
Voting by post
An easy read guide



Voting by post is an easy way of 
voting if you can’t get to a polling 
station. 

A polling station is where you go to 
vote. 

It is usually a school or a community 
building.

Anyone who is registered to vote 
can apply for a postal vote. 

You don’t need a special reason.

You must be on the electoral register 
to vote though. 

This is the list of all the people who 
are registered to vote. 



To apply online go to www.gov.uk/
how-to-vote/postal-voting

You need to click on the green Start 
now button. It will then ask you 
some questions.

Ask someone to help you like a 
family member or support worker if 
you need to.

Before you start you will need:

•	 The address where you are 
registered to vote

•	 Your National Insurance number 
or other identity documents like a 
passport

•	 The date of the election or 
referendum that you want a postal 
vote for, if you only want a one-off 
postal vote

You will also need to upload a photo 
of your hand written signature. This 
must be in black in ink on plain white 
paper.

If you can’t provide a signature or 
one that always looks the same, you 
might be able to apply for a postal 
vote signature waiver.

You might need extra documents to 
identify you.

To apply for a postal vote online or by post

http://www.gov.uk/how-to-vote/postal-voting 
http://www.gov.uk/how-to-vote/postal-voting 
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If you can’t apply online, download 
and fill in a postal vote application 
form.

You can download the form at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/apply-for-a-postal-vote

You then need to send it to your 
Electoral Registration Office.

You can find the address of your 
local Electoral Registration Office by 
going to https://www.gov.uk/contact-
electoral-registration-office

They can post you a paper form if 
you don’t have access to a computer 
or printer.

Other ways to apply

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-postal-vote
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Make sure you do this in plenty of 
time before the election, so that you 
get your postal vote in time to use it.

You must apply no later than 5pm, 
11 working days before the election.

You will get your postal vote about a 
week before Election Day. 



You will get a ballot paper. 

This is the paper that has the names 
of the people you can vote for on it. 

Put an X next to the name of the 
person you want to vote for. 

Try to do this in secret as it is your 
vote and it is your choice. 

When you have marked your vote 
put it in the small envelope and seal 
it. 

Don’t let anyone else tell you who 
to vote for and don’t give your ballot 
paper to anyone else.



Fill in and sign the postal voting 
statement. 

Put this and the envelope with the 
ballot paper in the bigger envelope 
and seal it. 

Take it to the post box yourself and 
post it. 

Make sure it is in plenty of time so 
your vote gets counted. 

If you can’t post it yourself ask 
someone you trust like a family 
member or friend to do it for you.



For more accessible information on a broad range of subjects 
please contact 

11-12 Eldon Place
Bradford BD1 3AZ
Telephone: 01274 848150
SMS / Text: 07535 120222
E-mail: enquiries@btm.org.uk

BTM produces accessible information in a range of formats such as 
British Sign Language, easy read, audio, video, illustration and animation to 
help people understand the world around them.

Please visit www.btm.org.uk for all our easy read booklets and other 
accessible media productions.

Or visit www.btmprojects.com to access the work made by our workgroups.
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The information in this booklet is for guidance only.
 
Whilst we have made every attempt to ensure that the information has come from 
reliable sources, BTM are not responsible for any errors or omissions, or for any 
results obtained from the use of this information.


