mitchem McShane, Connor
Whiteoak, Amy Jones,
Ashleigh Fawthrop and
Melissa Dunbar.

Like their counterparts
across the district who were
in Year 6 last year these
youngsters are now starting
a new adventure at
secondary school.

Making the transition from
nursery to primary, or
primary to secondary, can 
be a stressful time. On pages
4-5 find out how schools 
and parents can help
children adapt.

Big play times ahead Skate parks...
three new ones

will be built.  

New mouth-watering school lunches are on the
menu when your child returns to the
classroom this month.

They’ll be able to choose from dishes including
tuna pasta bake, chicken casserole with dumplings
and vegetable curry, as well as tasty healthy
desserts.

Giving your child a delicious and nutritionally-
balanced school meal every day makes sure they
get all the goodness needed for their body to grow.
A school meal will not only recharge their batteries
but will give them at least one third of their
recommended daily nutritional intake.

Our school meals service provides around 35,000
children at 182 schools with a lunch every day.
And at £1.30 in primary schools and £1.90 in
secondary schools, ours are amongst the lowest
school lunch prices in the country.

All our menus feature dishes that meet the
Government’s new food-based standards for
school lunches and the majority of meals are now
made from fresh, locally-sourced poultry, meat and

vegetables. Great care is taken in planning 
healthy and tasty menus, using fresh food and 
high quality ingredients.

We work to make lunchtimes an all-round
enjoyable experience within the dining room. 
In primary schools cartoon characters Freddy and
Rapstar make regular appearances on the menus
and at activities taking place at lunchtime. Friendly,
highly-trained staff are always on hand to help 
your child enjoy their school lunch, encourage
them to try new foods and offer advice on health
and nutrition.

Parents are also encouraged to come and try the
new dishes on the menu. There will be tasting
sessions at schools across the district – so look out
for details at your child’s school. A member of your
school’s catering team will also be available at
parents’ evenings to answer your questions.

For more information contact Education 
Contract
Services
on 01274
431400.

Nationally, it’s estimated that one in five
pupils who is entitled to free school meals
is missing out on them. 

Did you know that if you receive any of
the following benefits your child is
entitled to free school meals?

� Income Support
� Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
� Pension Credit (Guarantee Credit)
� Child Tax Credit (not Working Tax

Credit), with an annual income of less
than £14,495

� Support under part IV of the Immigration
and Asylum Act 1999.

It means your child could get over £240
worth of meals each year, at no cost to the
family budget.

Also, when you claim your right to free
school meals, most children will also
qualify for School Clothing Allowance,
which helps with providing clothes for
school. It’s worth £26 per child per year.

For more information contact the Benefits
Service helpline on 01274 432772 or visit
www.bradford.gov.uk/benefits

Don’t miss out

Say hello, 
wave goodbye

Food, glorious food

� The Education Client Team has
already secured over £12 million of
Lottery funding over the last five
years through programmes such
as the PE and Sport and Space for
Sport and Arts.

They have invested in new facilities
for schools and community use,
including eight multi-use games
areas, three synthetic turf pitches,
two full-size and three half-size
sports halls, three outdoor
education centres, orienteering
courses and many new trim trails.



The Council has produced
its accounts for the 2006-7
financial year which ended
on 31 March 2007. They
have been approved by the
authority’s Corporate
Governance and Audit
Committee and are currently
being audited by the Audit
Commission. 

� We invested £96 million in
capital projects, such as
£6.3 million for Children’s
Centres and £2.9 million to
improve and make
adaptations to people’s
homes to enable them 
to continue living
independently or to 
make life easier. 
� We spent over £1 billion
on services and running
costs, with the biggest
services being education
and schools (£479 million)
and social services 
(£204 million).

� Income from council
tax amounted to £144
million, 13% of the
gross expenditure on
services. The rest of the
Council’s money came
from government
grants, business rates
and fees and charges.
� The Council has
over £1 billion of
property and assets.

If you want to know more, 
a full version of the
accounts, as well as a
summary version giving 
the main points in a more
user-friendly form, can 
be viewed online at
www.bradford.gov.uk/
accounts

A final version of the
accounts will be published
when the audit is complete.

We would like to know what
you think. The summary

accounts
are a
genuine
effort to try
to give you
information
that is easily
understood.
Do you find them easy 
to understand? Do 
they provide the right
information? Is there other
information you would like to
see included?

Please send your comments
and questions to: 

Becky Hellard 
(Strategic Director,
Corporate Services), 
City of Bradford Metropolitan
District Council, City Hall,
Bradford BD1 1HX, 
e-mail becky.hellard@
bradford.gov.uk or 
phone 01274 432236.

Your council,
your money Big spenders... 

we spent over
£200 million on
social services
and more than
£475 million on
education last 
year.
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Switchboard: 01274 
432111 (8am-5pm Mon-Fri)

COUNCIL CONTACT
To report a fault, request a
Council service or information,
make a complaint or even give
us a pat on the back, Council
Contact is the first port of call 
for a rapid response. 

By phone: 01274 431000 
(8am to 6pm Monday to Friday.
Outside these hours please
follow the instructions on the
automated system).
By fax: 01274 740456
By text message: 07786 208100
(charged at phone 
companies’ standard rates)
Online: www.bradford.gov.uk/
contactus

FACE TO FACE
Visit the bdirect Customer
Service Centre at Centenary
Court, Bradford (8.30am-5pm
Monday to Friday). Pedestrian
access is via the cobbled ramp
which leads from Cheapside
towards Forster Square 
railway station.

The centre is a one-stop shop
where you can make enquiries
and access services provided by
Bradford Council, HM
Revenue and Customs, West
Yorkshire Police, NHS,
Pensions Service, Bradford
Council for Voluntary Service,
Jobcentre Plus and Citizens
Advice Bureau. Alternatively,
use the www.bdirect.org.uk
website.

You can also access a wide
range of Council services at:
Keighley Customer Service
Centre, Town Hall, Bow Street
01274 431000; 
Manningham One-Stop Centre,
1 Carlisle Road 01274 432772;
Benefits and Council Tax
Enquiry Office, Shipley 
Town Hall, Windsor Road 
01274 432772; 
Bingley Council Shop, 146 Main
Street 01274 437016; and
Shipley Information Centre, 
2A Wellcroft 01274 437016.

Contact 
the Council

Community Pride is published
six times a year by Marketing
and Communications, City of
Bradford Metropolitan 
District Council.

To contact the editor write to
Community Pride, Room 19, 
City Hall, Bradford BD1 1HY; 
e-mail community.pride@
bradford.gov.uk 
or phone 01274 434290.

Pre-school children between one and four are being
encouraged to develop their skills with numbers
thanks to the new ‘Count me in 1, 2, 3’ programme.

Bright and colourful bags, containing educational
books, games and fun activities, can be borrowed
free from all the district’s libraries by parents and
carers of young children.

To borrow a ‘Count me in 1, 2, 3’ bag you will need
to be a member of the library. They can be borrowed
for up to two weeks.

The programme is being supported by Yorkshire
Bank. It was developed in Scotland by its sister
bank, the Clydesdale, and Dundee City Libraries.

Libraries development officer Helen Green said: “It is
never to early for children to begin developing the
kind of basic skills with numbers that will be vital as
they grow older.

“Research shows that children who become familiar
with books at an early stage gain a head start not only
with their literacy, but also with their numeracy skills.”

Kids can count on us

We want to know what young
people think of our libraries and
the services they offer.

That’s why everyone under 16
who visits a library during the
week starting on Monday, 17
September will be asked to fill 
in a questionnaire.

‘Children Talk, Libraries Listen’
is part of a national survey. It will
ask about how you use our
libraries and what you think of
services such as book, magazine

and DVD
loans; access
to computers
and the
internet; and
the activities
and courses we organise.

What you tell us will help us to
improve our services now and
plan the libraries of the future.

The survey is voluntary and all
replies are confidential. If children
are unable to complete the

questionnaire themselves parents,
carers or library staff can help.

Children talk, libraries listen

Corporate Assessment
We are gearing up for a major
inspection by the independent 
Audit Commission in January 
and February 2008.

It is called the Corporate
Assessment and all single-tier 
local authorities, such as Bradford
Council, have one every few years.
In our last one, in 2002, we got 
a score of three out of four.

This year the test has been 
revised and made harder.

The inspectors will be looking 
at how effectively the Council is
managed and how we work with 
our partners to deliver effective 
and value-for-money services and
improve the quality of people’s lives. 

They will be focusing on areas 
such as transport, services to older
people, services to children and
young people, how we help to make
safer and stronger communities,
and how we support healthier
communities.

More about Corporate Assessment
in future issues of Community Pride.

New mapping services
We provide a number of computer
mapping services to provide
information about the district. But
we feel we can improve access to
these services for the public and
other organisations, for example
via the Council’s website.

We are reviewing how best to 
do this. We would like your views
on what computer mapping
services are useful to have and
how you feel they could be used
to improve your access to our
other services.

Interactive mapping services 
on the website could include:
� Find my nearest... leisure

centre, post office etc;
� Find information about 

specific council services; 
� Find information about 

your community.

If you are interested in being
contacted to give us your views,
visit www.bradford.gov.uk/gis
by Monday, 17 September 2007 
to fill in a short form.

Did you know Bradford district has
the fastest growing population of
any metropolitan area outside
London?

By 2030 there will be 22,000 more
children and young people living here
than there are now. 

In just 15 years, the number of pre-
school children in the district will have
increased by 42%, more than double
the expected rate in England as a
whole. And, at the same time, the
number of people aged 85 and over
will have increased by about 45%.

These are just some of the trends 
that the Council; Bradford Vision, the
Local Strategic Partnership; and the
district’s other strategic partnerships
are looking at.

We’re doing this in preparation for a
new Sustainable Community Strategy
and a Local Area Agreement that will
be negotiated with central government
early next year. And we need to be
clear about the big issues that we need
to tackle over the next three, five, 10,
15 and 20 years.

For example, the district has lower than
average educational and skills
attainment levels and the highest
proportion of people in West Yorkshire
with no formal qualifications. That
suggests a straightforward need that
must be addressed if the district is to
advance economically.

However, sometimes there are
conflicting issues. Transport problems
are regularly identified by the business
community as holding back the
economic prospects of the district. But
how should we tackle those transport
problems and pursue economic growth
without compromising the environment
and therefore the quality of life of future
generations?

We need to set priorities and want your
help in deciding what they should be.

A series of factsheets will be prepared
on the themes of:
� children and young people;
� culture;
� economic development and

enterprise;
� environment;
� healthier communities;
� housing;
� older people;
� safer communities;
� stronger communities; and
� transport.

We will then ask which you think 
are more important for the future 
of Bradford district.

Look out for the factsheets and further
information at Council libraries and
information points across the district.

Throughout September and October, 
a range of activities will give you lots of
opportunities to get involved and have
your say. Details of the activities can
be found at www.bradfordvision.com
You can get in touch by calling 
01274 431999 or by e-mailing
info@bradfordvision.com

We’re shaping the district’s future

Did you know?
You can now report a street
lighting fault online. All you need
to do is log on to
www.bradford.gov.uk and click on
the Online Services link. You’ll find
a form to report the location of the
street light and nature of the fault.

There are a range of other forms.
For example, you can request a
bulk waste collection, report fly-
tipping, make a planning enquiry
or join the library.

A better Bradford

� Sustainable 
Community Strategy
It is the big picture for the area. 
It aims to promote the well-being 
of everyone in the district.

Well-being means achieving a better quality of life for
everyone by building communities that will last and that
make effective use of natural resources, by improving 
the environment and by increasing economic prosperity.

Sustainable communities meet the needs of current
residents and future generations, providing opportunity 
and choice so that everyone can contribute to a higher
quality of life.

� Local Area Agreement
This is an agreement between central government, the
local council and the Local Strategic Partnership. It sets
out the priorities for improvements in the area which will 

be delivered over the next three years as part of the
implementation of the Sustainable Community Strategy.

� Local Strategic Partnership
To turn the Sustainable Community Strategy ambitions
and the Local Area Agreement priorities into reality
requires commitment to specific actions on a far broader
front than one organisation on its own can deliver.  

The district’s Local Strategic Partnership, Bradford 
Vision, brings together the different sectors and agencies 
– including the Council, the police, the NHS and many
others – to make sure they work together to make the
biggest impact possible on the lives of people who live,
work or do business in, or who visit, Bradford district.

What is a...?

Safer communities...
Street wardens

Culture... exhibitions 
at our museums are just 
one aspect of the district’s 
diverse cultural landscape.

Sam Patchett, carer, with Ella Green 

Keighley Library 
reopened on 17 

August. More in the
November issue of
Community Pride
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Being a school governor 
is a serious job, with a big
responsibility, but it’s fun as
well. That’s the verdict of
someone who should know.

Lynette Kirk, chair of governors
at Belle Vue Girls’ School, was
voted Governor of the Year at
the North region Teaching
Awards in July.

She has been on the board for
18 years and said: “Being a
governor is a rewarding
experience because by
volunteering you are putting
something back into the
community.

“You certainly don’t need to
have a child at the school, or
even be a parent. The key is to
have an interest in making our
schools as good as they can be
for the benefit of the young
people who pass through them.

“The governor’s role is to be
supportive of the headteacher
and staff, but also to act as a
critical friend, with a responsi-
bility to say ‘no, that’s wrong’
when you disagree with
something.

”The experience you pick up in
areas such as financial

management,
recruitment 
and personnel
matters can 
be a benefit at
work or in 
other areas 
of your life. 

“There is a time
commitment
and to make an
impact you have
to be there, but
it also means
you also get to
go to fun events
such as art and
craft exhibitions,
drama and dance productions
and sports days.”

The day after Lynette’s
interview with Community Pride
she attended the opening of the
new £2.2 million Zara Sports
Hall at the school. It was named
in memory of 15-year-old pupil
Zara Ahmed who died of a
previously undiagnosed heart
condition last October.

“It was a wonderful, yet very

moving, occasion which I feel
privileged to have been able to
attend,” she said later.

� Professor Donna Pankhurst,
from Grange Technology
College, was a runner-up in the
Governor of the Year award,
while Jennifer Fenwick, head 
of Foundation and Early Years
at Guard House Primary 
in Keighley, received a
commendation in the Lifetime
Achievement category.

Young people are being left in no doubt about the
consequences of committing criminal damage.

An interactive DVD is being shown in classrooms
across the district to deter would-be vandals. The film
tells the fictitious story of Ellis, a Bradford youth who
gets led astray by another boy. It teaches students
what is regarded as criminal damage and the impact it
can have.

Coun Martin Smith, Executive Member for Safer
Communities, said: “What to them might just be ‘larking
about’ in a moment of boredom could have lifelong
consequences for themselves and their victims.

“The DVD shows that this crime can have greater
emotional effects on individuals and on the community
then they might expect and it can also damage the
local economy of an area that is blighted by vandalism.
We want everyone to respect their neighbourhood.”   

The DVD has been created for
Bradford District Safer
Communities Partnership, which
includes the Council, West
Yorkshire Police, Education
Bradford and other agencies. It

uses professional actors but the last chapter also
features students from Nab Wood School in Cottingley
talking positively about what it means to be part of a
community in Bradford.

Chief Inspector Jason Galvin, of Bradford South police,
said: “We consider criminal damage to be a priority
because it is a crime that affects the quality of many
people’s lives. Perpetrators will and do get caught.”

DVD shows impact
of criminal damage

Going back to school 
after the long summer
holiday can be hard enough.
Moving up from nursery to
primary school, or primary
to secondary, can be 
particularly stressful.

Trude Feiweles is a deputy
head at Tong High School. She
works closely with staff who
lead the Foundation
Programme which helps
students make as smooth a
transition as possible in their
first year at secondary school.

She said that the main
concerns are:
� the size of the new 

school – getting lost!
� not knowing the routine;
� rumours and ‘hearsay’ about

what to expect;

� mixing with older students;
� different ways of teaching

and learning;
� missing old friends 

and making new ones;
� having no-one to talk to

about things or knowing
which adults to talk to;

� travelling on the school bus;
� and language,

the dinners,
uniform or 
the toilets.

Trude said: 
“We realise 
what a worrying
time it can be for
students and
their families, so
we have a range
of things we do
to support them.”

Transition days give Year 6
students the chance to look
around the school, meet their
teachers and make friends.
New Families Evenings help to
reassure parents.

Staff visit feeder primary
schools. They take uniform, a
‘survival guide’, bus routes and

dinner menus, and often Year
7 students to reassure the
newcomers.

Tong’s parental involvement
worker visits feeder schools to
meet students and their
families, organises parents’
workshops and visits the
families of ‘vulnerable’ children.

A team building day at Bradley
Woods gave Year 6 students
(and parents) a chance to

make new friends
and meet some of
their teachers,
whilst taking part in
activities such as
archery, climbing
wall and assault
course.

From September
2007 ‘vertical
tutoring’ will see
Year 7s in a mixed-
age tutor group,

which should
encourage
‘buddying’ and
mentoring by
the older
students.

Parents and
carers should
be prepared
for children to
have worries
before starting
at a new
school. There
are things you can do to help.

� Make time to talk about the
differences and how your
children feel about them. Try to
look at it from their perspective.
� Involve them in preparing for
school, for example by getting
up earlier in the last week of
the holidays or by helping to
lay out their clothes or pack
their bag. 

� Make sure
someone
drops them off
and picks them
up on time.
� Talk to them
about what
they have
been doing at
school and try
to pick up on
any worries or
concerns.

Jo Dix,
headteacher at Midland 
Road Nursery at Manningham,
added some others techniques
that work well with younger
children.

She said: “The children role
play going to the bigger school.
The classroom is set up the
same as it would be at their
new school and the children
practice things like carrying

their lunch tray.

“Persona dolls make it easier
for some children to talk
openly about things that might
be concerning them about the
move. It could be something
as simple as worrying about
there not being sand and
water to play with at the 
new school.

“We also suggest that they
take a picture of their new
teacher to look at over the
summer holiday so they are
used to the new face by the
time they start in September.

“One tip for parents is to make
sure the children go to school
in clothes they are comfortable
in and with fastenings they can
manage,” added Jo. “At
primary school teachers don’t
have as much time to help
children go to the toilet or get
dressed after PE.”

There are more than 300 school governor vacancies across the district for committed,
creative volunteers who have an interest in education and a desire to make a difference
in their community.

As a school governor your responsibilities will include allocating budgets, appointing
senior staff and making decisions on the school’s policies and direction.

Governor meetings are normally in the evening and the time commitment is around six
to eight hours a month. Anybody aged 18 or over can apply.

Community Pride asked two governors – one experienced, the other relatively new to
the job – and one headteacher why it’s such an important role.

School governors: Could YOU make a difference?
It has been a busy few months 
for Midland Road Nursery 
at Manningham.

They’ve had builders in to extend 
the 100-year-old school and create 
a Children’s Centre. They’ve had 
the official opening of the centre. 
And the nursery has been judged 
to be ‘outstanding’ in its latest 
Ofsted inspection.

The inspectors backed up a 
commonly-held view amongst parents
that “Midland Road is doing an
excellent job for the local community
and its children”. They also said:
“Governors play an increasingly active
role in the school’s life and work and
understand its priorities.”

The governor’s view...

The governors are mostly from the
local community and most are also
new to the job as nursery schools have
only had to have governors for the last
four years.

Abu Saleh (left of picture) is a
community governor who became
involved by chance after he started
work with Manningham Sure Start.

He said: “I’ve really enjoyed being a
governor. It’s so pleasing to be part of
the success and to appreciate and
understand what goes into making the
nursery work so well.

“There are many aspects to the job.
The staff have to feel supported by the
governors but we give our views about
areas we think can be improved too.

“Some of the financial and
management parts can be daunting at
first. But there is a lot of training and

support to
help you
develop
confidence
and grow
into the job.

“The
governors
are also an
important
link with the

wider community, we can help to
identify other needs they might have.
For example, we’ve helped a group of
mums who had never been swimming
before, or not on their own, to organise
trips with their children to the pool at
The Leisure Centre at Keighley.

“To me, this is what community
cohesion is all about.”

The Head said...

Headteacher Jo Dix (right of picture)
said: “The development of the Children’s
Centre and the outstanding Ofsted
would not have been possible without
the governors’ backing. Previously I felt I
was carrying a big responsibility for the
development of the school and centre.

“That responsibility has been more
shared and I’ve been able to maintain
my focus on the core job – to raise the
children’s achievements. Because the
governors see the benefits on that level,
the staff get their support.

“Everything the governors do – from
their input into the management of the
school to making food for events – helps
to enhance the school’s role at the
centre of the local community.”

More travel plans
Greener ways for children to
travel to another 33 schools can
now be developed.

We have received over £217,000
from the Department for Children,
Schools and Families to help
those schools devise their own
travel plans. These are schemes
to improve safety and reduce car
use and environmental damage
in and around schools.

They include descriptions of any
transport problems faced by the
school, surveys of how children
travel to and from school, and
possible alternative solutions
such as bicycle shelters and safe
walking routes.

Our school travel adviser, Paul
Hart, said: “We now have 144
school travel plans in the district.
We are well on the way to
meeting the Government 
target for all schools to have
plans by 2010.”

Help available
Walking or cycling to school 
is a healthy activity and a good
chance to meet friends. Many
schools have walking buses and
cycle pathways.

But, if it’s too far to walk or cycle,
help may be available with the
cost of travel to and from school. 

This applies to:
� all pupils who live three 

miles or more from the 
nearest available school;

� pupils under the age of 
eight who live at least 
two miles away; and

� children aged eight-11 from
low income families (entitled to
free school meals or receiving
maximum Working Tax Credit.

For more information contact 
the school transport section 
at Education Bradford on 
01274 385579/80.

Metro passes
If your child is not entitled to 
free school travel they can 
still travel on Metro buses at
reduced prices.

Under 11s pay half fare, 11-15s
pay half fare with a Young
Person’s Photocard, and 16-18s
attending school or college for at
least 21 hours a week pay half
fare with a Scholar’s Permit.

Full-time students between five
and 18 can also buy a weekly 
or monthly School Plus
Metrocard for unlimited bus 
travel in West Yorkshire. 

Application forms are available 
at Bradford interchange, Keighley
bus station and main post offices.
For more information contact
0113 3481122 or log on to
www.wymetro.com 

Sharing the load works at ‘outstanding’ nursery

Making a smooth transition

If you would like to know more about being a school governor 
or receive an information pack, contact School Governors’
One-Stop Shop on 0870 241 3883 or e-mail info@sgoss.org.uk

What is 
criminal damage?
It includes:
� damage to businesses

and private property;
� graffiti;
� vandalism;
� breaking windows 

in homes, businesses
or schools; and

� damage to 
public transport 
or people’s cars.

The consequences
Being caught can result in:
� angry and embarrassed

family, friends and
community;

� a court appearance;
� a criminal record;
� a big fine;
� damaged job prospects;

and
� not being able to travel

to some countries such
as the USA.

Committing the act

Suffering the consequences Moving up from primary school can be stressful.

Team building days can
be helpful for children 
and parents.

Meeting the children... Baroness Pola Uddin, the
first Muslim woman to sit in the House of Lords,
attended the opening of the Children’s Centre.

Northern Governor of the Year... Lynette
Kirk goes forward to the televised national
Teaching Awards in London in October.



Until 23 Sept, Be Prepared (Manor
House, Ilkley): 100 years of Scouting 
in Wharfedale. 01943 600066.

September

6-16, Saltaire Festival (Saltaire
village): www.saltairefestival.co.uk

8, Last Night of the Proms
(Centenary Square): Big Screen live
link-up from the Royal Albert Hall, with
sing-along celebrations. 7.30pm-around
10.40pm. www.bbc.co.uk/proms

11-15, Slava’s Snowshow (Alhambra):
Tues-Sat 7.30pm, Wed mat 2pm, Sat
mat 2.30pm. From £9. 

15, Steeton Male Voice Choir
(Silsden Methodist Church): Concert 
for the Parkinson’s Society. 7.30pm.
01274 569870. 15-16, Thomas and
Friends Weekend (Keighley & Worth
Valley Railway): 01535 645214

18-22, Matthew Bourne’s Car Man
(Alhambra): 7.30pm, mats Wed 2pm
and Sat 2.30pm. From £10.50.

20, Older People’s Focus Group
(Victoria Hall, Keighley): 11am. 01274
431573.

21-27, Bite the Mango Film Festival
(National Media Museum):
www.nationalmediamuseum.org.uk

22, BD1 Live – British Sea Power (St
George’s Hall): Plus support. Doors
open 7.30pm. £12 advance, £14 door.

24-29, Visiting Mr Green (Alhambra):
Starring Warren Mitchell. 7.30pm, mats
Wed 2pm, Sat 2.30pm. From £11.

26, Blagovest Ensemble (Keighley
Shared Church): From St Petersburg.
7.30pm. 01535 602669.

28-14 October, Ilkley Literature
Festival: 140 events over 17 days.
www.ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk

October

2, Sean Hughes (St George’s Hall):
8pm. £16, £14 concessions.

5-6, Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater (Alhambra): 7.30pm. From

£14.50. 5, The Proclaimers (St
George’s Hall): 7.30pm. £22.50. 

6, Steeton Male Voice Choir (Bradford
Cathedral): Concert in aid of Bradford
Nightstop. 7.30pm. 01274 569870.

7, Hearts First Bradford City Jog
(Lister Park): A 3K or 5K run organised
by British Heart Foundation and
supported by the b active campaign.
0800 917 6976 or www.bhf.org.uk/events

9, Norman Lovett (Alhambra Studio):
8pm. £12. 9-13, Aspects of Love
(Alhambra): New production of Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s most romantic musical
with David Essex. 7.30pm, mats Wed &

Thurs 2pm, Sat 2.30pm. From
£8.50. Signed performance: 
Thurs 11 October 7.30pm. 
Captioned performance: 

Sat, 13 Oct 2.30pm. 

10, Ray Quinn (St George’s Hall): 
X Factor runner-up. 7.30pm. £23.

13, Frank Skinner (St George’s Hall):
8pm. £20. 13, Public Lecture
(Bradford Central Library): ‘Gurdjieff
and the Fourth Way’ by Bob Bows,
hosted by Bradford Theosophical
Society. Free. 2.30pm. 01274 598455.

20, Carmen (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. From £13.50.

23, Brum and the Big Blue Diamond
Mystery (St George’s Hall): Children’s

TV favourite. 2pm. Adults £9, children
£8.50. 23-27, Romeo and Juliet
(Alhambra): Northern Ballet Theatre
production of Shakespeare tragedy with
Prokofiev score. 7.30pm, mats Thurs

2pm, Sat 2.30pm. From £9. 
Audio-described performance:
Sat, 27 Oct 2.30pm. (Workshop

and touch tour 10.30am-1pm). 

24, Tango Fire (St George’s Hal):
7.30pm. From £19.

26, Billy Pearce (St George’s Hall):
7.30pm. £13 and £15. 26, Older
People’s Focus Group (Clayton
Village Hall): 11am. 01274 431573.

27, Jools Holland and his Rhythm
and Blues Orchestra (St George’s
Hall): With Lulu. 7.30pm. £29.50.

30-31, Angelina Ballerina’s Star
Performance (St George’s Hall): 
1pm and 6pm. Adults £20, children
£10. 30-3 Nov, The Comedy of Errors
(Alhambra): 7.30pm, mats Wed 2pm,
Sat 2.30pm. From £12.50. 

Captioned performance: 
Thurs, 1 Nov 7.30pm.
Audio-described performance: Sat,
3 Nov 2.30pm (touch tour at 1pm).

November

3, Steeton Male Voice Choir (St
Margaret’s Church, Ilkley): Annual
concert with guests, EYMS Band.

7.30pm. 01274 569870.

4, Festival of Remembrance
(St George’s Hall): 6pm. £6. 

5-10, Half a Sixpence (Alhambra):
Starring Gary Wilmot. 7.30pm, mats
Wed 2pm, Sat 2.30pm.

Signed performance: 
Fri, 9 Nov 7.30pm.
Captioned performance: 
Sat, 10 Nov 2.30pm.

11, Remembrance Sunday:
Services across the district.

13-17, Tintin (Alhambra): 7.30pm, 
mats Wed/Thu 2pm, Sat 2.30pm.

Signed performance: 
Fri, 16 Nov 7pm. 
Captioned performance: 
Sat, 17 Nov 2.30pm.

14-17, Bradford Animation Festival
(National Media Museum): 
0870 7010200 or 
www.nationalmediamuseum.org.uk

A booking fee will apply to all 
Bradford Theatres ticket sales. 
For more information about
performances at the Alhambra, Studio
or St George’s Hall contact 01274
432000 or www.bradford-theatres.co.uk

Bradford Council cannot guarantee
inclusion of all events submitted or
accept responsibility for cancellations or
changes to event details after

Community Pride
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Our Priorities: better education  � creating prosperity  �  safer communities  �  improved environment  �  healthier communities  �  customer service
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September
On Saturday, 5 October 1907 Bradford celebrated being
granted Lord Mayoral status. Bradford’s first Lord Mayor,
Alderman John Arthur Godwin, mounted a podium to a
trumpet fanfare and read aloud the grant of declaration to
crowds gathered outside the then Town Hall (pictured).

On Saturday, 6 October 2007 a ‘Lord Mayor’s Centenary
Open Day’ at City Hall will mark the centenary of this
event (10am-4pm). The Lord Mayor’s Carnival Parade
around the city centre will leave Exchange Square at
11am and finish in Centenary Square. 

The Open Day attractions will include:

� a light-hearted reconstruction in period dress of the
1907 Council meeting at which the Lord Mayoralty was

announced, plus a historical
exhibition and Victorian court 
re-enactments; 

� an opportunity to explore City
Hall, including the Banqueting
Hall, Council Chamber, the Lord
Mayor’s suite, the Reception
Rooms and Victorian law courts;

� free Edwardian ‘Collinson’s
Cafe’-style refreshments in the
Banqueting Hall, with potted
palms and live music;

� free children’s quiz trail around City Hall; and
� cutting of a commemorative birthday cake by the Lord

Mayor and Lady Mayoress.

For more information contact 01274 432283.

Citizenship test help
Are you preparing, or helping
someone to prepare, for the UK
citizenship test?

There is now a course at The
Learning Zone, Bradford Central
Library, which is designed to
help you.

‘Life in the UK’ is a short online
course supported by books and
information. You can begin when
you like and work at your own
pace. You can even do a
practice test. Staff are there to
help and can also provide
information about combined
citizenship and ESOL (English
for Speakers of Other
Languages) courses.

Contact 01274 434870 to check
opening times and how to book.
For more information about
Citizenship Ceremonies follow
the link at www.bradford.gov.uk/
registeroffice

Come and join us
It’s National Customer Service
Week from Monday, 1 October
to Sunday, 7 October. Why not
come and join us?

Once again we will be
organising behind-the-scenes
tours of City Hall and some of
our libraries and theatres. There
will be competitions and some of
our top managers will be turning
up in unexpected places as they
go ‘back to the shop floor’.

For more information contact our
Customer Relations team on
01274 437858 or log on to
www.bradford.gov.uk/ncsw2007

News in brief
Two more of our parks have been
awarded a Green Flag, which
marks them out as being amongst
the best in the country.

Peel Park, at Undercliffe, and the St
Ives Estate, at Bingley, got the award
for the first time from the Civic Trust,
the country’s leading urban
environment charity. It takes the
district’s roll of honour to four parks.

Lister Park, which was voted Britain’s
Best Park in 2006, has had a Green
Flag for six years and Haworth’s
Central Park has retained its status 
for a second year.

The parks were judged against their
management plans and on site visits.
Our Culture, Tourism and Sport department has worked with a number of ‘Friends’
groups to develop and carry out the management plans.

Coun Anne Hawkesworth, Executive Member for Environment and Culture, said:
“To retain two awards and receive two new ones is testament to the hard work of
our staff. They look after the wonderful parks and green spaces we have across 
the district for people to relax, exercise and play.” 

Every year millions of pounds are stolen from the people of
the district by benefits cheats. This is why our Benefits
Service has a dedicated team to investigate Housing and
Council Tax benefit fraud.

There are many types of benefits fraud. The most common are:
� not telling us about working or other income; 
� not telling us about a partner or other people who live with them;
� not telling us about any property, capital or savings 

that they have;
� claiming rent for a property they own;
� claiming benefit for a property they are not living in; or
� landlords still getting Housing Benefit for tenants 

who have moved.

David Fraser, Head of Benefits, said: “Around a third of the cases
we investigate come from tip-offs from members of the public.

“Decent honest residents are sick of people claiming money they
are not entitled to. But there is something you can do about it.”

So what can you do to help us?
� Fill in the relevant details and send the coupon anonymously 

to us by FREEPOST. You can use extra paper if you wish;
� Phone our FREE hotline 0800 169 7451; or
� Report fraud online at www.bradford.gov.uk/

reportbenefitfraud

Don’t let the cheats benefit!

The Yorkshire leg of the Tour of
Britain cycling race reaches its
climax in Bradford on Thursday, 
13 September.

The field of top professional cyclists
will already have ridden for over 80
miles from Rotherham when they
enter the district along the A660
between Otley (1.47pm) and Ilkley.

After Ilkley they will make the climb
to the summit of Cow and Calf
(2.08pm), then it’s the descent into
Bingley (2.29pm) – via Woodhead
Road, Bingley Road/Otley Road,

Warren Lane,
Primrose Lane,
Dowley Gap 
Lane (over the
Relief Road), Wagon Lane and
Bradford Road (B6265) to the
Cottingley roundabout.

From there it’s a fast, straight run
along the A650 to the stage finish in
Lister Park (2.42pm).

There will be lots of fun activities for
families and cycling enthusiasts at
Lister Park on the day. They include
Bo the Clown’s cycling-based show,

b active sports activities, cycling
skills and arts workshops and
quizzes in Cartwright Hall.

If you are planning to watch the race
the times given above can vary by
up to 30 minutes either way
depending on the race speed and
weather conditions.

For more information about the race
log on to www.tourofbritain.co.uk

Tour of Britain

Type of fraud:
................................................................................................................................................
Who do you suspect (such as name, address, phone number, age, appearance):
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
Are they working? Where they work, what times they work, what type of work 
they do, does their employer know they are claiming benefit?):
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
Their vehicle (make, model, reg, colour):
................................................................................................................................................
About their partner (name, address, phone number, age, appearance):
................................................................................................................................................
Does the partner work (give details if you can)?
................................................................................................................................................
The partner’s vehicle (make, model, reg, colour)
................................................................................................................................................
Does anyone else live at the same address as the person you suspect?
................................................................................................................................................
Is there anything else you think we should know?
................................................................................................................................................
Send this form anonymously to: FREEPOST RLTC-KEGA-JGRX, Bradford Council
Benefits Service (Dept 18), Britannia House, Hall Ings, Bradford BD1 1HX.

Parks hoist four flags

New flags...
St Ives
Estate at
Bingley
and (below)
Peel Park.

100 years of Lord Mayors

Neighbourhood Forums are open meetings for 
you, held twice a year in most neighbourhoods.

You can comment on plans for the area and talk
about your ideas and concerns with service
providers. Voluntary and community groups can
promote their work and recruit volunteers.

The following forums will take place before mid
November 2007. To find out where they are being
held and to request an agenda contact the relevant
Area Co-ordinator’s Office or visit
www.bradford.gov.uk/nss

Bradford North Area (7pm unless stated, Area
Co-ordinator’s Office 01274 431066): 
September – 4, Fenby; 6, Eccleshill (2pm),
Manningham; 12, Thornbury; 19, Barkerend; 
25, Bradford Moor & Thornbury (Women, 1pm),
Pollard Park & Otley Road. October – 2, East
Bowling; 4, Manningham (2pm); 9, Undercliffe.

Bradford South Area (7pm unless stated, Area 

Co-ordinator’s Office 01274 431155): 
September – 4, Holmewood; 5, Bierley (1.30pm),
Clayton Heights; 12, Ambler Thorn & Queensbury,
Tong Street; 13, Ambler Thorn & Queensbury
(1.30pm); 19, Low Moor & Oakenshaw (1.30pm);
20, Oakenshaw; 23, Odsal & Wibsey (1.30pm); 
25, Buttershaw. October – 3, Wibsey South West; 
4, Tong Village; 9, Low Moor; 17, Scholemoor &
Lidget Green (1.30pm), Delph Hill (Drop-in, 2pm-
4pm); 18, Lidget Green & Scholemoor (1.30pm);
Wibsey & Odsal; 24, Wyke; 25, Great Horton
(1.30pm & 7pm); 30, Bankfoot. November – 
6, Rooley; 13, Cooperville; 15, Sutton (10am,
Councillors’ surgery); Woodside.

Bradford West Area (7pm unless stated, 
Area Co-ordinator’s Office 01274 432597):  
Dates to be scheduled.

Keighley Area (7pm unless stated, Area 
Co-ordinator’s Office 01535 618008): 
September – 6, Beechcliffe/Utley;11, Lawkholme;

12, Cross Roads; 18, Bracken Bank/Ingrow.
October – 3, Stanbury; 4, Riddlesden; 
9, Addingham; 11, Fell Lane; 30, Holycroft/Lund
Park. November – 7, Dalton Lane/Stockbridge; 
8, Long Lee; 13, Showfield; 20, Hainworth Wood; 
21, Haworth.

Shipley Area (7.30pm unless stated, Area 
Co-ordinator’s Office 01274 437146 or e-mail
shipleyneighbourhoodforums@bradford.gov.uk): 
September – 12, Windhill & West Royd (7pm); 
17, Nab Wood/Moorhead & Northcliffe; 
24, Cottingley; 27, Lower Baildon (7pm). 
October – 1, Saltaire; 3, Menston; 4, Harden; 
9, Bingley Town; 10, Hirst Wood (1pm); 17, Esholt;
18, Burley-in-Wharfedale; 29, Wrose; 30, Valley
Road (6pm); 31, Middle Baildon & Ferniehurst
(10am). November – 1, Shipley Central (3.30pm); 
6, Crossflatts & Micklethwaite; 8, Crag/Owlet &
Bolton Woods (7pm); 14, Baildon Village; 
15, Denholme.

October
November

publication.

Give us your views at a Neighbourhood Forum




