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A Strategy for Children’s

Play in Bradford District

BRADFORD DISTRICT PLAYBUILDER
COMPLETED APRIL 2011

20 NEW PLAY AREAS BUILT IN 18 MONTHS
Project Summary

Bradford Council received funding from the Department of
Education to build new play areas, primarily targeted at 8 — 13
year olds. The designs had to reflect a natural character where
possible. The programme was in two phases, 2009-10 £539,000
and 2010-11 £379,000.

The original allocation for 2010-2011 was £607,000 but in July
2010 the works were stopped by the Department of Education. A
reduced budget was then approved for phase 2.

The original concept was to deliver a natural type of play area to
avoid spending money on fencing and expensive wet pour safety
surfacing by using, where possible, natural features on the sites.

A Task Group was set up by Bradford District Play Partnership
Executive to oversee the application process, determine the
decision making process and evaluate the proposals.



All the project managers worked in partnership with local
community groups, schools, youth and play workers to develop
each design. These partnerships also secured an additional
£158,000 of funding for the projects from Parish Councils, Ward
Investment Funds, Aiming High for Disabled Children and Section
106 monies.

In total, 11 new play areas and 9 major refurbishments have been
delivered with the Playbuilder Funding between November 2009
and April 2011.
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20 NEW PLAY AREAS

11 NEW PLAY AREAS IN THE DISTRICT

9 MAJOR REFURBISHMENTS

“£158,000 of additional funding were
raised for these projects”



THE PLAY PROJECTS :

The Sites in blue are completely new play areas and
the others are extensions or refurbishments of
existing play areas.

. St. Ives Estate, Bingley

- Roberts Park, Saltaire

- Townfield Park, Wilsden

- Oxenhope Recreation Ground, Oxenhope

. Scholemoor Ashy, Lidget Green

- Jerr Wood, Bingley

- Eastburn Recreation Ground,

- Woodbank, Keighley

- Big Swing Hobbit House, Eccleshill

- Baker Street, Saltaire

- Spencer Road, Horton Grange

- Bowling Park, West Bowling

- Blackshaw Urban Park, Buttershaw

- Grosvenor Ground, Manningham

- Claremont Park, Wrose

- Woodside Play, Royds

- Northcliffe Park, Shipley (Equipment
Purchased)

- Spring Beck, Bolton Woods

- Tong Park, Baildon

- Merlin Top Primary, Braithwaite, Keighley



Consultation with local schools
EASTBURN RECREATION GROUND

Grand Opening

Applicant : Steeton with Eastburn Parish Council

REFURBISHED and EXTENDED

“We never came here before because there wasn’'t any
equipment that children wanted to play on”.
“Me and my friends come here every night after scho ol”



“A piece of unused derelict land putting it to good use once again”.

SPENCER ROAD, HORTON GRANGE

Applicant : City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, Landscape Design Unit and
Environment and Neighbourhoods.
The Local Schools and Community were consulted on t he adaption of an existing grass
mounded area into an exciting play feature

“Parents and Children are now using this area all th  rough the day”



“The whole family had a good time....Dad was on the
rowing machine”.

TONG PARK, BAILDON

Applicant : Baildon Parish Council

REFURBISHED and EXTENDED

“ My daughter is losing weight! ”



GROSVENOR GROUND
MANNINGHAM

Applicant : City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, Manningham Masterplan

“130 people were here on Saturday.....



GROSVENOR GROUND
The Grand Opening

Grosvenor Ground Youth Committee were awarded a You  ng
Citizens Award in the Be Healthy Category 2010.



THE HOBBIT HOUSE NEW PLAY FACILITY

BIG SWING, ECCLESHILL

“Children make use of the added interior space for creative
experiences and a broader menu of playful activitie  s”.

Applicant : Eccleshill Adventure Playground

SPRING BECK, BOLTON WOODS

Applicant : Bolton Woods Community Centre Associat ion



Before work began it was a semi derelict tarmac are  a full of debris and broken fencing panels
which had blighted the area for 10 years...... with support from the local residents association
the site is now coming to life again.

SCHOLEMOOR ASHY

Applicant : Scholemoor Beacon (Community Associatio n)

“The kids meet here now instead of hanging around t he streets, it's
becoming the heart of the estate once again”



The old site had developed into a good wild area ( the local horses enjoyed it ) but it
formed an ideal setting for the new adventurous equ ipment.

“I love the zip wire...my dad has a go if there’'sn  obody looking”

“l do races with my mates....twice round the circuit”

..... so high up, bit scary but good”

BLACKSHAW PARK, BUTTERSHAW

Applicant : Buttershaw Christian Family Centre



CLAREMONT PARK, WROSE

Applicant : Wrose Parish Council

“We have been trying for 5 years to get some play f  acilities..”

“It's well used and very popular, it's good to see the children having a good
time”



The Community Centre ( workers and residents ) have ensured that the
proposed uses are linked to their programme of acti vities.

Community Planting Day!

WOODBANK, KEIGHLEY - NEW PLAY AREA

Applicant : Hainworth Wood Community Centre

“It is now seen as a community facility and used by mothers, children
and teenagers...”



BAKER STREET, SALTAIRE

Applicant : Bradford Community Environment Project and City of Bradford Metropolitan
District Council Environment and Neighbourhoods

REFURBISHED AND EXTENDED

OXENHOPE ACTIVE KIDS PLAY AREA

Applicant : Oxenhope Parish Council



REFURBISHED AND EXTENDED

“Going to the play area is what my daughter wants t o do more
than anything else”

ROBERTS PARK

Applicant : City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, Leisure Services



ST. IVES ESTATE, BINGLEY

Applicant : City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, Leisure Services, Parks

“Fantastic we spend lots of time here, the play opp ortunities are so varied”

ADDITIONAL PROVISION

SENSORY PLAY AREA



“It was an underused open space in a densely popula  ted residential area”.

JERR WOOD, BINGLEY

Applicant : City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, Leisure Services, Parks



The delivery of the Playbuilder Project could not h ave taken
place without the contributions from the following people

CITY OF BRADFORD METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COUNCIL
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN'’S SERVICES

PLAY PARTNERSHIP EXECUTIVE
Chair - Play Champion — (lan Shackleton)
Officer Support - Strategic Lead for Play — (Julie Mattocks-Cawood)

PLAYBUILDER TASK GROUP:-
Chair - Robin Copeland
lan Shackleton
Mick Priestley
Gillian Biggs
Mark Gladwin
Janet Jewitt
Kevin Clark
Adele Adams
Paul Johnson
Admin — Gina Gill

CBMDC PLAYBUILDER PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Roger Scales
Amarjit Gill

PLAY ENGLAND
THE APPLICANTS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES
THE DESIGNERS AND CONTRACTORS

THE SITE MANAGERS AND LANDOWNERS

R.M.SCALES- CITY OF BRADFORD METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - LANDSCAPE DESIGN UNIT - 14 ™ JUNE 2011



